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“Coming Again”

This sermon was a Powerpoint Presentation

Dwight L. Moody, famous American evangelist (1837-1899) found the event of the second coming is mentioned over 2,500 times in the Bible. Over two thousand years ago the vast majority of religious people had access to the same Old Testament scriptures we do, where there are over 300 prophecies regarding His first coming, which Jesus fulfilled, but they missed acknowledging Jesus as the Messiah at His first coming.

"Why?" How could they miss it with all that Bible evidence? For two main reasons; the common people were not reading the Scriptures for themselves and the religious leaders of that day had created a theory based on several Bible verses taken out of context.  

They created a theory that when Messiah comes, He's going to be a great conquering king.  He's going to sit on the throne of David, rule the world, and to do away with the hated Romans. It sounded great, but it wasn't truly Scriptural. They took the prophecies that related to His second and third coming and mistakenly applied them to His first coming.  

When Israel of old thought the Messiah would come with a rod of iron, He came as a Lamb.  They were looking for someone to free them from the Romans, when Jesus' mission was to free them from sin. Satan was so successful at deceiving the people in Christ's day, because people weren't reading the Scriptures for themselves. This false theory brought in by religious leaders, was blindly followed, which proves you must check out the truth for yourself. 

Jesus realized this when He came to this earth, and therefore, in Matthew 24:3 & 4, when the disciples asked Him, "Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?" the very first thing Jesus said to them was, "Take heed that no man deceive you."

In the 260 chapters of the New Testament, the subject of the second coming is mentioned 331 times. In fact, as important as His first coming was, there's only one text in the Bible about His first coming to every eight texts in the Bible about His second coming. The Bible mentions the Second Coming once in every 25 verses in the New Testament.

Let's look at the promise in John 14:1-3 "Let not your heart be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are many mansions:  if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself: that where I am, there ye may be also."  
That's the blessed hope each of us have. But note, He doesn't say He'll come down to earth at the 2nd coming, and set up His kingdom here.  He says, "I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there you may be also."  He doesn't say He's coming to join us here, He says He's coming to take us there, where He has gone.  And He's in heaven.  He went to prepare a mansion for us. 

Revelation 12:12 says the devil has great anger, because he knows he has but a short time left.  Listen carefully.  If the devil tried to deceive people about Jesus' first coming, you can be certain he's going to try to confuse all Christians about Jesus' second coming. He wants them to believe something that is not Biblical, so they're not ready to meet Jesus when He comes.  

Jesus in His love foresaw there would be much deception about His second coming. He personally gave us two great warnings that we should look out for to make sure we're not deceived. Matthew 24:24. "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." 

So we must be very careful, for there is danger of even the very elect, being deceived by these things.  Jesus then spelled out two things to watch out for. Verse 25 "Behold, I have told you before.” Jesus is here warning us, so we have no excuse if we miss what He says next, “Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:" That's the first great deception that will be in the world about the second coming of Jesus. They're going to say, "Jesus is here in the desert or at some convention center. Let’s go see Him. He has already come." Jesus says when you hear that, don't follow it, don't even go out to see it, and don't watch it on TV. It's not the truth! But it will be powerfully deceiving.

The Bible in Revelation 16:14 warns us of the "spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and the whole world."  So the devil can deceive people with mighty miracles and works of deception.  The devil can counterfeit miracles in the hope of deceiving many people. 

The second deception is simply a theory that deceives many people, and that's the last part of verse 26. "... behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it (what?) not!" Christ says, When they're talking about the second coming, and they tell you He's coming secretly, don't believe it." Are you listening?  It's these two very deceptions that are in our world today, and millions of people believe them.

There is only one-way to avoid deception, and that is to know what the Bible really teaches about Christ's 2nd coming.  God will not allow Satan to counterfeit the genuine return of Jesus—God has placed that beyond his evil power. The Bible gives five basic, very clear facts, regarding how the second coming of Jesus Christ is going to take place, and coupled with the Bible texts to back them up, it can keep you from ever being deceived. You can have assurance to know what to believe and why you believe it.

Let's go to our first test, which is a prophecy of how Jesus is going to come.  This event took place at His ascension back to heaven. The first fact tells us that Jesus is going to come literally. Acts 1:9 "And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  Acts 1:10, “And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Acts 1:11, Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? …this same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." Notice the phrases we just read, 

It says, "they beheld" Him, "he was taken up ... out of their sight,"  they "looked," stedfastly toward heaven "gazing up into heaven," and they had "seen him go into heaven."  His ascension into heaven was an actual event! Jesus was taken up from Earth to heaven literally and personally. He went in clouds, so He will return in clouds.  "This same Jesus"—the very same Person. They saw Him go: we'll see Him come back.  It's no secret event.  Jesus ascended with an actual physical body—not as some ghostly spirit or intangible essence! 

The second coming of Jesus Christ is not a spiritual presence manifested over the earth that one cannot identify. It's more than a warm feeling created by the Holy Spirit.  It is literal. And it is a Personal event that will occur at a precise moment in time.  

The Bible teaches that not only will it be literal and personal, but it will also be visible .  Every person will be able to see it take place, according to Revelation 1:7 "Behold, he cometh with (what?) clouds; and (how many?) every eye shall see him..." Isn't that exactly what we just read in the book of Acts? It said, "a cloud received him out of their sight" and then the angel said the way He went up is the way He's coming back.

Looking to the words of Jesus', He says the very same thing in Matthew 24:30, "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:  and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in (the what?) the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 

2 Thessalonians 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 2 Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: The devil is a master counterfeiter, but here is something Satan cannot counterfeit—

Jesus appearing in the clouds of heaven with power and glory and every eye in the world seeing him. That's why the devil has to come up with these two other counterfeit teachings. First - that Jesus is already here—you can see Him in the desert, or somewhere else. Second - He's in the secret chambers—coming secretly. A secret rapture if you please. The devil brings in those false theories because he can't duplicate the genuine way that Jesus is going to come. Is that clear? 

Now we know:  His coming is literal; personal and He's coming visibly.  And now that brings us to fact number four.  As Jesus comes for His saints, He is also coming audibly. You're going to be able to hear it take place. 

Notice Matthew 24 verse. 31. This is powerful. "And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." The trumpet blast of victory will sound from one end of earth to the other.  

To broaden our Bible picture of Jesus' coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, let's look at what Paul wrote in First Thessalonians 4:15-18. I don't want you to hear what I'm saying, I want you to hear and see what God says. 1 Thessalonians 4:15, “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (that means go ahead of) them which are asleep.” (that is the dead in Christ)  
verse16 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”

verse 17 “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in (the what?) the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:  and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  

verse 18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words." Paul wanted us to understand that this revelation of the truth in the manner of His coming should comfort us. And it will, if we are studying His Word. 

Here again we have just read about the gathering up of the redeemed taking place, but notice that it happens when 1) the Arch-angel shouts, and 2) the trumpet blows,  3) the dead in Christ rise, and 4) we are caught up to meet the Lord in the air.   Satan couldn't possibly duplicate that!  

 In Jeremiah 25:30 we read, “The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a shout…” This shout is the same “voice of the archangel” in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”
The passage tells us that the trumpet is blowing. Have you ever heard of a silent trumpet? A trumpet is noisy, producing the loudest, most penetrating sound of all musical instruments.   

Matthew 24:31 describing the same event, Jesus speaks of the "great sound of a trumpet."  

And in 1 Corinthians 15:52 the apostle Paul says, "the trumpet shall sound"! These verses have been called the noisiest of all in the Bible!  To say that both the trumpet and the shout are silent is not only against Scripture but it is against common sense. There's absolutely no doubt, it will be heard by all.

1) He's coming literally. That means it's real. No imagination is required. It's an actual event occurring at a precise moment in time.

2) He's coming personally.  (Jesus, Himself will come)

3) It's visible. That's because it's dazzling in brightness and every eye sees it.  

4) It's audible.  Not only does every eye see it, but every ear will hear it.
Our fifth fact is that it is a resurrecting  event.  

 In 1 Thessalonians 4:16 the Bible tells us that after the trumpet blows the "dead in Christ will rise first." There will be a world-wide resurrection of the faithful from every land and generation. Satan can never duplicate this. 

And now the 6th fact, He is coming gloriously. Look here at Psalms 50:3
David was a prophet. "Our God shall come and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him." His second coming will not be a silent one. No secret rapture here!

 2 Thessalonians 2:8 “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming” His second coming will be a glorious event.

As we read in Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:”
The Bible tells us in Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.”  

Revelation 5:11 tells us there are ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands of angels. Multiplied out that equals over 100 million angels with Him when He comes.  Christ’s coming is indeed glorious. 

Many have been taught Satan’s lie that when Jesus comes, the rapture takes place, that He's coming secretly. The word "rapture" is not even in the Bible. Many use the word simply because it means to be "caught up" just like we have read here in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.   

The Bible says the Arch-angel is shouting, the trumpets are blowing, the dead in Christ rise, every eye sees Him, He comes in the clouds of heaven with power and glory, with all the holy angels— Does that sound secret?  

Remember what Jesus said? "If they say he is in the secret chambers, believe it (what?) not."  So how did this false theory of a secret, silent, invisible rapture become so popular? There are two men that are largely responsible for promoting this idea in the Christian world. 

 The first one was Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, who took this thought from the teachings of a Brethren preacher named John Nelson Darby, and wrote it in his notes which became wide-spread in the Scofield Reference Bible published in 1909.  Darby got the idea from some-one else, a woman named Miss Margaret McDonald who in 1830 gave what was believed at the time to be an inspired utterance where she spoke of this idea of a two phase 2nd coming. The footnotes in the Scofield Reference Bible are not written under inspiration. 

30 years ago a man by the name of Hal Lindsey, authored a book entitled, The Late Great Planet Earth, which really brought this old heresy into the Christian world and popularized it. But are you aware that the predictions of The Late Great Planet Earth, that the rapture would come in a generation from 1948, specifically the rapture in 1988 have completely failed? I believe God has allowed that to happen for a reason. He's trying to say something to Christian America today and that is this: "Let's get our eyes off man's opinions."
You can go to the bookstores today, and it's full of man's foolishness. I find it truly amazing, to witness all the Christians that have embraced the fiction of the “Left Behind” series of the best seller books by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, as if they were based on gospel truth. They are fiction! And sincere seekers for truth are being deceived, especially in the theaters. 

God says, "Go to My Word, It has the clear answers."  And again, any man or woman, that would spend one unbiased hour in the Word of God on this subject, could know the truth!  

Every time the Bible mentions that Jesus is coming as a "thief", it is talking about the time of His coming, the suddenness, the unexpectedness, and not the overall manner of His coming.

The fact is that Jesus Himself explained clearly just how a thief's coming could be related to His coming:  

Matthew 24: 42-44 "Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come."  What's He talking about?  The time of His coming.  "But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch, (time or hour), the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an (what?) hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh."  

A thief comes when the owners are not looking for a thief.  And so it is for the multitudes of this world as they continue in their sin, their rebellion against God, and their pleasure seeking, they're not expecting Jesus, and therefore His coming will take people by surprise. But we have seen the Bible plainly tell us— IT WON'T BE SECRET, SILENT AND INVISIBLE!! 

Let's look at another text and see what the Bible says.  2 Peter 3:10  Here we read a text about the thief in the night. "But the day of the Lord will come as (a what?) a thief in the night."  It doesn’t say He is going to come secretly and snatch all His people out of here. We need to read the whole verse. It says, "The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise." Does that sound secret?  Obviously the "thief" part has nothing to do with secrecy because the heavens pass away with a great noise! And look what else the verse says, "... and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." Now you can see why those who teach a secret rapture do not read the last half of the text. The "thief in the night" illustration is used five basic times in the Bible:  Matthew 24:43; 1 Thessalonians 5:2,4; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 3:3 and Revelation 16:15.  

Now let us look at Revelation 3:3, “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.” Do you see the key is to watch, so it does not take you as a thief, in other words, unexpectedly.

Now let us look at Revelation 16:15, “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” Jesus is talking about a person’s character and not being prepared for His coming. Not one of the "thief in the night" illustrations even hints at an "invisible coming." Only if taken out of their setting could they be made to give the impression of something secret. Notice how opposite the Bible describes it.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”

Let's go to the second text that is used to defend the so-called "secret rapture". Have you ever heard the verse, "One shall be taken, the other shall be left"?  Some have asked, “Wasn’t Jesus speaking of the secret rapture when He said in Luke 17:34-36, One shall be taken, and the other left?” In fact those three verses read as follows, “I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.”  

The secret rapturists point to these verses and say, "See, people are suddenly disappearing". But if they read carefully, they will realize that the ones who are taken, are actually taken to their death. As it reads in the very next verse 37, when the disciples wanted to know where they were taken. It reads, “And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles (or vultures) be gathered together.” Matthew 24:28 uses the word carcase instead of body.

This “taken” principle is made clear in Matthew 24:38-39  “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”  You see, the ones that were taken, were taken to their destruction in the flood. But the ones that were left were in the ark saved. It was in verses 40 and 41 Jesus talks about the ones taken, which are the lost, and the ones who are left are the saved that have waited for Jesus to come back.

Matthew 24:40-41 “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.”  The left are those who are alive and remain.

Verse 42 is a direct warning from Jesus, “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”

So the lost who have not died in the plagues, are destroyed when Jesus comes. They will have been taken to their first death. And what about those who are left alive? That is beautifully documented in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17, “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain (left) unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (that means go ahead of) them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain (left) shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Verse 28, "Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and (again did what?) destroyed them all." The inhabitants were taken to their destruction while Lot, his wife and daughters were left alive, of course Lot’s wife was not left alive very long.

Verse 30, "Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. "  (Notice it doesn't say "concealed!")  

Jesus prayed in the prayer of John 17:15 "I pray not that thou shouldest take them (the church) out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil." Jesus was not asking the Fahter to take the church out of the world, He was aking the Father to keep them from the evil one.  When Jesus comes for the second time, it will be after the church has gone through a great tribulation period and the world has gone through the seven last plagues. His coming will not be secret with people plucked out of driver’s seats and pilots disappearing into thin air, rather the second coming of Jesus will be a very audible and very visible event. And absolutely there will be no second chance.

1 Peter 1:13, “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Peter is speaking here, of the one and only second coming of our Lord Jesus, and he calls this coming the “revelation.”

Titus 2:13 says, "Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." It will be a powerfully majestic, spectacular, glorious appearing.

Luke 21:26, 27 At a time when “Men's hearts are failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” “And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” Jesus returns in power and great glory!
Luke 21:28 “And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”  

Matthew 24:27 “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  

The futurists say that the anti-Christ will come after the rapture, but  read what scripture says, 2 Thessalonians 2:8 “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: This tells us that the lawless One, the Antichrist is destroyed by Jesus' coming! 

The seventh truth about Jesus’ second coming is that it will be a climatic event . This will be a declaration from Jesus prior to His second coming, and it will announce the end of probation for this world today: Revelation 22:11 "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:  and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give (to how many people?) every man according as his work shall be." Do you see, judgment is over, Jesus has His reward for every man when He comes the second time. There is no second chance.
The additional truth about the second coming is that It is a Decisive event!! That whole theory about a second chance is nowhere taught in the Bible.  It's a man-made deception to lure people into a false security and they think, "Oh, if I don't make it in the 1st opportunity I'll still have another chance." The Bible teaches just the opposite.  People will say they don't need to study the Bible, they'll get ready when the rapture comes. Jesus gave repeated warnings about last day deceptions in Matthew 24, and these people who believe there is a second chance have bought Satan’s deceptions.

 What did Paul teach us in 2 Corinthians 6:2?  “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Truth leads us to prepare for the Lord, falsehood leads into an unprepared complacency.

Is there an urgency? Jesus said in Matthew 24:36 “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”And in verse 33 “So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. There is no second chance after Jesus comes. 
There are a lot of deceptions about the second coming of Jesus. God’s people need never be deceived so long as they are reading, studying and preparing for this event which will take place, ever so soon. Are you ready?

The seven truths about the second coming of Jesus:

1. It is a LITERAL event.

2. It is a PERSONAL event.

3. It is a VISIBLE event.

4. It is an AUDIBLE event.

5. It is a RESURRECTING event.

6. It is a GLORIOUS event.

7. It is a CLIMATIC and DECISIVE event.

Shall we pray…..
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