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Lesson Handout – February 10, 2007              

The Sanctuary 
We know that when God created man that he took a definite risk. He made man, as he made the angels, with the right to choose to worship and serve God, or to choose to rebel against God and His authority. Of course Satan as Lucifer was the arch rebel and he chose to defy God’s authority and in the process convinced 1/3 of all the angels to join him in his rebellion.


Adam was created with conditional immortality. He was a holy being and possessed the character of God, which is righteousness. So long as he was obedient to God, he had permanent access to the tree of life. If faithful, God would have eventually removed the test of obedience and Adam would have enjoyed unconditional immortality.

Revelation 13:8 speaks about, “…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” God’s love for man was so great He devised a plan to save him if he were to rebel. 


God warned Adam and Eve of the consequences of eating the forbidden fruit in Genesis 3:3 “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”
The day they ate from that tree, was the day they experienced a spiritual dying as well as the beginning of physical death. He no longer possessed the power to be holy and righteous, nor would his posterity. God could have ended their lives that moment, but a sin pardoning Savior stepped in and put into operation, a plan of redemption.


Sin, by Bible definition in 1 John 3:4 is “…the transgression of the law;” and “All unrighteousness is sin.” We are all born with sinful natures and a propensity towards evil. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” The penalty or payment for sin is death, according to Romans 6:23 “…the wages of sin is death…”

So the only way that the transgressor can satisfy the debt created by sin, is by death. He must die. But a loving God stepped in and said there is a way that sinful, rebellious man can be saved. It would have to be by the death of a perfect, innocent substitute. An un-fallen angel would be an innocent potential candidate, however such would not satisfy the demands that God would require. The only substitute that could be considered would have to be the Creator Himself. And so Jesus the Creator; would be, “…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” Revelation 13:8 In God’s timing, the anti-typical redemption would happen, as the plan of salvation is unveiled.


But until then, a type of the redemption plan would be instituted so that everyone since the fall of Adam, all the way up until the cross; would be saved by the same plan vicariously. On the other side of the cross, when a man was truly sorry for his sin, he had to take an innocent, spotless lamb; transfer his sin by confession to the head of the innocent one. Then the innocent substitute would bear the guilt and therefore had to die by the hand of the sinner. The Bible says in Hebrews 9:22, “…without shedding of blood is no remission.” So the plan states that the substitute bearer of sin must die by the shedding of blood, and that he must be put to death by (who?) the hand of the sinner.


Why did God ask Moses to make the sanctuary in the wilderness? It was because God needed a living illustration to show and explain how God saves men. That’s why in Exodus 25:8 God said to Moses, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.”  Exodus 25:40 states, “And look that thou make them after their pattern, which was showed thee in the mount.” So when Moses was in the mount, God gave him a pattern to make a sanctuary, with dimensions, materials to be used in its construction, furnishings and specific details that were to be followed with exactness. This pattern indicated that it had to have an outer courtyard with a brazen altar of sacrifice, a laver for washing, and in the proper location, the two apartment sanctuary with its necessary furniture. 


I will give you a brief snapshot description of the Sanctuary. It is important that we see the entire sanctuary service as a miniature illustration of the plan of salvation. The sanctuary service was an illustration of Jesus' death and His High Priestly ministry. God used it as a visual aid to help us understand how God has chosen to deal with the sin problem that has entered planet Earth. 


The courtyard was rectangular and measured 75’ x 150’. The entrance was on the 75’ wide east end. As you came into the courtyard, you first encounter the brazen altar of sacrifice where animals were killed and burned. The next item was the laver, which was between the sanctuary and the altar of burnt offering. The sanctuary itself measured 15’ wide x 45’ in length and was centered toward the west end. The entrance to the first apartment of the sanctuary was on the east side and went into the holy place, which was 15’ x 30’. The priest ministered in this apartment daily throughout the year. The second apartment was the Most Holy place where the presence of God was. It measured 15’ x 15’. Only the high priest went into this apartment once a year, and that was on the Day of Atonement. If you would like to read about the details of the sanctuary and the courtyard, you will find it in Exodus chapters 25-27. The additional details regarding what the priests and high priest were to wear; are given in Exodus chapter 28. You can study this during the week. 


Now listen carefully, and this is most important, as the atonement did not end with the sacrifice. This is where most Christians today are in grave error, as they say that the atonement ended at the cross with the sacrifice. But the atonement was a process that had several steps in removing the sin altogether. When someone had sinned and came under conviction, it was necessary that they bring a spotless innocent lamb as a sacrifice. Of course, before the cross, the sacrifice symbolically and vicariously represented Jesus. Now the guilty sinner would be positioned near the brazen altar. The sinner would place his hands on the head of the sacrifice and confess, thereby transferring the sin to the lamb. Since the penalty for sin is death, Romans 6:23, and without shedding of blood there is no remission, Hebrews 9:22, the confessor must now take a knife and cut the throat of the lamb, thereby shedding its blood. 


The priest catches some blood in a basin and he proceeds towards the sanctuary. Before entering the first apartment he must wash his hands and feet in the laver, which is between the sanctuary and the altar of burnt offering. He then enters the holy place. In the Holy Place are three articles of furniture. On the North side is the table of showbread, which represents Jesus, the bread of life. On the South side is the seven golden lamp stand, representing Jesus, the light of the world. Separating the two apartments is a veil with the altar of incense in front of the veil. The priest would sprinkle the blood of the sin offering before the veil seven times. He would dip his thumb in the blood and put some on the horns of the altar of sweet incense. Thus the sin was transferred to the sanctuary, and there it remained in the Holy place all year. As the priests would minister in the Holy Place every day throughout the year, there would be a significant accumulation of sin.


The tenth day of the seventh month was a very solemn time for the camp of Israel, and it was called the Day of Atonement, what the Jews call Yom Kippur today. On this day once a year, the high priest would have to make the very necessary personal preparation before going into the Most Holy Place in the presence of God. In this second apartment of the sanctuary was the Ark and Mercy Seat. Inside the Ark were the two tables of stone, the Ten Commandments. The mercy seat covered the ark and upon it were two cherubim, which faced each other and were looking down. God’s presence was between the cherubim.


A Lord’s goat and a scape goat were selected and the Lord’s goat was killed. Its blood was brought into the Most Holy place and, if God had accepted the sacrifice, it was to symbolically cleanse the sanctuary. At that point the sins were carried out of the sanctuary by the high priest and transferred to the head of the scape goat. The scape goat was then led into the wilderness by a fit man, and it was never to be seen again. The camp of Israel had been forgiven and the sanctuary was cleansed. 


Satan does not want Christians to understand the Sanctuary, and the reason would be its relevance to the whole plan of salvation. As long as you are in the dark on the Sanctuary, you would be susceptible of believing Satan’s lie that the atonement ended at the cross, and you would therefore be unaware of what Jesus is doing right now in the heavenly Sanctuary.


But as you can see, the process of Atonement had many steps. It is important that we see the entire sanctuary service as a miniature illustration of the plan of salvation.  The sanctuary service was illustrative of Jesus' death and His High Priestly ministry. God used it as a visual aid to help us understand how God has chosen to deal with the sin problem that has entered planet Earth. Now let’s fast forward to our day to catch the relevance of the heavenly sanctuary. You see when Jesus died, He was not and could not be the priest, for He was the sacrifice and was the object of receiving the confessed sins of the repentant ones. He therefore had to die and shed His blood. But the atonement could not end there. Upon His resurrection and ascension in AD 31, He became our High Priest, carrying our sins to the Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary, beginning a ministry in our behalf.


The Bible talks about a specific time when the Sanctuary was to be cleansed and we find that in Daniel 8:14, “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  Now we know from our study today, the Day of Atonement was the day the earthly sanctuary was to be cleansed, and that was the one day in the year that the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place. What happened in the earthly was in type. Jesus fulfilled and continues to fulfill everything as the Great Anti-type. He was the Anti-typical Sacrifice as the “…Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1:29


And He became the Anti-typical High Priest when He entered the heavenly Holy Place in AD 31.  And just as the high priest would enter the Most Holy Place on the tenth day of the seventh month, so Jesus would enter the Most Holy Place on the anti-typical Day of Atonement and begin the judgment, or the cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary. When did that happen? We know from Daniel 8:14, “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” This is the longest time prophecy in the Bible. We know according to Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6, that one prophetic day equals one literal year. Therefore Daniel 8:14 is saying from one specific date, it would be 2,300 years to the date that Jesus begins the judgment in heaven. What we need to know is when it started, so that we can arrive at the date when Jesus began His work in the Most Holy Place. We will discover that next week when we begin,

This study could go on for hundreds of pages, but ultimately the central theme of the whole sanctuary system is Jesus.  Jesus is the Door, the spotless Lamb, our High Priest.  He is the Light of the World and the Bread of Life.  He is the Living Water in the laver and the Rock upon which is written the law of God in the ark.  His love is the gold shimmering throughout the holy place.  It is His blood that makes it possible for us to approach the Father.  Indeed, Jesus is the essence of the temple, for He said, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. ...But he spake of the temple of his body" (John 2:19,21).

Next Saturday night, February 17, 2007, we will begin the study on the 8th chapter of Daniel, his vision and the longest time prophecy in the Bible, the 2,300 year prophecy, and find out when Jesus entered the Most Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary.
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“The outer courtyard measured 150' (100 cubits - Exodus 27:9) x 75' wide (50 cubits - Exodus 27:12, 13)
The Sanctuary measured 45' (30 cubits) x 15' (10 cubits). The Holy place or first apartment measures
30'(20 cubits) x 15' (10 cubits). The Most Holy Place measures 15 x 15' (10 cubits x 10 cubits)

In the Holy Place, the Table of Shewbread (Northside) was 36 L x 18" W x 27" H (Exodus 25:23)

The Golden Candiesticks or Lampstand was on the Southside of the Holy Place. (Exodus 25:31-40)

The Golden Altar was before the vail and measured 18" L x 18" W x 36" H. (Exodus 30.2)

The Ark and the Mercy Seat were in the Most Holy Place. The Ark measured 45°L x 27" W x 27" H (Ex. 25:10)
The Mercy seat measures 45" L x 27" W (Exodus 26:17) Inside the Ark and under the Mercy Seat were
the Ten Commandments)

Inthe outer court near the entrance was the Brazen Altar where the animals were slain. The Brazen Alar
measured 7-112' L x 7-1/2' W x 4-1/2' H (Exodus 27:1)
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