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2/10/13 – 32SH  “Satan’s Lies that Christians Love” Part 6
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – “Satan’s Lies that Christians Love” Part 6
Before we begin, let us pray…
Father in heaven, once again we thank you for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who is Lord of those who are obedient. Unstop our deaf ears and open our blind eyes, so that we may see that we have swallowed many of Satan’s lies, and help us turn from these numerous errors; especially the terrible lie we will discuss today. Bless us with understanding in this new year; in Jesus’ name we do pray, Amen.

In the last 5 programs I presented, “Satan’s lies that Christians Love.” If you have been listening you would realize that much of the Christian world has not only been embracing many of Satan’s lies, but they actually are defending them as if they were true.

In Biggest Lie number one: Sunday is the Lord’s Day. False! God says it is one of the six working days. Saturday has been God’s Sabbath from the seventh day of Creation. 
In Biggest Lie number two: The dead are in heaven or hell. False! Enoch, Elijah, Moses and the specially resurrected ones at Christ’s death and resurrection are in heaven.  The rest of the dead await the resurrection. 
In Biggest Lie number three: Hell-fire burns today. False, it is future, after the millennium, and it is of short duration.
In Biggest Lie number four: Jesus will secretly rapture the church and the remaining have a second chance for salvation. False! We gave 7 events from scripture about the real second coming of Jesus. 
In Biggest Lie number five: The Ten Commandments were nailed to the cross. False! Only the Law of Moses was nailed to the cross. 
And now I give you  Satan’s Biggest Lie number 6 – Once Saved, Always Saved, the dangerous doctrine of eternal security. This is one of those lies that Christians Love above most.
I hear professed Christians all the time giving the date they were saved, but such a declaration is presumptuous. The fact is that IF you are meeting God’s conditions for salvation, you are in a process of being saved. This “Once Saved, Always Saved” doctrine reminds me of the wanderer in the dessert, lost, dehydrated, and struggling to hold on to life in a blazing hot sun, when suddenly up ahead he sees a body of water and believes he is saved. But when he reaches the spot where he thought was life, he learns too late that it was only a mirage.
Heaven is our goal. The New Jerusalem city of God will be the home of the redeemed during the millennium.  Speaking of the New Jerusalem, John said, "There shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth." No one who continues in sin will be saved. Revelation 21:27. Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God." Matthew 5:8.
Paul wrote, "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, . . . nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards . . . shall inherit the kingdom of God." 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10. 

Christ explains one this about eternal life, in John 15:5 , 6,  "I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned." Security is eternal only for those whose faith is eternally fixed on Jesus, and whose life is connected to the one who is our life. Obviously, we can choose to be lost no matter how saved we once thought we were. Everything depends on maintaining the divine connection with the true vine

Nowhere in the Bible is entrance into God's kingdom tied to a momentary, or even temporary, faith experience of the past. Salvation is a dynamic, growing relationship with the only One who has eternal life to bestow. The very life of God can be shared with men, but NEVER APART FROM A LIVING UNION WITH CHRIST! "He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life." 1 John 5:12. 

All these verses are really saying the same thing. Willful sin shatters the relationship by which eternal life is obtained. There is an eternal "IF" in every consideration of eternal security. "IF we walk in the light . . . the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John 1:7. "IF that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father." 1 John 2:24. "IF any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him." Hebrews 10:38. "IF a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch." John 15:6. "IF a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." John 8:51. "IF thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." Romans 11:22. "IF ye do these things, ye shall never fall." 2 Peter 1:10. "For we are made partakers of Christ, IF we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end." Hebrews 3:14. "IF we endure, we shall also reign with him: IF we deny him, he also will deny us." 2 Timothy 2:12 (RSV). " For IF we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins." Hebrews 10:26. "IF any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 1 John 2:15. "Ye are my friends, IF ye do whatsoever I command you." John 15:14. "IF ye live after the flesh, ye shall die." Romans 8:13.

Paul recognized the fearful possibility of being cast out of God's presence in the end unless he curbed the fleshly propensities to sin. Said he, ". . . lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." 1 Corinthians 9:27.

Paul also speaks of the possibility of born-again believers suffering damnation because they receive the Lord's Supper unworthily. "For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself." 1 Corinthians 11:29, and in 1 Timothy 5:12. "Having damnation because they have cast off their first faith." How plain it is that believers can "cast off their first faith" and go into final damnation, even while attending church. 

"He that doeth righteousness is righteous . . . He that committeth sin is of the devil." 1 John 3:7, 8. Sin is breaking any one of the Ten Commandments, including the fourth, God’s seventh day Sabbath. 
Hebrews 10:23 opens up a line of argument against the once-saved, always-saved position that no one can refute. The passage begins this way: "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering." And after that, "For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, …” That’s verse 26. Notice verse 38! " Now the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul." 
In Hebrews 6:4-6 we find another striking statement. "For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame." So a once born again person can place them self out of God's reach by their own actions. 

One of the strongest texts in the Bible that proves a person can turn away from Christ and be lost even after he has made a profession of being saved is 2 Peter 2:20-22: "If after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." The lesson here is obvious. 

The Spirit of God is not silent on this point. Listen: "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils." 1 Timothy 4:1. When will this happen? When will some depart from the faith? In the latter times. That would be right now.

Finally, let us look at the text which has probably been quoted more than any other to support the doctrine of eternal security. Jesus said, "I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." John 10:28, 29.  What a tremendous promise this should be for every trusting child of God! At first glance, it does seem to guarantee some sort of immunity against spiritual loss, but we have not read the entire text. Verse 27 is an integral part of the thought, and it lays down a specific condition for the fulfillment of the promise in verses 28 and 29. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life." Please notice that it is only God's true followers who nestle safely in His protecting hand. He gives eternal life only to the faithful sheep who hear and follow Him. It is this hearing and following which provides immunity against being plucked away by the devil or his agents. The protection is from enemies without who seek to carry off the sheep, but not from the unfaithfulness of the sheep who might choose not to follow any longer. No one can pluck them out of the Father's hand, but they may choose to jump out at any time. God never even hints that He will interfere with the freedom of choice of His followers. Christians can choose to be lost just as surely as sinners can choose to be saved. 
The basis of salvation is that we are saved by the grace of God through faith in what Jesus did on the cross. But there are 5 conditions we must meet to assure our salvation. #1. Believe in Jesus; #2. Repent of sins committed; #3. Confess all known sins; #4. Be baptized; #5. Keep the commandments. We shoals also make restitution to those we have wronged.
The next broadcast will be “Satan’s Lies that Christians Love” Part 7 The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s day at 9:30 AM for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus.  
