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February 23, 2013
Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

"The Spirit of Saul”
Let us pray…

“The Spirit of Saul,” the first king of Israel. Why has God included stories of the failings of men who could have been great? It is so that we can discover if in our own experience, there may be a little of those same failings in us, and if so we can make course corrections so that we don’t travel a similar path.
What do King Saul, Cain and most Christians today have in common? A short answer please. 

They wanted to do things their own way, however they were open to doing the right things when it fit their convenience. 
Give me one word describing Saul, Cain and a lot of today’s Christians. Impulsive, headstrong, mean-spirited, jealous, envious, impatient, easily provoked, restless, hot-headed, selfish, unprincipled, little regard for God’s requirements, etc.
I just want to zero in on King Saul as he had a spirit about him that is very much like many professing Christ in our day.

God wanted Israel to be a Theocracy, which is a government unlike other nations for it is administered and directed in the name of and by the authority of God. The Theocracy ended however, when the Israelites wanted a king like other nations, and that’s when Saul was anointed by Samuel, to lead the government of Israel under a monarchy. 
A monarchy is when the direction of the government of a state or nation is lodged in the hands of a single individual. This is an absolute or despotic monarchy.
But in some cases a nation has a constitution that limits the powers of the monarchy, such as the British monarchy, which would therefore be called a limited monarchy.
Israel however, would be slightly different as we read this from PP 603, “The Lord foresaw that Israel would desire a king, but He did not consent to a change in the principles upon which the state was founded. The king was to be the vicegerent of the Most High. God was to be recognized as the Head of the nation, and His law was to be enforced as the supreme law of the land.”
God commissioned Moses at the burning bush to lead His people out of Egypt and act as a mediator between God and the people. By signs and wonders and mighty miracles multiplied, God delivered Israel from Egypt and led them through the wilderness and finally into the Promised Land.

There he ruled them by judges "until Samuel the prophet," to whom, when he was a child, God spoke, and by whom He made known His will. In the latter days of Samuel the people asked that they might have a king.
Let us read the people’s desire as we turn to 1 Samuel 8:5, 6, 
“And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.  But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD.” So the people thought that if they could be like other nations, all their problems would be solved.

  Verses 7-10, “And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.  According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and show them the manner of the king that shall reign over them. And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a king.” 
Starting in verse 11 and running through verse 17, Samuel began to paint the picture as to what would be in store for them if they would have a king that would reign over them, detailing how it would affect them in their personal life and economically. He concluded in verse 18 by saying,
“And ye shall cry out in that day because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day.  
In spite of the warnings, the people were determined to have their way, picking up in verse 18 through verse 22 we read,

“Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;  That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles. And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of the LORD. And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.”  
Hosea 13:11 says, “I gave thee a king in mine anger, …”

“When men choose to have their own way, without seeking counsel from God, or in opposition to His revealed will, He often grants their desires, in order that, through the bitter experience that follows, they may be led to realize their folly and to repent of their sin. Human pride and wisdom will prove a dangerous guide. That which the heart desires contrary to the will of God will in the end be found a curse rather than a blessing.” {PP 605.3}

So they wanted to be like the other nations. I contend that in God’s professed church today, the same spirit exists where they want to conform to worldly practices and customs; they become ambitious for the gains and honors of the world. Most Christians today are constantly seeking to imitate the practices of those who worship the god of this world. Many urge that by uniting with all faiths (ecumenism) and conforming to their customs they might exert a stronger influence over the ungodly. But all who pursue this course thereby separate from the Source of their strength. Becoming the friends of the world, they are the enemies of God. We read that in 1 John 2:15 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Does this apply to Christians? SDA’s? Members of Victory? Are there any exceptions? Is there maybe confusion in what love of the world means?
So they cried for a king and God is going to yield to their demands.

In 1 Samuel chapter 9 we first learn of Saul, the son of Kish, a Benjaminite. Verse 2 describes him as, “… a choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people.”
It happened that there were two lost animals and Kish sent his son Saul, with a servant to find them. Having been unsuccessful, the servant suggested they go visit the man of God for help.
Chapter 9, verse 15 and 16 says, “Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, saying,  To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me.”
In chapter 10:1 Samuel anoints Saul, and then instructs him where to find his lost animals, as well as other things that will occur along the way, and as it turned out, all was fulfilled, including Saul meeting with prophets and the Holy Spirit coming on him and he prophesied.
The S.O.P. tells us in PP 610, “As Saul united with the prophets in their worship, a great change was wrought in him by the Holy Spirit. The light of divine purity and holiness shone in upon the darkness of the natural heart. He saw himself as he was before God. He saw the beauty of holiness. He was now called to begin the warfare against sin and Satan, and he was made to feel that in this conflict his strength must come wholly from God. The plan of salvation, which had before seemed dim and uncertain, was opened to his understanding. The Lord endowed him with courage and wisdom for his high station. He revealed to him the Source of strength and grace, and enlightened his understanding as to the divine claims and his own duty.  {PP 610.3}. So Saul possessed what he would have needed to be a great king, as long as he remained yielded and humble.
However, Saul was a man who at times was humble and at other times he had serious pride issues. He could get very angry and even had problems with jealousy. So the struggle with the old man of sin was going to be difficult if God was not in his constant prayers and thoughts.
In his first battle against the Ammonites, he led 330,000 Israelites to soundly defeat the Ammonites. Humbly Saul gave all the credit and glory to God for the victory and when urged to put to death those Israelites who originally would not accept Saul as king, he manifested a spirit of compassion and forgiveness; evidence that the grace of God dwells in the heart.
Saul was fully accepted by all to be king over the 12 tribes of Israel. He was thoroughly instructed by the prophet Samuel, setting forth the principles that should govern both the king and the people; prosperity and God’s blessings if obedient, curses if disobedient.
It was only in the second year of Saul’s reign that he made a serious presumptuous error. A very large contingent of Philistines were gathering for a battle with Israel Saul had been instructed by Samuel, that prior to any military engagement, he was to follow specific directions as we read in 1 Samuel 10:8, “And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace offerings: seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and show thee what thou shalt do.” 
Since Samuel delayed his arrival, Saul grew impatient and the people looked to their king to do something. PP 618 says, “But Saul's restless, impulsive spirit would no longer be restrained. Feeling that something must be done to calm the fears of the people, he determined to summon an assembly for religious service, and by sacrifice entreat the divine aid. God had directed that only those consecrated to the office should present sacrifices before Him. But Saul commanded, "Bring hither a burnt offering;" and, equipped as he was with armor and weapons of war, he approached the altar and offered sacrifice before God.” (PP 618) 

Samuel arrived shortly after and this is the conversation that followed, 1 Samuel 13:10-14, “And it came to pass, that as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him.  And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash; Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering.  And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.  But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.”

Saul failed the test miserably and in only his second year as king was told that he was disqualified and would be replaced. He failed to trust the directions God had given him and began trusting in himself. What a lesson there is for us.
PP 621 “If Saul had shown a regard for the requirements of God in this time of trial, God could have worked His will through him. His failure now proved him unfit to be the vicegerent of God to His people. He would mislead Israel. His will, rather than the will of God, would be the controlling power. If Saul had been faithful, his kingdom would have been established forever; but since he had failed, the purpose of God must be accomplished by another. The government of Israel must be committed to one who would rule the people according to the will of Heaven. We do not know what great interests may be at stake in the proving of God. There is no safety except in strict obedience to the word of God. All His promises are made upon condition of faith and obedience, and a failure to comply with His commands cuts off the fulfillment to us of the rich provisions of the Scriptures. We should not follow impulse, nor rely on the judgment of men; we should look to the revealed will of God and walk according to His definite commandment, no matter what circumstances may surround us. God will take care of the results; by faithfulness to His word we may in time of trial prove before men and angels that the Lord can trust us in difficult places to carry out His will, honor His name, and bless His people.  {PP 621.5}
Because of his transgression, Saul was not to get the glory of this battle, God chose to give it to his son Jonathan instead.
Jonathan, his armor-bearer and angels by their sides took on the Philistines. Many of the Philistines in the confusion were slaying each other. When the noise of the battle reached Saul, he led his men into the fight with a death penalty restriction that no one was to eat any food the entire day. It was selfish ambition and showed how little Saul regarded the needs of his people.

Jonathan had not heard of the restriction and had unwittingly eaten a little honey as he passed through the woods. Even though Jonathan was largely responsible for Israel’s victory, Saul was ready to slay his own son. It would have been too humiliating to his pride to reverse his decision. Fortunately the people intervened on behalf of Jonathan and he was spared. 

PP 625 “Those who are most ready to excuse or justify themselves in sin are often most severe in judging and condemning others. Many, like Saul, bring upon themselves the displeasure of God, but they reject counsel and despise reproof. Even when convinced that the Lord is not with them, they refuse to see in themselves the cause of their trouble. They cherish a proud, boastful spirit, while they indulge in cruel judgment or severe rebuke of others who are better than they.”  PP625
Even though Saul had failed the test at Gilgal, the Lord was willing to give him one more opportunity to learn the lesson of unquestioning faith.
He sent his servant Samuel to deliver the message in 1 Samuel 15:2, 3, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.”

The sentence on the Amalekites was delayed 400 years by God’s grace and mercy.  Ezekiel 33:11, says, “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:” In order to save some, He must cut off those that have become so hardened in sin.

Did Saul follow the Lord’s instructions to the letter? 1 Sam 15:8, 9, “And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword.  But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.”
Did God say kill all the men, women and children, but spare the king and keep the best of the animals? No, Agag was one of the most cruel and evil kings of the time. We are never to partially fulfill the commands of God. Saul was basking in one of his greatest victories and his heart swelled with pride, but he was not aware of the enormity of his failure, by presumptuously disregarding the expressed will of God, nor was he aware that his failure produced his ultimate rejection as Israel’s first king.
Sorrowfully Samuel set out to meet Saul on his journey home. We pick up in 1 Sam. 15:13-15 “And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD. And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 
Do you see what Saul did? Caught with his hand still in the cookie jar, suddenly it is the people who spared the best of the animals. They were acting on the king’s orders, but now they made the decision. Blaming the people a second time, Samuel delivered a thunderous rebuke to Saul in verses 22, 23, “Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”
Look at Saul’s reply in verses 24, 25, “And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD.”
PP632  “It was not sorrow for sin, but fear of its penalty, that actuated the king of Israel as he entreated Samuel, "I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord." If Saul had had true repentance, he would have made public confession of his sin; but it was his chief anxiety to maintain his authority and retain the allegiance of the people. He desired the honor of Samuel's presence in order to strengthen his own influence with the nation.” PP632
From this point on, Saul was on his own pathway downward. God rejected him as king and Samuel departed with the intention to never look upon the face of Saul again.
God did not include these tragic stories for our entertainment, but for our learning so that we do not carelessly travel a similar path. Well what can we learn from Saul’s disastrous mistakes? I’d like to suggest 4 things: #1. The Lord was not pleased with partial obedience. Can we say we are living up to all the light that God has been pleased to give us; or might we have a little of the spirit of Saul? #2. No matter how zealous a Christian may be in their observance of religious ceremonies, the Lord cannot accept them if they persist in willful violation of one of His commands. Are we keeping holy all the Sabbath hours, not “…doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words…?”: #3. In disobedience, Saul was also rejecting God’s chosen instrument. The same spirit still exists in the hearts of those who set themselves to follow their own will in opposition to the will of God as revealed to His church through the Spirit of Prophecy. We should carefully regard God’s warnings in this end time, especially those things impacting our health; #4. PP635. “It is a perilous step to slight the reproofs and warnings of God's word or of His Spirit. Many, like Saul, yield to temptation until they become blind to the true character of sin. They flatter themselves that they have had some good object in view, and have done no wrong in departing from the Lord's requirements. Thus they do despite to the Spirit of grace, until its voice is no longer heard, and they are left to the delusions which they have chosen.” 
How are we to keep ourselves from developing a spirit like Saul?
“Our probation is soon to close. Soon will the voice from the throne declare, "It is done;" "he that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still." The work of man's redemption will soon be ended. The last prayer for sinners will have been offered, the last tears shed, the last warning given. Satan knows this, and he is making one last, mighty effort to destroy the souls of men. Especially does he work to entice into his ranks the professed followers of Christ; for he can work through them with the greatest effect to destroy others. While Christians are sleeping at their post, Satan is active, vigilant, and untiring. None are secure from his wiles. We are each playing the game of life, and Satan is working with all his skill and cunning to rob us of every heavenly grace, and in its place to introduce the passions of the carnal heart. He is never off the watch. He stands ready to take advantage of every unguarded moment, and to assail us at every weak point. With all deceivableness of unrighteousness, he pursues his work.”  
“It is our privilege, our duty, to receive light from heaven, that we may perceive the wiles of Satan, and obtain strength to resist his power. Provision has been made for us to come into close connection with Christ, and to enjoy the constant protection of the angels of God.” {RH, October 23, 1888 par. 10}
Our words, our thoughts and our actions tell volumes about who is our master, for we know that no man can serve two masters.
I invite you to kneel where possible where you are as we close with prayer. 

Let us pray…

