February 16, 2008

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“HELL”  
The title of today’s sermon is: “HELL,” And like last week’s sermon on the state of the dead, this will be more of a teaching sermon, showing how to use a Bible marking plan in order to conduct a Bible study with a new student.
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?

Now the idea is to so set up your Bible, that you can give a Bible study with no other reference material but the Bible itself.

Today we will so mark our Bibles so as to give a study on the subject of HELL and clear up some of the deceptions associated with it. You would be surprised at how many people think it is burning right now and the devil is in charge.

 Here is what you need to do. Turn to the back of your Bible and in a blank space, write HELL. Next to it write HL1- 2 Peter2:9. This will be your starting point in the Bible study. Now turn in your Bible to 2 Peter2:9. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, HL1- 2 Peter2:9. Next to it write HL2- Matthew 13:40-42. Then as if you’re giving the study, read 2 Peter2:9 and make a statement summarizing the verse or you could ask a question. In this case you might say, (How many souls are being punished in Hell today? The answer has to be none as the Scripture teaches it is future.)
Now tell your student that we are now going to Matthew 13:40-42. When you get there, write at the top of the page, HL2- Matthew 13:40-42. Next to it, write HL3- John 12:48. Now read to your student Matthew 13:40-42 and make a statement, such as (Jesus confirms that punishment in hell fire is at the end of this world.) Now tell your student we will turn next to John 12:48. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, HL3- John 12:48. Next to it, write HL4- John 5:28, 29. Now read to your student John 12:48 and make a statement like, (According to Jesus, no one receives their punishment until the judgment.)  
Now tell your student that we are now going to John 5:28, 29. And this is the sequence you will use. Of course when you are actually giving a study, all the scriptures will be written at the top of each page and the Bible study will have a nice flow. From here on out, I will give many more subsequent texts and you will mark your Bibles accordingly. 
When we finish today, I will give everyone a handout with 37 Bible references to the subject of HELL and most have comments or statements, or may even ask a question. Now keep in mind that when you are giving a Bible study using the Bible Marking Plan, that does not mean you have to do all 54 texts under the “Sabbath,” or all 37 texts for the “State of the Dead,” or all 37 texts for the subject of HELL. If you have a preset time limit like ½ hour or an hour, continue the study until time is up or the student is weary.
HELL
HL1 - 2 Peter 2:9 “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:” (How many souls are being punished in Hell today? The answer has to be none as the Scripture teaches it is future.)
HL2 - Matthew 13:40-42 “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (Jesus confirms that punishment in hell fire is at the end of this world.)
HL3 - John 12:48 “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” (According to Jesus, no one receives their punishment until the judgment.)
HL4 -John 5:28, 29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” (According to Jesus there will be two resurrections and ALL will come up in one or the other.)  
HL5 – Job 21:30, 32 “That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? They shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.  Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb.” (Job confirms that wicked people remain in the grave until they are brought forth in the resurrection when God’s wrath will be felt.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
HL6 – (What is the end result of sin?) Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL7 – James 1:15 “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” (Sin leads to the second death.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL8 – John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (Redeemed believers will have eternal life, whereas the lost will perish in the second death.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
HL9 – (What will happen to the wicked in hell fire?)  Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (The wicked will be obliterated.) 
HL10 - Matthew 13:40-42 “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (The lost will be destroyed by hell-fire, but not at death.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
HL11 - Revelation 20:9 “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” (Fire devours the lost.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
HL12 – Proverbs 11:31 “Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner.” (The saved and the lost receive their just reward here on the earth. When the New Jerusalem city comes down from God out of heaven, Revelation 21:2, and the wicked are raised and as they attempt to capture the city, God destroys them with fire, Revelation 20:10.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
HL13 – 2 Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” (The hell fire does not come until the heavens pass away with a great noise.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

HL14 – Revelation 22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward [is] with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” (No one has gone to hell, nor will they until Jesus comes with either a reward or a punishment.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL15 - Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.” (Jesus said in Matthew what was revealed to John in the previous verse.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

HL16 – Luke 12:47, 48 “And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not [himself], neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many [stripes].” (How long hell fire will burn is not revealed in the Bible, but Jesus makes it clear that some will suffer longer than others as all lost are punished according to their deeds. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few [stripes]. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL17 – Isaiah 47:14 “Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: [there shall] not [be] a coal to warm at, [nor] fire to sit before it.” (This is unquenchable fire as they will not be able to put the fire out. It will burn until it has done its job and destroyed the wicked.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

HL18 - (What will be left when the fire goes out?) Malachi 4:1, 3 “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” “And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do [this], saith the LORD of hosts.” (Satan is the root and his followers are the branches and they shall be burned up and turned into ashes.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

HL19 – Psalm 37:10, 20 “For yet a little while, and the wicked [shall] not [be]: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it [shall] not [be].” “But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD [shall be] as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.” (The Bible is consistently clear about the final and total destruction of the lost.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

HL20 - Matthew 5:30 “And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast [it] from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not [that] thy whole body should be cast into hell.” (There will be no disembodied souls burning in hell, rather people with flesh and blood bodies as Jesus taught.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL21 - Matthew 10:28 “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Jesus made it clear as Matthew recorded two occasions where Jesus taught the destruction of the lost.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

HL22 – Ezekiel 18:20 “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.” (The Old Testament taught that sinners will die and the death spoken hear is the second death.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL23 - Revelation 20:10 “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (Satan will not be in charge of hell as he and his angels will be destroyed in it.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

HL24 - Ezekiel 28:18, 19 “Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.” “All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never [shalt] thou [be] any more.”  (God makes it crystal clear that Satan will be destroyed, become ashes, and be as though he never was.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

HL25 – [Find a blank page in your Bible and this will be where you put the information for HL26. Leave plenty of room as you will be adding additional information regarding Hell on two more occasions] (Does the word Hell as used in the Bible always refer to a place of burning or punishment? The answer is no because the word hell is found 54 times in the Bible. In only 12 cases does it refer to a place of burning. In the Old Testament hell is found 31 times and it is the Hebrew word “sheol” which is interpreted “the grave.” In the New Testament hell is found 10 times and it is the Greek word “hades” which is interpreted “the grave.” Hell is found 12 more times in the New Testament  and it is the Greek word “Gehenna” which was a valley southwest of Jerusalem where they continuously burned garbage, dead animals and other refuse. The last reference for the word hell is also found in the New Testament  and it is the Greek word “Tartarus” which means a place of darkness.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

HL26 - Matthew 25:41 “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” (God’s original plan for hell fire was to destroy Satan and his angels. God wanted all men to be saved, but all in rebellion against God will be destroyed in hell fire as well.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL27 - Revelation 20:15 “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Only the redeemed will have their names in the book of life. Everyone else will be destroyed.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL28 - Psalm 37:10 “For yet a little while, and the wicked [shall] not [be]: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it [shall] not [be].”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

HL29 – [Go back to your page where you enter HL26 as now you will enter the information for HL30]  (God’s purpose for the hell fire is to destroy the Devil, his angels, all sin and all sinners so as to make the earth and all of the universe safe for all eternity. If there were an eternally burning hell where sinners are tormented forever, then the eradication of sin would be impossible, as that would serve to perpetuate sin. God would allow no such torment to continue indefinitely and such a myth slanders God and serves the cause of Satan. The eternal hell of torment is a man made theory that had its origin from Satan led people, not from the Bible. No one will be saved because they feared hell, they will be save because they chose to love and obey Jesus.
HL30 - Ezekiel 33:11 “Say unto them, [As] I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (God wants no one to be lost and pleads for people to turn to righteousness and be saved.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL31 – Luke 9:56 “For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save [them].” (Heaven could do no more to save mankind.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

HL32 – Isaiah 28:21 “For the LORD shall rise up as [in] mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as [in] the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act.” (God Himself will suffer when He destroys the creatures He wanted so much to spend eternity with.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL33 – Nahum 1:9 “What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.” (God can save no one in their sin. They must have victory over sin and be safe to save, as sin can no longer be tolerated.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

HL34 - Isaiah 65:17 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” (God will remove the memory of sin in our glorified bodies.)     
HL35 - Revelation 21:1, 4 “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.” 
HL36 - Revelation 21:3, 4 “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, [and be] their God.” “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” (The Bible says that there will be no more tears, sorrow, crying or pain. That means there will be no place of eternal torment as the former things are forever passed away.) 

HL37 - [Go back to your page where you enter HL26 as now you will enter the information for HL37] (No where in the Bible will you find a doctrine on eternal torment. The wicked will be destroyed with unquenchable fire, which means man cannot put it out. It will burn itself out when everything has become ashes. Jeremiah 17:27 says Jerusalem was to be destroyed with unquenchable fire, but it is not burning today. Matthew 25:46 says the wicked will receive everlasting punishment; it does not say everlasting punishing. The punishment is the second death and it is that death that is everlasting. Matthew 25:41 speaks of everlasting fire for the wicked. Does it go out? Yes. Jude 7 says Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed with everlasting or eternal fire, but they are not burning today. It is the effects that are eternal, not the burning. 
Question: Doesn’t the story of the rich man and Lazarus, Luke 16:19-31, teach an eternal hell of torment? No. Here are the facts. #1. Abraham’s bosom is not in heaven. Hebrews 11:8-10, 16. #2. People in hell could not talk to people in heaven. Isaiah 65:17. #3. The dead are in their graves. Job17:13. #4. Men are rewarded at Christ’s second coming after the judgment, not at death. #5. The lost are punished in the end of the world, not when they die. Matthew 13:40-42. The reason Jesus used this parable is because the Pharisees taught the myth that Abraham’s bosom is where you go when you die. But the whole point of Jesus’ parable is verse 31. “And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”  Jesus raised a real Lazarus a short time later, and the Pharisees were not persuaded.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Question: Doesn’t the Bible speak of the wicked being tormented forever? The word forever as used in the Bible, means a period of time, either limited or unlimited. It is used 56 times in connection with things that have already ended. In Jonah 2:6, forever was 3 days and 3 nights. In Deuteronomy 23:3, forever means 10 generations. In the case of man, forever is as long as he lives. See 1 Samuel 1:22, 28; Exodus 21:6; Psalm 48:14. The wicked will burn in the fire as long as they live, until death. The fire will go out. The earth will be re-created. Sin, suffering and pain will be no more, Revelation 21:4.) 
Conclusion – [Find a blank page in your Bible and put the following information regarding what the Bible teaches about the destruction and the final end of the lost of all the ages, the wicked, Satan and his angels]   

(#1 – They shall die – Ezekiel 18:4, 26; John  8:21; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:13; James 1:15; Revelation 21:8. Die means cease to live. 

#2 – They shall perish -  John 3:16; Psalm 37:20; 92:9; John 10:28; Romans 2:12. Perish means to pass from existence. 

#3 – They shall be cut off – Psalm 37:9, 22, 28; 94:23; Proverbs 2:22; Genesis 9:11. 

#4 – They shall be rooted out – Proverbs 2:22; Isaiah 5:24; Malachi 4:1. 

#5 – They shall be slain – Isaiah 11:4; Luke 19:27; Psalm 34:21; 62:3; 139:19. 

#6 – They shall be destroyed – Job 21:30; Psalm 37:38; 145:20; Isaiah 13:9-11; Matthew 10:28; Revelation 11:18. 

#7 – They shall be consumed – Psalm 37:20; 104:35; Isaiah 5:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:8. 

#8 – They shall be devoured -  Nahum 1:9. 10; Isaiah 33:14; Hebrews 10:27; Revelation 20:7-9; Psalm 21:9. 

#9 – They shall be burned up -  Psalm 97:1-3; Matthew 3:10, 12; 2 Peter 3:7, 10-12.

#10 – They shall melt away – Psalm 68:2; 112:10; Micah 1:4; 2 Peter 3:7, 10-12.

#11 – They shall be turned into smoke – Psalm 37:20; 68:2; Revelation 14:11.

#12 – They shall become ashes – Malachi 4:1-3; 2 Peter 2:6. 2 Peter 2:12 says that they shall not only perish, but utterly perish.

#13 – The wicked shall be destroyed for ever – Psalm 52:5; 92:7.

#14 – They are punished with everlasting destruction – 2 Thessalonians 1:9.

#15 – The lost of all the ages will suffer the second death – Revelation 2:8; 20:6, 14; 21:8.)

Final Note- God has no pleasure in the (2nd) death of the wicked (unsaved), Ezekiel 33:11, 2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:3,4; Ezekiel 18:23, 24, 31, 32. After the wicked have been destroyed, turned to ashes, and the earth is recreated, there will be no more death, sorrow, crying or pain. Revelation 21:4. The everlasting fire Matthew 18:8, the eternal fire Jude 7, and the smoke ascending forever and ever Revelation 14:11, do not teach that the wicked live on in torment, rather that the destruction of the wicked is complete and final and not trace of sin will exist anywhere in the universe.
[End of study] 
If you follow this Bible marking plan and teach with it, you will find that you will have an amazed student who wonders how you became so knowledgeable, all glory to God.

Shall we pray.
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