Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

July 18, 2015

 “The End Time Church” Part 2

“The End Time Church” Part 2, before we begin, let us pray …

Last Sabbath we began to take a fresh look at the parable of the ten virgins. We covered 7 of 17 points regarding this parable. This week we will continue with part 2 and we will conclude the study next Sabbath and then I want us to look at end time issues and what is at stake. 

I stated that there is a dual application, first to the advent believers in 1844 and secondly to our day, this final generation to live before His second coming.

Let us turn to and read together Matthew 25:1-13 “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.  3. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4. But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10.
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 11. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.12. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.”

Let us review quickly the 7 points brought out last week:
Point #1- The ten women in the parable are called “ten virgins.” They represent God’s church and virgins represent a pure faith, uncorrupted by false doctrine.

Point #2- All ten have lamps which the Bible says is the Word of God; they are Bible students.
Point #3- They all went out to meet the bridegroom. The bridegroom we learned is Jesus and the church was expecting the second coming.

Point #4- Five of these ten virgins were wise, five were foolish. The foolish represented those in the church who were divided in their affections as they were lovers of the world and what it had to offer.
Point #5- The foolish virgins had no extra oil in their vessels. We learned that Oil is not only a symbol of the Holy Spirit, but also truth, grace and love.

Point #6- While the bridegroom tarried, means that there was a significant delay in the coming of Jesus.

Point #7- In the light of the parable, do we have enough oil to deal with the delay?  
We will now resume our study of the parable Matthew 25:6. 
Point #8 in verse 5 of the parable says, “…they all slumbered and slept.” All who wait for the Bridegroom are represented in the parable as slumbering and sleeping, because the Lord delayed His coming. Verse 6 says, “And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”

In response to the midnight cry, the wise virgins rise and their spiritual life is replenished as they had the extra oil in their vessels. Their focus continued to be on things above and not things below. They discerned where their source of supply was and appreciated the love that God had for them and they opened their hearts to receive the Holy Spirit. And so their lamps were trimmed and burning and sent steady rays of light into the moral darkness of the night; they had the oil of grace in their hearts. So Point # 8 was that they were all sleeping but when the midnight cry came the wise had sufficient oil in their vessels.

Point #9 Verse 6 said “And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” Why does the Bridegroom come at midnight? Because Jesus is coming at the darkest period of earth’s history. Isaiah said in chapter 60:2 “For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people:” Listen, this is not talking about the world, the gross darkness covers the so-called Christian believers who profess faith in Jesus but are living under the gross deceptions of the false doctrines of the wine of Babylon. 
Let me digress for a minute and turn to Revelation 18:3. “For all nations have drunk of the wine (false doctrines) of the wrath (passion) of her fornication, (unfaithfulness to Christ).” First of all it’s not talking about those who could care less about Jesus Christ. It’s talking about Christians the world over who have swallowed all the false doctrines that had their origin in Paganism, then embraced by the church of Rome and bequeathed to the harlot churches that came out of her, the Protestant denominations who continue to uphold the pagan day of worshipping the sun, Sun-day and all the other false doctrines like the immortality of the soul or in other words going to heaven or hell at death, or infant baptism, or the suffering of the lost in the eternally burning flames of hell fire, the secret rapture, or Christ reigning on the earth during the millennium, or the second chance after Jesus comes, or sinning until Jesus comes and then made perfect. All these and more constitute the wine of Babylon that the churches of the Christian world have been drinking for over 5 centuries now, and they are spiritually drunk and cannot discern the real truth so plainly written in God’s Word.  

We need to see a fit description of this spiritual drunkenness of the Christian world today given in Isaiah chapter 29. Turn there and we will be starting in verse 9. Isaiah 29:9, the Scripture reads “Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.” They are not staggering from fermented beverages, rather they are staggering from the fermented doctrines kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. 
Continuing, 29:10 “For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.” Brethren, Here is the condition of the Christian church today. It is in a deep sleep. God has closed their eyes to the true understanding of the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. They have no true prophet, in this verse called a seer, that God hath covered. 

Verse 11, “And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:”
So many people have gone to their pastors with questions on the book of Revelation and have been told it is a sealed book. There have been other pastors who have ventured into Revelation, but because of their lack of understanding on the prophecies of Daniel, they are left with only speculation and conjecture. They guess at what the mark of the beast is and don’t even know who the beast is; therefore they will never understand the mark until they actually have it along with their deceived congregations. 

Verse 12, “And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.” They have been to seminary and Daniel and Revelation are not part of their studies so they are left to plead ignorance. 

Verse 13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:” 
They go to church every weekend, I say weekend because the majority of SDA’s are described here along with Sunday keepers. They pray, they sing and they return God’s tithe. Jesus said it through the prophet Isaiah and spoke it again in Matthew 15:7-9.  “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” In verse 6 Jesus said “Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.” 
Sunday keeping is a tradition which is obedience to a commandment of men and Sabbath-keeping is obedience to a commandment of God. One is vain worship, while the other is honoring the Creator.

What did Jesus say about His professed followers when He comes? Jesus Himself said in Luke 18:8 “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” Who will we OBEY?

Listen, God’s people are in all churches and in all religions. Some deceived souls say that all religions lead to heaven. But that is not so. Wikpedia reports that there are reported to be over 38,000 Christian denominations throughout the world. God started the Christian faith with a single church of 12 men and when He comes He will have but one church, united in the truth of His Word, keeping all Ten Commandments and possessing the faith of Jesus. 

In Revelation 18:4, we read God’s final call for His people to come out of the confused churches of Babylon. It says, “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

Point #10 “And at midnight there was a cry made,” So a cry was heard. Listen, the first angel’s message was preached with power by William Miller and other second Advent believers during the period of 1833-1844. Something happened in 1840 that gave the Advent movement a tremendous boost as far as its integrity. God gave Josiah Litch, a man closely allied with William Miller, the understanding of a prophecy in Revelation 9:15, which reads, “And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.” 
Much of Revelation 9 deals with the rise of Islam and the Ottoman Empire of which Turkey was the capital. The sixth angel in verse 13 is the second woe. The four capitals of the Ottoman Empire were Damascus, Baghdad, Alepo and Iconia. Those are the four angels mentioned in verse 14. Verse 15 is the time period that the Ottoman Empire would have power to kill and bring down the Eastern Roman Empire. 
Now Josiah Litch was able to figure that this time period, which had its beginning on July 27th in the year 1449, would last an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, according to verse 15. Using the day for a year in prophetic interpretation, an hour would be 15 days, a day would be one year, a month 30 years and a year 360 years. The total would be 391 years 15 days. 
He calculated therefore that the Ottoman Empire would fall on August 11, 1840 and so began to preach that event. On that very day, the Turkish ambassadors surrendered the four capitals previously mentioned and accepted the protection of the allied powers of Europe, thus placing herself under the control of Christian nations, exactly fulfilling the prediction. 
When it became known, multitudes became convinced of the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation and the 2300 year prophecy in Daniel 8:14 adopted by Miller and his associates, and a wonderful impetus was given to the advent movement.     
Listen friends, when the cry is heard it’s too late to buy more oil. Jesus is coming and the opportunity to fill your vessels with oil is well over. Probation ended and Jesus is coming. Those who were filled with the Holy Spirit had a sufficient amount of the grace and the love and the truth to go through the period of delay. Either you will have it, or it will be eternally too late to get it.
Point #11, what is the cry. The cry is, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” Now this already happened once before in the summer of 1844, but it will reach fulfillment again soon. For every person living on earth it’s going to be the most exciting day of deliverance, or it’s going to be an absolute day of terror; it will be one or the other. 
Point #12 – What happens when the Midnight Cry has been given? Matthew 25:7 “Then all those virgins arose,” All arose, both the saved and the lost, the precious wheat along with the tares; the sheep and the goats, the remnant and the nominal Adventists and all that are alive in this world are now aware that the end of time is here because Revelation 1:7 says “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, …” 
At the all consuming brightness of the Lords coming, as it destroys the rebellious, foolish virgins; the minor prophet Zechariah in chapter 14:12 states the event this way, “Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.”
Point #13 – same verse 7 “…and trimmed their lamps.” I read the following testimony of Jesus, AH pg. 96 “You need the subduing grace of God in your heart. Do not desire a life of ease and inactivity. All who are connected with the Lord's work must be constantly on guard against selfishness. Keep your lamp trimmed and burning. Then you will not be reckless of your words and actions... Keep the windows of the soul closed earthward and opened heavenward.  {AH 96.1}
Point #14 – Delaying preparation will leave one unprepared in the emergency. Verse 8 “And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.” If you are a wise virgin you will be really excited as this 6,000 year nightmare is finally reaching its conclusion. 
But if you are one of the foolish virgins you will be terrified. Why? Because the story says their light has gone out as they have completely run out of oil. They had been playing church for so long and were so caught up in the things of this world that they were not prepared for the emergency. 
The bridegroom has come as a thief in the night, suddenly and unexpectedly. And now it’s too late to make preparation. You cannot make preparation by waking up at the last minute when the cry is heard, it’s just too late; too late to remove the idols from the heart; too late to obtain the fruit of the Spirit. 

Brothers and sisters, He’s not here yet but He will be here soon and now is the time that we need to separate all the foolishness of worldliness from our lives, and we need to begin filling our vessels with oil. In the story, verse10, the foolish virgins went to buy. Now they want the understanding of God’s Word. Now they want the grace of God and the love and faith of Jesus, but it’s too late. 
In COL page 405 we read, “The sleepers, suddenly awaking, spring to their feet. They see the procession moving on, bright with torches and glad with music. They hear the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. The ten maidens seize their lamps and begin to trim them, in haste to go forth. But five have neglected to fill their flasks with oil. They did not anticipate so long a delay, and they have not prepared for the emergency. In distress they appeal to their wiser companions saying, "Give us of your oil; for our lamps are going out.”

Point #15 – Verse 9 “But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.” COL page 405 “But the waiting five, with their freshly trimmed lamps, have emptied their flagons. They have no oil to spare,…” 

All of a sudden the foolish virgins want the truth; they want the love and grace of the Holy Spirit in their heart. Brothers and Sisters, if one is applying themselves in study at every available opportunity, and another of the same faith spends a lot of their spare time watching the many assorted programs on TV, is it possible that the one who studies can give of their knowledge and connection to Jesus, to the one who wasted large blocks of time? No! It is impossible. So in the parable they are told go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And so they try to get it, but it’s too late.
There is still more I have to share on the parable of the ten virgins. We have now covered 15 of 17 the points; so next Sabbath in part 3 we will conclude our study beginning with point #16, and we will also we look at its application to end time issues and what is at stake.

Let us pray …
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