2/28/10 – 9SH - “We Need to Talk” – Pt. 1
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – We Need to Talk – Part 1
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, Heavenly Father we live in dangerous times and no doubt everyone listening to this broadcast knows something climatic is about to happen. I pray for the Holy Spirit to bless both myself and that special child of God listening today for I ask in Jesus name, Amen.

Right now I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s Law.
We just concluded an 8 week study on what must I do to be saved? I know some pastors and some lay people who love to debate will say, “Pastor Vaughn, you got it all wrong. We are saved by grace and that’s all there is to it. Just accept Jesus as Savior and you are saved.” Here is my reply to anyone who says just that. Yes, it is true that we are saved by the grace and mercy of God for what Jesus did for us on the cross. He is then our Savior and our name was written in the Lamb’s book of life. But is He also Lord of your life? What does that mean? Jesus becomes Lord of your life when you are obedient to His commands. To be saved by grace is the basis of salvation. But there definitely are conditions to salvation. 

Here are three such conditions which we covered in the last series; repentance, confession and baptism. When you become aware that your sins cost the life of sweet Jesus, you must with Godly sorrow repent. Can you get to heaven without repentance? No, it is a condition. You also need to confess your sins if you expect to be forgiven. Can you get to heaven without confession? No, it is a condition. Then there is baptism. If you are physically able to be baptized, do you need to be baptized? Yes, Jesus says it is a condition of salvation. By the way, if you were baptized as a little child and you became a sinning rebel in your ensuing years, or if your baptism as an adult was by sprinkling and not by immersion, you need to be re-baptized the proper way. But if you think that you are going to go on sinning until Jesus comes, baptism will do you no good at all. All you would accomplish is going down a dry sinner and coming up a wet sinner.
Did Jesus tell the woman taken in adultery to go and taper off sin? No, He said “Go and sin no more.” 

You might say, Pastor Vaughn, I would like to stop sinning, but exactly what is sin and are there degrees of sin. To answer the first part of that question, we turn in scripture to 1 John 3:4. The Bible reads, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Sin is clearly defined as breaking God’s commandments. It is the best Bible definition of sin. Each of us needs to examine the Ten Commandments closely to see if we are in violation of a single one as James wrote in James 2:10 “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” We know James was talking about the Ten Commandments because the next verse mentions two of them. The seventh commandment, do not commit adultery and the sixth commandment, do not kill.

So for your understanding, sinning is violating any one or more of God’s Ten Commandments. The second part of the question is, are there degrees of sin? Let’s take the commandment, “Thou shalt not bear false witness.”  This commandment covers anything spoken or written that would be untrue. God looks at anyone who alters truth with the intention to deceive as a liar. You say what about little white lies, or how about fibs? Listen, any distortion of truth is a lie no matter how small or large the lie is. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. His people will only speak truth or they will not speak. You may be one who is very careful to tell the truth, but let me show you where many Christians fail. The phone rings and your child is about to answer it. You say, if that is so and so, tell them I’m not here, or tell them I’m in the shower. What did you just do? You not only lied, but now you got your child to lie for you. 
Oh Pastor Vaughn you say, that is nit-picking. Oh really, what it is, is making Satan happy. I tell you my friends, Satan is most happy when you think that you can go on sinning until Jesus comes, and then be saved. He knows that is not true. He knows you will be lost if you continue to break God’s commandments, thinking you are saved. When God removed Satan and his angels from heaven, He had no plan to bring sinners back to heaven. Heaven is a holy place where holy beings dwell. This is why God commanded us to be holy. That command is found in 1 Peter 1:16   “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Peter said it is written, which means it is in the Old Testament. You may say, Pastor Vaughn, I am a New Testament Christian. Really? Then what you are telling me is that you do not believe in what Jesus said. In John 5:39, He said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” Jesus was talking about the Old Testament because the New Testament was not around till decades after He ascended to heaven.
So the key to holiness Peter was directing us is found in the O.T. God commanded His people, ancient Israel and modern spiritual Israel to be holy. In Leviticus 11:44, 45 and Leviticus 20:26 as it pertains to diet and only eating those things God said are clean, shunning those things God said were unclean. His command for us to be holy is also found in Leviticus 19:2 as it pertains to keeping His seventh day Sabbath and in Leviticus 20:7 as it pertains to spiritualism.
You may say, Pastor Vaughn, are you telling us again that we are not supposed to eat the pig? No, God’s word says that His people should not eat the pig. Leviticus 11 gives a long list of what is clean and unclean. Listen to verses 7 & 8. “And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to you. Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they are unclean to you.” God is saying don’t put any part of the pig in your mouth or in your hand. Just how serious is it that we listen to God about diet?

Based on God’s clear word, pig eaters will be lost. Look, I myself used to love pork chops and Virginia ham and bacon. But we must realize that it was appetite that Adam and Eve lost paradise over and it was the first temptation of appetite that Jesus got the victory over. There is so much good food to eat; surely we can get rid of those things God said do not eat. Are you aware that eating pork can send you to the grave 10 to 20 years earlier than if you had followed God’s counsel on eating? You may say, Pastor Vaughn, you just said pig eaters will be lost? Where does it say that in the scriptures? I’m glad you asked, turn to Isaiah 66:15-17 “For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.  For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many. They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one [tree] in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.”
There it is and if you want to reject God’s word then throw your Bible away because you are fooling yourself. Isaiah is talking here about the second coming. He says,  “…the slain of the LORD shall be many.” Who are among the slain? God’s word answers, “They that sanctify themselves, … eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, …” Swine’s flesh is the pig or hog and the abomination is shellfish seafood that do not have both fins and scales like shrimp, crabs, lobsters, oysters, scallops, etc. What does it mean; “They that sanctify themselves,” God sanctifies those who are obedient. Disobedient people sanctify themselves and they say I will eat whatever I want to. Their God is their stomach no matter what comes out of their mouth.
You may say, Pastor Vaughn, my pastor eats pork and he says it is okay. And I say, does his word overrule the word of God? The Bible clearly says, “They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one [tree] in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.” That includes every disobedient pastor.
You ask, Pastor Vaughn, isn’t avoiding unclean meats and keeping the seventh day Sabbath legalism? Maybe you don’t understand what legalism is. Being obedient to God is not and never has been legalism. Legalism is trying to obtain salvation by doing things that are directly opposed to what God has specifically commanded. Let’s take Cain and Able for example. In order to be forgiven sin, it was necessary to confess your sins on the head of an innocent lamb and then slay it and offer it as a sacrifice. The lamb represented the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Everyone who lived before the cross and everyone who lived after the cross were and are saved by the same method. Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith;” No one will ever be saved by works. However anyone who knowingly disobeys God’s commands will be lost. Cain did not bring a lamb, he brought vegetables. He was seeking a plan of his own for salvation. God rejected him but accepted Abel’s sacrifice. Cain was legalistic. Obeying God’s fourth commandment to keep the seventh day Sabbath is not legalism, it is obedience. Keeping any other day, like Sunday is Cain worship for it is disobedience to God’s commandment and is therefore legalism, because it is trying to obtain salvation by a commandment of men.
Time is up for this week but we will continue this discussion, “We Need to Talk” Part 2, next week at the same time. This is a most important matter to every sincere follower of Jesus. 
Friends, we will be keeping the seventh day Sabbath in heaven and through all eternity, why not start keeping it this coming Saturday and experience the great peace commandment keepers enjoy. Come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church located at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. Sabbath School starts at 9:45 and the worship hour begins at 11 a.m.

This coming April, starting Tuesday night the 6th, world renown evangelist Ray DeCarlo will be coming to South Hill to present a series about these final days before Jesus comes, that will be held at the Days Inn Conference Center 6:45 PM. We will keep you updated on those meetings in the weeks to come.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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