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 Spiritism in the Church -  Part 1  
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(Revelation 1:18)  (1218)

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”
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 “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;
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and have the keys of hell and of death.”
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Spiritualism is growing by leaps and bounds throughout the United States and the World. 

{Slide #13} 

There is an explosion of interest in the supernatural today. 
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Scores of people have become involved in the occult world, looking to things such as ESP, spiritualism, occultism, and even witchcraft.  
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They are looking for real answers to the meaning of life and so they've begun toying with things like Ouija boards and visiting fortune-tellers,
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calling psychic hotlines, and the other artists of the occult.
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Millions of Americans are asking questions about death.  Is it possible for those who have died to contact the living?  Who are these voices from the other side? 
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Does an individual who has died have the ability to communicate with relatives that live on?  What happens five minutes after death?  
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Where happens to the dead? Some teach when death occurs, all go directly to a place of paradise. Others say when a good man dies, he goes straight to heaven and when a bad man dies he goes straight to a burning hell.
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Others teach that a person doesn’t go to hell but to a place called purgatory, an important, intermediate stopping–off place, where one receives cleansing for their sins and then the person goes to heaven.  
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Some believe in reincarnation–that you can come back as another life form.  Millions believe that upon death a person enters the spirit world and thereby can communicate back with the living.  Still others, disillusioned by religion, claim that death is the final end for all.  Those say there is no God. 
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And finally there is a group that states the Bible teaches that when a man dies, he rests quietly in the grave, until the resurrection.  All these opinions cannot be correct at the same time.  People and ministers are confused!  In search for answers, millions of Americans have begun to be involved in spiritual phenomena. 

To be kept from the deceptions of Satan, it is extremely important to know what the Bible teaches about death.  To reject the clear teachings of the Bible is to leave one's mind open to the influence of the evil one.

What we’re going to do tonight is first look at the broad scope of what the Bible says, then at the end, we’ll focus on those one or two texts that appear to be a contradiction.  
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Listen again closely, to what Jesus said in Revelation 1:18

 
"I am he that liveth, and was dead;" Jesus knows what He's talking about doesn't He? "And, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." 

That's what we need, the keys that will unlock death's mystery. Keys symbolize power!  Jesus has power over death and the grave. 
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The Word of God, is the key to understanding the great mysteries of life and the great mystery of death.  Jesus is going to tell us the truth about death.
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1 Thessalonians 4:13. "But I would not have you to be ignorant brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."  God wants us to be intelligent on this very serious subject.  
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Keep in mind that the Bible teaches that Satan is known as the great deceiver. Since the Garden of Eden, the devil has wanted to confuse people about death.  
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Genesis 3:1-4 (3) God told Adam and Eve, the first time they eat of the forbidden fruit, they shall surely die. Eve, leaving her husband's side, drew near to the forbidden tree. "Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman, 

{Slide #28}

Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, 
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We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
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God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye (what?) die."  Now that's very clear.  God said, "If you eat it, you're going to die."
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And now the devil responds with the first recorded lie on earth.  Verse 4  "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:" How cunning!  Here is the devil, deceiving Eve, saying she would not surely die.  And the majority of the people in the world have chosen to believe the devil and his words to Eve, rather than God, and the plain words of Scripture!  
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God said you would die.  The devil says no.  God told the truth, yet the majority of the people in the Christian church and the heathen world are following the lie that Satan told.  They believe that people die—but not surely die.  

What is death? Well the dictionary tells us that death is the end of living; the cessation of life, the absence of life.  When the devil said, "You shall not surely die" he was lying.  That's why John 8:44 says, "the devil is a liar, and the father of it."
 
The first lie had to do with death, over the issue of immortality and that very lie is the foundation of spiritualism! 

We can't really understand death unless we understand how God created the human race.  The Bible explains it plainly in Genesis 2:7.
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Notice what it says "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul." 
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God took the elements of the earth—hydrogen, oxygen, calcium, iron, phosphorus, sodium, and formed a human body. Adam had a heart in his chest, but it was not beating.  He had blood in his veins, but it was not circulating.  He had a brain, but it was not yet thinking.  God then put into Adam’s nostrils His breath, His life-giving energy, His life.  God is the source of all life, and here He places life in man and “man became a living soul”.  
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Notice the three points made here.  We find man's body, is made of the dust of the ground; then the breath of life from God, and then it says man became a living (what?) soul. Man is made of two things and nothing else! Man is not given a soul as some separate entity of his body. It does not say here that God placed a soul into man.  The soul is a product of two ingredients.  

 DUST + THE BREATH OF LIFE =  A LIVING SOUL   Or, more simply, 
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ELEMENTS of EARTH + LIFE SPARK FROM GOD = A LIVING BEING
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Job 27:3 (569) "All the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my nostrils" 

This text, speaks again about the spirit and the breath, that these are one in the same.  So we see that the “breath of life” is the life giving energy, which comes from God. This text makes it ever so plain to see that the spirit of God that God gave him is the breath that God gave him. What did God breathe into Adam's nostrils?  His breath; but here it is called the spirit.  
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The word in the Hebrew for breath is "nishma" or "neshamah" and the word for spirit is "ruach".  They both have the same meaning, which is "breath".   When a man dies, the breath of life that God breathed into him initially, returns to God.  It's simply referring to the "power for life" that comes only from God, not some disembodied spirit.
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All living creatures including man exist as a result of two things coming together.  The body, which is elements of the earth, and the power of God, which brings life into that body.  
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The light shining from an electric lamp can best illustrate this. For us to have this illumination we need two things: a bulb 
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and electricity. The electricity is the power; the bulb is the physical housing. 

Electricity, the energy, represents the breath or power of God.  When God's breath, or power represented by electricity, is in the body,
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represented by the bulb, the result is a living being, or illumination.  Breath is a metaphor for God’s life giving power. 
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But if I pull the plug, or turn the switch off, 
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it turns off the light.  Why is the light turned off? Because I have cut off the power.  In the same way, man's body is formed out of the dust or elements of the ground, but unless man has God's breath in him, the spirit or life-giving energy, there will be no power coming into the body to produce the living soul or person. 
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Again, just as electricity plus the bulb equals illumination, so breath, that life giving spark of energy from God, plus the body equals a living soul. A soul is not something you have, but something you are. The soul does not go to heaven at death because it cannot go separate from the body, because it IS THE COMBINATION OF THE TWO!  THE SOUL CAN ONLY EXIST WHEN THE BODY IS COMBINED WITH THE BREATH OR POWER OF GOD!  
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Acts 2:41   (1080)   Here Peter is preaching his heart out and Luke talks of the souls that they win.  "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand (what?) souls."  
 These were legitimate people with a body and the breath of life.   
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Notice another example where Luke uses the term "soul" in the sense of "living beings" in Acts 27:37   (1115)  He states, "And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls."  What does Luke mean?  Simply that there were 276 living beings, people, aboard the ship.  
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Genesis 3:19  (3) Now let’s reverse the equation and see what happens at death? Just the reverse.  At this point, man has sinned and God is now telling him the consequences of his sin.  “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; 
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for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  
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So where does man go when he dies?  God is saying that the physical body will eventually deteriorate and go back to dust.  We’ve got one half of the equation but what happens to the “spirit of life?”   
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Ecclesiastes 12:7   (689) This verse tells us what happens to the combination of breath and body when a man dies: "Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit (or breath) shall return unto God who gave it."   

The same word used for "spirit" in Ecclesiastes 12:7 is translated "breath" in Genesis 6:17; 7:15 where it speaks of all the creatures under heaven, "wherein is the breath of life". It's the same Hebrew word, "ruach".  It means "breath", or "wind".  The Bible nowhere says the soul goes back to God, but it does say the spirit returns to God—because the spirit as used here is described as the breath.  
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Now look at Psalm 146:3,4 “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”  That’s clear. He has no conscious state in death.
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Death is creation in reverse.     
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Where did the soul go?  
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James 2:26  (1202) “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”  James simply reverses the equation that we found in Genesis 2:7.  Genesis 2:7 is the equation in the positive mode.  In James 2:26, it’s in the negative.  
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At death we reverse the equation.  The body deteriorates, it decomposes back into dust, the life-giving energy of God that He gave to that individual, simply returns to Him!  God is what keeps us alive! Death is the separating of the two things that came together to produce us.  That is clear! 
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Psalm 104:29    (633) "Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath (and what happens?) they die, and return to their dust."  So we have the equation in reverse here.  When you've got the living soul, and you take away his breath or life, that equals a dead person. 
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In verse 30 He puts the equation in forward again, "Thou sendest forth thy spirit, (that word "spirit", means "breath"), they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth."  
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DUST minus SPIRIT = A DEAD BODY. Or, more simply: ELEMENTS OF EARTH minus BREATH = A CORPSE 

Now we need to examine the false teaching of the "immortal soul" or the "never dying" soul.  The thought is that when you die, there is a conscious part of you that leaves the body and floats off somewhere to heaven or to hell, or some spirit world. There are strong theologians who will preach that you've got a never dying soul.

  
In the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation, never once do you read of a never dying soul.  It's not in there.  The Bible teaches the opposite. The King James Version uses the word "soul" or "spirit" approximately 1100 times, but never in a single instance is the soul or spirit called immortal. Not once does the Bible use the term "immortal soul". Now what does “immortal” mean?  The word “immortal” means “not subject to death” or “cannot die”.  It is the opposite of “mortal”.
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You may want to copy these scriptures down and study them later. We are called “mortals”, because we are subject to death. The idea of an immortal soul comes right out pagan teaching. The Christian world has adopted it, and then adapted it, but the idea that at death one enters into a new form of life is pagan in origin. 

The only place immortal is ever associated with mankind is at the second coming of Jesus Christ.  And then it is only given as a gift to the righteous. You need to be sure of what you believe! 

We've got to prove it from the Word, so I'm going to read you every single Bible passage that uses the word "immortal". 

The first one is in 1 Timothy 1:17     (1180)
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"Now unto the King eternal, (and what else?), immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever.  Amen."

I have just read every text in the Bible that uses the word, "immortal."  It is used only one time in the entire scriptures, which is a clear reference to God.  What about the "immortal soul?"  It is just not taught in the Word of God. 

You say, "Maybe it's the word "immortality."   The word immortality is used five times:
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1 Timothy 6:15,16  "…the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath (what?) immortality…”.
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The Bible is very clear here that it is only God that has immortality.  "Oh," someone says, "if only God has immortality, then we must not currently have immortality."  And that’s exactly right! If only God has it, then unless we are God, which we are not, neither we, nor any part of us can presently have it.
Then you say, "Where in the world did we get this idea, in much of the Christian world, that there is this "immortality" of the soul?  

The Protestants inherited it from the Catholics, 
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The Catholics borrowed it from pagan Greek philosophy, which got it right from the old devil himself who first lied to Eve.  God said, "You shall die."  The devil said, "You will not surely die."  And that lie has come all the way down through the ages, into the Christian world with a lot of appeal.  
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Babylon picked up very heavily on this idea.  
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Egypt as well.  And these kingdoms spread this false teaching all the way down to the time of Rome. It then came into the Roman church of the dark ages as early as 300 years after Jesus Christ.

The medieval church, the church of the dark ages, then took this teaching like it has many other false ones and spread it to the whole world as if it was Bible truth, but it has absolutely no foundation anywhere in the Word of God.  
 
There is a saying, "If you tell a lie long enough, and say it sincerely enough, a lot of people are going to believe it."  And such is the case with the idea of an immortal soul leaving the body at death.  It is a pagan teaching that dates back before the time of Christ. (Pagan means irreligious or one who has many religions and false gods)

The Bible says that immortality is a gift, that God will give us at the 2nd Coming.  There may be songs that speak of this immortal soul that soars off at death into the sky, but no matter how beautifully and eloquently it is sung or prayed, or preached, it is a contradiction of scripture, and therefore not the truth. 
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In fact the Bible teaches the exact opposite of a never-dying soul.  
Ezekiel 18:4  (837)  Notice how God clearly teaches us that a soul can die. Because a soul is simply a living being.  "Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine:  the soul that sinneth, it shall die."  
Ezekiel 18:20 “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
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It shall what?  DIE!  Yes, obviously souls can die.  Because the soul here is a father or a son.  It is a living being.     

The issue we're discussing tonight was a very debated subject in Jesus' day.  There were two groups. The Sadducees and the Pharisees and they were always arguing about the resurrection.  One believed in it, and the other didn't.  And Peter, when he preached on the day of Pentecost, touched on this subject.

Now notice where he taught them David is, and where David is not. 
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Acts 2:29  (1080)  "Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day." 
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Now look at Verse 34. "For David is not ascended (where?), into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,"
The New Testament is clear.  David we know from Hebrews 11 is a saved man.  But here we see that although he's dead and buried, David is not ascended into heaven yet. This was written 1000 years after His death!

Now you say, "Brother Vaughn, that's clear, but how do we put it all together about death?  If David is not yet ascended into heaven, where then is David? 
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The answer is not in man’s speculation, no, the authoritative answer is only in the Bible.   

{Slide #72}
The Bible calls death a sleep. (don’t read the slide) If one were to add up all of the references in the scriptures that describe death, by far the majority would describe death as SLEEP.   53 times the Bible equates the term death with a "sleep".  
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Job 14:12 “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.”
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Verse 13 “O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!” When will God’s wrath be past? After the 7 last plagues.
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Verse 14 “If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.” What did Job understand about death and the resurrection?  What did Job call death in verse 12?  A sleep.  When would his change come in verse 14? Till the heavens be no more verse 12. That only happens at the second coming, the time when man puts on immortality. He sleeps in dearth until then. Is that clear?
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Psalm 13:3  “Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death;” Is he talking about rest at nighttime?  No.  David called death a sleep. 
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Daniel 12:2  “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
 What does Daniel call death?  A sleep.
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The Old Testament writers knew exactly what death was, a sleep. 

----------------------- 

Well what did Jesus call death?  Let’s go to the New Testament.  Do you think Jesus changed what the Old Testament teaches? 
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John 11:11-14 (1064) records the story of the death of Lazarus—one of the closest friends of Jesus.  "These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.  
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Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.  Howbeit Jesus spake of his (what?) death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking a rest in sleep.  
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Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is (what?) dead.” 
{Slide #82}
What was the beautiful name that Jesus called death? Sleep.  From a human perspective, death seems absolute.  But God sees death from a different perspective. 

God says the righteous dead are sleeping in Jesus.  Understand that sleep is a metaphor.  It’s not sleep exactly as we think of sleep, but it’s a sleep-like state.  

 
In verse 11, Jesus said Lazarus is sleeping.  The tiredness, the sickness, the weariness, the pain, is all over.  Lazarus is simply resting.  He's preserved until the Second Coming; a perfect rest.  But in verse 14, Jesus said Lazarus is dead.
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The story continues in verses 23-26:  Jesus is addressing Martha about her brother Lazarus.
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verse 23 "Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again."   Now how did Jesus encourage her?  He focused her hopes on the resurrection. Did Jesus say, "Martha, take courage; Lazarus' soul is in heaven"?  No.  He said, "Martha, your brother is going to rise again."  And what did Martha say?  
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Notice carefully.  She learned her religion directly from Jesus. Verse 24, "Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection in the last day."   She thought Jesus was speaking of the resurrection at the end of the world.

But Jesus had something even better in mind for Lazarus.  The Lord was about to give a dramatic preview of that event. 
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Verse 25, "Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live."   Jesus said, he shall live.  That's future tense!  He shall live in the future.  As a token of His plan for all His friends, Jesus went to the grave of Lazarus to give us confidence that we too, if we die as believers before His coming, we would be sleeping in Jesus. Jesus was to call Lazarus to come forth from the tomb.  It would illustrate what Jesus will do on a universal scale for those who love Him when He comes the second time. The grave cannot hold them.   

Now we pick up in John 11:43-44:
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"And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth." Notice, Jesus didn't say, "Lazarus, come down," but rather, "Lazarus, come forth."
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“And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes”
Now, if anybody could have given a testimony about heaven, it would be Lazarus.  He had been dead, (how many days?), four days. Did he have any story about heaven or hell?  No!  He did not recount his experiences during death because the Bible says, “the dead know nothing.” 
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“in that very day his thoughts perish.” He was simply resting, or sleeping the Bible says. 
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Where do the dead go when they die?
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John 5:28,29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,  
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And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” The dead are in their graves.  
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Martin Luther said this in the sixteenth century:  “We shall sleep until He comes and knocks on the little grave and says, Doctor Martin, get up!  Then I shall rise in a moment and be happy with Him forever.”  --The Christian Hope, page 37.
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Ecclesiastes 9:5,6,10    (687)  "For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten."  
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"Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun."

Friends, this is a serious passage.  The Bible says we know that we're going to die, but the dead don't know anything. Notice that even their emotions are perished.  If the person was in heaven, their love and praise, and mind would at least be functioning.  But this isn’t the case.  The dead are resting, not conscious, not thinking, not reasoning, not feeling—not suffering in some place, just resting in a sleep like state.   
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“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest."  

While we are alive, we have knowledge.  With knowledge you can decide to change your ways.  That’s the beauty of life.  When a man is alive, no matter how wicked he or she has lived, they can change their ways!  But when you’re dead, YOU CAN’T CHANGE A THING!! So whatever you’re going to do, if you are going to change . . . when should you change?  NOW!!   
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Some find these truths to be shocking, but it is straight from God’s Word. The question is then asked, “Is there anyone in heaven right now?” We turn to the Bible for the answer. We know of three by name. There was righteous Enoch, who at the age of 365 was taken to heaven. Genesis 5:24 “And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” 
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Then there was the faithful prophet Elijah, who in the presence of Elisha, was taken also, as we read in 2 Kings 2:11 “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” 

And finally, of the named ones, there was Moses, who according to Deuteronomy 34:5-7 was 120 years old when he died and God buried him. 
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His grave was never found, but we know that God raised him from the dead for in Matthew 17:2,3 that Jesus was transfigured in the presence of Moses and Elijah, while Peter, James and John looked on. You could say it was a small representation of the second coming, as Jesus was glorified, Elijah represented those who would be alive and translated, while Moses represented those that would be raised from the dead. 
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And last, we know there were some unnamed faithful, that were raised from the dead when Jesus died, as some graves were opened when the earth quaked, according to Matthew 27:52,53 “And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 
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And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”
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We believe that these may be the 24 elders who sit around God’s throne in Revelation 4:4, but the scriptures are silent as far as being able to know for sure, “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.”  

Now, at this point, you may be thinking,  "What about all these things we're hearing today in the news?  What about all these magazines about people that die and supposedly come back again. 

{Slide #103}
What about the whole New Age movement where people are "channeling" with spirit beings, and people like Shirley MacLaine, with all these spirits of the dead that are supposedly speaking to her and others like her." 

The devil is the deceiver and especially in these last days, spiritualism and "spirits of the dead" is one of Satan's greatest deceptions.   

Spiritualism has two fundamental principles.  
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Spiritism in the United States makes these two basic claims, as stated by J. Arthur Hill in Spiritism History and Phenomena.  Pg. 25 says this: “The fundamental claim of spiritism is that human beings survive bodily death.” The second assertion claims that, “under conditions not yet fully understood, we can communicate with those who have gone before." 
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The late Sir Oliver Lodge, a prominent spiritist, explains the philosophy in seven words—"There is no death in the graveyard."  He goes on to say,    "I have frequent talks with the dead.” 
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The Fox sisters made a similar claim and it appears on their tombstone.
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Actress Shirley MacLaine is admired by many adoring fans and look what she said in Time magazine. (Read slide)

So here are the two points of spiritualism.  Number 1:  Spiritualism teaches that when you die you're not really dead— that when you die you're still conscious.   Number 2:  Because you're not really dead you can communicate with those who are still living.  Spiritualism is based on the idea that the essence of the soul of human beings is immortal, that it survives bodily death, and that it can therefore communicate after death. 

 Satan is well pleased to have Christians that believe when a man dies, that he’s not really dead as that gives the advantage to Satan. Folks, he is not ignorant.  
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He knows how to deceive, because he has deceived almost the whole world.  
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His human worshippers teach it.
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The tabloids declare it.
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And many of the curious attend séances,
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Where supposed loved ones are raised, either by trick illusion or actual 

evil angels that do materialize as human beings, under certain circumstances.  And Satan has the ability to impersonate the dead.  
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The devil and his angels can take advantage of grieving hearts and make it appear that our loved ones, that have died, have come back again to life. The devil has deceived millions of Christians into believing in "ghosts."  Human beings who supposedly have died and come back in spirit form to this earth. These are the deceptions of evil angels doing their best to deceive mankind.

{Slide #114}
Do you realize tonight that across America and around the world this story is being repeated in one form or another by the hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions?  
Satan can come in the form of your dead grandmother and tells you secrets that only you and your grandmother know.  The demons cannot predict the future with perfect accuracy, but they do know the past with perfect recall.  

{Slide #115}

You may even have experienced it or know someone that has seen a loved one who is deceased, perhaps an Aunt Sue.

{Slide #116}
…or an Uncle Bob. 

When people go to psychics, it’s not difficult for Satan to give thoughts to his human agents about your past—he knows all about your past, but not the future.  On that they fall short, again, and again. When Satan and his evil angels are going out to deceive the whole earth, working miracles, maybe even coming to you posing as a deceased loved one and calls the world, to stand on the wrong side of the issues that are to divide the world in these last days, what will you do? 

Brothers and sisters, it is extremely important to know a personating demon when you see one, as this is one of Satan's crowning acts to deceive us— because he knows if he can get us to believe it, then we'll get involved in spiritualism, and eventually believe all the falsehoods, which will end up in our eternal ruin. The New Age Movement today is based on this false theory. 

How best will you be able to stand against those demonic temptations?  BY Searching God’s Word. That's how! And that’s what we will do right now.

{Slide #117}
Job 7:8 “The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.” This is saying that at a funeral service we may look upon the dead person in the casket, but they are no longer aware of our presence.

{Slide #118}
Job 7:9,10 “As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more.”

{Slide #119}
What did that say? “He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more.” That means that it is an evil angel impersonator that stands at the foot of the bed of a surviving relative.

{Slide #120}

Job 21:32 “Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb.” Not some disembodied spirit floating off somewhere.

{Slide #121}
Job 14:21 “His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.” Friends, the Bible is telling us that the dead are not aware of graveside visits.  

{Slide #122}
You've been hearing a lot lately about the so-called apparitions of what is thought to be the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus.  

{Slide #123}
How many have heard about the Catholic Church and what is supposed to be Mary the Mother of Jesus appearing over and over again. 

{Slide #124}
Fatima in Portugal/ Medjugori in the former Yugoslavia.  

{Slide #125}
Sure!  "Mary" is supposedly appearing over and over again around the world.   

{Slide #126}
"Mary" is giving messages about the Pope 

{Slide #127}
and the future 

{Slide #128} 

and all around the world people are relying on her messages. 
{Slide #129}
This being is telling people 

{Slide #130}
to adhere to the Catholic faith. 

{Slide #131}
Look at this quote from “The Thunder of Justice” page 11. “Mary has said she will appear, if necessary, to every single household.” 

Now if that's truly Mary, we could take this Bible and close it and we could all go home.   But the devil is smart, and if a person is not grounded in the truth of the Bible, the whole world will end up believing these apparitions, and/or signs, especially if they're coming true.  Dear friends, Mary, the one who was blessed to be the earthly mother of Jesus, is in the grave awaiting the call of the Great Life-giver Jesus Christ.

Therefore, knowing that these apparitions are false and not of God, then what does that tell us about the message?  What power is the deceiver trying to get the world to follow in these last days?    Think about it!

{Slide #132} 

(read slide) The sad thing is that most people think that because something supernatural is happening it has to be of God. The Bible does not teach that every supernatural event comes from God.  Another power is at work in the unseen world.  

{Slide #133}
John the Revelator identified it when he wrote, "They are spirits of devils, working miracles."  Revelation 16:14. 

{Slide #134}
Look at these quotes from “Mary’s Message to the World.” (read slide)

Do you see how important it is not to depend upon what we see and hear outside of the Bible?  Our only safety is found in the Word of the Living God! Anyone who fails to let the Bible be his final and ultimate authority will have nothing to shield them from believing these supernatural manifestations of the devil.  

{Slide #135}
Jesus Himself warned us in Matthew 24:24,25 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; 

{Slide #136}
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.  Behold, I have told you before.”   

{Slide #137}
How does God regard these miracles by evil ones?

{Slide #138}
Leviticus 20:27 “A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death:” 

{Slide #139}
So who are these wizards, witches and psychics really contacting?

{Slide #140}
Revelation 16:14 "They are spirits of devils, working miracles."
{Slide #141}
1 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”
{Slide #142}
This Time article reported that 69% of Americans believe that angels exist.

{Slide #143}
And in People magazine it stated “Almost 70 million Americans said they think it’s possible to communicate with the dead.”

{Slide #144}
And so the devil’s lie is perpetuated. There is a much bigger picture to understand when it comes to the subject of death! 

{Slide #145}
For example:  Hale Bop—

{Slide #146}
Heaven’s Gate Cult—

{Slide #147}
27 people dead. 

{Slide #148}
Thank God for the Bible and the truth.  A man or woman is going to believe something.  Why not believe in the One who made us in the first place?  

{Slide #148}
There are ouija boards, fortune-tellers, & games like dungeons and dragons etc. It’s all in the occult and very dangerous. Satan loves to get us involved in playing with these satanic games because it breaks down our defenses against resisting the deceptions of evil agencies. This is another reason why we shouldn't get involved with things like Halloween for this is spreading the devil's lies. 

Some folks will insist that their departed relatives are in the presence of God praising the Lord.  Let's get the Bible answer and see if the dead are praising the Lord. There are people who say that the "spirit" actually leaves the body and goes back to praise the Lord at the time of death.  That's not what God says!

{Slide #150}
Psalm 115:17   (640)  "The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence." 

 Why are they in silence?   Because you cannot have life and death at the same time.  If you’re alive—you’re alive.  And if you’re dead—you’re dead. Silent dead! 

As a Christian, I believe in life after death—I just don’t believe in life during death! But there will be a new life, and it will begin, not when man dies, but when he is raised from the dead, at the resurrection.

{Slide #151}
Job 14:12-14 “So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.”
{Slide #152}
“O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past,” When will God’s wrath be past? After the 7 last plagues, which is future. Going on,

{Slide #153}
 “that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!  If a man die, shall he live again?”

{Slide #154}
 “all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.”
 
I want to refer you now to the most beautiful passage, which explains what Job meant when he talked about the time when his change should come. 

{Slide #155}
1 Corinthians 15: 51-54 (1146) Notice here what God’s marvelous plan is for all who die in the blessed hope of the coming of the Lord. "Behold, I shew you a mystery;  We shall not all sleep,” (now notice how death is called a sleep again)  “but we shall all be changed,” (how is this going to happen?)  "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”  

{Slide #156}

“For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,” (Now to all the believers in the natural immortality of the soul, I would ask the question— Why do we have to "put on" something we already have?) “then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory."
 
My dear friends, it is at Christ’s coming that the saints, and only the saints, receive immortality.  You see, God is only going to give immortality to those whom He can trust. Immortality is a gift from God—a reward for your faithfulness.  If faithful to God you will be an immortal soul when Jesus comes and He changes your body like unto His glorious body.  

{Slide #157}
It is then that the Bible declares, Verse 55 “O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?”

The Bible plainly declares that those who die before the Second Coming will sleep, and then all will be changed when Jesus comes.  And it just makes so much sense.  If everybody when they died went either to heaven, or hell, (wherever that's supposed to be), when Jesus comes, who is he supposed to resurrect?  The only way the resurrection has relevance, is if the dead are sleeping in Jesus, so Christ can come and wake them up and take them to glory!  The resurrection is mentioned by name 34 times and by other words many more times.) 

{Slide #158}
1 Corinthians 15:20-23 “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.”   

The message of Christianity that shook the pagan Roman Empire in the days of Paul was the good news of the resurrection.  The pagans had lost confidence in their religion, and death seemed like a dark pit from which was no hope of escape.  Paul and the early Christians pointed to the resurrection as God's answer to death. Paul never preached the idea of immediate reward upon death.  
{Slide #159}  

Luke 14:14 (1032)  "And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed (upon your death?) No! ". . at the resurrection of the just." Is the Bible making it clear? Remember, to the dead, their time in the grave will be like a split second of time.  Time means nothing when you sleep.  They lay peacefully, and the next thing that dead loved one would know, is the face of Jesus.   

{Slide #160}
John 6: 39,40,44,54) “And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing,” 

{Slide #161}
“but should raise it up again at the last day.”

{Slide #162}
“And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son,”

{Slide #163}
“and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.”  

{Slide #164}
“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.”  

{Slide #165}
“Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”  

Some will tell you that the resurrection is when God raises only the body up so that He can reunite it with the soul that is already in heaven.  Notice, Jesus didn't say, "I'll raise his body up."  He said, "I'll raise HIM up!"  The whole person.   

 {Slide #166} 

Notice this next text:  Colossians 3:4  (1173)  "When Christ, who is our life shall appear then shall ye also appear with him in glory." Notice!  I repeat "When Christ, who is our life shall appear then shall ye also appear with him in glory." When will we appear with Him in glory?  Then! As stated in Matthew 24:30) 

{Slide #167}
“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

Has Christ yet appeared in glory?  No. Then how can the saints be appearing with him in glory now? It's an utter impossibility. By the way, this text also destroys once again, the secret rapture theory, which teaches that the saints will be taken away before Christ appears in glory.

 
All right, now let's take the next step.  When Jesus comes there's going to be two groups of people, the righteous and the wicked. Both come up in separate resurrections. Both groups are in the grave. Both come up in a resurrection.

{Slide #168}
John 5:28,29  (1054) "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth: 

{Slide #169}
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." 

Now there are the two groups.  Both will come up in a resurrection.  Let's look first at the group that is raised to everlasting life, by turning to one of our most important texts tonight.

{Slide #170}
1 Thessalonians 4:13,14 (1176) provides a great source of encouragement on this topic.  "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, (Notice, death is again called a sleep), that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." 

Paul says here that he doesn't want us to be ignorant on this subject.  Because when we believe in Jesus and realize that He rose from the grave, we can have confidence that those of our loved ones who are asleep in Jesus, God will one day bring to heaven also.  When will this day be? Paul goes on to say,  

{Slide #171}

1 Thessalonians 4:15 "For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep." The word "prevent" here is an old English word that means "precede". Paul continues, 

{Slide #172}
1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 

If the dead are already in heaven, where are they going to rise from?  Look at it logically.  The text says the Lord descends.  He comes down, and the saints go up. “ . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first." 

{Slide #173}
“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” The living saints, who were not to precede the resurrected saints, then go up an together all meet Jesus in the air.  

{Slide #174}
“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” Paul didn't say to comfort one another by saying, "Don't worry, so and so is up in heaven now."  No Sir!  He said comfort one another by the knowledge, and the fact the righteous dead are sleeping peacefully, and soon Jesus is coming to wake them up and take them to heaven.  That's to be our comfort!    

{Slide #175}
John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled.Ye believe in God. Believe also in Me. In my father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. 

{Slide #176}
I go and prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive you to myself so that where I am, there ye may be also.”
  
Jesus is coming to receive or take us and yet the big religious preachers today are saying that the saints are already in heaven.  If the saints are already in heaven, then for whom is Jesus coming back?   

{Slide #177}
Look closely at Hebrews 11:39,40 “And these all, (Speaking about a long list of Old Testament figures such as Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David and others) “And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.” 1 John 2:25

{Slide #178}
2 Timothy 4:6-8 (1186) This is just before Paul dies, and he knows he's about to die, and he writes Timothy here this letter and notice his testimony and what Paul teaches about this subject. "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:”  (Isn't that a great testimony?) 

{Slide #179}
“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at (the moment I die and go to be with Jesus?), No! When? at that day: (what day is he talking about?), and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." And when is the Lord’s appearing? 

{Slide #180}
Matthew 24:30   "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."  

Paul knew he was saved.  He knew he had a crown of righteousness waiting for him. But he also knew when he was going to get it, and that was at Jesus' appearing , at the Second Coming. 

 
All right, we've covered this subject very thoroughly.  Of all the hundreds of texts on death in the Bible, there are only about 4 that I know of that can be twisted to try to show that the dead are living today and that they go straight to heaven. 

{Slide #181}
I know many of you are wondering, "What about the thief on the cross?"
This verse has often been quoted and misquoted, to make it appear that when a person dies, he goes straight to heaven or somewhere else.  

When we study the Bible, the whole Bible has to be harmonized.  Have we already read that the dead know not anything?  Have we read that in the grave there is no remembrance of God?  Does the Bible say 53 times that death is but a sleep?  Yes.  Is it true that of the hundreds and hundreds of times the Bible speaks about the soul, it never once says it is immortal? Yes.  And never once does the Bible speak about consciousness after death or the living communicating with the dead. 

It's amazing how you might have 15, 30, maybe 50 or more Bible texts on one topic and somebody say, "Wait a minute, I found one over here that says something else.  You had better throw out those 15 or 50 other texts." Is that sound Bible practice?  Not at all!  No, we take all the abundance of things that the Bible says to get our picture.  Then if there's one text that may appear not to fit in the picture we say, let's reevaluate this one text, because the Bible does not contradict itself.

{Slide #182}
 
Luke 23:42-46   (1046) Some people have become confused over Christ's statement to the thief on the cross.  So what I'm going to do tonight is this:  We're going to look at what Jesus said to the thief and we're going to see that Christ did not mean that He would be in paradise with the thief that day.  In fact, the Bible teaches that Christ Himself didn't go to paradise that day.  So how could He say to the thief, "I'm going to be with you in paradise today"? Let's go first to Verse 42 & 43.  We're going to look first at the thief's request, and then at Christ's answer. 

"And he (the thief) said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom."  The thief's request was "Lord, don't forget me; Lord, remember me." 

{Slide #183}
Verse 43 "And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise." 

 
Somebody says, "Brother Vaughn, that's perplexing to me." It need not be.   Really, the whole discussion hinges on where you put the comma, whether you put it before the word "today" or whether you put it after the word "today." 
{Slide #184}
When the New Testament was written in the Greek language there was no punctuation.  Punctuation, chapters, and verses were not originally in the text.  It was added many centuries later.  The punctuation was not added until the mid 1400s AD.   Many centuries after the Bible had been written, the translators came along and put the comma before the word, "today", when they should have put it after the word, "today", and that simple act of misplacing the comma has cause people to misinterpret the words of Jesus.  

{Slide #185}
So what reads, "And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise."  Should actually read,

{Slide #186}  

"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee To day, shalt thou be with me in paradise." 

 What Jesus was really doing was using the word "today" for emphasis!
And this is consistent with the usage of the word "today" elsewhere in the Bible. 
{Slide #187}
Notice Zechariah 9:12   (936)    "Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee;" Notice the usage of the word "today" is for emphasis.  “Today” as it is used here is an emphatic “today”.  It modifies “verily I say unto you” and not “you will be with” 

Jesus used the word "today" in the exact same manner to the thief. Jesus made the statement that day, He did not tell the thief that they would be in heaven together that day.

This isn't the only comma out of place in scripture.  Notice another very interesting one is in Acts 19:12   (1103)  “So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.”  (sick handkerchiefs). A comma would be appropriate after the word sick. 

Somebody says, "How do you know where to put the comma?  How do you know whether the comma goes before or after the word "today'?"  That's a fair question. There are three reasons that we are absolutely certain where the comma has to be placed. 

1) The Bible says the Scripture cannot be broken.  If we have an overwhelming number of texts that tell us that, "the dead know not any thing,"  "the dead praise not the Lord," "in death there is no remembrance," and on and on and on, would one little comma out of place throw the whole Bible off?  No. 
 
2) The thief didn't ask to go to paradise that day.  He said, "Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  Now that agrees with what we're read all night.  Even the thief had his theology straight.  Also the thief did not die that day. 

3) Christ did not go to paradise Himself that day.  Can it be proven that Jesus never went to paradise that day?  Yes!  Let's look at John, 20.  

{Slide #188}
Mary Magdalene has come to the tomb.  She sees the tomb empty.  She thinks that the grave of Christ has been robbed.  But then Christ comes to her, but she doesn't recognize Him. 

{Slide #189}
John 20:15   (1076)  "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?  whom seekest thou?  She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away." 

 
In the early morning, Mary was looking for her Lord.  She wanted to find Him, and she thought Christ was the gardener.  Through her tears, she saw His form in a shadowy outline. Verse 16:  "Jesus saith unto her, Mary."  Nobody could say her name like that.  When she heard Him say, "Mary," her heart thrilled through and through, and she thought, It's the Master.  "She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say Master."  

{Slide #190}
She ran up to Him, but in verse 17, "Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father:  but go to my brethren 

{Slide #191}
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father; and to my God and your God."  There is no question the Father is in paradise:  

{Slide #192}
Revelation 2:7 –the tree of life is in the midst of the paradise of God.  

{Slide #193}
Compare with Revelation 22:1,2– the tree of life is by the side of the river which flows from the very throne of God.  

{Slide #194}
So there's no question that the Father is in paradise. Now, Jesus said this to Mary on the first day of the week.  Counting Friday, it's the third day since Christ was crucified.  Two days after Friday.  Not two hours.  Two DAYS!  He made His statement to the thief Friday afternoon.  

How could Jesus mean that He would be with him in paradise that day if He said to Mary on the third day, "I haven't ascended yet to My Father"?  

And so, what does the text in Luke 23 mean?  Very simple.  The punctuation was not put there by any Bible writers, and the Scripture is in harmony.

This is how the original Greek, would read in English, word for word: 

{Slide #195}

"And Jesus said to him, "Truly I say to you today, you will be with me in paradise." 

Did you catch that?  Jesus was hanging, dying on the cross.  The Roman soldiers were playing dice for His clothes at the foot of the cross.  They were yelling at Him.  They said, "He saved others, but He can't save Himself."  They rudely yelled, "If you are the king of the Jews, come down from the cross."  But as He hung there, the thief looked at Jesus, and in a moment of faith said, "Lord, when you come into your kingdom, remember me.  I believe you can save me." The whole time He hung on the cross it was only the thief who acknowledged Him as Lord. 

Jesus turned to that thief and calmly declared, "Verily I say unto you today"—when all my disciples have forsaken Me, when even my own people cried out for My crucifixion, I say unto you today, when everybody fails to believe in Me, this day when I'm dying as a common criminal, when I'm hanging on a cross with blood dropping from My hands and trickling down My cheeks, this day when it looks like I will never have a kingdom and that I can't save anybody, —"I say to you today, you will be with Me in paradise."  Why?  Because Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and Christ, a dying Savior, guaranteed the thief in that moment, SALVATION and a place with Him in paradise.

 
THAT’S what the word “today” means here. 

{Slide #196}
Oh, beloved, tonight you too can have a place in paradise in the kingdom of God.  The assurance that Christ gave to that thief He gives to you tonight.  When Jesus rides down the corridors of the sky, the graves will be opened.  Those who have been resting in Him, just for a moment, as it will seem, will be resurrected.  Those who are living for Him will be caught up in the clouds to meet Him in the air.  What a hope this is!  What confidence this is!

And the cost?  Only a surrendered heart.  A heart cleansed and changed, made new at the foot of Cavalry's cross.  (End of short session – Go to slide 197 about next meeting and 198 good night) 

OR

(Continue for others and stay at slide 196) 

Have you lost some loved one by death?  Is there some husband here tonight who has lost his wife by death and his heart longs to be with her?  Is there some wife here tonight who has lost a husband by death?  Parents here tonight, have you lost a child?  Jesus hung on Calvary's cruel cross so that you can be with your loved one again.  Although the Christian feels hurt, we do not grieve as those who have no hope.  Because the Saviour tasted death for us, our tears will last for a night for Christ has the keys to the grave, and soon He is to return to unlock the chambers of death in the glorious morning to come.

 
 
Oh, friend, picture this soon coming scene!  The sky becomes darkened, lightning flashes across the sky, peals of thunder echo and reecho throughout the earth.  There is a great earthquake and every mountain and island is moved out of its place.  A cloud appears in the eastern sky, and as it moves toward the earth it gets lighter and brighter. 

 

 
The most climactic event of the ages is taking place!  Jesus is coming!  He is coming as king and conqueror, in all His glory and splendor.  First Thessalonians 4:16 and 17 puts it this way:

 

"The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:  and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:  and so (that little word "so" means "in this manner") shall we ever be with the Lord."

 

1 Corinthians 15: 51 "Behold, I shew you a mystery;  We shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed,Verse 52, " In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised in corruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.?"

 

Think of it!  For the redeemed it will be the most joyous day this universe has ever experienced.  All the dead in Christ will come forth from their graves.  The graves open; babies placed in their mother's arms; husbands and wives, separated by death, reunited and then caught up together to meet Jesus in the air.  What a day! 

 

  The last enemy, death, conquered forever!  Praise the Lord!  What a hope!  Jesus is longing for you to make that eternal decision to serve Him.  God’s promise of eternal life is clear.  “He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”  1 John 5:12.  Decide tonight to serve the living God.  Raise your hands in the air if you want to be ready.  

SONG:  “O Lift up the Trumpet, Loud let it Ring, Jesus is coming Again!”

{Slide #197} Next Meeting

{Slide #198} Good Night
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