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February 9, 2013 - Prison Ministry
Adventism's 7 Pillars - Pillar - #7 
“The 2300 Year Prophecy”

When we studied the Sanctuary doctrine in Adventism's 7 Pillars- #5 we learned that the earthly sanctuary was patterned after the sanctuary in heaven.          

The daily ministry performed by the priests in the Holy place, was a type of the ministry our High Priest Jesus was performing in the heavenly Holy Place, where He began His ministry after He ascended in 31 AD.
Just as the the annual Day of Atonement was a type and was performed by the High Priest in the Most Holy Place for the purpose of cleansing the sanctuary, so the time would come when Jesus our High Priest would begin an anti-typical Day of Atonement in the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary for the same purpose of cleansing the sanctuary. In both cases it was a solemn work of judgment. 

In God's great prophetic time clock, He ordained an hour in which He would begin to cleanse the heavenly sanctuary of sin and do the work of judgment, so He can "appear the second time, (at the second coming) without sin unto salvation." 

And that brings us to the book of Daniel, into the Bible's longest time prophecy.  Daniel receives another vision from the angel, Gabriel. He learns about what's going to happen in the future, and then Gabriel gives him the longest time prophecy in the Bible.  

Daniel was shown troubling scenes, in a sweeping vision panorama. The prophet Daniel saw this counterfeit system corrupting God's people and that things would eventually turn around. God says the sanctuary is going to be cleansed, which is another way of saying that a work of judgment will begin! 

The questions are, "How long is the antichrist going to get away with oppression? How long is he going to have this power until he's stopped and judged?  How long before things turn around and God’s truth triumphs?" 

Then came the resounding but strange answer. Daniel 8:14 "And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." 

What did the cleansing of the sanctuary mean? The cleansing of the sanctuary represents the final judgment.

Here we have the only prophecy in the entire Bible that will specifically give us a date that marks the beginning of the final judgment and the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary of the record of sin. It is 2300 days.

And what is a day symbolic of in Bible prophecy?  A literal year. So the angel said after 2300 prophetic days or 2300 literal years that's when the sanctuary will be cleansed.   That would take us to the beginning of the time of the end.  

Daniel goes on in verses 17-19 to say: "So he (Gabriel) came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face:  but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.  Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground; but he touched me, and set me upright.  And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be." 
In verse 26 he said "And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.” In other words, a long time as the vision is going to stretch down to the time of the end.  (Not 2300 literal days which is only 6 years 140 days!) 

Daniel 8:27 "And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.“ Daniel couldn't comprehend it and when he fainted the angel, Gabriel, left him. 

As we begin in chapter 9, it was about 12 years later, when Daniel was praying, verses 4-19, the angel Gabriel comes back to pick up where he left off in the interpretation of the vision. 

Daniel 9:21. "Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation."
Daniel’s was praying about the apostate condition of Israel. He's concerned that they're going to receive all of Moses' curses. They've already received some and they've still not repented.

Verse 22 "And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." Verse 23, "At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved:  therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision." The angel says, "Consider the vision," means the vision of the 2300 years that was given in Daniel 8, but he fainted. Gabriel comes back in answer to Daniel's prayer to help him understand that vision.  Today we're going to go through this prophecy of 2300 days and the cleansing of the sanctuary. To make it clear, the angel divides the prophecy in two parts. 
Daniel 9:24. He says, "Seventy weeks are determined, upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, ..." 

Let's understand what it means, "Seventy weeks” (they are prophetic, not literal weeks), therefore we need to remember that a prophetic day equals a literal year. Ezek. 4:6; Numbers 14:34.

Seventy weeks are determined, upon thy people (The Hebrew word determined literally means "cut off" like an amputation) Who is "thy people" referring to? The Jewish nation.  Daniel was a captive Jew in Babylon, and so he says it's a specific prophecy for "thy people" or the Jewish nation.

The angel deals with the first 70 prophetic weeks of the prophecy cut off from the 2300 days.  70 prophetic weeks = 490 years cut off from the 2300 years. "Seventy weeks are determined, upon thy people …” Then it says "and upon thy holy city." What city is the holy city?  Jerusalem. This is a prophecy specifically for the Jews and for the city of Jerusalem. God promised Israel blessings if they would obey and curses if they would not. In spite of their captivity, the Jews had not repented. So the first part of this prophecy, the 70 weeks is a period of 490 literal years applied to the Jews. 

In Jeremiah18:7-11 God stated “At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them. Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good.”  
God's promises to Israel were conditional from the very beginning. For centuries, over and over again, they would sin and backslide, repent and God would take them back again. There seemed to be no end to God's patience. They fell into idolatry and sin, and they broke their end of the covenant, that's why Israel was in captivity to the Babylonian nation, because God’s patience ran out. 


Our longsuffering God gave a final ultimatum, a probationary period of 490 years, to the Jewish nation and to the city of Jerusalem to make things right with God, and finally accept their true Messiah. Here we have 70 weeks, 490 literal years cut off from the 2300 years.

There must be an event or something that takes place to let us know when to start this prophecy, and that event is mentioned in the next verse. 

Daniel 9:25, "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build (what city?) Jerusalem...”       When the commandment goes forth to restore and build the city of Jerusalem, that's when all this is going to begin. We will go now to the book of Ezra to see the fulfillment.

Ezra 6:14 "And the elders of the Jews builded and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. Here we have the prophecy about rebuilding the city of Jerusalem.  But it says there are three kings that gave decrees.  

There was first of all Cyrus who gave the decree in 537 B.C. Next was Darius in 520 B.C. Then there's Artaxerxes in 457 B.C.  

The first two decrees given by Cyrus and Darius resulted only in the reconstruction of the Temple, which was completed in 516/515 B.C. (Ezra 6:15-18).  The city was not rebuilt, therefore they do not meet the requirements of the prophecy. 

The third choice is found in Ezra 7. When Artaxerxes comes on the scene he favors God's chosen people, the Jewish nation, and he gives the major decree. Ezra was given permission to reconstruct the city. Artaxerxes command is the one Ezra concentrates on.  It was the one that allowed them to be established again as an independent nation. Much of the next chapter is dealing with this command.        

Ezra 7:13 "I make a (what?) decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, 
which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee."  He gave a decree to Ezra the priest, re-establishing the governmental autonomy of Judah. It is clear in the Bible that the decree of Artaxerxes is the one that restored and rebuilt Jerusalem. "When did it happen?" 

Ezra 7:7 tells us this decree was issued "in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes," or 457 B.C.  According to all historical data, including calendars, cuneiform tablets, records of the eclipses, etc., that decree went in the fall of 457 B.C making it one of the most archeologically-proven dates we have.   

We start at our beginning date, 457 BC. The part which is cut off from the 2300 years is the 490 years. Beginning in the fall of 457 and counting 490 years, we come to the fall of 34 A.D. 

And that would be the date that God’s covenant with the Jews would cease, 34 A.D. when something happened that changed the emphasis of the gospel from going to the Jews. The disciples pled with the Jewish people, especially the leadership of the day, who continued to harden their hearts resisting the Holy Spirit. Stephen was boldly preaching a sermon, and the Bible says they were convicted in the heart, but they got angry and bitter with Stephen and the Bible says they gnashed their teeth. 

Acts 7:59 says, "And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."

The Sanhedrin, the Jewish supreme council, passed a decree rejecting Christianity. The signal event of this was the stoning of Stephen, a devoted follower of Christ.  And at that point they not only had killed Jesus, but began to kill His followers.

Acts 8:1, 2, "And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at (what city? The city of) Jerusalem and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.
Notice what happens in verse 3, "As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.

On his way to Damascus to round up more Christians, Saul of Tarsus was converted and became Paul. His mission was to bring the gospel to the Gentiles. What warning did Jesus give to His chosen People?

He said in Matthew 21:43, "Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof." What other nation was Jesus talking about?

Galatians 3:6, 7 “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.” 
Romans 10:12 “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.”
Galatians 3:29 “And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” The Gentiles who are in Christ are Spiritual Jews. Probation ceased for Israel in 34 AD, but Jewish people can be saved and are being saved today, the same way you and I are— through faith in the sinless life and atoning death of Jesus Christ. 

Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”
Romans 2:28, 29  "For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; But he is a Jew which is one (where?) inwardly; " Paul said.  You are a Jew, which is to say, a "spiritual Jew," if you are a Christian, truly converted to Christ.  Jesus said in John 4:22 that "salvation is of the Jews."  This is New Testament theology. New Testament teaching.  This is the New covenant.


In AD34 the 70 weeks or 490 years ended when Stephen became the first Christian martyr. The Jewish leaders had rejected the gospel and then it went to the Gentiles. 

Daniel 9:25 "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment (the decree, the edict) to restore and to build (what city?) Jerusalem 
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be (how much time before you get to the Messiah?) seven weeks, (that's forty-nine years) and threescore (how much is a score? Twenty.  Three times twenty is: 60) and two weeks.” So you have 62 weeks plus the seven weeks. (7+60+2 = 69)  And how many weeks did we deal with originally?  Seventy!  So how many weeks would be left there?  Just one.

Now notice very carefully.  If we started out right, then we should be able to go 69 prophetic weeks until we come to the Messiah.  Who's the Messiah? 

In the Hebrew, the meaning for Messiah is "the anointed one."  And guess what the meaning for Christ is in the Greek?  "The anointed one."  So whether you have "Messiah" in the Old Testament Hebrew, or whether you have "Christ" in the New Testament Greek, they both mean the same thing, "the anointed one."

There would be 69 weeks, and then would come the anointed one." Jesus would receive the Holy Spirit. Sixty-nine weeks. How many days in a week? Seven. And we have Sixty-nine weeks; 69 x 7 = 483 days or years. 

We have 483 years from the decree to rebuild, until Messiah the Prince. When did we start? 457 B.C. 483 years counted from 457 B.C. would bring you         all the way to 27 AD. According to the Bible, Artaxerxes made his decree in the autumn of 457 B.C. 

Go down 483 years and you come down to what took place in Luke 3:1 "Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar... " The 15th year of Tiberius Caesar was A.D.27.  What happened in that year?  Jesus was baptized.
Luke 3:21, 22  "Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.“ This is the anointing of the Messiah, the Christ, the Saviour of man. 
The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and this was the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 27AD.

Mark 1:14,15 "Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching (the what?) the gospel of the kingdom of God. And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:  repent ye, and believe the gospel." What time was fulfilled? Prophetic time. Jesus was baptized right on time and anointed as the Messiah by the Holy Spirit descending upon Him in the form of a dove and the confirming voice of the Father speaking from heaven. A new time period had begun.
Lest there not be any doubt about the anointing coming at the baptism, In Acts 10:37,38 it says, "That word, I say, ye know, … after the baptism, which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:"   

The 69 weeks or 483 years takes us to A.D. 27 and Jesus’ anointing by baptism. There is one week of the 70 weeks, or 7 years of the 490 years, remaining.

Now notice Daniel 9:26,27 "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: (Why was Jesus cut off?  For who's sins?  For your sins and mine.) and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; Isaiah 53:8 “he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” 
Daniel 9:26,27 “And he shall confirm the covenant with many for (how long?)  one week:  and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, . . . "

Here's the final week of the seventy weeks prophesied about in Vs.24.  The final 7 years.  "And he shall be cut off . . . . in the midst of the week. . " 

What's the middle of seven? Three and a half. Three and a half years, or the middle of the week, the seven years, would be the Spring of 31 A.D. 

What happened in the Spring of 31 AD? Jesus, the Son of God was crucified!  What else would He do at that time? According to the Bible "he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." Sacrifice and offering came to an end when Jesus died.  How did that take place? 

God gave them a big clue. God rent in two the veil of the temple separating the apartment of the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. That was the hour of the evening sacrifice and the knife fell from the priest’s hand, and the lamb sacrifice escaped. Did the Jews take the clue? Sadly, they continued to offer animal sacrifices and perform services that had ended at the cross.

The entire animal sacrificing ceremony only had meaning as it pointed to the cross. But when the Lamb of God died in the midst of the week, right on time, animal sacrifice was nailed to the cross. 

Jesus died right on time. The necessary sacrifice for sin had been completed, and Jesus said it is finished. All these prophetic dates exactly fit the crucial events of Jesus' life. Jesus died in the spring of 31 AD, exactly 3 1/2 years into the final week of the prophecy. Jesus is who He claimed to be, the Messiah.  This is the foundation of our faith. 

 We have 70 weeks, 69 to the Messiah, and we have 1 in between. The Futurists have taken the 70th week out of its context, and without any Biblical support, thrown it 2000 years into the future and applied to the end of time. They say that the 70th week applies to the last days after the rapture, and the Jewish people are going to be God's people again, during a 7-year tribulation. That's where that idea comes from. Satan has cunningly confused many sincere folks in today's Christian community, to wrongly apply the 70th week to a false understanding of the Antichrist. 

Daniel 9:27 "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: ..."  It is Christ, not the Antichrist whom the Bible speaks about making a covenant with many!

Matthew 26:28 says, "For this is my blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many for the remission of sins.“ Jesus is the maker of the eternal, everlasting covenant with man-kind and He sealed or confirmed that covenant with His own blood on Calvary. The covenant that if we sinned, and rebelled against Him He would give His life for our salvation. 

Alright now, Jesus came announcing that the time had been fulfilled for the first part of this prophecy, what about the end of the 2300 years and His final work in the heavenly sanctuary? 

Just as Jesus was baptized on time; died on time; went into the Holy Place to begin His high priestly ministry on time; now, in the time of the end, He went into His final phase of judgment in the Most Holy Place right on time, so that He may fulfill the type given in the earthly sanctuary by performing a work of judgment, by cleansing the heavenly sanctuary of the record of all sin before He returns to this earth. 

Daniel 8:14. "And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."
The cleansing of the sanctuary was a day of judgment for Israel and it symbolized the final judgment. When would this cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary, or final judgment begin? If 490 years are cut off from the 2300 years, then we have 1810 years left. 

So 1810 years added to A.D.34 take us to the year 1844. Since the year 1844 we've been living in what the Bible calls “God's judgment hour.”

The angel Gabriel in Daniel 12:4, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” For 168+ years we've been living in the "time of the end."

According to Bible prophecy, we know there were specific dates in AD 27, AD 31 AD and AD 34. The 2300 days, ended on right on time in 1844. 168+ years ago, the judgment began in heaven.  And Christ once, in the time of the end, is going to put away sin. Christ is going to do a work of judgment so He can appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Every person who has ever named the name of Christ will be judged.  Either their sins are being blotted out, and Christ is confessing their name before the Father in heaven, or their name is being blotted from the Lamb’s Book of Life. Jesus is coming soon!  The books of heaven are open!  Our name is coming up for review! 

Jesus will soon declare the verdict, in Revelation 22:11, 12, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:  and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”  

That will be the end of probation. Every case will have been decided. Then after a short period where God’s mercy and grace are withdrawn from this rebellious planet, and God’s wrath is poured out in the seven last plagues, Jesus will come quickly.

Revelation 14:6, 7 Let's read the first angel’s message with a whole new light upon it.  "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred and tongue and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to Him; for the hour of his judgment (what?) is come.” Since the fulfillment of this 2300-day prophecy in 1844, that message has been preached and We who are living now in the anti-typical day of Atonement, the day God's people ought to be afflicting their souls and be dead serious about serving God, making sure our hearts are right, our sins are confessed and that we've made our surrender to Jesus Christ.

Prophecies were given to prepare the world for the first coming of Jesus!   Most people in the time of Christ missed it! 
Today prophecies were given to prepare the world for the second coming of JESUS! 

Both events are the work of Jesus on our behalf, first as the "Lamb of God." (John 1:29); And secondly, His work as the High Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary, ministering the benefits of the blood of that sacrifice on our behalf.  (Heb.9:11, 12).
Revelation 11:19 tells us that in the time of the judgment God opened the door of the temple in heaven. If the door opened, it must have been shut before. The only time the door of the Most Holy Place was opened was on the Day of Atonement. When that door was opened in heaven back in October 1844, something happened on Earth. 

The end time message of Revelation 14:7 began to be proclaimed “Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of his judgment is come.” 
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