Sabbath February 19, 2005

The Character of God’s Remnant People – Part 2

Last week we looked together at those character traits that fell into the categories of Godly or Ungodly. Almost everyone here participated and we developed quite a list. We were given a blank sheet where we listed the Godly traits on the left side, the Ungodly on the right. We then were to circle those Godly traits that we either desired, or needed strengthening in. We also circled the Ungodly traits of character that we know are still present in our lives, and they are those things that constantly strive for the mastery, and we want God to give us the victory over them. (Anyone who was not here last week that would like a copy? – deacons pass out) 
This was not to be an exercise in futility, rather it was a list to use each morning and evening in our prayer time, to present to the Lord so that we can reach the standard of excellence that He would have in His remnant people. This will work if we agonize in prayer, earnestly presenting our petition before the Lord every day until we have that victory and then continue to pray to retain it. I would like to ask by a show of hands, those who took this matter seriously and did precisely the purpose of this plan.

Those who have raised their hands, heaven has taken note and I am sure will continue to aid in their progressive struggle upward, to the goal of perfection of character. Every one else who did not raise their hands fall into one of three categories as I see it: 

1. You were not here last Sabbath;

2. You have attained perfection and you are ready for translation, or

3. This is all a matter of foolishness to you. Either way heaven has taken note of the intents of our hearts.

I would pray that there is no one here that chooses to play church, or that is deceived into thinking that probation will linger for years to come. This is a serious matter my brothers and sisters, and for that reason I ask that you join me now in asking for the presence of the Holy Spirit, as we conclude this mini series, the Character of God’s Remnant People – Pt 2.

Heavenly Father…

Now if you think back to last week, we listed a number of ungodly character traits, I’m going to mention just a few of those mentioned, a kind of short list. We had listed impatience, gossip, faultfinding, back-biting, evil surmising, harmful criticism, self-exaltation, self-sufficiency, extravagance, being loud and forceful, unforgiving, false and deceptive, unjust, impure, hateful, dishonest, faithless, intemperance, an unpleasant and disagreeable temperament, rudeness, messy and untidy, immoral, unrighteousness, vain speaking, anger, any of the sexual sins and perversions, manipulating others, etc. We listed many others, which are not in this short list, so let me ask you this, of any I just read, are they traits that would be acceptable to heaven. Certainly not.


Did you recognize any that I just read or maybe of the ones we listed last week, that may be traits of character you still struggle with? You know that you have them and you get discouraged and wonder how could God possibly save you?


You’re not alone if that is the case. I have moments where I have either said or done something that I regret and wonder how could God possibly save me. One thing that I have learned in 45 years of studying the Bible, God wants us to be saved more than we want to be saved. Now you may say how could that be possible? I really want to be saved. How could God want to save me more than I want to be saved? The answer is because He has proved how much He loves the least of humanity and that includes you. Could heaven have done and given more than has been done? But we were given even more, as scripture lists the steps to insure your salvation and the promises to back it up.


 Let’s think about it as we trace the steps we took to come to Christ. First provision was made - John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” In other words God had provided our substitute second death.

We recognized our inability to satisfy our hearts longing and the limitations of our own capabilities, to obtain something this world is powerless to supply, and we therefore were left with a deep soul hunger. 
We were then drawn to Christ by the Holy Spirit and learned of that which could satisfy. But the more we learned of what was done on our behalf, that we may have that which we never deserved, we were humbled and then grieved at the fact of what we have done, and how much it cost heaven for our redemption. So the Spirit of God then led us to a Godly sorrow, producing a sincere repentance, and this agony of the soul brought us to a truly heartfelt confession.

There was joy as we read the scripture in 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

We accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, we consecrated our lives to His service, He imputed His righteousness to our account and we stood justified before the throne of God, just as if we had never sinned.

We were baptized and we continued our studies as we found that daily He would, with our petition, impart His power from on high to live the sanctified life. Oh how we looked forward to and with great anticipation, the glorious return of Jesus in the clouds of the myriads of angels.

But something happened along the way. We found that the carnal nature began to rear its ugly head, and then it strived for mastery in our lives. How could this be?

And so last week we listed and exposed those annoying character traits that we could say, yes, I am having a problem with that one. Yes that one too, and even that one. And before long we began to wonder that if these are traits of character that can disqualify one from entrance to the kingdom, how can I be saved? So let’s deal with it.

First, what is it that God desires in us, His remnant? Please turn in your Bibles to Philippians chapter 2 and verse 2. 

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”
What is it that God wants for us in our families and especially in His church? Yes, unity. 

Barring a miracle, it is sad, but in some families unity is not the norm. The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 6:14   “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?” In the case where this command can no longer be followed, the believer, along with much prayer for the unbeliever, should display a Christ-like example.


But unity in the church is entirely obtainable. What restricts unity amongst its members? I submit to you there are a number of things, and I have a list I like to call the seven deadly sins IN the church, which would include, 

#1. Gossip (explain-to speak of another person in such a way that it does not lift the person up, rather it drags them through the mud, and how foolish we are when we attempt to justify this sin, it is a violation of the 6th commandment “Thou shalt not kill” – for it truly is character assassination – the remedy: speak well of your brothers and sisters or don’t speak. If you listen to gossip and do nothing you are guilty by association). 

#2. Faultfinding (explain – this is the act of criticizing or pointing out faults of others – It serves no useful purpose, do not add to the problem, add to the solution). 

#3. Backbiting (explain – this is the act of saying mean, unfriendly things about another person, it is kin to gossip, but a more vicious assault on character where gossip tends to be suttle). 

#4. Evil surmising  (explain – this is expressing an idea about another person’s performance or a situation, where there is little to no evidence). #5. Impatience (explain – this is dealing harshly with another person through irritation or annoyance because of delay or opposition, leaving hurt feelings and in no way reflects a Christ-like forbearance). 

#6. Jealousy (explain – this is to be envious or resentful of another person or of another person’s achievements or advantages). 

#7. Pride (explain – this would be an exaggerated or unreasonable sense or estimate of ones worth or importance). 

Gossip, faultfinding, backbiting, evil surmising, impatience, jealousy and pride are the characteristics of Satan and have no business, being a character trait of anyone here at Victory. If you find yourself guilty of any, a remedial work is necessary as soon as possible.

So how do we get rid of these sins in the church? Not by concentrating on the faults of another member. No. We get rid of these sins in the church as individuals, looking inward to our own spiritual condition and dealing with what we recognize to be the ungodly traits of character that we possess. That’s how!


 Titus 2:12 “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;”  

When the disciples were gathered in the upper room for there last meeting before the cross, they had been with Jesus for three and a half years. Was there unity? No. They were jostling amongst themselves with the desire to be the greatest in the kingdom. All had a problem with self, just as we do. All had character traits that plagued them. There was no unity. In fact within hours one would betray Him, one would deny Him 3 times and the other 10 would desert him.

But in a little over 7 weeks, they were totally emptied of self, they were all of one accord, they had unity. They were ready to begin a missionary program that would grow the church.


We are going to launch a missionary program to grow Victory starting this Friday night. There are times that God will not bless a church having such a program because of disunity, because it would be unsafe to trust that church with precious souls. Victory can have unity among its members when we as a body of believers, become emptied of self as individuals.

We are amiss when we ask God, to remove a flaw in our characters. If you have had chronic problems that seem to linger, and you wonder if God is listening, maybe you might want to ask yourself if you have been cooperating. You see heaven is ready to send all the power you need to overcome each and every ungodly trait of character, and at the same time provide the power to strengthen the Godly traits of character that you may be deficient in. These are God’s promises. Listen with your understanding.

 Jude 24   “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy”  He is able, but are you cooperating?

Listen to the Testimony of Jesus in AA 482 “The work of gaining salvation is one of copartnership, a joint operation. There is to be co-operation between God and the repentant sinner. This is necessary for the formation of right principles in the character. Man is to make earnest efforts to overcome that which hinders him from attaining to perfection. But he is wholly dependent upon God for success. Human effort of itself is not sufficient. Without the aid of divine power it avails nothing. God works and man works. Resistance of temptation must come from man, who must draw his power from God. On the one side there is infinite wisdom, compassion, and power; on the other, weakness, sinfulness, absolute helplessness.

God wishes us to have the mastery over ourselves. But He cannot help us without our consent and co-operation. The divine Spirit works through the powers and faculties given to man. Of ourselves, we are not able to bring the purposes and desires and inclinations into harmony with the will of God; but if we are "willing to be made willing," the Saviour will accomplish this for us”  AA 482

2 Corinthians 10:5

"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

AA 483.1 “He who would build up a strong, symmetrical character, he who would be a well-balanced Christian, must give all and do all for Christ; for the Redeemer will not accept divided service. Daily he must learn the meaning of self-surrender. He must study the word of God, learning its meaning and obeying its precepts. Thus he may reach the standard of Christian excellence. Day by day God works with him, perfecting the character that is to stand in the time of final test. And day-by-day the believer is working out before men and angels a sublime experiment, showing what the gospel can do for fallen human beings.

Never before in the history of this world, has it been more important for the Christian to attain to perfection of character, as God will have 144,000 that will so vindicate Him before the universe. But there is only one person who can ever prevent you from being among the 144,000. You saw that person this morning when you brushed your teeth or fixed your hair. It is self, no one else in this church or in your family, just self. Listen to the promises.

Titus 2:13-14   “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  

Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”


1 Corinthians 10:13  “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”  Never should we adopt a spirit of complaining when we have such a precious promise. Boldly we can declare, “I have a heavenly Father who watches over me.”

Brothers and sisters, we should never lean back with folded hands and become complacent or indifferent. He who never sleeps, continually plots the destruction of your soul. He works through people to cause you to yield to the lower nature in the form of anger, or jealousy, or lust, or revenge, or perverted appetite and often laughs at how easily we yield to his power. 

Ephesians 6:12, identifies the source of our battles, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” It’s people, family, friends, church members and total strangers, that Satan uses to inflame our passion and cause us to give life to those ungodly traits that just want to keep resurfacing. 

AA 476.3 “He who has determined to enter the spiritual kingdom will find that all the powers and passions of unregenerate nature, backed by the forces of the kingdom of darkness, are arrayed against him. Each day he must renew his consecration, each day do battle with evil. Old habits, hereditary tendencies to wrong, will strive for the mastery, and against these he is to be ever on guard, striving in Christ's strength for victory.”  

Turn to Colossians 3:5-8. We are told to, “Mortify (what is mortify? Put to death) therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection (that is affection displayed that is beyond what is proper and gets into the area of lustful action), evil concupiscence (that is a longing or desire for what is forbidden and gets into the area of lustful thoughts), and covetousness (In this usage would be greediness), which is idolatry:  

For which things' sake, the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:  

In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.  

But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.”  

  Paul goes on to say in verses 12-15

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies (this means a yearning to possess mercy, to be moved with compassion for souls), kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. (We pray the Lord’s Prayer and we ask God to forgive us as we forgive them, if we have anyone we have not forgiven, God cannot forgive us – do you understand what is required?) Going on,  

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful."  
You cannot put on love unless you put on Jesus, the true source.

The letter that Paul wrote to the Colossians is filled with lessons of the highest value to each of us who are engaged in the service of Christ, lessons that show the singleness of purpose and the noble aim that will be seen in the life of he or she who rightly represents the Savior. 

Renouncing all that would hinder from making progress in the upward way or that would turn the feet of another from the narrow path, the believer will reveal in his or her daily life mercy, kindness, humility, meekness, forbearance, and the love of Christ.  

     {AA 478.1}

 “The power of a higher, purer, nobler life is our great need. The world has too much of our thought, and the kingdom of heaven too little.”  

Romans 12:2   “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

We can overcome, brothers and sisters we must overcome, because the promise to the Laodicean church in Revelation 3:21 is to the overcomers.

1 John 5:4   For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, [even] our faith.  

Every day, we are either in the process of overcoming the world by God’s grace and power we receive, or we are being overcome by the world because of a lack of vigilance on our part.

1 Peter 1:15,16   But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. That is God’s command to us.

Philippians 2:5   “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” Do you believe that you can have the mind that was also in Christ Jesus? If you say yes, you are right. And if you said no, you are right. For you will possess for your Christian growth, that which you believe God can give you.

James 1:27   “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, [and] to keep himself unspotted from the world.”  

Ephesians 5:27   “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”

If you say I have a feeble faith, why do I feel so unsaved? Let me ask you this, How much are you staying connected to the world? Do you watch what the world watches. I suggest spot remover. Watching only what you would be unashamed to watch with Jesus at your side. He is our spot and wrinkle remover.

I close with the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:48   “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

We shall continue our worship service by standing and singing our hymn of dedication, page 183, “I Will Sing of Jesus Love.
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