Mecklenburg Correctional Center – Building 2 (Red) Room1212

Lesson Handout – February 17, 2007              

Daniel 8:14 and the 2300 Year Prophecy
Today, we're going to study the longest time prophecy in the Bible, and as you see its fulfillment and accuracy, it will build your faith in the Word of God, and aid you in renewing a commitment in your life, to be ready for His very soon coming. 

Once again, it is important that we see the entire sanctuary service as a miniature illustration of the plan of salvation.  The sanctuary service illustrates both Jesus' death and His High Priestly ministry. God used it as a visual aid to help us understand how God has chosen to deal with the sin problem that has entered planet Earth.

Last week, we studied the earthly sanctuary, which was a type of the heavenly, and we studied the cleansing of the earthly sanctuary, which represents a type of the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary.

Paul makes a most important statement in the book of Hebrews chapter 8, verses 1 & 2.  

"Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum:  We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens: A minister of the (what?) sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man."  


Here we are told that we have a high priest, Jesus Christ.  He's a minister in the true sanctuary in heaven. 

We previously learned that at a specific time, the heavenly Sanctuary was to be cleansed; and we find that in Daniel 8:14, “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” This is the longest time prophecy in the Bible. We know according to Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6, that one prophetic day equals one literal year. Therefore Daniel 8:14 is saying from one specific date, it would be 2,300 years to the date that Jesus begins the judgment in heaven.


It’s a fact that we can't pinpoint the exact time of Christ's second coming, but Acts 17:31 tells us, "He hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world." So the Bible is clear that there is a specific time period appointed by God when this judgment takes place. 


Now let us read Revelation 14:7, which is the first angel’s end time message; says "Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come:" This has to take place before He comes in verse 14.

Revelation 22:11 announces when probation for the world and the judgment ends, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”

Revelation 22:12 is the second coming and Jesus brings the results of that judgment with Him as He states, "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." This verse exposes another of Satan’s lies that when you die you go to your reward. Only Enoch, Elijah, Moses and the specially resurrected ones that ascended with Jesus, are the only humans that have ever gone to heaven, Christ of course the first fruit. No one else has gone yet, as all that have died will receive their reward at His coming.


What we need to find out now is when the 2300 years started, so that we can pinpoint the year Jesus our High Priest, left the Holy Place and entered the Most Holy Place to begin the work of judgment. 

Once again, Daniel 8:14 "And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." 


This is the longest time prophecy in the Bible and it's loaded with meaning.  Here we have the only prophecy in the entire Bible that will specifically give us a date that marks the beginning of the final judgment and the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary of the record of sin. Its 2300 days, and we have already established that the Bible interpreting itself, appoints a literal year to a prophetic day.


So the angel said after 2300 years that's when the heavenly sanctuary will be cleansed. That's going to take you to the time of the end. Now the time of the end does not mean the "end of time". It is a starting point where the countdown begins until the probation of man will end. In Noah’s time, the time of the end began 120 years before the flood. But when the angel sealed the door on the ark, for those living on the outside, it was the end of time.


We know that we're living in the time of the end today. So we can expect this prophecy to have been fulfilled sometime after the dark ages, in more modern times. Daniel goes on in the next verse and says more.  


Verse 17-19, "So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face:  but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.  Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground; but he touched me, and set me upright.  And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation:  for at the time appointed the end shall be." 

Again, the angel reaffirmed it.  He said there's going to be a specific appointed time that marks when the sanctuary is cleansed after 2300 years. 

Daniel 8:26 "And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days."

In other words, a long time as the vision is going to stretch down to the time of the end.  (Not 2300 literal days; which is only 6 years 140 days, rather 2,300 years!)   

  
Daniel 8:27 "And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it." 

 Daniel couldn't comprehend it.  He said, "Lord what does this mean? Well when Daniel passed out and fainted, the angel Gabriel left him.  


As we begin in chapter 9, time has passed, and Daniel begins to pray. His prayer is recorded in Daniel 9:4-6; 11-13.

 
As he's praying, the angel Gabriel comes back to pick up the interpretation of the vision where he left off.  

Daniel 9:21, 22 "Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation." Verse 22 "And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." 


Verse 23, "At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved:  therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision."


The angel says, "Consider the vision." The vision of the 2300 years that was given in Daniel 8, but he fainted. Gabriel comes back a number of years later, in answer to Daniel's prayer to help him understand that vision.  


Now we're going to go through this prophecy of 2300 years until the sanctuary is cleansed, and to make it easier, the angel divides the prophecy in two parts for us. 


Daniel 9:24 he says, "Seventy weeks are determined, upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." 
Let's read that verse slowly and understand what it means,

"Seventy weeks (prophetic weeks), are determined, (The Hebrew word determined literally means "cut off" like an amputation) . . . upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, (looking forward to Jesus' first coming) and to seal up the vision and prophecy…”

We need to remember that time in prophecy is not literal. A prophetic day equals a literal year. Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6

So obviously this time period has to be symbolic. The angel deals with the first 70 weeks of the prophecy of 2300 days.  But we will deal with this first 70 weeks next Saturday night February 24th. 


Daniel 9:25, gives us the needed clue as to when the 2300 years was to begin, "Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build (what city?) Jerusalem... ."


Now here is our beginning event.  When the commandment goes forth to restore and rebuild the city of Jerusalem, that's when all this is going to begin. When did that commandment go forth to restore and rebuild the city of Jerusalem?  To get the Bible answer, keep your finger here, but turn to the book of Ezra. Ezra is between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah. 


Ezra 6:14 "And the elders of the Jews builded and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia." 

 
Here we have the prophecy about rebuilding the city of Jerusalem.  But it says there are three kings that gave decrees.  There was first of all Cyrus who gave the decree in 537 B.C.  Next was Darius in 520 B.C.  Then there's Artaxerxes in 457 B.C.  The first two decrees that were given by Cyrus and Darius resulted only in the reconstruction of the Temple, which was completed in 516/515 B.C. (Ezra 6:15-18).  The city was not rebuilt, only the Temple. Therefore they don't meet the requirements of the prophecy. 


In the third choice, found in Ezra 7, the command was completed by Artaxerxes; verses 7, 11-13, 16, 21, 23, 27. When Artaxerxes comes on the scene, he favors God's chosen people, the Jewish nation, and he gives the major decree, in which Ezra was given permission to reconstruct the city.  Artaxerxes command is the one Ezra concentrates on.  It was the most complete command because it was the one that allowed them to be established again as an independent nation. Much of the next chapter is dealing with this command.  


Ezra 7:13  "I make a (what?) decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee." 

 He let everybody go that wanted to go back to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.  He gave a decree to Ezra the priest, reestablishing the governmental autonomy of Judah.  They began to rebuild the city, which took years.  


It is clear in the Bible that the decree of Artaxerxes is the one that restored and rebuilt Jerusalem.  And you say, "When did it happen?"  


Ezra 7:7 tells us this decree was issued "in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes," or 457 B.C.  According to all historical data, whether it is calendars, cuneiform tablets, records of the eclipses, etc., that decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem went forth in the fall of 457 B.C. It's one of the most archeologically proven dates we have.    


Now let's go back to Daniel, and with this knowledge, really get into the heart of this exciting prophecy.

The 2300 day/year prophecy is the longest stretching prophecy in the Bible.  But then part of that, the 70 weeks, would be cut off and measured from the larger time period. Both these prophecies start together at the same time.  

We start at our beginning date, 457 BC.  In Bible prophecy, one prophetic day equals a literal year.  Seventy prophetic weeks = 490 literal years. That part, which is cut off from the 2300 years is the 70-week prophecy or 490 years that we will study next week. 


What would happen at the end of the 2300 years? Jesus would go into His final phase of judgment in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary, right on time, so that He may fulfill the type given in the earthly sanctuary by performing a work of judgment, by cleansing the heavenly sanctuary of the record of all sin before He returns to this earth.   

Daniel 8:14 "And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."
What is the cleansing of the Sanctuary?

Leviticus 16:30 “For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.”  

The cleansing of the sanctuary was a day of judgment for Israel and it symbolized the final judgment.


When would this cleansing of the heavenly Sanctuary, or final judgment begin? 2300 years added to 457 B.C. take us to the fall of the year —1844.  We take 2300 and subtract 457 = 1843. But since there was no 0 year, year 1 A.D. followed 1 B.C., we must add 1 to 1843.   


This means, according to the Bible, that since 1844 we've been living in what the Bible calls God's judgment hour. 


That is clear. Do you see it? That's why since that time we've had an incredible increase in war and World War I & II. That's why we've had widespread famine, crime, violence, and upheavals in nature.


And as Daniel 12:4 says an incredible increase in knowledge.  We've been living in what the Bible calls the "time of the end."  


According to Bible prophecy, the angel said there's going to be an appointed time that marks the time of the end, called the judgment, after the 2300 days, which ended on time in 1844.  


Almost 163 years ago, the judgment began in heaven.  And Christ once, in the time of the end, is going to put away sin. Christ is going to do a work of judgment so He can appear the second time without sin unto salvation. That means today and for 163 years, we have been living in the specific time of the end that the work of judgment is taking place. 

 
Every person who has ever named the name of Christ will be judged.  Either their sins are being blotted out, and Christ is confessing their name before the Father in heaven, or their name is being blotted out of the Lamb’s Book of Life.


Jesus is coming soon!  The books of heaven are open!  Our name is coming up for review! 


Jesus will soon declare the verdict, in Revelation 22:12, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:  and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:  and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:  and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  


That will be the end of probation. Every case will have been decided. Then after a short period where God’s mercy and grace are withdrawn from this rebellious planet, and God’s wrath is poured out in the seven last plagues, Jesus will come as it so states in 


Revelation 22:13, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Every case will have been decided when He comes.

 
But for now, this message is given to urge all people in these last days to prepare their hearts to meet God.


Revelation 14:6, 7, Now let's read verses 6 & 7 with a whole new light upon it.  "And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred and tongue and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to Him; for the hour of his judgment (what?) is come!" Not will come, but IS come.

Since 1844 and the fulfillment of this 2300-day prophecy, that message has been preached and now you can see why God is so urgent about it.  The very language of Daniel 8:14 is Day of Atonement Imagery. 


When one studies the history of the children of Israel in Old Testament times, they blew on the silver trumpets, warning the people that the day of Judgment was coming, and we can see deeply they examined their own lives.  They repented of sin and made sure that everything was right between them and God. We who are living now in the anti-typical day of Atonement, the day of the fulfillment of that Old Testament type, as God's people, ought to be dead serious about serving God, and making sure our hearts are right, our sins are confessed, and that we've made our surrender to Jesus Christ.  

Thank God for His love in sending us this beautiful warning message!


When that door was opened in heaven, something happened on Earth. The end time message of Revelation 14:7 began to be proclaimed “Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of his judgment is come.”   
Remember, if you get transferred out of Mecklenburg, you can write to me to receive future lessons by mail.

Richard C. Vaughn

P.O. Box 727


Your friends and relatives can study what you are studying by going 

South Hill, VA 23970 

on the internet and going to: http://www.victorysdachurch.org/prison.html
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