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Today we will revisit some of the last precious moments Jesus had with His disciples, before he was to endure the worst suffering any man would ever be subject to. There may have been those who have suffered more on the physical level, but no one has had to experience more in the vicious attacks from Satan and His demons. No one else has ever known the agony of bearing the sins of the world, without an intercessor. No one has ever had more at stake then did our redeemer, for failure meant no man could be saved.  Even those who were translated and raised would no longer have a substitute. Had Jesus yielded to a single temptation and sinned once, He Himself would have been subject to death without a redeemer. Do you have any idea what Jesus did for you? Do you have any idea as to why God the Father cannot accept anything less than our complete surrender?

Shall we pray….

Now, let me set the scene. It is the upper room. Jesus demonstrated the ordnance of humiliation and He commanded it to be practiced as a perpetual service that Christ’s followers would perform until He comes again. The purpose of course, was to hold pride and self-exaltation in check. Whenever this ordinance is rightly celebrated, the children of God are brought into a holy relationship, to help and bless each other. They covenant that the life shall be given to unselfish ministry.

Then, as He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established, was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.  

Looking upon His disciples with divine love and with the tenderest sympathy, Christ said, "Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in Him." Judas had left the upper chamber, and Christ was alone with the eleven. He was about to speak of His approaching separation from them; but before doing this He pointed to the great object of His mission. And that is, that all His humiliation and suffering would glorify the Father's name. 

Addressing them by the endearing term, "Little children," He said, "Yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek Me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you."

"Let not your heart be troubled," He said; "ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

His message was directed at His disciples, but it was meant for every serious believing child of God throughout all the ages. In effect, He was saying, “For your sake I came into the world. I am working in your behalf. When I go away, I shall still work earnestly for you. I came into the world to reveal Myself to you, that you might believe. I go to the Father to co-operate with Him in your behalf.” 

The disciples feared a final separation, but the object of Christ's departure was just the opposite. It did not mean a final separation, rather He was going to prepare a place for them, that He might come again, and receive them unto Himself. While He was building mansions for them, they were to build characters after the divine similitude. We are to build characters after the divine similitude.

Christ's work testified to His divinity. Through Him the Father had been revealed. Jesus was seeking to lead them from their low condition of faith to the experience they might receive if they truly realized what He was,--God in human flesh. He desired them to see that their faith must lead up to God, and be anchored there.

Listen carefully, Jesus revealed no qualities, and exercised no powers, that we may not have through faith in Him. His perfect humanity is that which all His followers may possess, if we will be in subjection to God as He was.

"Verily, verily, I say unto you," Christ continued, "He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he do also."

"And greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto My Father." By this Christ did not mean that the disciples' work would be of a more exalted character than His, but that it would have greater extent. He did not refer merely to miracle working, but to all that would take place under the working of the Holy Spirit.

The Saviour's promise to His disciples is a promise to His church to the end of time. God did not design that His wonderful plan to redeem men should achieve only insignificant results. All who will go to work, trusting not in what they themselves can do, but in what God can do for and through them, will certainly realize the fulfillment of His promise. "Greater works than these shall ye do," He declares; "because I go unto My Father."
I believe that God established the Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church in South Hill, because He is going to work a marvelous work in this area. In April we will be starting a five-week evangelistic series in this area and there has already been positive evidences that it will be very fruitful. And God needs the eleventh hour workers for this effort. He needs each of us. We need to do much praying and fasting in the weeks leading up to the beginning.

Every sincere prayer is heard in heaven. It may not be fluently expressed; but if the heart is in it, it will ascend to the sanctuary where Jesus ministers, and He will present it to the Father without one awkward, stammering word, beautiful and fragrant with the incense of His own perfection.

The path of sincerity and integrity is not a path free from obstruction, but in every difficulty we are to see a call to prayer. There is no one living who has any power that he has not received from God, and the source from which it comes is open to the weakest human being. "Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name," said Jesus, "that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it."
"In My name," Christ instructed His disciples to pray. In Christ's name His followers are to stand before God. Through the value of the sacrifice made for them, they are of value in the Lord's sight. Because of the imputed righteousness of Christ they are accounted precious. For Christ's sake the Lord pardons those that fear Him. He does not see in them the vileness of the sinner. He recognizes in them the likeness of His Son, in whom they believe.

Listen the Lord is disappointed when His people place a low estimate upon themselves. He desires His chosen heritage to value them-selves according to the price He has placed upon each of us. God wanted us, else He would not have sent His Son on such an expensive errand to redeem us. He has a use for us, and He is well pleased when we make the very highest demands upon Him, that we may glorify His name. We may expect large things if we have faith in His promises.  

     But to pray in Christ's name means much. Listen, it means that we are to accept His character, manifest His spirit, and work His works. The Saviour's promise is given on condition. "If ye love Me," He says, "keep My commandments." He saves men, not in sin, but from sin; and those who love Him will show their love by obedience.

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him, we shall be but carrying out our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing His service. When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through communion with God, sin will become hateful to us.

Listen, those who decide to do nothing in any line that will displease God, will know, after presenting their case before Him, just what course to pursue. And they will receive not only wisdom, but strength. Power for obedience, for service, will be imparted to them, as Christ has promised. Whatever was given to Christ--the "all things" to supply the need of fallen men--was given to Him as the head and representative of humanity. And "whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." 1 John 3:22.

Here me now, if we choose to continue in any known sin, listen, God does not hear nor does He answer that petitioners prayers. They are abominable to Him as it says in His word, Psalm 66:18 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”  And Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”  One cherished sin will neutralize all the power of the gospel, rendering it powerless in that person’s life. We cannot look to God as though He will understand and overlook our sin, like some doting grandfather excuses the shameful behavior of a grandchild. No when God looks upon any sin that we choose to indulge in, He sees it as the reason Jesus hung bleeding on an unforgiving cross. If we choose to sin, God chooses not to hear. Nor will He hear one prayer of any sinner that waited until after probation has closed for man forever. And that dear brothers and sisters is sooner than we dare think possible.

Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ sought for the most essential and complete gift to bestow upon His followers, a gift that 

would bring within their reach the boundless resources of grace. John 14:16-18 "I will pray the Father," He said, "and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you orphans: I will come to you." 

Before this the Spirit had been in the world; from the very beginning of the work of redemption He had been moving upon men's hearts. But while Christ was on earth, the disciples had desired no other helper. Not until they were deprived of His presence would they feel their need of the Spirit, and then He would come.

The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally. Forfeiting omnipresence was a choice Jesus made for eternity in order to solve the sin problem. Therefore it was for their interest that He should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No one could then have any advantage because of his location or his personal contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high.

At all times and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflictions, when the outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Comforter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith. Circumstances may separate us from every earthly friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we are, wherever we may go, He is always at our right hand to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer.

The disciples still failed to understand Christ's words in their spiritual sense, and again He explained His meaning. By the Spirit, He said, He would manifest Himself to them. "The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things." No more will you say, I cannot comprehend. No longer will you see through a glass, darkly. You shall "be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge." Eph. 3:18, 19

The Comforter is called "the Spirit of truth." His work is to define and maintain the truth. He first dwells in the heart as the Spirit of truth, and thus He becomes the Comforter. There is comfort and peace in the truth, but no real peace or comfort can be found in falsehood. It is through false theories and traditions that Satan gains his power over the mind. By directing men to false standards, he misshapes the character. Through the Scriptures the Holy Spirit speaks to the mind, and impresses truth upon the heart. Thus He exposes error, and expels it from the soul. It is by the Spirit of truth, working through the word of God, that Christ subdues His chosen people to Himself. The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that He could solicit from His Father for the exaltation of His people.

Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Listen, through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church. The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. Now listen very closely, the honor of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people. Do you understand that Satan has charged the government of God before all the angels and all the unfallen worlds, that it is impossible to keep His law. Jesus has shown that He is a liar. And it is the high and holy privilege of God’s people today to vindicate the character of God by living a sinless life through the power that has been made available to us all. 

Today, even the preaching of the word will be of no avail without the continual presence and aid of the Holy Spirit. This is the only effectual teacher of divine truth. Only when the truth is accompanied to the heart by the Spirit, will it quicken the conscience or transform the life. One might be able to present the letter of the word of God, he or she might be familiar with all its commands and promises; but unless the Holy Spirit sets home the truth, no souls will fall on the Rock and be broken. No amount of education, no advantages, however great, can make one a channel of light without the co-operation of the Spirit of God. The sowing of the gospel seed will not be a success unless the seed is quickened into life by the dew of heaven.

Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the promise belongs to us as much as to the first disciples. But like every other promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who believe and profess to claim the Lord's promise; they talk about Christ and about the Holy Spirit, yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and controlled by the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is to use us. Through the Spirit God works in His people "to will and to do of His good pleasure." Phil. 2:13. But many will not submit to this. They want to manage themselves. They want to retain their un-Christlike 

attitudes and characteristics. This is why they do not receive the heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings with it all the other blessings. It is given according to the riches of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity that they can receive.

Listen, listen carefully, a profession of religion places men in the church, but the character and conduct show whether they are in connection with Christ.

When men are bound together, not by force or self-interest, but by love, they show the working of an influence that is above every human influence. Where this oneness exists, it is evidence that the image of God is being restored in humanity, that a new principle of life has been implanted. It shows that there is power in the divine nature to withstand the supernatural agencies of evil, and that the grace of God subdues the selfishness inherent in the natural heart.

     This love, manifested in the church, will surely stir the wrath of Satan. Christ did not mark out for His disciples an easy path. John 15:18-21"If the world hate you," He said, "ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for My name's sake, because they know not Him that sent Me." Listen to me, the gospel is to be carried forward by aggressive warfare, in the midst of opposition, peril, loss, and suffering. But those who do this work are only following in their Master's steps.

In the upcoming evangelistic seminar in April, there will be opposition from Satan as he is not about to give up one soul he currently holds bound. We are not to see any problems that come up appearing as mountains. If we focus on any problems, they will grow larger. Every problem that arises, we must treat as challenges and God would have us surmount them. Our faith will carry us through, for we know we are on the winning team. Many souls are to be won and I pray that each of you recognize that you have a part to play in this seminar. We have not been called into this church to practice being a pew warmer on Sabbath. The work we will be doing is what we have been commissioned to do. Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” South Hill, Mecklenburg County, Brunswick County and all around us is our designated “all nations” part of the world. 

There was urgency when Jesus was here the first time. There is extreme urgency as Jesus is about to return. In closing, I read this from the testimony of Jesus found in the Desire of Ages page 679-680. “Christ did not fail, neither was He discouraged, and His followers are to manifest a faith of the same enduring nature. They are to live as He lived, and work as He worked, because they depend on Him as the great Master Worker. Courage, energy, and perseverance they must possess. Though apparent impossibilities obstruct their way, by His grace they are to go forward. Instead of deploring difficulties, they are called upon to surmount them. They are to despair of nothing, and to hope for everything. With the golden chain of His matchless love Christ has bound them to the throne of God. It is His purpose that the highest influence in the universe, emanating from the source of all power, shall be theirs. They are to have power to resist evil, power that neither earth, nor death, nor hell can master, power that will enable them to overcome as Christ overcame.”       

Christ has given to His church ample facilities, that He may receive a large revenue of glory from His redeemed, purchased possession. He has bestowed upon His people capabilities and blessings that they may represent His own sufficiency. The church, endowed with the righteousness of Christ, is His depositary, in which the riches of His mercy, His grace, and His love, are to appear in full and final display. Christ looks upon His people in their purity and perfection, as the reward of His humiliation, and the supplement of His glory, Christ, the great Center, from whom radiates all glory.  

"Let not your heart be troubled," He said; "ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Shall we pray….
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