February 9, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“The State of the Dead”  
The title of today’s sermon is: “The State of the Dead.” Like the sermon on the Sabbath – part 2, given on January 26th, this will be more of a teaching sermon, showing how to have a Bible marking plan in order to conduct a Bible study with a new student.
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?

This sermon is not going to be so much a sermon as it is going to be a teaching session. The idea is to so set up your Bible, that you can give a Bible study with no other reference material but the Bible itself.

Today we will so mark our Bibles so as to give a study on the state of the dead. Here is what you need to do. Turn to the back of your Bible and in a blank space, write DEAD. Next to it write D1-Genesis 2:7. This will be your starting point in the Bible study. Now turn in your Bible to Genesis 2:7. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, D1- Genesis 2:7. Next to it write D2-Eccl. 12:7. Then as if you’re giving the study, read Genesis 2:7 and make a statement summarizing the verse or you could ask a question. In this case you might say (God did not put a soul into man, He breathed the breath of life into the body and he became a living soul. The Hebrew word for spirit used in this verse is ‘ruwach’ which means air, or breath)
Now tell your student that we are now going to Eccl. 12:7. When you get there, write at the top of the page, D2- Eccl. 12:7. Next to it, write D3- James 2:26. Now read to your student Eccl. 12:7 and make a statement, such as (The spirit that returns to God is the breath of life, not a separate disembodied soul. When the breath leaves the body, it is a dead soul.). Now tell your student we will turn next to James 2:26. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, D3- James 2:26. Next to it, write D4- Job 27:3. Now read to your student James 2:26 and make a statement like (The word spirit is from the Greek word ‘pneuma’ which means a current of air; breath.)  
Now tell your student that we are now going to Job 27:3. And this is the sequence you will use. Of course when you are actually giving a study, all the scriptures will be written at the top of each page and the Bible study will have a nice flow. From here on out, I will give many more subsequent texts and you will mark your Bibles accordingly. 
When we finish today, I will give everyone a handout with 37 Bible references to the state of the dead and most have comments or statements, or may even ask a question. Now keep in mind that when you are giving a Bible study using the Bible Marking Plan, that does not mean you have to do all 54 texts under the “Sabbath,” or all 37 texts for the “State of the Dead.” If you have a preset time limit like ½ hour or an hour, continue the study until time is up or the student is weary.
STATE OF THE DEAD
D1- Genesis 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (This answers the evolutionists as to how we got here in the first place. Man was created by God.)
D2- Ecclesiastes 12:7 “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.:” (The spirit that returns to God is the breath of life, not a separate disembodied soul. When the breath leaves the body, it is a dead soul. The Hebrew word for spirit used in this verse is ‘ruwach’ which means air, or breath)
D3- James 2:26. “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (The word spirit is from the Greek word ‘pneuma’ which means a current of air; breath.)
D4- Job 27:3. “All the while my breath [is] in me, and the spirit of God [is] in my nostrils;” (Here we have breath and spirit used in one verse, both meaning the same thing. The Hebrew word for breath is ‘neshamah’ which means wind, air, breath and the word spirit or ‘ruwach’ which means air or breath.)
D5- Genesis 2:7 “And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” (God did not put a soul into man, He breathed the breath of life into the body and he became a living soul. A soul is always a combination of body plus breath and cannot exist without both.)
D6- Ezekiel 18:20 (So do souls die?) “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
D7- Revelation 16:3 “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead [man]; and every living soul died in the sea.” (Creatures in the sea have body plus breath and are mortal.)
D8- Job 4:17. “Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker?” (This scripture says man is mortal, subject to death, he is not immortal) 
D9- I Timothy 6:15, 16 “Which in his times he shall show, [who is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality,” (God alone has immortality; man does not possess immortality until God gives it.)
D10- John 5:28, 29 (Do good people go to heaven when they die and bad people to hell when they die?) “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” (The scriptures plainly teach that they are in their graves until the resurrection.) 
D11- Acts 2:29, 34 (David was a good man, has he gone to heaven?) “Men [and] brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.” “For David is not ascended into the heavens:” (David is waiting for the resurrection.)  
D12- Job 17:13 (Where do people go at death?)  “If I wait, the grave [is] mine house:” (The answer is the grave.)
D13- (How much does a person know after death?)  Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10 “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done under the sun.” “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do [it] with thy might; for [there is] no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” (The dead know nothing.)
D14- Psalm 115: 17 (When a person dies, are they in the presence of Jesus praising and singing in the choir?) “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.” (They do not!) 
D15- Job 14:12, 21 (Can the dead communicate with the living?) “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens [be] no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” “His sons come to honour, and he knoweth [it] not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth [it] not of them.” (The dead are not even aware of graveside visits.) 
D16- Ecclesiastes 9:6 “Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done under the sun.” (They have no emotions and are aware of nothing.)
D17- Psalm 146: 4 “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” (Thoughts perish, dead are incapable of thinking.)  
D18- John 11:11-14 “These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.” (Jesus Himself called death a ‘sleep’”)  
D19- Job 14:12 (How long will the dead sleep?”)  So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens [be] no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” (He will sleep the sleep of death until the heavens pass. When will that be?)
D20- 2 Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” (The heavens pass when Jesus comes. What happens to the righteous dead when He comes?)   

D21- Revelation 22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward [is] with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” (He receives his reward. What is that reward?) 
D22- 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (It is to be resurrected from the sleep of death to spend eternity with Jesus.) 
D23- 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality.  ” (Man is not an immortal soul, he is a mortal soul subject to death. The Bible makes it clear, if faithful and obedient, he receives his immortality at the second coming.)
D24- Genesis 3:4 (What was the devil’s first lie?)  “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:” (That is the origin of the false doctrine of the immortal soul.)
D25- Revelation 12:9 “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” (This false doctrine of the immortality of the soul is a lie that almost all Christians believe.)   

D26- (Why did the devil lie to Eve about death? Could this subject be more important than people think? The answer is yes as it is the very cornerstone of the devil’s kingdom. Satan has worked powerful miracles down through the ages through people who claim to receive their power from the spirits of the dead. Examples: Magicians of Egypt - Exodus 7:11, 12; Witch of Endor – 1 Samuel 28:3-25; Sorcerers Daniel 2:2; and A certain damsel Acts 16:16-18. Right now in the time of the end, Satan will use sorcery to deceive the whole world. Revelation 18:23 “And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.” Sorcery is a supernatural power that claims to receive its power and wisdom from the spirits of the dead. Satan and his angels will personate those who have died including family members, saintly clergymen, Bible prophets, Apostles, disciples of Christ and even Jesus. Those who believe that the dead are alive in any form are among the deceived of Satan and will receive all the deceptions yet in store.) 
D27- Revelation 16:14 (Do devils really work miracles?) “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles,”  (On the authority of scripture, they certainly do. That is why in the time of the end, we cannot trust our senses, only the Word of God.)
D28- Matthew 24:24 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” (Jesus warned about last day deceptions through signs and wonders that would trip up even the elect.)
D29- 2 Corinthians 11:14 “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” (The great deceiver will even personate Christ. We will not be able to trust our eyes and ears. Only the truth in God’s Word.)
D30- Revelation 13:13 “And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,” (Satan will be allowed to perform mighty miracles.) 
D31- Acts 17:11 “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Unlike the lazy believers at Corinth, the noble Bereans studied the Scriptures to make sure that the teacher was right by the Word of God.)
D32- Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, [it is] because [there is] no light in them.” (Any person speaking a gospel contrary to what is revealed in God’s Word through His Ten Commandments and the prophets, should not be heard as there is no light in them.)
D33- Leviticus 20:27 “A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood [shall be] upon them.” (This practice is offensive to God, yet Christians go to these who claim to speak with the dead.)
D34- Luke 20:35, 36 (Will the righteous in the resurrection ever die again?) “But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.” 
D35- Revelation 21:4 “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” 
D36- Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6 “For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any [thing] that is done under the sun.” (The Bible is very clear that when any person dies, they enter the sleep of death and will know nothing until the first or second resurrection.)
Conclusion

D37- After death a person returns to dust - Psalm 104:29; They know nothing - Ecclesiastes 9:5; They possess no mental powers - Psalm 146:4; They no longer have anything to do with what is happening in this world - Ecclesiastes 9:5; They do not live – 2 Kings 20:1; They wait in the grave – Job 17:13; They continue not – Job 14:12. Reincarnation, channeling, communication with spirits, spirit guides, spirit worship and the undying soul are all inventions of Satan to convince people that the dead are not really dead. The lie is, “Ye shall not surely die. 
If you follow this Bible marking plan and teach with it, you will find that you will have an amazed student who wonders how you became so knowledgeable, all glory to God.

Shall we pray.
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