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March 8, 2008
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“Who Will Die Your Second Death?”  
(Slide 2) The title of today’s sermon is: “Who Will Die Your Second Death” 
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
Who is going to die your second death? 

Have you ever contemplated that question? (Slide 3) You should have because it’s your choice. It’s a choice every living person of age and reason has to make. Many are so steeped in sin that they have made the choice totally unaware.
I have another question. If you and I live long enough and were to die the first death, do we die the first death because of Adam’s sin? How do you answer that question? For years I have made the statement that we must die the first death because of Adam’s transgression. I was wrong; and there are many religious leaders who believe we must die the first death because of Adam’s sin. But that is not true. For you see Adam had to die his first death because of his transgression, just as Eve had to die her first death because of her transgression.

What does the scripture say? (Slide 4) Paul wrote, "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." Romans 5:12. Several fundamental questions are raised by these words of Paul. If only one man sinned, why did all have to die? Do people have to pay the penalty for other men's sins? (Slide 5) Now listen carefully, when Adam was in the Garden of Eden, he represented every person who would ever be born. As the head of the race he stood before God as though he were every man. You and I were there, represented by the genes and chromosomes which later produced the hereditary pattern of Adam's children. As partakers of his body and mind, all his descendants had to be affected by what affected him. He is our father, and there are laws of heredity which reproduce the genetic pattern from age to age.
          What happened to Adam that also affected his children? God placed him on probation in that original paradise. (Slide 6) The test was simple and direct: obey and live; disobey and die. We remember so well the story of the tree in the midst of the Garden. God said, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Genesis 2:17. His continued existence in the perfect atmosphere of Eden depended upon obedience. Adam's happy future was conditional upon staying away from the forbidden tree, (Slide 7) but he did not meet the condition. 

No provision had been made to remove the penalty or to lighten it. The issue was clear-cut: obey and live, disobey and die. At the age of 930 the sentence was fully carried out, and Adam died and was buried. 

     All of Adam's children which were born after his nature had become depraved through sin. They could inherit only what their father had to give, so they were born with a sinful, fallen nature. Please note that they did not inherit the guilt of their father, but only his weakened, sin-loving nature. There is no such thing as original sin, in the sense that Adam's descendants were accountable for his sin. It is true that they also were subject to death just like Adam, but their death was not the punishment for Adam's sin. Every descendent of Adam dies because they have received a mortal nature through the laws of heredity. Their death results from the degenerated constitution which Adam transmitted to his offspring. Only Adam's death was the punishment for his own sin.
(Slide 8) Scripture bears that out for in Ezekiel 18 verses 4 & 20 we read, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: …” 
     From the moment sin became a fixed fact, every human being who would live became subject to the first death. In fact, if God had not intervened, it would have been an eternal death. As far as that first offer of life was concerned, Adam's probation ended when he sinned. He had forfeited all hope of life under the proposal God had made. (Slide 9) Now only death awaited him, a hopeless, final death. And if God had done nothing more, that's the way it would have ended, for Adam and all of his descendants

(Slide 10)  But immediately after Adam sinned and before the sentence was fully executed, God introduced the plan of salvation, a second probation if you will, through the seed of the woman. (Genesis 3:15). “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” This second probation was conditioned upon (Slide 11) acceptance of a Savior who would bear man's penalty through His own substitutionary death. A new hope was set before Adam and all his posterity through this second arrangement, but it did not alter the consequences of failing the first probation.
It is impossible for us to grasp the glory and position from which Jesus separated Himself, when He emptied Himself and came into the condemned, dying family of Adam. 

     And this is why it is so difficult for most Christians to understand the atonement. Why do so many treat casually the events of the cross? Surely because they do not understand what their salvation cost the Son of God. It is only when we know the cost of something that we begin to appreciate its value and we value most highly that which requires the greatest investment.
(Slide 12) Paul wrote in Philippians 2:5-8, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." These sublime words describe the condescension of Jesus from the throne to the manger and then to the cross. 

Jesus was fully God and fully human. Can you imagine? Jesus is God, and He has always been God from eternity, the second person of the Godhead. (Slide 13) All things were created by Him according to John 1:3 “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”  Let’s get a small picture of what all things include:

(Slide 14) We look into space with our eyes and we see stars too numerous to count. We consider our own galaxy called the Milky Way and find it hard to fathom that it consists of billions of stars. The stellar disk of the Milky Way galaxy is approximately 100,000 light years in diameter, and is believed to be, on average, about 1,000 light years thick. It is estimated to contain at least 200 billion stars and possibly up to 400 billion stars. Now a single light year is the distance it takes light, traveling at the speed of 186,282 miles per second, to travel in 365 days. That distance would be 5 trillion 878 billion, 625 million, 373 thousand, 183.61 miles. That’s one light year and our galaxy is 1,000 light years across and 100,000 light years in diameter. But throughout the universe there are billions of galaxies. Why do I even mention these figures? (Slide 15)  I do so because this God of all creation is the One who loved you and me so much that He did not want us to fail the opportunity to have an eternal life with Him. The Creator would put His plan of salvation into effect and die the second death for all men.
We are so small and seemingly so insignificant, but we have a heavenly Father who loves us so much that He was willing to allow His Son Jesus to leave the corridors of heaven, be reduced to a seed that the Holy Spirit planted in the egg of a young teenage woman. Risking the eternity of God Himself, He was made in our likeness so that He could live under every temptation and show us by example that we can receive the same power to resist as He did and get the victory over all sin in our life.  

(Slide 16) Did we deserve such a gift, we who from the age of reason were rebels against the God of heaven? Many of us have lived our lives in open rebellion, defiling our bodies which are the temple of the Holy Spirit, breaking multiple commandments and not fearing the consequences. 
As we continued our search for happiness in our rebellion we found that happiness was an elusive dream. There was an empty void within us that only brought despair and hopelessness. Some of us have tried drugs, alcohol, and forbidden sexual contact, a constant quest for material possessions, all with the same result; just more despair, more emptiness and more unhappiness. Not fully understanding why we were so empty, leading such a meaningless existence, some of us even considered suicide as the only sensible alternative to ending the pain of living. Did you think you were the only one who traveled that road? But for the grace of God had some of us been successful, I dare say there would be far fewer in this sanctuary today.
When we seemed to be in the absolute pit of despair and hopelessness, not knowing which way to turn, down so far that we had to reach up to touch bottom, a loving God in heaven heard our souls cry and by the grace of God the Holy Spirit led us to the source of real joy and happiness. 

A loving Creator named Jesus said, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” Having walked the dusty roads of this darkened world and meeting every temptation that Satan could hurl at Him, despised and rejected by those in the religious establishment and every person that they could influence to their poisonous thinking and murderous decisions, Jesus stood undaunted and determined to fight the fight that would win the victory for all of God’s posterity, at least those included in the vast group of whosoever will.
(Slide 17) Never once did Jesus find a temptation to shrink back from His task, at least not until He fell on His knees in the garden of Gethsemane when He met the greatest temptation of His life. As great drops of blood exited His body through the pores in His skin, His humanity was ready to call it quits as the words poured out of His quivering lips, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:” He was well aware of what was lying in the road just ahead of Him. His will was to throw in the towel and go home. But the Father knew there was no turning back and that His son must drink the cup of woe for fallen man, or else no man could ever be saved. An angel was sent to comfort His tortured soul and He was reminded of all those before and all those who would come after, and those in the sanctuary at 139 Country Lane in South Hill, VA on March 8th 2008, that would be able to spend eternity in adoration and worship of a merciful God. (Slide 18) From those same quivering lips came the determined declaration to His Father, “…nevertheless not my will, but thine be done.” 

Here are the facts. We are all sinners in a mortal condition having inherited the genes and chromosomes from Adam who stood as the representative of the human race and it means that if Jesus were to tarry, we must die the first death (Slide 19)  for the Scripture says in Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Slide 20) and in Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin [is] death;” This all means that for everyone who has ever lived on planet earth, someone must pay the penalty for the sins they have committed and therefore must die a second death. The question is, (Slide 21) “Who will die your second death?” (Slide 22) It’s your choice. (Slide 23) You can die that second death and that death will be the second death-final, eternal extinction, (Slide 24) or you can choose Jesus to be your substitute. 

     It is so important that we distinguish between the first and second deaths. Only then will we be able to understand why God the Father turned away from His Son on the cross and even angels were not permitted to minister to Him. There Jesus had to be treated as though He were guilty of every terrible sin which has ever been committed. On Golgotha's Hill, shut off from the approving presence of His Father, He cried in torment, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Matthew 27:46. 

      

Just as the entire human race was represented by Adam in the Garden of Eden, so every man would be represented by Jesus, the second Adam. Romans 5:18, 19 says, “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous." 

     As we have seen, whatever happened to the first Adam affected all those whom he represented. Now we are told by Paul that the experience of the second Adam will directly affect all men. Jesus, the Creator, was incorporated into humanity, and stood before God as though He were every man. This is why Paul wrote, "I am crucified with Christ." Galatians 2:20. "We are buried with him by baptism." Romans 6:4. "As Christ was raised up, ... even so we also should walk in newness of life." Romans 6:4. The life of man is deeply associated with the events of Christ's life. 

     It was the perfect victory of Christ over sin and death which provides the basis of all salvation. All the descendants of Adam lay under the influence of his weakness and failure, making it impossible for any of them to obey the law. In that dying, condemned family of Adam they were doomed to perpetual struggle and defeat. But the victory of the second Adam opened a door of escape for the family of the first Adam. 

     The first Adam passed on the results of his sinful experience through physical birth-weakness, sin, and death. The second Adam passed on the results of His sinless experience through spiritual birth-partaking of the divine nature, victory, and eternal life. All the effects of the first Adam's failure are completely counteracted by the second Adam. Please don't miss the point that one can join the new family only through a spiritual birth. (Slide 25)  Through faith in Christ a new creation takes place, lifting man out of the hopeless, carnal state of the family of Adam. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." 2 Corinthians 5:17.
     The punishment for our sins is not the first death, but the second death. That is why the protracted agony of Jesus on the cross was totally unlike any other death. Thousands of criminals were crucified in the same physical way that Christ was nailed to the cross, but they suffered only the bodily pain of the first death. He experienced the awful condemnation and separation from God that the vilest of sinners will feel in the lake of fire. His sensitive nature was traumatized by sharing vicariously the guilt of foul rapes, murders, and atrocities. He became sin in order to allow the full wrath of the law to fall upon Him in exactly the same way it would fall upon the lost. 

     In no other way can we explain the mysterious anguish of spirit which surrounded our Savior in His closing hours of life. From the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus bore the accumulated sins of mankind on His breaking heart. Not one ray of light was permitted to penetrate the blanket of total alienation from His Father in heaven. In order to take the place of guilty sinners and to provide forgiveness there could be no difference in their penalty and His penalty. 

   (Slide 26)  Let no one suggest that the Father did not suffer equally with His Son. The divine forbearance of God in allowing wicked men to torture His Son to death is the ultimate proof that He loves us with the same love that He loved Jesus. The choice He faced was very simple. He could spare the Son or He could spare us. There was no other choice. The law had been broken, the law which was holy and perfect. As a reflection of His character it could not be changed or destroyed. The penalty had to be paid. The Father loved those who had broken His law, but He also loved His Son. 

     Look again at the scene around that cross. God looked upon those wicked men as they spat upon Jesus and hit Him in the face with their fists. They were unworthy to touch the hem of His garment, but they were mauling Him to death. He held the power in His hand to smite those little men into oblivion. He could save His Son from cruel taunts and blows, but if He intervened; not one human being would ever live again. Adam, Abraham Joseph, Daniel, and every other child of Adam would be lost for eternity. Their resurrection depended wholly upon the death and resurrection of His Beloved Son. 
 (Slide 27)    Isaiah 53:4 “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.” 
 (Slide 28)    Isaiah 53:5 “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 

 (Slide 29)   Isaiah 53:5   and with his stripes we are healed.”
 In His omniscience God must have remembered every individual face and name, even of those who had not yet been born.
 (Slide 30)    In that moment God thought about you and me. Even though He saw all our miserable failures He still wanted us to be with Him for eternity. He knew the great majority would not accept the offer of eternal life with Him, even though it would be provided at such a fearful cost. But He also knew that a few would love Him and gladly receive the substitutionary death of His Son in their behalf. So God turned away from His Son, and allowed Him to be crushed to death under the weight of sins He did not commit. 
(Slide 31)  Even the sun hid its face from the terrible scene, and the earth shuddered in protest. 
(Slide 32)  "It is finished," Jesus cried, and yielded up His life. John 19:30. 

     With these glimpses into the real costs of Calvary, how could anyone not choose Jesus? (Slide 33) You can be that soul who will bear an everlasting witness to the love and grace of our Savior. Never has so much been provided for so little. By a single step of faith we may exchange the deadly birthrights of the first Adam for the unsearchable riches of the second Adam. In a moment of surrender and acceptance we begin to share the life He deserved, because He was willing to bear the guilt, condemnation, and death we deserved. What an exchange! It will be the exhaustless theme of our study for all eternity. And as ages roll by, we will continue to get new, thrilling insights into the nature of His atoning love and sacrifice. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" Hebrews 2:3. Accept that salvation now that costs so much to provide. Don't neglect it another moment. If you choose Jesus and want His death on the cross to be your second death than show the Father in heaven that for you, His Son’s death shall not be in vain, do so by standing with me. 
(Altar Call)

(Slide 34)  Listen, Jesus wants you to be saved. He will keep His promise and come back for those who are not ashamed of Him. The Holy Spirit is in this place pleading with souls. If you have never made an unconditional surrender of your life to Jesus, now is the time. If the Holy Spirit is speaking to you and you want to be released from the power that Satan has had on your life, come forward and meet me at the altar, I want to have prayer with you.

(Continue call…)

Shall we pray…
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