“THE CHOSEN FEW”

Matthew 20:1-16 ….For many are called, but few are chosen.

OPENING PRAYER

Introduction: “The few, the proud, the brave…the Marines.” Share personal story from 1967 of being recruited as an officer for cadet school in Quantico, VA.
In a poll conducted by U.S. News & World Report, 1000 respondents were asked which of fifteen listed individuals they believed would be in Heaven. The list included movie stars, politicians and professional athletes.

Approximately two-thirds of those surveyed believed Oprah Winfrey, Mother Theresa, Michael Jordan and retired General Colin Powell would be in Paradise. Half believed that Bill Clinton, Al Gore and Hillary Clinton would enter the pearly gates. Twenty-eight percent accepted cross-dressing, body piercing, basketball bad-boy Dennis Rodman as a sure bet for Heaven.  The survey went on to ask whether the pollees themselves believed they were destined for eternal bliss. Eighthy-seven percent gave themselves the nod.

The influence of cheap grace and universalism (the belief that all will be saved) has led to the pervading idea that since almost everyone--excluding, Hitler and a few other depraved individuals—will be saved, salvation is as easy as breathing. These deadly concepts are symptoms of a lack of clear, scriptural teaching about the conditions for receiving eternal life.

We live in an age of incredible convenience. The idea that one should work for anything is quickly becoming a legend, not an ethic. And along with our obsession with convenience comes the Burger King slogan, “Your way, right away.” Unfortunately, these attitudes have thoroughly permeated the Christianity of our age. “Drive-thru” Christians would much rather pick and choose a theology of salvation best suited for their tastes.

No longer do we practice “Search the Scriptures” or “Study to show thyself approved…”  Instead of allowing God’s word to provide us answers, we have turned to cunningly devised fables.”  Professed men of God are afraid to preach anything that would anger or discomfort their congregations. The Bible describes the last days accurately: professed Christians would be lovers of themselves rather than lovers of God. In our efforts to please ourselves and others, have we lost sight of God’s requirements of eternal life?

Someone asked Jesus, “Lord, are there ‘few’ that be saved?” Jesus told the man outright, “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able”. Luke 13:23-24 (Above quoted from “When the Saints Go Marching In” Last Generation vol. 17 no. 1)

I. THE CALLED

A. YOUNG MEN & WOMEN (BOYS & GIRLS) 
  {AM}

TEYHI BORDEAU & MOSES



B.  MIDDLE AGE  (BOBBY & DAVID)

  {NOON}



C.  11TH HOUR (ELDERLY)                                     {PM}

II. THE CORRUPTIBLE CROWN p.141

THE TWO CROWNS 1T p. 348, 350-52

III. THE CHRISTIAN CROWN p.141


THE TWO CROWNS 1Tp. 349, 353

IV. THE CROSS 

LUKE 14:27 AND WHOSOEVER DOTH NOT BEAR HIS CROSS, AND COME AFTER ME, CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE.

V. THE CONCLUSION…

TWO HEROES FACE DEATH …THE GREAT CONTROVERSY CHAPTER 6 p. 82 (107-111)

FOR THE LAST TIME, HUSS WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL. IT WAS A VAST AND BRILLANT ASSEMBLY—THE EMPEROR, THE PRINCES OF THE EMPIRE, THE ROYAL DEPUTIES, THE CARDINALS, BISHOPS, AND PRIESTS, AND AN IMMENSE CROWD WHO HAD COME AS SPECTATORS OF THE EVENTS OF THE DAY. FROM ALL PARTS OF CHRISTENDOM HAD BEEN GATHERED THE WITNESSESS OF THIS FIRST GREAT SACRIFICE IN THE LONG STRUGGLE BY WHICH LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE WAS TO BE SECURED.

BEING CALLED UPON FOR HIS FINAL DECISION, HUSS DECLARED HIS REFUSAL TO ABJURE, AND, FIXING HIS PENETRATING GLANCE UPON THE MONARCH WHOSE PLIGHTED WORD HAD BEEN SO SHAMELESSLY VIOLATED, HE DECLARED: “I DETERMINED, OF MY OWN FREE WILL, TO APPEAR BEFORE THIS COUNCIL, UNDER THE PUBLIC PROTECTION AND FAITH OF THE EMPEROR HERE PRESENT.” A DEEP FLUSH CRIMSONED THE FACE OF SIGISMUND AS THE EYES OF ALL IN THE ASSEMBLY TURNED UPON HIM.

SENTENCE HAVING BEEN PRONOUNCED, THE CEREMONY OF DEGRADATION BEGAN. THE BISHOPS CLOTHED THE PRISONER IN THE SACREDOTAL HABIT, AND AS HE TOOK THE PRIESTLY ROBE, HE SAID: “OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WAS COVERED WITH A WHITE ROBE, BY WAY OF INSULT, WHEN HEROD HAD HIM CONDUCTED BEFORE PILATE.” BEING AGAIN EXHORTED TO RETRACT, HE REPLIED, TURNING TOWARD THE PEOPLE: “WITH WHAT FACE, THEN SHOULD I BEHOLD THE HEAVENS? HOW SHOULD I LOOK ON THOSE MULTITUDES OF MEN TO WHOM I HAVE PREACHED THE PURE GOSPEL? NO; I ESTEEM THEIR SALVATION MORE THAN THIS POOR BODY, NOW APPOINTED UNTO DEATH.” THE VESTMENTS WERE REMOVED ONE BY ONE, EACH BISHOP PRONOUNCING A CURSE AS HE PERFORMED HIS PART OF THE CEREMONY. FINALLY, “THEY PUT ON HIS HEAD A CAP OF PYRAMIDAL-SHAPE MITER OF PAPER, ON WHICH WERE PAINTED FRIGHTFUL FIGURES OF DEMONS, WITH THE WORD ‘ARCHHERETIC’ CONSPICUOUS IN FRONT. ‘MOST JOYFULLY,’ SAID HUSS, ‘WILL I WEAR THIS CROWN OF SHAME FOR THY SAKE, O JESUS, WHO FOR ME DIDST WEAR A CROWN OF THORNS.’ “

WHEN HE WAS THUS ARRAYED, “THE PRELATES SAID, ‘NOW WE DEVOTE THY SOUL TO THE DEVIL.’ ‘AND I,’ SAID JOHN HUSS, LIFTING UP HIS EYES TOWARD HEAVEN, ‘DO COMMIT MY SPIRIT INTO THY HANDS, O LORD JESUS, FOR THOU HAST REDEEMED ME.’ ‘

HE WAS NOW DELIVERED UP TO THE SECULAR AUTHORITIES AND LED AWAY TO THE PLACE OF EXECUTION. AN IMMENSE PROCESSION FOLLOWED, HUNDREDS OF MEN AT ARMS, PRIESTS AND BISHOPS IN THEIR COSTLY ROBES, AND THE INHABITANTS OF CONSTANCE. WHEN HE HAD BEEN FASTENED TO THE STAKE, AND ALL WAS READY FOR THE FIRE TO BE LIGHTED, THE MARTYR WAS ONCE MORE EXHORTED TO SAVE HIMSELF BY RENOUNCING HIS ERRORS. “WHAT ERRORS,” SAID HUSS, “SHALL I RENOUNCE? I KNOW MYSELF GUILTY OF NONE. I CALL GOD TO WITNESS THAT ALL THAT I HAVE WRITTEN AND PREACHED HAS BEEN WITH THE VIEW OF RESCUING SOULS FROM SIN AND PERDITION; AND, THEREFORE, MOST JOYFULLY WILL I CONFIRM WITH MY BLOOD THAT TRUTH WHICH I HAVE WRITTEN AND PREACHED.” WHEN THE FLAMES KINDLED ABOUT HIM, HE BEGAN TO SING, “JESUS, THOU SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME,” AND SO CONTINUED TILL HIS VOICE WAS SILENCED FOREVER.

EVEN HIS ENEMIES WERE STRUCK WITH HIS HEROIC BEARING. A ZEALOUS PAPIST, DESCRIBING THE MARTYDOM OF HUSS, AND OF JEROME, WHO DIED SOON AFTER, SAID: “BOTH BORE THEMSELVES WITH CONSTANT MIND WHEN THEIR LAST HOUR APPROACHED. THEY PREPARED FOR THE FIRE AS IF THEY WERE GOING TO A MARRIAGE FEAST. THEY UTTERED NO CRY OF PAIN. WHEN THE FLAMES AROSE, THEY BEGAN TO SING HYMNS; AND SCARE COULD THE VEHEMENCY OF THE FIRE STOP THEIR SINGING.

WHEN THE BODY OF HUSS HAD BEEN WHOLLY CONSUMED, HIS ASHES, WITH THE SOIL UPON WHICH THEY RESTED, WERE GATHERED UP AND CAST INTO THE RHINE, AND THUS BORNE ONWARD TO THE OCEAN. HIS PERSECUTORS VAINLY IMAGINED THAT THEY HAD ROOTED OUT THE TRUTHS HE PREACHED.  LITTLE DID THEY DREAM THAT THE ASHES THAT DAY BORNE AWAY TO THE SEA WERE TO BE AS SEED SCATTERED IN ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE EARTH; THAT IN LANDS YET UNKNOWN IT WOULD YIELD ABUNDANT FRUIT IN WITNESSES FOR THE TRUTH. 

THE VOICE WHICH HAD SPOKEN IN THE COUNCIL HALL OF CONSTANCE HAD WAKENDED ECHOES THAT WOULD BE HEARD THOUGH ALL COMING AGES. HUSS WAS NO MORE, BUT THE TRUTHS FOR WHICH HE DIED COULD NEVER PERISH. HIS EXAMPLE OF FAITH AND CONSTANCY WOULD ENCOURAGE MULTITUDES TO STAND FIRM FOR THE TRUTH, IN THE FACE OF TORTURE AND DEATH. HIS EXECUTION HAD EXHIBITED TO THE WHOLE WORLD THE PERFIDIOUS CRUELTY OF ROME. THE ENEMIES OF TRUTH, THOUGH THEY KNEW IT NOT, HAD BEEN FURTHERING THE CAUSE WHICH THEY VAINLY SOUGHT TO DESTROY.

PAGE  
THE CHOSEN FEW

1

