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“Be Ye Therefore Perfect”
The theme of this camp meeting is “Perfection through Christ.” 

The title of the sermon I will speak on today is, “Be Ye Therefore Perfect.”  I am sure that every sincere seeker of truth here today, has the great desire in their heart, to be perfect as Jesus so commanded. 
Let us pray…
In Matthew 5:48, Jesus was not making a mere statement, rather He was commanding His followers when He said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Would Jesus command anyone to do anything that with heaven’s help would be impossible to do? Of course not.
I do believe that in order to understand what it means to attain to perfection; that it is important to understand what perfection is not. The Bible teaches perfection of character and not perfection of flesh, or to put it another way, perfection of our nature. Our sinful, fallen nature will not be changed until this mortal has put on immortality, as we read in 
1  Corinthians 15:52, 53 “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” So the change in our flesh or nature will only happen then and is called glorification.
We will see that you and I and any one of God’s people, can only gain the victory over all of Satan’s myriad of temptations through the power of Christ alone. Human power is powerless. 
  As Jude 24 reads, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling …”
What else must we understand that perfection is not? Perfection is not perfectionism. Those who have taught perfectionism in the past were early Adventists who lost their hold on God and drifted into fanaticism. 
Only on one occasion does Sister White use the term “Perfectionism.” It’s found in EW 101. 
 “God will not entrust the care of His precious flock to men whose mind and judgment have been weakened by former errors that they have cherished, such as so-called perfectionism and Spiritualism, and who, by their course while in these errors, have disgraced themselves and brought reproach upon the cause of truth.”
Those caught up in that deception were convinced that they had “holy flesh” and could not sin. God’s prophet had to deal with such around the 1850’s and again the holy flesh movement of 1900. Here is what she wrote about those deluded ones: 
 “They held that those who are sanctified cannot sin and this naturally led to the belief that the affections and desires of the sanctified ones were always right, and never in danger of leading them into sin. In harmony with these sophistries, they were practicing the worst sins sins under the garb of sanctification, and through their deceptive, mesmeric influence were gaining a strange power over some of their associates, who did not see the evil of these apparently beautiful but seductive theories. . . .  {EW 301.4} 
     "Clearly the deceptions of these false teachers were laid open before me, and I saw the fearful account that stood against them in the book of records, and the terrible guilt that rested upon them for professing complete holiness while their daily acts were offensive in the sight of God."-- {EW 301.5} 
At the end of probation, the righteous and holy will be forever fixed in character. Until then perfection of character does not secure us immunity against future sin. 
Victory today does not guarantee victory tomorrow. We must be converted daily so that we may possess the power of the indwelling Christ. It is possible to fall as everyone here can sadly testify. Oh but what a joy it is that if we sin, 
 “…we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:” 1 John 2:1. 

Listen to what God’s prophet wrote in 5T page 500:
 “Perfection of character is a lifelong work, unattainable by those who are not willing to strive for it in God's appointed way, by slow and toilsome steps. We cannot afford to make any mistake in this matter, but we want day by day to be growing up into Christ, our living Head.”  {5T 500.2}  


Jesus said in Matthew 5:48, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Let me ask you this: would Jesus have commanded us to do something that was impossible to do? No, certainly not. The only thing that would make perfection of character an impossibility is if we attempted perfection of character outside of Christ, in other words in our own strength. But didn’t Paul write in 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things (what’s the rest?) through Christ which strengtheneth me.” ALL Things! Does that include perfection of character? It most certainly does.
Paul, probably the greatest representative of the Christian faith, said in 1 Corinthians 15:31, “I die daily.” We seek to be like Jesus, for He is our example in all things; so was Jesus tempted? He most certainly was as Satan was his enemy and he is our enemy as well.

Jesus got the victory over every temptation and with the power provided, we can get the victory as well. But if we are victorious today, does that mean we will be victorious tomorrow? No. Tomorrow will have a whole new set of temptations as Satan will not release you without a vicious struggle to win you back. We are in a battle for our eternal lives. He wants you to be as lost as he is. So as Paul said, we must die to self on a daily basis and each day we must strive for victory. The power to live a daily, justified life is the road to a Christ-centered, sanctified life.
But understand this as revealed to us by God’s prophet: “Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime. It is not gained by a happy flight of feeling, but is the result of constantly dying to sin, and constantly living for Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor reformations wrought in the character by feeble, intermittent efforts. It is only by long, persevering effort, sore discipline, and stern conflict, that we shall overcome. We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns, we shall have self to subdue, besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully attained. Sanctification is the result of lifelong obedience.”  {AA 560.3}
Everything in this final generation is about worship. We get to choose who will be our master. The choice is between only two, as there is no third option. What are the choices? Well let’s look at Satan’s camp. 
He offers you the world. All the food that God calls an abomination, any lifestyle that pleases you regardless of what the Bible instructs, wine, strong drink, money, fine homes, the best jewelry and clothes, fancy cars and anything your imagination can desire. What are the benefits in this choice? You can become so preoccupied that you do not need to think of guilt. You care only about yourself. But that’s not really a benefit is it?
 There are some side effects to this choice such as diseases, hangovers, perplexing problems and forfeiting the protection of a guardian angel. But with luck, that is if you don’t die prematurely from disease or in an accident, you may live to age 60, 70 or even 80.  After death you get to rest a thousand years, without a single conscious thought, and then you live again, only to die in flames with your chosen master.

But praise God that there is another choice. You can choose Jesus as your Lord, Master and Savior. He will be your best friend and never leave you or forsake you. 
He has promised to come again to receive His followers and that time is very soon. The most amazing benefit to this choice is a life in perfect health that never ends. Hundreds of years from now, no thousands, no millions of years from now would be but a small dent in eternity as eternity has no end. 
This is a choice that we can do nothing to earn it. 
Paul wrote in Eph. 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” Saved by what? The grace of God. What is grace? The 1898 Webster’s Dictionary says that grace is the free unmerited love and favor of God. 

What do we bring to God to receive this free unmerited love and favor of God? We bring our sinful, shameful life of sin with all the attending guilt. 

Being saved by grace through faith is the basis of salvation.
But there are conditions to this choice. There is nothing we can do to earn eternal life as the price has been paid in full. But there are 5 things we must do:
1. Believe in Jesus;

2. Confess our sins;

3. Repent for the life we lived and what it cost God;

4. Be obedient by keeping the commandments, not to be saved, but because we are saved;
5. Be baptized. It’s not the graduation, but it is a burial of the old man of sin, and the beginning of a new life in Jesus. 
More on the 5 conditions of salvation later and I will even show you a sixth.

Now I want to continue this discussion on perfection through Christ. 

Our original parents Adam and Eve were created perfect, but they were immature. All their faculties were capable of development, and had they matured in their faithfulness, at some point, the test of obedience would have been removed. But we all know the sad history.
When we receive Christ and are justified, we are considered perfect, but we are almost certainly very immature.

God’s perfection is established on infinite knowledge. We can never achieve to the maturity of God’s perfection, even in eternity. Not even the angels have such perfection.  

Listen carefully now for the Lord has promised His power to give us victory over every temptation. So ours is actually a dependent perfection, depending on the power of Christ, second by second, for victory over all temptation.
The 16th century reformers and onward held on to many of the errors of the past and taught against perfection of character. However, 
John Wesley in the 18th century believed and taught that it was obtainable in this life and influenced early Seventh-day Adventists in their understanding of perfection. 
In the Christian world today are two schools of thought regarding sin.  They are the “high” view of sin and the “low” view of sin. Those who propose the high view of sin are the strongest opponents against perfection. They see sin as any departure from the infinite will of God and therefore perfection is obedience to the infinite will of God. They therefore conclude that no created being is or can be perfect which would include angels and the redeemed.

This view suggests that any weakness, limitation or inadequacy is sin. They classify forgetfulness, making a misstatement, or any imperfect action as sin. They use Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,” to support this concept.  
On the other hand, what is called the “low” definition of sin, provides an adequate understanding of the possibility of victorious Christian living
We find three elements in the Bible that uphold the “low” definition of sin. Those elements are:

A. The Bible definition of sin;   B. Knowledge;   C. Volition.

A. The Bible definition of sin – (1 John 3:4). “… sin is the transgression of the law.” 

Sin involves the breaking of God’s Ten Commandments. Sin does not include human limitations. 

B. Knowledge - Without the knowledge of sin, neither the Bible nor the Spirit of Prophecy define sin as accountable sin. The following Bible texts confirm this:
 (James 4:17) “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”

 (John 9:41) “Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.”
 (John 15:22) “If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin.”
 (Acts 17:30) “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”
 “Said the angel: "If light come, and that light is set aside or rejected, then comes condemnation and the frown of God; but before the light comes, there is no sin, for there is no light for them to reject."”  {1T 116}
 “Among the heathen are those who worship God ignorantly, those to whom the light is never brought by human instrumentality, yet they will not perish. Though ignorant of the written law of God, they have heard His voice speaking to them in nature, and have done the things that the law required.”  {DA 638}

C. Volition which is the act of willing. The Spirit of Prophecy says this in 5T 177: “No man can be forced to transgress. His own consent must be first gained; the soul must purpose the sinful act before passion can dominate over reason or iniquity triumph over conscience. Temptation, however strong, is never an excuse for sin.”
I want to expand a little on the sins of ignorance. In Lev. 4:2, 3 God had provided sacrifices for sins of ignorance when the penitent recognized he had sinned ignorantly.
Today when we realize that we have sinned ignorantly in our past, we are to acknowledge, confess, repent  and forsake that sin.

The question is what about those who never discover those past sins of ignorance; although sincere, would they be lost or do they still have the assurance of salvation? 

We read this in EW 254 “The minds of all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy place, where Jesus stands before the ark, making His final intercession for all those for whom mercy still lingers and for those who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is made for the righteous dead as well as for the righteous living. It includes all who died trusting in Christ, but who, not having received the light upon God's commandments, had sinned ignorantly in transgressing its precepts.”  {EW 254.1}

Regarding this quote, there will be no atonement for sins of ignorance of the living when probation closes.  
Revelation 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”  
Since this describes God’s people as keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. What is the faith of Jesus that we will keep? Our answer is found in 
3SM 172.  “"The faith of Jesus." It is talked of, but not understood. What constitutes the faith of Jesus, that belongs to the third angel's message? Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that He might become our sin-pardoning Saviour. He was treated as we deserve to be treated. He came to our world and took our sins that we might take His righteousness. And faith in the ability of Christ to save us amply and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus.”  {3SM 172.3}
 “The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus are both important, immensely important, and must be given with equal force and power.”  {3SM 184}
Paul was a man of great faith and these principles are a very important part of his teachings. Let’s see exactly what he says on these matters:
2 Cor. 10:5 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”
2 Cor. 7:1 “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
Gal. 2:17, 18 “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.”
And Paul believed in the deliverance of the gospel:
2 Tim 4:18 “And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
2 Cor. 2:14 “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.”
1 Cor. 15:34 “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.”
Paul saw that Christ would provide the victory:

Phil. 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” How many things? How much is all things? ALL THINGS! How much does ALL THINGS leave out? It leaves out NO THINGS! Does that give us wiggle room for excuses? No. In every circumstance when the going is rough, repeat it again and again until you have the victory. Yes Lord, I CAN do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. That kind of believing is a transaction of faith that God does reward. 

Faith like muscle will only build if you use it! What helps build physical muscle? RESISTANCE!

Always resist the devil and Spiritual muscle will grow!

God always supplies the needed power.
UNLIMITED POWER!

Here are God’s promises from the Scriptures:
James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from! 
1 Cor. 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

Now I want to explore this subject of the basis and conditions of salvation more thoroughly so that you have no hesitation in your understanding.

Character perfection is not the basis or merit of salvation. 
The basis of salvation is Eph. 2:8, 9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Therefore salvation alone comes through Christ. 
Character perfection is however the primary basis of our fitness for heaven and is the evidence that Christ is truly reigning in our lives.
There is absolutely nothing that a man can do to contribute to the means of his salvation. That’s why Paul said not of works lest any man should boast. And James said in 
James 2:20 “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” Now that may sound like a contradiction if you are not understanding the principles involved. For those of you who may be a little confused, let me now simplify it as God does not want us to be confused on this subject.
If you are keeping the law in order to be saved; then that is a legalistic approach to salvation and will fail completely. The reason being, keeping the law is a condition of salvation and not the basis.

What did we say is the basis of salvation? 

We are saved by grace through faith in what Christ did for us on Calvary. He did it all. 

So we have the basis of salvation on one side.

But we stated that there were conditions of salvation. 

So we will put conditions of salvation on the other side.

There are those who say all you have to do is believe and you will be saved without conditions. That’s cheap grace and not Biblical. Brethren, let us understand that salvation is free, but it wasn’t cheap. There are most definitely conditions to salvation.

1. Believe - We must believe that Jesus is both our Lord and our Savior. So many people want Jesus as Savior, but not Lord. 

Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t believe in Jesus? No! It is a condition.

2. Repentance - As the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins and what it did to our Savior, it will bring about the spirit of repentance. 

Acts 3:19 says, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t repent? No! Without repentance, which is a godly sorrow, the sins cannot be blotted out; so it is a condition of salvation.

3. Confession - Aware of the sins committed, it is necessary to confess our sins. Is confession required to inform God of what you have done. Not at all because He is aware of every sin, every idle word you have spoken, every evil thought that dwelt in your mind. What is necessary is to confess to God every sin that the Holy Spirit brings to your remembrance and then to confess and ask for forgiveness. 

1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Can I get to heaven if I don’t confess? No! Without confession there is no cleansing. It is a condition.

4. Keep the Commandments – Failure to keep the commandments of God will end in forfeiture of eternal life. 
Matthew 19:16, 17 the scripture says, “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” The word IF that Jesus used makes it conditional. “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Jesus was not making a suggestion to the young man, keeping the commandments is His command to all who are serious about salvation. Can I get to heaven if I am willfully breaking the commandments, even just one? No! It is a condition of salvation.

5. Baptism – Jesus made baptism a condition when He told Nicodemus in John 3:5, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Jesus made baptism a condition of salvation. Can I get to heaven if I am not baptized? No!  Jesus Himself began His public ministry in 27 AD by being baptized, and He is our example in all things. But Pastor Vaughn, what about the thief on the cross who Jesus gave assurance of salvation and what about death-bed confessions and inmates on death row who can’t be baptized? The answer is in this question: Did Jesus need to be baptized? No for He was sinless. His baptism would cover every sincere converted sinner that is physically incapable of being baptized. What a Savior.
6. Loving Jesus – James said this in James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” Then James said this in James 2:5 “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?” Indeed God is the source of love and we are only capable of loving Him by surrendering our will to Him.
When you understand this principle, that the basis of salvation is saved by grace through faith in what Christ did for us on Calvary and the conditions of salvation are believing in Jesus, repentance and confession of our sins and asking for forgiveness, obedience to God’s law, being baptized and loving Jesus; then you will not get tripped up with the false doctrine of once saved, always saved.

The Testimony of Jesus is this, “Cultivate whatever in your character is in harmony with the character of Christ. Cherish those things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely and of good report; but put away whatever is unlike our Redeemer. . . . Every soul that gains eternal life must be like Christ, "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners" (Hebrews 7:26).  {HP 160.5}  

Let us now understand an important principle concerning the investigative judgment that has been in session since October 22, 1844, this day now 26 days short of 169 years. The purpose of the investigative judgment is not to decide the eternal destiny of the human race, but to seal the destiny of each individual. God would have everyone to be saved, however each individual determines his or her own destiny.

2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
There are perhaps a majority of Christians with no more than a nominal experience who are leaving their eternal salvation to chance. 
You could say a roll of the dice. That would have to be the highest form of gambling as there is no second chance to get it right. 
Those who trust their eternal life to others that have a misunderstanding of God’s word, will have fools for counselors and themselves to blame when it is too late.

2 Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

The gospel of salvation reaches out through the grace of God to every seeking human being, but those who will be saved will be perfect people.

The SOP says this, “A character formed according to the divine likeness is the only treasure that we can take from this world to the next. Those who are under the instruction of Christ in this world will take every divine attainment with them to the heavenly mansions. And in heaven we are continually to improve. How important, then, is the development of character in this life.”  {COL 332.3}  

Because salvation is not unconditional, neither is justification unconditional.

Romans 2:13 “For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”

Isaiah 55:7 “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

God’s prophet wrote, “No one who truly loves and fears God will continue to transgress the law in any particular. When man transgresses he is under the condemnation of the law, and it becomes to him a yoke of bondage. Whatever his profession may be he is not justified, which means pardoned.”  {ML 250.3} 

 “God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul.”  {1SM 366.1}  

This is not hard to understand. God just cannot declare righteous any person who is unwilling to allow God to make them righteous. Justification is  obtained by grace through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus.

Paul wrote in Romans 5:1 “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”
Romans 5:9 “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”

Listen to me carefully now as sanctification, like justification must be understood as wholly the merits of Jesus Christ. 

Justification is the imputed righteousness of Christ to our life record while sanctification is the imparted power of Christ living in us to have victory over every sin and temptation. 

We receive both by the grace of God though our faith in what Jesus has done and continues to do as our High Priest in the heavenly Most Holy Place. 

Outside the gates of Damascus where Jesus recruited Paul’s service to the young Christian movement, he told him that he was to be sent to the Gentiles; “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” Acts 26:18
God has given every man the power of choice and decision making through which he can decide to choose or reject the free gift of salvation. The SOP defines that the same complete surrender necessary for justification is necessary for sanctification.  “Entire conformity to the will of our Father which is in heaven is alone sanctification, and the will of God is expressed in His holy law. The keeping of all the commandments of God is sanctification. Proving yourselves obedient children to God's word is sanctification. The word of God is to be our guide, not the opinions or ideas of men.”  {RH, March 25, 1902 par. 8}  
This bears repeating and should now be better understood, “Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a lifetime. It is not gained by a happy flight of feeling, but is the result of constantly dying to sin, and constantly living for Christ. Wrongs cannot be righted nor reformations wrought in the character by feeble, intermittent efforts. It is only by long, persevering effort, sore discipline, and stern conflict, that we shall overcome. We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns, we shall have self to subdue, besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully attained. Sanctification is the result of lifelong obedience.”  {AA 560.3}  

In My Life Today God’s prophet wrote, “Through obedience comes sanctification of body, soul, and spirit. This sanctification is a progressive work, and an advance from one stage of perfection to another.”  {ML 250.4}  
Paul really explains it so well that in reality, sanctification is the work of God in Phil. 2:12, 13:

 “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

And in Hebrews 13:20, 21, “Now the God of peace, … Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.”   

I think we can better understand what God’s end time prophet meant when she wrote concerning the robe of Christ’s righteousness that all who are to be saved will be wearing, in COL 311.4, 

 “This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one thread of human devising. Christ in His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and this character He offers to impart to us. "All our righteousness are as filthy rags." Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin. But the Son of God "was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin." But Christ was obedient to every requirement of the law. … By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.  
 {COL 311.4}
Although endowed with intellect, our first parents were no match for the super intellect of the arch rebel. They dwelt in safety so long as they kept their distance from the forbidden tree and trusting in God’s promises.
But one day Eve proved her distrust in God’s instructions by venturing into an unsafe area near the tree, allowing Satan to have access to her mind. He perverted the truth, making a false accusation against God’s character which caused Eve to lose confidence in the word of God.
God’s character was twice challenged; first in heaven, then in Eden. Satan has since attacked God’s law saying it cannot be kept. He has attacked God’s Sabbath and thereby God’s throne, His government, His Law and His authority as well.

 “Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could not keep the law, then there was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who are under the control of Satan repeat these accusations against God, in asserting that men can not keep the law of God.” {ST Jan. 16, 1896}

Many Christians are under the mistaken notion that the sole purpose of Jesus coming to this earth was for the redemption of man. However the Testimony of Jesus found in PP 68.2 tells us of an additional reason. 

 “But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe.

   In this final generation, God’s church, you and I, have the awesome privilege to vindicate God’s Character, His Name, His Word, His Sabbath,  His Government, His Law, His Authority, His Throne and His Church; before the angels, and before the unfallen worlds and the whole of creation.

It is not for human glorification, but for the glory of the three heavenly Dignitaries of the Godhead. Much more important than our desire to be saved, should be our desire to be God’s Vindicators!
This is yet another way of fulfilling the part of the everlasting gospel, Revelation 14:7, “… Fear God, and give glory to him …”

David declared in Psalm 19:7, “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”
Psalm 119:172, “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness.”
Now listen carefully, the law provides the standard of God’s righteousness; Christ provides the power to keep the law.

Perfection of character lies within the will. The role of the will is central to obedience and righteousness. Paul said this in Romans 6:16,
 “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”
So we can conclude, that if we are not fully yielded to the power of the indwelling Christ, we by default have surrendered our wills to Satan. There’s no third option. No decision is a decision for Satan. 

“Let none flatter themselves that sins cherished for a time can easily be given up by and by. This is not so. Every sin cherished weakens the character and strengthens habit; and physical, mental, and moral depravity is the result. You may repent of the wrong you have done, and set your feet in right paths; but the mold of your mind and your familiarity with evil will make it difficult for you to distinguish between right and wrong. Through the wrong habits formed, Satan will assail you again and again.”  {COL 281.1}
There must be a deliberate decision for Christ. We must accept His salvation. We must give Him permission to work His will in our lives. Through the power of the indwelling Christ we can fulfill the law of God. This is how Paul could say in Galatians 2:20,

 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

And why he gave us this instruction, 

 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” Phil. 2:5

Without His power, the claims of the law would be forever beyond the reach of fallen man. In closing, let us read this powerful quotation once more, but with our understanding,

 “When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”  {COL 311.4}

It’s all about worship and your free will to choose whom you will serve.  

To wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness is your choice.

Let us pray
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