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15. (cont’d)  That is why Sister White states that Christ could have come shortly after 1844 (Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4,  p 291-92), because the "times of the Gentiles" was already fulfilled. But some today are preaching that the "times of the Gentiles" was not fulfilled until the 1920's, or the 1960's, or even the 1980's. Hence they state that Christ could not have come until after these dates occurred, which makes them at war with the Testimonies, because Sister White stated that Christ could have come way before these dates! (see Evangelism, p 694; Selected Messages, book 1, p 82; Testimonies, volume 6, p 450; Testimonies, volume, 9, p 29; Review and Herald, volume 3, p 399, column 2).

 16. So, by the end of 1844, the 1260, 1290, 1335, and the 2300 days/years were ended; the times of the Gentiles was fulfilled; Christ finished His ministration in the first apartment of the heavenly sanctuary and, according to Revelation 3:7-8, He opened the door into the second apartment, or the most holy place (showing the "ark of His testament" Revelation 11:19), to enter into His final ministration, and closed the door to the first apartment.

     This began the antitypical day of atonement, commencing the judgment of the dead (Revelation 11:18) and ending with the judgment of the living (Ezekiel 9:1-6; Revelation 22:11).     
     Also, who was to "rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days (2300 years)"? Daniel! (see Prophets and Kings, p 547; Testimonies to Ministers, p 115). Daniel's book was to be "sealed till the time of the end" Daniel 12:4, 9. But Christ has loosed the 7 seals, and Daniel's "little book" has been opened (Revelation 10:2) to the understanding of "the wise" (Daniel 12:10) since the ending of the 2300 days/years (see Selected Messages, book 2, p 109).

 17. On Oct 22, 1844, Christ--our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary--entered into the most holy place (second apartment) to begin to cleanse the heavenly sanctuary of all confessed and forsaken sins of His people, which started the antitypical Day of Atonement. But when will this final ministration of our Savior end?

 18. "...and for the overspreading of abominations He (Christ) shall make it desolate, even until the consummation..." Daniel 9:27.

     What was made "desolate" because of the "overspreading abominations" in the midst of it? "Behold, your house (church) is left unto you desolate" Matthew 23:38. The once chosen church of God was made desolate in 31 AD, and how long would the church remain desolate--along with any other churches who choose to follow in the same footsteps of the Jews and allow their church to be overspread with abominations? "Until the consummation." This word translates in Strong's (#3617) "completion."

     So when does this consummation or completion take place? When enough people, in one generation, shall "complete" or perfect their characters into the exact likeness of Christ--then the consummation of the Lamb's marriage takes place. How many people in one generation will accomplish this?

     "And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God...And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an 144,000..." Revelation 7:2, 4.

     "I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven. An angel with a writer's inkhorn by his side (Ezekiel 9; Ephesians 4:30) returned from the earth and reported to Jesus that his work was done, and the saints were numbered and sealed. Then I saw Jesus, who had been ministering before the ark containing the Ten Commandments, throw down the censer. He raised His hands, and with a loud voice said, `It is done.'...`He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still' (Revelation 22:11). 

"Every case had been decided for life or death....The subjects of the kingdom were made up. The marriage of the Lamb was consummated" Early Writings, p 279-280. 
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     When, in one generation, 144,000 people are sealed (by choosing to completely follow Christ and then acting in harmony with God in the perfecting of their characters into Christ's likeness), then the marriage of the Lamb is consummated--the ministration of Christ ceases--probation closes upon all the world--the antitypical day of atonement ends, because all have made up their minds to follow Christ or Satan.

     No one will be able to determine when or on what date this will take place--hence, we must be ready now; "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be" Revelation 22:12.

 19. From 1844 and on, no one will be able to predict, preach, nor in any way to figure out the time or date (day, month, or year) for (A) when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit occurs; or for (B) when the judgment of the dead changes to the judgment of the living; or for (C) when the message of present truth shall finish; or for (D) when probation closes upon the church or the world! Nor can anyone say (E) that the coming of Christ cannot take place for 1, 2, 5, or more years. Hence, (F) there is to be no time proclamation--prophetic or literal reapplication--in a message from God, since 1844. And anyone who is found preaching time (prophetic or literal) for any of the above mentioned events, is a false prophet (Testimonies, volume 4, p 307-08); is tampering with or directly involved in fanaticism (Selected Messages, book 2, p 84), and is doing the work of Satan to bring confusion and darkness to God's people (Early Writings, p 75)! And all of God's true people must (G) beware of any such message, for (H) there will be no message from God which is based on time, since 1844, because time will never be a test again.

 A--"Should we advance in spiritual knowledge, we would see the truth developing and expanding in lines of which we have little dreamed, but it will never develop in any line that will lead us to imagine that we may know the times and the seasons which the Father hath put in His own power. Again and again have I been warned in regard to time setting. There will never again be a message for the people of God that will be based on time. We are not to know the definite time...for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit..." Selected Messages, book 1, p 188.

     "I have no specific time of which to speak when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will take place--when the mighty angel will come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel in closing up the work for this world..." Bible Commentary, volume 7, p 984, column 2.

 B--"The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many years this work has been in progress. Soon--none know how soon--it will pass to the cases of the living" Great Controversy, p 490.

 C--"The Lord has shown me that the message of the third angel must go, and be proclaimed to the scattered children of the Lord, but it must not be hung on time. I saw that some were getting a false excitement, arising from preaching time; but the third angel's message is stronger than time can be. I saw that this message can stand on its own foundation and needs not time to strengthen it; and that it will go in mighty power, and do its work, and will be cut short in righteousness" Early Writings, p 75.

     "God has not revealed to us the time when this message (third angel's) will close...Those things that are revealed we shall accept for ourselves and for our children; but let us not seek to know that which has been kept secret in the councils of the Almighty" Review and Herald, October 9, 1894 (vol 3, p 191-192).

 D--"When probation ends, it will come suddenly, unexpectedly--at a time when we are least expecting it" Bible Commentary, volume 7, p 989.

     "Letters have come to me asking me if I have any special light as to the time when probation will close; and I answer that I have only this message to bear, that it is now time to work while the day lasts, for the night 
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cometh in which no man can work. Now, just now, it is time for us to be watching, working, and waiting....

     "But there is no command for anyone to search the Scriptures in order to ascertain, if possible, when probation will close. God has no such message for any mortal lips. He would have no mortal tongue declare that which He has hidden in His secret councils" Bible Commentary, volume 7, p 989-990.

     "I plainly stated...to these fanatical parties that they were doing the work of the adversary of souls; they were in darkness. They claimed to have great light that probation would close in October, 1884.

     "I there stated in public that the Lord had been pleased to show me that there would be no definite time in the message given of God since 1844; and that I knew that this message, which four or five were engaged in advocating with great zeal, was heresy" Selected Messages, book 2, p 73.

 E--"It is not in the providence of God that any finite man, shall, by any device or reckoning that he may make of figures, or of symbols, or of types, know with any definiteness in regard to the very period of the Lord's coming" Manuscript 8, 1891.

     "His (Christ's) followers are to be in the position of those who are listening for the orders of their Captain; they are to watch, wait, pray, and work, as they approach the time for the coming of the Lord; but no one will be able to predict just when that time will come; for `of that day and hour knoweth no man.' You will not be able to say that He will come in one, two, or five years, neither are you to put off His coming by stating that it may not be for ten or twenty years" Evangelism, p 221.

     "These persons seemed sure that they were led by God, and they have come with their different theories to ministers who were preaching the truth. I said to these ministers, `The Lord is not in this; be not deceived, neither take the responsibility of deceiving others.'...With pen and voice I have borne the message, `Go ye not after them.'...The word of the Lord to me was, `This is not truth, but will lead into strange paths, and some will become confused over this representation, and will give up the faith.'...

     "No one has a true message fixing the time when Christ is to come or not to come. Be assured that God gives no one authority to say that Christ delays His coming five years, ten years, or twenty years. `Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh' (Matthew 24:44). This is our message, the very message that the three angels flying in the midst of heaven are proclaiming. The work to be done now is that of sounding this last message of mercy to a fallen world" Selected Messages, book 2, p 113-114.

     "We are near the end, but if you or any other man shall be seduced by the enemy, and led on to set the time for Christ's coming, he will be doing the same evil work which has wrought the ruin of the souls of those who have done it in the past....But anyone who shall start up to proclaim a message to announce the hour, day, or year of Christ's appearing has taken up a yoke and is proclaiming a message that the Lord has never given him" Testimonies to Ministers, p 60-61.

 F--"...I was shown that we should not have another definite time to proclaim to the people....

     "The time-setters have pronounced the curse of the Lord upon me as an unbeliever who said, my Lord delayeth His coming.... Ever since 1844 I have borne my testimony that we were now in a period of time in which we are to take heed to ourselves lest our hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that the day come upon us unawares. Our position has been one of waiting and watching, with no time-proclamation to intervene between the close of the prophetic periods in 1844 and the time of our Lord's coming....If I have failed to make this matter plain which you wish to understand,

write me again and I will endeavor to make every point as clear" Letter 38, August 11,1888 (Manuscript Releases #816, p 5-7).

     "The Scripture is all true, but by misapplying the Scripture men arrive at wrong conclusions... Some will take the truth applicable to their time, and place it in the future. Events in the train of prophecy that had their 
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fulfillment away in the past are made future, and thus by these theories the faith of some is undermined" Manuscript 31, November 8, 1896 (Manuscript Releases, volume 1, p 195).

     "Prophecies fulfilled have become facts of history, clearly defining our position" Review and Herald, November 29, 1881 (vol 1, p 297 col 3).

     "The unfulfilled predictions of the book of Revelation are soon to be fulfilled" Notebook Leaflets, p 96.

 G--"Let all our brethren and sisters beware of anyone who would set time for the Lord to fulfill His word in regard to His coming, or in regard to any other promise He has made of special significance. `It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power.' False teachers may appear to be very zealous for the work of God, and may expend means to bring their theories before the world and the church; but as they mingle error with truth, their message is one of deception, and will lead souls into false paths. They are to be met and opposed, not because they are bad men, but because they are teachers of falsehood and are endeavoring to put upon falsehood the stamp of truth" Testimonies to Ministers, p 55.

 H--"The times and seasons God has put in His own power. And why has not God given us this knowledge?--Because we would not make a right use of it if He did. A condition of things would result from this knowledge among our people that would greatly retard the work of God in preparing a people to stand in the great day that is to come. We are not to be engrossed with speculations in regard to the times and the seasons which God has not revealed. Jesus has told His disciples to watch,' but not for definite time" Selected Messages, book 1, p 189.

     "The fanaticism which raged in years past has left its desolating effects...I saw that God tested His people upon time in 1844, but that no time which has since been set has borne the special marks of His hand. He has not tested His people upon any particular time since 1844. We have been, and still are, in the patient waiting time" Testimonies, vol 1, p 409.

     "Time has not been a test since 1844, and it will never again be a test" Early Writings, p 75.

     "We are not of that class who define the exact period of time that shall elapse before the coming of Jesus the second time with power and great glory" Fundamentals of Christian Education, p 335.

     There will not be any message from God that is based on time from 1844 until our Lord's coming. Yet there is a time appointed when God will bind off His work. But when is that time?

     "To you, as God's servants, has been entrusted the third angel's message, the binding off message, that is to prepare a people for the coming of our king. Time is short" Manuscript 53, June 11, 1909 (Review and Herald, volume 5, p 561 column 1).

     "The third angel's message is to be sounded by God's people. It is to swell to the loud cry. The Lord has a time appointed when He will bind off the work; but when is that time? When the truth proclaimed for these last days shall go forth as a witness to all nations, then shall the end come. If the power of Satan can come into the very temple of God and manipulate things as he pleases, the time of preparation will be prolonged" Letter 83, 1896 (Publishing Ministry, p 389-390).

     As there is no time message to look to, and we are to be ready now with our lamps trimmed and burning, then what is our responsibility and duty before God that we are to perform today, and thus help bring this whole great controversy to an end?

     "We have the truth, which in its proclamation is to bring the crisis for this world's history" Letter 94, July 3, 1900.
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 20. When the last person is sealed into the 144,000, with all decisions having been eternally made--and probation closes--then what occurs? "And at that time shall Michael (Christ) stand up, the great Prince which standeth (ministers) for the children of Thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time..." Daniel 12:1.

     "...and that determined (judgment already decided) shall be poured (plagues) upon the desolate" Daniel 9:27.

     So, after the truth begins to go forth in the loud cry and the national Sunday law is passed, and after Satan personates Christ and the universal Sunday law is passed (Testimonies to Ministers, p 62), and all decisions are made, then Christ ceases His intercession, and steps out from between humanity and the Father. He then leaves the most holy place and comes to the door of the first apartment, and confesses or places all the sins upon the scapegoat's (Satan's) head, and then the fit man (144,000)

leads him into the land of wilderness or forgetfulness (Leviticus 16:20-22). Christ then takes off His priestly garments and puts on His kingly robes of vengeance (Leviticus 16:23; Ezekiel 42:14); the 4 angels cease to hold the 4 winds (Revelation 7:1-4); the destroying angels of Ezekiel 9 begin their work; the 7 last plagues begin to fall upon the heads of the desolate wicked (Testimonies, vol 3, p 266-267); and the time of Jacob's trouble begins (Jeremiah 30:5-8).

     "Every case had been decided for life or death....As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, I heard the tinkling of the bells upon His garment; and as He left, a cloud of darkness covered the inhabitants of the earth. There was then no mediator between guilty man and an offended God....Jesus tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and the sins which had been confessed while He was in the most holy place were placed upon Satan, the originator of sin, who must suffer their punishment.

     "Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself with His most kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns, a crown within a crown. Surrounded by the angelic host, He left heaven. The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the earth" Early Writings, p 280-281.

     "Then I saw that Jesus' work in the sanctuary will soon be finished. And after His work there is finished, He will come to the door of the first apartment, and confess the sins of Israel upon the head of the Scape Goat. Then He will put on the garments of vengeance. Then the plagues will come upon the wicked, and they do not come till Jesus puts on that garment... Then while the plagues are falling, the Scape Goat is being led away. He makes a mighty struggle to escape, but he is held fast by the hand that leads him. If he should effect his escape, Israel would lose their lives. I saw that it would take time to lead away the Scape Goat into the land of forgetfulness after the sins were put on his head" Spalding-Magan Collection, p 2 (Unpublished Testimony, October 23, 1850).

 21. The 7 last plagues are described in Revelation 16:1-21, but how long do these plagues fall upon the wicked after probation ends and before Christ comes? Is it 3 1/2 literal years or 1260 literal days as some modern time-setters proclaim? No. In Revelation 22:11, probation closes, and then the very next verse is: "And, behold, I come quickly..." Revelation 22:12.

     "Probation is ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord in the clouds of heaven" Great Controversy, p 490.

     God's "living saints, 144,000 in number" (Early Writings, p 15) will pass through this trying time and will be delivered out of it by the voice of God the Father.

 22. The first 6 plagues fall, and the seventh plague begins with the voice of God the Father. "And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done" Revelation 16:17. The Father's voice states "It is finished," which shakes the powers of 
-10-

heaven; there is a great earthquake which opens the graves of those in the special resurrection, who are raised to see the tokens of the deliverance of God's people and to hear the Father's voice then declare the time of Christ's second coming.

     "The powers of heaven will be shaken at the voice of God. Then the sun, moon, and stars will be moved out of their places. They will not pass away, but be shaken by the voice of God.

     "Dark, heavy clouds came up and clashed against each other. The atmosphere parted and rolled back; then we could look up through the open space in Orion, whence came the voice of God" Early Writings, p 41.

     "It was at midnight that God chose to deliver His people. As the wicked were mocking around them, suddenly the sun appeared, shining in his strength, and the moon stood still. The wicked looked upon the scene with amazement, while the saints beheld with solemn joy the tokens of their deliverance. Signs and wonders followed in quick succession. Everything seemed turned out of its natural course. The streams ceased to flow. Dark, heavy clouds came up and clashed against each other. But there was one clear place of settled glory, whence came the voice of God like many waters, shaking the heavens and the earth. There was a mighty earthquake. The graves were opened, and those who had died in faith under the third angel's message, keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty beds, glorified, to hear the covenant of peace that God was to make with those who had kept His law.

     "The sky opened and shut and was in commotion. The mountains shook like a reed in the wind and cast out ragged rocks all around. The sea boiled like a pot and cast out stones upon the land. And as God spoke the day and the hour of Jesus' coming and delivered the everlasting covenant to His people, He spoke one sentence, and then paused, while the words were rolling through the earth. The Israel of God stood with their eyes fixed upward, listening to the words as they came from the mouth of Jehovah and rolled through the earth like peals of loudest thunder. It was awfully solemn. At the end of every sentence the saints shouted, `Glory! Hallelujah!'" Early Writings, p 285-286.

 23. In this special resurrection, which occurs just after God's voice declares "It is finished," but before He gives the day and the hour of Christ's second coming--hence before Christ comes and before the general resurrection of the great multitude of the righteous dead of all the ages (Desire of Ages, p 834, 623), a group of people are brought up from their graves. But who makes up this group?

     "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt" Daniel 12:2.

     Those who awake "to shame and everlasting contempt" will awake during the special resurrection and again after the 1000 years are over (see Early Writings, p 53, 292; Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 454, 460-61, 476). But the other group who are specially resurrected "to hear the covenant of peace that God was to make with those (144,000) who had kept His law," are those righteous "who have died in faith" since 1844, who have kept the Sabbath and lived the third angel's message (Early Writings, p 285). These also would have been part of the 144,000 if this number would have been completely made up during their life time.

     Hence, those who have died since 1844, cannot be part of the group of the 144,000, because the 144,000 will not taste or see of death, but will be translated to heaven--as was Enoch and Elijah--without seeing or tasting of death.

     "Enoch represents those who shall remain upon the earth and be translated to Heaven without seeing death" Review and Herald, April 19, 1870 (vol 1, p 94 col 3).

     "Enoch's translation to Heaven represents the commandment-keeping people of God who will be alive upon the earth when Christ shall come the second time...These also will be translated to Heaven without seeing death, as Enoch and Elijah were.” Review and Herald, April 29, 1875 (vol 1, p 163 col 2-3).
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