2/14/10 – 7SH - “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 7
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? Part 7
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, Heavenly Father as we continue on this most important subject regarding “What Must I Do to be Saved?” guide us we pray into a correct understanding in Jesus name, Amen.

Right now I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s Law.
Over the last six weeks we studied the steps which lead to salvation. We covered those steps in great detail and we are not going to go into any further detail on those steps. We will review what those steps we covered were. Sinners are not naturally drawn to Christ. The heart must be in a condition so that it can be responsive to the drawing power of the Holy Spirit which leads the sinner to: REPENTANCE; followed by CONFESSION; next the third step is: CONSECRATION; then FAITH and ACCEPTANCE; followed by the 5th step which is THE TEST OF DISIPLESHIP; which led us last week to the next condition of salvation BAPTISM. The scriptures say in Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Jesus our example in all things was baptized by immersion and that is the only acceptable for of baptism. Let’s go on now.
A person should not delay baptism thinking that he must be sure he will never slip and fall; as that is like saying a baby should never try to walk until certain that he will never slip and fall. A new Christian is a new-born babe in Christ. This is why the conversion experience is called the “new birth.” The ugly sinful past no longer exists for a child of God, as that past has been forgiven and forgotten by God. God judges us on our attitude and the trend of our life, rather than on a few slips and falls we may experience as immature Christians.
Baptism is not the graduation, but it should not be entered into too soon either. Basic instruction is important as too many people have been baptized before conversion and they come up from the water a wet sinner with their carnal nature intact. 

How long does it take to prepare for baptism? That depends on the person. Some grasp things more quickly than others, but in most cases, preparation can be made in short order. Conversion is the key. Here are some Bible examples: A. Ethiopian treasurer – Acts 8:26-39 – Although he had been studying on his own, he was baptized the same day that Philip had shown him the missing parts of the Bible truth he coveted to learn. B. Philippian jailer and his family – Acts 16:23-34. Baptized the same night they heard truth. C. Saul of Tarsus – Acts 9:1-18 – Baptized three days after Jesus spoke to him on the road to Damascus. D. Cornelius – Acts 10:1-48 – Baptized same day he heard truth. Conclusion: At conversion, God forgives and forgets our past; God miraculously transforms us into spiritual beings; God adopts us as His own sons and daughters. Certainly no truly converted person would want to delay baptism, which in effect publicly pays tribute to Jesus for working all these miracles in our lives. The next step we need to cover is:
GROWING UP INTO CHRIST

Those who are just converted to Christ are, "as new-born babes," (1 Peter 2:2) to "grow up" (Ephesians 4:15) to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. It is only through the life which God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can live. So it is only through the life from God that spiritual life is begotten in the hearts of men. Unless a man is "born from above," (John 3:3) he cannot become a partaker of the life which Christ came to give. 


In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of grace as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who choose to breathe this life-giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.


Jesus said, "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. . . . Without Me ye can do nothing." John 15:4, 5. You are just as dependent upon Christ, in order to live a holy life, as is the branch upon the parent stock for growth and fruitfulness. Apart from Him you have no life. You have no power to resist temptation or to grow in grace and holiness. Abiding in Him, you may flourish. Drawing your life from Him, you will not wither nor be fruitless.


Many have an idea that they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sin, but now they seek by their own efforts to live aright. But every such effort must fail. Jesus says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness,--all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,--by abiding in Him, --that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but the Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us, not only at the beginning and the end of our course, but at every step of the way.


By faith you became Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him--by giving and taking. You are to give all,--your heart, your will, your service,--give yourself to Him to obey all His requirements; and you must take all,--Christ, the fullness of all blessing, to abide in your heart, to be your strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper,--to give you power to obey.


A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon His love, upon the beauty, the perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love --this is the subject for the soul's contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into His likeness.


We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20.


The disciples were men "subject to like passions as we are." James 5:17. They had the same battle with sin to fight. They needed the same grace, in order to live a holy life.


When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.


All that Christ was to the disciples, He desires to be to His children today; for in that last prayer, with the little band of disciples gathered about Him, He said, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word." John 17:20.  

     Jesus prayed for us, and He asked that we might be one with Him, even as He is one with the Father. What a union is this! The Saviour has said of Himself, "The Son can do nothing of Himself;" "the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works." John 5:19; 14:10. Then if Christ is dwelling in our hearts, He will work in us "both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Philippians 2:13. We shall work as He worked; we shall manifest the same spirit. And thus, loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall "grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." Ephesians 4:15. Our next step is:
WORKING FOR CHRIST

Wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blessing.  Love to Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessing and uplifting of humanity. It will lead to love, tenderness, and sympathy toward all the creatures of our heavenly Father's care.

     The Saviour's life on earth was not a life of ease and devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the manger to Calvary He followed the path of self-denial and sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful travels and exhausting care and labor. He said, "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28.


So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do all they can to make the world better for their stay in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace.

Once again, it seems we just get started and the clock says it’s time to wrap it up for this week. We will continue with part 8 of “What Must I Do to be Saved? Or What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life?” next week at this same time.

Friends, In Psalms 119:165 says, “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” God’s seventh day Sabbath is part of God’s Law and He’s calling His true people back to keeping it in this final generation on planet earth. We will be keeping the seventh day Sabbath in heaven and through all eternity, why not start keeping it this coming Saturday and experience that great peace that commandment keepers enjoy. Come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. Sabbath School starts at 9:45 and the worship hour begins at 11 a.m.

This coming April, world renown evangelist Ray DeCarlo will be coming to South Hill to present a series about these final days before Jesus comes, that will be held at the Days Inn Conference Center. We will keep you updated on those meetings in the weeks to come.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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