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23. (cont’d) "Elijah was a type of the saints who will be living on the earth at the time of the second advent of Christ and who will be ‘changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump,' without tasting of death. 1 Corinthians 15:51-52...Elijah, representing those who at the close of earth's history will be changed from mortal to immortal and be translated to heaven without seeing death" Prophets and Kings, p 227.

     "Satan wished to have the privilege of destroying the saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His angels watch over them....Jesus would be honored by translating, without their seeing death, the faithful, waiting ones who had so long expected Him....God would not suffer the wicked to destroy those who were expecting translation and who would not bow to the decree of the beast or receive his mark" Early Writings, p 283-284.

     Those who have died, have seen and tasted of death--like Christ did (Hebrews 2:9), and therefore cannot be a part of the 144,000 who have never tasted or seen death. Those faithful who have died since 1844 and are in the special resurrection, are along "with" this blessed group--but are not a part of the 144,000 (Selected Messages, book 2, p 263; Early Writings, p 40).

     Those in the special resurrection do not go through the time of Jacob's trouble, but are resurrected glorified just after the 7th plague first begins (resurrected after the voice of God begins, and before the second coming of Jesus--being the 7th plague– Revelation 16:17-21, 19:11-21, 14:14-20). Whereas the 144,000 go through the time of Jacob's trouble and all the plagues, and are the only company of God's people to do so (Great Controversy, p 649), and are changed in the twinkling of an eye, from mortal to immortal, being translated to heaven that they "should not see death"--just like Enoch (Hebrews 11:5).

     So, the only two positions in this issue that God's people will find themselves, is to die in the Lord and see and taste of death--to possibly be in the special resurrection (Early Writings, p 16) and raised glorified to be along with, but not a part of, the 144,000; or to live without dying and be changed and translated without seeing or tasting of death--being a part of the 144,000.

     "He (the Lord) points out their sins and lays open their iniquity because He wishes to separate all sin and wickedness from them, that they may perfect holiness in His fear and be prepared to die in the Lord or to be translated to heaven" Testimonies, vol 2, p 453.

     Those who are in the special resurrection, must overcome their sins in exactly the same way as does the 144,000--so there are no shortcuts. And if it will bring more glory to God by being a martyr for Him, then praise God; but if it will bring more glory and honor to God by living and not seeing death, then praise God. Let us do our God-given duty in keeping all His commandments

perfectly (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14), and leave our lives in His hands knowing that "whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's" Romans 14:8. And let us not give up hope, but "Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and forty-four thousand" Bible Commentary, vol 7, p 970 col 2.

 24. After God's voice delivers the saints, their captivity is turned about and the wicked cannot do them any harm. Then it is that the wicked awake from their delusion, and the synagogue of Satan--those false shepherds who have led their flocks into error and destruction--bow and worship at the feet of the saints.

     "Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee" Revelation 3:9.

     "The living saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the voice (of God), while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spoke the time, He poured upon us the Holy Ghost, and our faces 

began to light up and shine with the glory of God, as Moses' did when he came down from Mount Sinai.

     "The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads was written, God, New Jerusalem, and 
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a glorious star containing Jesus' new name. At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would rush 
violently up to lay hands on us to thrust us into prison, when we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, and they would fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue of Satan knew that God had loved us who could wash one another's feet and salute the brethren with a holy kiss, and they worshiped at our feet....

     "The wicked could not look upon them for the glory. And when the never-ending blessing was pronounced on those who had honored God in keeping His Sabbath holy, there was a mighty shout of victory over the beast and over his image.

     "Then commenced the jubilee, when the land should rest." Early Writings, p 15, 286 (NOTE--the voice of God brings the jubilee, not the jubilee bringing the voice of God!)

     "I saw that the priests who are leading on their flock to death are soon to be arrested in their dreadful career. The plagues of God are coming, but it will not be sufficient for the false shepherds to be tormented with one or two of these plagues. God's hand at that time will be stretched out still in wrath and justice and will not be brought to Himself again until His purposes are fully accomplished, and the hireling priests are led to worship at the feet of the saints, and to acknowledge that God has loved them because they held fast the truth and kept God's commandments, and until all the unrighteous ones are destroyed from the earth....

     "But I saw that the ministers did not escape the wrath of God. Their suffering was tenfold greater than that of their people" Early Writings, p 124, 282.

     "You think, that those who worship before the saint's feet, (Revelation 3:9), will at last be saved. Here I must differ with you; for God shew me that this class were professed Adventists, who had fallen away, and `crucified to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame.' And in the `hour of temptation,' which is yet to come, to show out every one's true character, they will know that they are forever lost; and overwhelmed with anguish of spirit, they will bow at the saint's feet" A Word to the Little Flock, p 12.

     Now how much time is involved from the closing of probation and the plagues falling, until God's voice delivers the saints?

     "Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us the day and hour of Jesus' coming" Early Writings, p 15.

     How much time in involved from the synagogue of Satan worshiping at the feet of the saints, until the coming of Christ?

     "...a number of days, the Synagogue of Satan worshiped at the saints feet" Day-Star articles, p 22, February 27, 1846, Ellen Harmon (White).

     "Soon our eyes were drawn to the east, for a small black cloud had appeared, about half as large as a man's hand, which we all knew was the sign of the Son of man" Early Writings, p 15.

     "Soon appeared the great white cloud, upon which sat the Son of man. When it first appeared in the distance, this cloud looked very small" Early Writings, p 286.

     So the 7 last plagues do not take a "long" time to fall upon the unrepentant wicked (not 3 1/2 years), nor is the mental anguish of the saints prolonged a "long" time during the time of Jacob's trouble (not 1260 days or 42 months).

     The time involved--from probation closing until Christ's coming--is not "long," but "soon." Remember, "Probation is ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord in the clouds of heaven" Great Controversy, p 490.
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 25. When Christ comes the second time, what happens? Christ puts in the sickle and reaps the earth (Revelation 14:14-15), and blows the silver trumpet (1 Corinthians 15:52). The sickle is put in and the trumpet sounds and the dead in Christ are raised--being the great multitude of the redeemed of all the ages (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Desire of Ages, p 834, 623). Then those who are God's people--who are alive and remain upon the earth (the 144,000 and the special resurrection people), are removed from the earth, being caught up together with the great multitude, "to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord"

1 Thessalonians 4:17.

     These 3 classes of God's people are represented as the first group which are harvested from the earth. While those wicked, who are still alive upon the earth, will be destroyed by the brightness of Christ coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8)--being the second group of grapes (fruits) which are harvested into the great winepress of God's wrath (Revelation 14:17-20), to remain lifeless upon the desolate earth for 1000 years (Revelation 20:5).

 26. The whole great controversy hinges upon 144,000 people--in one generation--perfecting their characters into God's exact likeness by uniting themselves with Divinity and working together in overcoming their habits of sin. So without this blessed group being made up, all the righteous dead--from Abel until the last--cannot be resurrected to immortality and made perfect when Christ comes again the second time!

     "And these all (righteous who have died), having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us (those living who could make up the 144,000), that they (righteous dead) without us (living saints--144,000) should not be made perfect (raised incorruptible)" Hebrews 11:39-40.

     Hence, this whole great controversy hinges upon the 144,000 being made up in one generation. Without this number being made up and sealed, the work cannot finish, Christ cannot cease His ministration above, probation cannot close, Christ cannot come for His people, and the great multitude of the righteous dead cannot be raised from their dusty beds.

     Thus this whole world of sin, darkness and woe continues to grow worse, and all this is chargeable to God's people who are alive today! What a mighty responsibility rests today upon God's people to overcome all their personal sins (Matthew 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15-16; Psalms 138:8), and to remove their presence from all corrupted groups and churches (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Revelation 14:7-12, 18:1-4)--touching not any unclean thing (Isaiah 52:7-11), in order to completely perfect their characters--without the least taint of corruption or contamination from personal sins or the corporate sins of others, so that this whole great controversy can end!

     So, what are we to do now?

     "Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and forty-four thousand" Bible Commentary, vol 7, p 970 col 2.

 27. For 1000 years, Satan--that old serpent and dragon--will be bound on this earth, but will not be able to tempt anyone! All the wicked will be dead, and will not be raised from the dead until the 1000 years are finished. During this time, the righteous in heaven will be reigning as priests and kings with Christ, reviewing the books containing the records of all the deeds committed by the wicked, and will be passing judgment in harmony with Christ--writing the sentence to be meted out against each name of the wicked in the book of death (see Revelation 20:1-7; 1 Corinthians 6:1-3; Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 475).

 28. After 1000 years are accomplished, Satan is loosed from His prison, and the wicked dead are raised back to life, and Satan gathers them to battle (Revelation 20:5, 7-8; Job 21:30). Christ comes down from heaven and stands upon the Mount of Olives, along with His people and the city of God (Job 19:25; Zechariah 14:4-5; Revelation 21:2, 10-27). Then it is that those who have crucified Christ, both literally in 31 AD and also 
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spiritually today, will see Him coming in power and great glory, and they will be led to exclaim "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" Matthew 23:39, 26:64 (Revelation 1:7; Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 476). Then Satan and all the wicked surround and completely encompass the city of God and all the saints (Revelation 20:9; Early Writings, p 292-94, 52-54; Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 476-77).

 29. After Satan and the wicked surround the city of God and its inhabitants, what occurs? The record books of life and death are opened, "and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books" (Revelation 20:12). Christ looks upon the vast throng of the wicked, and they all become "conscious of every sin which they have ever committed" (Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 481). Then in the sky, above the throne of God "is revealed the cross; and like a panoramic view appear the scenes of Adam's temptation and fall, and the successive steps in the great plan of redemption" Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 481-489.

     It is not until at this time that the law of God--the 10 commandments on the 2 tables of stone, that had been removed from the earthly temple at Jerusalem--is brought to view.

     "There is a sanctuary, and in that sanctuary is the ark, and in the ark are the tables of stone, on which is written the law spoken from Sinai amidst scenes of awful grandeur. These tables of stone are in the heavens, and they will be brought forth in that day when the judgment shall sit and the books shall be opened, and men shall be judged according to the things written in the books. They will be judged by the law written by the finger of God, and given to Moses to be deposited in the ark" Manuscript 20, February 7, 1906 (see also Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 484).

     As the scene of the whole history of the great controversy is finally shown, all the wicked--including Satan himself--voluntarily confesses that God is righteous and just in all His ways, and that they are wrong to rebel against Him and His government (Romans 14:10-11; Isaiah 45:23; Philippians 2:10-11; Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 486).

     After all the wicked have clearly seen that they are the ones guilty of death, then the execution of the judgment occurs, and fire from God comes down upon the wicked--including Satan and his angels--and the whole earth becomes a lake of fire. This fire continues to burn until all traces of sin, whether in the wicked or in the earth, are burned up and nothing contaminated by sin remains--including Satan himself (Revelation 20:9-15; Jude 14-15; Malachi 4:1, 3; Psalms 11:6; Ezekiel 28:12-19; Obadiah 15-16).

     "Fire comes down from God out of Heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein are burned up (see 2 Peter 3:10). The fire of Tophet is `prepared for the king,' the chief of rebellion; the pile thereof is deep and large, and `the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it' Isaiah 30:33. The earth's surface seems one molten mass,--a vast, seething lake of fire....

     "The wicked receive their recompense in the earth. They `shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts.' Some are destroyed as in a moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished according to their deeds. The sins of the righteous have been transferred to Satan, the originator of evil, who must bear their penalty. Thus he is made to suffer not only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused God's people to commit. His punishment is to be far greater than that of those whom he has deceived. After all have perished who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch,--Satan the root, his followers the branches. The justice of God is satisfied, and the saints and all the angelic host say with a loud voice, Amen" Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4,

p 488-489.

     "They (wicked) were punished according to the deeds done in the body. Some were many days consuming, and just as long as there was a portion of them unconsumed, all the sense of suffering remained. Said the angel, 
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`The worm of life shall not die; their fire shall not be quenched as long as there is the least particle for it to prey upon.'

     "Said the angel, `Satan is the root, his children are the branches. They are now consumed root and branch. They have died an everlasting death. They are never to have a resurrection, and God will have a clean universe'" Early Writings, p 294-295.

 30. The same fire which destroys sin and sinners, will also purify the entire earth from the curse and effects of sin. Once this is accomplished, God will "make all things new" not all new things, and a new heaven and a new earth will be created, which will be the new and blessed home of the redeemed which they will possess for ever and ever (Psalms 37:29; Zechariah 14:6-11).

     Sin will never revive again--the whole great controversy will be forever ended. There will be no sickness, pain, suffering, or death there, nor will God's people ever cease to learn something more to the love of God for them.

     The dwelling place of the Father and the Son will be with the redeemed. They will be able to behold the face and excellent glory of the Father and the Son and will be able to talk and fellowship directly with Them (Revelation 21:1, 3-5), and will worship Them on the Seventh-day Sabbath throughout ceaseless ages (Isaiah 66:22-23).

     So throughout the eternal ages, none will ever cease to advance in the knowledge of God's love; which means that our love for God, and knowledge of His love for us, will be constantly growing without end throughout infinity.

     "While the earth is wrapped in the fire of God's vengeance, the righteous abide safely in the holy city. Upon those that had part in the first resurrection, the second death has no power (see Revelation 20:6). While God is to the wicked a consuming fire, He is to His people both a sun and a shield (see Psalms 84:11)....

     "`And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away' Revelation 21:1. The fire that consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse is swept away. No eternally burning hell will keep before the ransomed the fearful consequences of sin. One reminder alone remains: our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of His crucifixion. Upon His wounded head, His hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel work that sin has wrought....

     "Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It will be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God....There will be no weariness in doing the will of God and offering praise to His name. We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning, and shall ever be far from its close....

     "There, immortal minds will study with never-failing delight the wonders of creative power, the mysteries of redeeming love....Every faculty will be developed, every capacity increased. The acquirement of knowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies. There the grandest enterprises may be carried forward, the loftiest aspirations reached, the highest ambitions realized; and still there will arise new heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers of mind and soul and body.

     "And as the years of eternity roll, they will bring richer and more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more men learn of God, the greater will be their admiration of His character....

     "Sin and sinners are no more; God's entire universe is clean; and the great controversy is forever ended" Spirit of Prophecy, vol 4, p 489-492.

     "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely (see Isaiah 55:1-4; John 4:13-14)....He which testifieth these things saith, `Surely I come quickly.' Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" Revelation 22:17, 20. 
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