Sabbath February 12, 2005

“The Characters of God’s Remnant People”

Last Sabbath I am sure that I stunned many of you that were at the seminar, when I asked for the people that are holy, to raise their hands. Indeed it produced a mixed and confusing reaction. Even Jere Franklin was taken back and didn’t know what to make of my question.

Well brothers and sisters we are not to make statements like I am saved, because most of those who do will be lost. We have specific counsel in those regards, COL 155, “Those who accept Christ, and in their first confidence say, I am saved, are in danger of trusting to themselves. They lose sight of their own weakness and their constant need of divine strength. They are unprepared for Satan's devices, and under temptation many, like Peter, fall into the very depths of sin. We are admonished, "Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." 1 Cor. 10:12. Our only safety is in constant distrust of self, and dependence on Christ.”  {COL 155.2}

No, I had a reason for asking that question, as it was precipitated by the closing events chart. Jere shows that probation ends for God’s church before it ends for the world, which is not a new revelation. But what is noteworthy is the fact, that he has probation ending for God’s church when the National Sunday law is enforced.

Here was the point of my question, and I do not want anyone to be embarrassed if they did or didn’t raise their hand. But when probation ends for any person, whether it is through death by accidental or natural causes, our eternal destiny is fixed, and nothing can be done to change it. He or she who is holy, will be holy in the judgment. We will not be able to hope God makes an exception. Either our case will stand before the judgment seat of God’s throne, wearing the robe of Christ’s righteousness, or it will be clad in the rags of unrighteousness.

When we make the statement I am saved, we are very much like Peter in the garden. Let us turn to the account recorded in Matthew 26:31 “Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.”
We then pick up Peter’s response in Matthew 26:33-35 “Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.”


Yet within a few hours he denied Jesus in verse 70. He said in his second denial verse 72, “And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man.” In verses 74,75 came the third denial, “Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.

Thank God for this recorded experience of our brother Peter that was to teach us the folly of trusting in self. This man spent 3-1/2 years learning at the feet of Jesus. He learned the lesson of the foolishness of pride when God washed his feet hours earlier. But now he was to learn the bitter lesson of trusting in self. His subsequent deep repentance brought about forgiveness from God, but till the day of his death, he could never again feel worthy for the regrettable experience that occurred that unforgetful night.  

When the time of bitter test and trial came, he failed miserably. We are very soon to come to a period of test and trial, where we are each and every one of us, going to face it under the most trying circumstances. Satan will unleash his fury upon us and the question none of us can answer at this or even that time will be, who shall be able to stand?

I will say this however, that if we are daily drawing closer and closer to Jesus and His righteousness, the more clearly we will see our own faulty unworthiness, which will cause us to be less trusting in ourselves, and more dependent upon the power of God to be an overcomer.

The testimony of Jesus is, “It was necessary for Peter to learn his own defects of character, and his need of the power and grace of Christ. The Lord could not save him from trial, but He could have saved him from defeat. Had Peter been willing to receive Christ's warning, he would have been watching unto prayer. He would have walked with fear and trembling lest his feet should stumble. And he would have received divine help so that Satan could not have gained the victory.”  {COL 155.3}

So when we make the rash statement, “I am saved, or I am holy,” we set ourselves up to come under the assault of Satan, as he loves the challenge. It would be better for our testimony to be, “I have accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior, and by His grace and power to overcome all sin and temptation, I will be ready to meet Him when He comes.”

When we are either rising at the second coming, or translated and then rising to meet Jesus, I believe that then and only then, it will be safe to say, “Praise God, I am saved.” 

“It was through self-sufficiency that Peter fell; and it was through repentance and humiliation that his feet were again established. In the record of his experience every repenting sinner may find encouragement. Though Peter had grievously sinned, he was not forsaken. The words of Christ were written upon his soul, "I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." Luke 22:32. In his bitter agony of remorse, this prayer, and the memory of Christ's look of love and pity, gave him hope. Christ after His resurrection remembered Peter, and gave the angel the message for the women, "Go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see Him." Mark 16:7. Peter's repentance was accepted by the sin-pardoning Saviour.”  {COL 155.4}

Now here is the encouragement for us, continuing COL 156 “And the same compassion that reached out to rescue Peter is extended to every soul who has fallen under temptation. It is Satan's special device to lead man into sin, and then leave him, helpless and trembling, fearing to seek for pardon. But why should we fear, when God has said, "Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me?" Isaiah 27:5.”

I am going to encourage dialogue from this point on.

Of this we can be sure. Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed.” We are that remnant and we are in a battle for our eternal life. We are left with but few precious moments to make preparation for the time ahead. What garment are we going to wear to the wedding feast? What is the garment? Yes the garment is our character.

Could we take anything else to heaven besides our character? No. Could God take us to heaven if we had objectionable traits of character? No. Why not? It would pollute heaven. Isn’t God going to change our characters when He comes? No. Our bodies will be changed, but our characters are fixed. We are left to remedy the defects in our character before our probation ends. Could our probation end before it ends for the church? How? Accident or death by natural causes. How soon could that happen? Any moment of any day. (Example of my father.) 


Let’s discuss now some of the character flaws that we need to remedy before our probation should end. I’m not talking about the Ten Commandments, even though character flaws could be found as a root of one or more commandments, no I’m speaking more about the seemingly acceptable behaviors that have no business being a part of those who profess to be among God’s remnant people. 

This is serious business my brothers and sisters as we need to get ready. And we can’t be zeroing in on what’s wrong with a brother or sister, and have our own characters so flawed that our case would not be found worthy in the judgment.


I’m going to ask Sister__________ to stand at the board and list, from congregational participation, Godly traits of character on the left side, and ungodly traits on the other. Please do not speak out, but rather raise your hand. We will alternate, Godly, then the corresponding ungodly trait.


I am going to ask the deacons to pass out a form that I want you all to participate in, where as Sister _____ lists the traits, you put them on your own form. We may use all the lines on the form so try to get a couple traits on each line. Now over to the right you will see a column that has an X. Any time we hit an ungodly trait of character you know you need help from heaven above, put an X and a circle around the trait. Even if it is a Godly trait, if you do not possess it, or you feel you have it but you need to strengthen in that area, circle that item and put an X in the left column.


I want everyone here to take this matter seriously as this form is what you will present to the Lord each morning in your prayers to begin each day. Love and Unity at Victory is what we are striving for and certainly preparing our characters to be without spot or wrinkle, so that if our probation were to suddenly end, our record can stand before a righteous God wearing the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Is there any questions before we begin?


I’m going to be first and list a character trait and I want you to tell me which side this should go on. IMPATIENCE. Yes, ungodly. We’ll list that on the left side. What naturally would be the Godly corresponding trait? PATIENCE. Don’t raise your hand, but answer this question for yourself. Do you have bouts with impatience? Would God want a person in heaven who has not gotten the victory over impatience? Why not? If they are not patient with people here, they will be impatient even with angels. 

The scriptures say in Luke 8:15 “But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.”  

Luke 21:19 “In your patience possess ye your souls.” Paraphrasing I would have to say “Get a grip for your salvation’s sake.” 

Rev. 14:12, “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” God’s saints will be a patient people. Brothers and sisters, we here in God’s remnant church must be loving and patient with each other.

From the Spirit of Prophecy:

{1T 305.1}   

“Christ's followers should have command of their own spirit, not allowing themselves to speak fretfully or impatiently. He (or she) should study the effect of his (or her) words, lest they leave sadness and a blight.” 


This additional counsel from:


{4T 547.1} 

“Care must be taken that the religion of Christ be not made repulsive by harshness or impatience. The servant of God should seek, by meekness, gentleness, and love, rightly to represent our holy faith.”

Now listen especially to this testimony of Jesus in:


{2SM 235.5}

When we give way to impatience, we drive the Spirit of God out of the heart, and give place to the attributes of Satan. Did you hear that? Whose attributes are displayed with impatience? Not Jesus.

Now with all that said, is there hope for a brother or sister among us who may have a serious problem with impatience? What should they do? Plead daily with God for the power to overcome, then cooperate with God’s spirit.


By a raised hand, who would be next to give an ungodly trait, and if you can, give me a scripture that would support that trait.


Next: What would be a corresponding Godly trait?


Keep alternating.

Possibilities: 

Ungodly:

Impatience, gossip, faultfinding, back-biting, evil surmising, harmful criticism, self-exaltation, self-sufficiency, extravagant, loud and forceful, unforgiving, false, deceptive, unjust, impure, hateful, dishonest, faithless, intemperance, unpleasant and disagreeable, rude, messy and untidy, immoral, unrighteous, vain speaking, anger, manipulating others, 

Let’s look at what Paul talks about members within the church, in the 2nd book of Timothy chapter 3:2-5   For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous (lovers of money), boasters (speaking with too much pride or exaggeration about oneself), proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection (unloving-willfully harms a family member, aborts a child), trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce (savage, brutal), despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady (headstrong), high-minded (haughty or conceited), lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.  

Godly: 

patient, a good report, edification, gentle reproof, humility, trusting in the Divine, modest, quiet, God-fearing, forgiving,

Philippians 4:8   Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things [are] honest, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] lovely, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue, and if [there be] any praise, think on these things.  

2 Peter 1:5-7  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  cleanliness, moral, righteous, 
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