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August 1, 2015
“Not One in Twenty” Part 1
Today’s subject, “Not One in Twenty,” is so important, and I never realized how important the subject is, until I started digging and searching through the Spirit of Prophecy. It will take three parts to cover this topic, and you do not want to miss one of them. What will be presented, we all need to hear. There will be few Bible quotes, as it is primarily Spirit of Prophecy quotes that we will cover, and we know they are the Testimony of Jesus. Revelation 12:17, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” We who claim to be God’s remnant church need to hear what the Testimony of Jesus is saying to us. AMEN? Before we start, let us seek guidance as we pray …
PH098 13.2 “When Jesus ceases to plead for man, the cases of all are decided forever. This is the time of reckoning with his servants. Those who have neglected the preparation of purity and holiness, fitting them to be waiting ones to welcome their Lord, their sun sets in gloom and darkness, and rises not again. Probation closes. Christ's intercessions cease in Heaven, and it is finally sudden upon all, and those who have neglected the purifying of their souls by obeying the truth, are found sleeping. They became weary of waiting and watching. They became indifferent in regard to the coming of their Master. They longed not for his appearing and thought there was no need of such continued, persevering watching. They had been disappointed in their expectations, and might be again. They concluded there was time enough yet to arouse. They would be sure and not lose the opportunity of securing an earthly treasure. It would be safe to get all of this world they could. And in securing this object, they lost all anxiety and interest in the appearing of the Master. They became indifferent and careless, as though his coming was yet in the distance. While their interest was buried up in their worldly gains, the work closed in the heavenly sanctuary, and they were unprepared. If they had only known that the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary would close so soon, how differently would they have conducted! How earnestly would they have watched! The Master anticipated all this, and gave them timely warning in the command to watch. He distinctly states the suddenness of his coming. He does not measure the time, lest we shall neglect a momentary preparation, and in our indolence look ahead to the time when we think he will come, and defer the preparation. "Watch ye therefore; for ye know not." Yet this uncertainty, and the suddenness at last, foretold, fails to quicken our watchfulness, and arouse us from stupidity to earnest wakefulness, for our expected Master. Those not found waiting and watching, are finally surprised in their unfaithfulness. The Master has come, and instead of their being ready to open unto him immediately, they are locked in a worldly slumber, and are lost at last.”  {PH098 13.2} Testimonies for the Church at Olcott, N.Y. (1868)
General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133 “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner. They are professedly serving God, but they are more earnestly serving mammon. This half-and-half work is a constant denying of Christ, rather than a confessing of Christ. So many have brought into the church their own unsubdued spirit, unrefined; their spiritual taste is perverted by their own immoral, debasing corruptions, symbolizing the world in spirit, in heart, in purpose, confirming themselves in lustful practices, and are full of deception through and through in their professed Christian life. Living as sinners, claiming to be Christians! Those who claim to be Christians and will confess Christ should come out from among them and touch not the unclean thing, and be separate.” --General Conference Bulletin, 1893, pp. 132, 133.  
We need to take serious note of this statement, “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty  (That’s less than 5% church) whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the world as the common sinner.” We’re talking about being safe to save. God is not taking the unconverted to heaven no matter how holy they think they are.

She said, “So many have brought into the church their own unsubdued spirit, unrefined; their spiritual taste is perverted by their own immoral, debasing corruptions, symbolizing the world in spirit, in heart, in purpose, confirming themselves in lustful practices, and are full of deception through and through in their professed Christian life.
This from Great Controversy 608.2, “As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.”  {GC 608.2}  We need to be so firmly rooted and grounded that we will not end up being the accusers of our own brethren. Have mercy!
Look what has been written about the medical work, “I wish I could set before the medical student the true responsibility that rests upon him and his work. There is not one in one hundred (less than 1 %) who has a just sense of his position, his work, his accountability to God, and how much God will do for him if he will make him his trust. The very first lesson he should learn is that of dependence upon God. Make God your counselor at every step. The worldly and the nominal Christian may insinuate that in order to be successful you must be politic, you must at times depart from the strictest rectitude; but be not deluded. These temptations find a ready welcome in the heart of man; but I speak that which I know. Pamper not self. Throw not open a door for the enemy to take possession of the citadel of the soul. There is danger in the first and slightest departure from the strictest veracity. In your work, be true to yourself. Preserve your God-given dignity in the fear of God. There is in your case the necessity of getting hold and keeping hold of the arm of infinite power.” --Counsel to Physicians and Medical Students, p. 23.  {Healthful Living  257.1} 
Did you hear that? The worldly and the nominal Christian (That describes the vast majority of SDA’s in the well to do nations) may insinuate that in order to be successful you must be politic, (in other words you must be politically correct and not make waves) you must at times depart from the strictest rectitude. (That’s saying you need to compromise and lower the standards.) A former GC president stood up in front of a church in CA and said something to that effect. Churches are being told that they need to bend the rules and go along with the policies established by leadership even though it causes compromise. They hold up that flawed human instrument called the church manual and want the people to abide by the policies in it, when at times leadership sidesteps the very contents. Look, we should get along with people and leadership, but never in compromising the integrity of the Word of the Lord as revealed in the Bible and S.O.P. which here at Victory is our only church manual. Jesus never compromised truth and neither should we. 
This next quote pertains to ministers from 6MR 72 “Divine knowledge may become human knowledge. Every minister should study closely the manner of Christ's teaching. They must take in his lessons. There is not one in twenty who knows the beauty, the real essence, of Christ's ministry.” (Wow! What a statement. She says that less than 5% of ministers understand the real ministry of Jesus Christ. Now do we wonder why our churches are in such a deplorable condition?) The servant of the Lord has told us in 5T 228 “The church will rarely take a higher stand than is taken by her ministers.”
What is the desired position to be in the churches when “Every minister should study closely the manner of Christ's teaching?” Continuing on in 6MR 72 “They are to find it out. Then they will become partakers of the rich fruit of his teachings. They will weave them so fully into their own life and practice, that the ideas and principles that Christ brought into his lessons will be brought into their teaching. The truth will blossom and bear the noblest kind of fruit. And the worker's own heart will be warmed; yea, it will burn with the vivifying spiritual life which they infuse into the minds of others. Then all this tame sermonizing will come to an end; for frequently this is an exhibition of self, rather than the fruit that the teacher bears who has been at the feet of Jesus and learned of Him. . . .”  {6MR 72.1}  Then all this tame sermonizing will come to an end. Throughout Adventism today, the majority of ministers are giving lifeless sermons that she described here as “tame sermonizing.”) All over the world there are congregations who are starving for the Word and when older SDA’s stand up and ask for the old ways, they are called troublemakers. She said, for frequently this is an exhibition of self, rather than the fruit that the teacher bears who has been at the feet of Jesus and learned of Him. . . .”
Less than 5%, what a rebuke to the ministers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. But then again, how many of us here have “been at the feet of Jesus and learned of Him.”  How many have read “Desire of Ages” through at least once? If you’re not Christ-like and loving, if you find time to find fault with and criticize a brother or sister in the church, all I can say is you don’t know Jesus. You may know a little about Jesus, but you don’t know Him. If you have been a Seventh-day Adventist for more than a year and have never read the Desire of Ages through, all I can say is that all of us need to read the Desire of Ages often.
The next statement comes from the first volume of Testimonies to the Church page 632. “I present the frightful facts in this case to arouse our people everywhere to a sense of their duty. Not one in twenty of those who have a good standing with Seventh-day Adventists is living out the self-sacrificing principles of the word of God. But let not their enemies, who are destitute of the first principles of the doctrine of Christ, take advantage of the fact that they are reproved. This is evidence that they are the children of the Lord. Those who are without chastisement, says the apostle, are bastards and not sons. Then let not these illegitimate children boast over the lawful sons and daughters of the Almighty.”  {1T 632.2}  
Did you hear that? “I present the frightful facts in this case to arouse our people everywhere to a sense of their duty. Not one in twenty of those who have a good standing with Seventh-day Adventists is living out the self-sacrificing principles of the word of God.”  Again, less than 5% are living out the self-sacrificing principles of the word of God. I think all here, to a certain extent, fall into this category as here in America we tend to be over indulgent. 
Look, these writings from the servant of the Lord are chastisements from the Lord. She said, “This is evidence that they are the children of the Lord. Those who are without chastisement, says the apostle, are bastards and not sons.”

The SDA church today is supposed to be the church militant. It is not a perfect church and is filled with faults. We are chastised in Revelation 3:17, “…thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” The chastisement is evidence that God loves us and if we rise up and rebel against it, we are described in Jeremiah 3:3 “Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.”
The next quote is from {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 10}  
“The present message--justification by faith--is a message from God; it bears the divine credentials, for its fruit is unto holiness. Some who greatly need the precious truth that was presented before them, we fear did not receive its benefit. They did not open the door of their hearts to welcome Jesus as a heavenly guest, and they have suffered great loss. There is indeed a narrow way in which we must walk; the cross is presented at every step. We must learn to live by faith; then the darkest hours will be brightened by the blessed beams of the Sun of Righteousness. We are not safe if we neglect to search the Scriptures daily for light and knowledge. Earthly blessings cannot be obtained without toil, and can we expect that spiritual and heavenly blessings will come without earnest effort on our part? The mines of truth are to be worked. Says the psalmist, "The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple." The word of God must not be kept apart from our life. It must be entertained in the mind, welcomed in the heart, and be cherished, loved, and obeyed. We need also much more knowledge; we need to be enlightened in regard to the plan of salvation. There is not one in one hundred who understands for himself the Bible truth on this subject that is so necessary to our present and eternal welfare.”
Not one in a hundred? That’s less than 1%. Brothers and sisters, less than 1% understand justification by faith—which is a message from God and the plan of salvation. We need to stop basing our Christianity on how much more we know than others and how righteous we think we are and take an honest and humble look at ourselves and see how spiritually bankrupt we are. See ourselves as God sees us and get into the Word so that we understand these things.
Jesus said in John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life:” There is no other truth and no other way for these last days, no other gospel but justification by faith and the everlasting gospel from Jesus. Let us learn it!

The servant of the Lord goes on to say, “When light begins to shine forth to make clear the plan of redemption to the people, the enemy works with all diligence that the light may be shut away from the hearts of men. If we come to the word of God with a teachable, humble spirit, the rubbish of error will be swept away, and gems of truth, long hidden from our eyes, will be discovered.”  {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 11}  
Wow, she said, “When light begins to shine forth to make clear the plan of redemption to the people, the enemy works with all diligence that the light may be shut away from the hearts of men. All diversions are from Satan to lead God’s people away from what they need to be studying. He’s carrying them into darkness. But look, “If we come to the word of God with a teachable, humble spirit, the rubbish of error will be swept away, and gems of truth, long hidden from our eyes, will be discovered.”
Justification by faith is one of those gems long hidden from our eyes. She continues, “There is great need that Christ should be preached as the only hope and salvation. When the doctrine of justification by faith was presented at the Rome meeting, it came to many as water comes to the thirsty traveler. The thought that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, not because of any merit on our part, but as a free gift from God, seemed a precious thought.”  {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 12}  
She goes on, “The enemy of man and God is not willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for he knows that if the people receive it fully, his power will be broken.” {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 13} Now you know why Satan has so many caught up in studying things that have no bearing on the three angel’s messages and justification or just plain not studying at all. If they were studying present truth his power is broken.

Next she wrote, “If he can control minds so that doubt and unbelief and darkness shall compose the experience of those who claim to be the children of God, he can overcome them with temptation. That simple faith that takes God at his word should be encouraged.”  So, what shall we do? Have a simple faith that takes God at his word. God means exactly what He says and we are to take Him at His word and trust it.
I need to bring today’s study to a close by finishing this quote in RH, September 3, 1889, “God's people must have that faith which will lay hold of divine power; "for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." Not all will receive the light, forsake their sins, and believe the words of eternal life, and without drawing back, go on from one truth to another, until guided into all truth. Those who believe that God for Christ's sake has forgiven their sins, should not, through temptation, fail to press on to fight the good fight of faith. Their faith should grow stronger until their Christian life, as well as their words, shall declare, "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth me from all sin." {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 13} 
She continues, “Many are in a lukewarm condition, because they do not live by faith, increasing in the knowledge of the truth, going on from light to greater light. A lukewarm condition is how the Laodicean church is described in Revelation 3:16 “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” God says that our lukewarmness makes Him want to vomit us out of His mouth. And the prophet explains the reason for the lukewarm condition. “Many are in a lukewarm condition, because they do not live by faith, increasing in the knowledge of the truth, going on from light to greater light.”
Such have need to be greatly alarmed lest that which the Lord has placed within their reach at infinite cost, should be taken away, and given to others who will prize the gift and use it for his glory. There is need of fear and trembling, watchfulness and prayer, lest there be in any of us an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God. If the light that God has given us is held in indifference, if it is not appreciated, it will not increase, but will become darkness.”  {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 14}  
     “Our only safety is in continually looking to Jesus. By living faith we must appropriate the precious promises; for every promise and command, necessary for our salvation, must become a part of us, that we may become one with Christ.”  {RH, September 3, 1889 par. 15}  
This RH article is powerful when you contemplate what she was given. There is not one in one hundred who understands for himself the Bible truth on this subject.” The subject of justification by faith is the subject, when correctly understood, that can break the power of Satan. Some may ask is justification by faith the three angel’s message? The servant of the Lord answers in Review and Herald, April 1, 1890, “Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by faith is the third angel's message, and I have answered, "It is the third angel's message in verity."”-- {Ev 190.3}  
We need to ask ourselves, “Who has my thoughts?” “Where is my attention and focus? “Who do I associate with?” What kind of behavior do I demonstrate and is it ethical? Am I an honest person? We can make the mistake of looking at and comparing ourselves to other people, and come to the conclusion that we’re not so bad. But brothers and sisters, that is not the standard for which we measure righteousness. The standard is Jesus Christ and His character. It is only when we do that that we can understand the helplessness and hopelessness of our condition; and then we will fall on Jesus and be broken.
Let us pray…

