March 10, 2007
Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “Understanding the Will” – Part 1 

The Sermon title is, “Understanding the Will” – Part 1
Some of the content of this sermon are excerpts from a Dennis Priebe booklet he wrote on this subject. Let us seek the Lord’s presence, blessings and guidance.
When I first came into the Seventh-day Adventist Church approximately 46 years ago in 1961, I can tell you it was a wholly different church. For the most part, most Adventists were on the same page as far as doctrine. Some doctrines were being tampered with, but the new theologies were still on Satan’s drawing board, waiting to be implemented. Although there was a leaning towards legalism, I saw and experienced more of the “spiritual” man in the church rather than the “natural” man. 

I believe that the deplorable condition of the church in all areas of the work, that has led to this “Omega” of apostasy, is because leadership has thrown out the blueprints that were given to us, to guide us, and instead of the “spiritual” man following the Lord’s leading, the “natural” man has taken charge and implemented plans of human devising. Therefore in our medical work we are not the head, we are the tail. Our educational system with accreditation today employs the standards of the world and instead of training young people to serve in the army of the Lord, their goals are to become successful in secular employment. Our publishing houses publish works outside of the counsels given. Our ABC stores have compromised their purpose. Our long held symbol of the distinctiveness of the SDA church, the three angel’s messengers, has been replaced by an ecumenical logo that could have been adopted by any church of Babylon. I believe it is because “natural” men, with a form of godliness, having authority were making decisions that consecrated “spiritual” men would not have. This is the unfortunate situation in Laodicea today. But this sermon is not to be about the church as a whole. Our entrance to heaven is not going to be based on the condition of the church. We face God in the judgment as individuals. And so that we do not find ourselves outside the will of God, I want to concentrate on understanding our will, and to do that, it is important to understand the difference between the “natural” man and the “spiritual” man. It is important because there is a constant battle for supremacy in each of us. 
The difference between a "natural" man and a "spiritual" man is made quite clear in 1 Corinthians 2:11-16. Let us turn there now and read it together, “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, (spirit of the what? The world. Then what as Christians have we received?) but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, (that would be the natural man) but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”   
Romans chapter 7 is largely the plight of an unconverted man, however I want us to look at what Paul says in the first 14 verses of Romans 8. “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, (that’s the natural man) but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”  
"The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him" (1 Cor. 2:14).

The natural man sees no necessity for yielding to and following implicitly the counsel from God's Spirit as set forth in the Bible or in the writings of Ellen White. The natural man sees no great danger in deviating slightly from the express will of God. By contrast, the spiritual man distrusts self, and seeks earnestly to do God's work in God's way. Thus, if natural men are in positions of leadership in God's work, the church is in peril.

What, then, is the one need of Laodiceans? That we shall be spiritual men, not natural men.... What then should be our response? Will we continue to excuse our deficiencies, and proclaim our lack of any need? Or will we repent?

All the time that we take to make up our minds, Jesus stands at the door and patiently waits. And this gets right to the heart of the spiritual problems we face as end-time Christians. We have become very adept at being natural men and women. We have learned how to get a job, how to pass tests, and how to get things done in a natural world using natural methods. I am afraid that we have also become quite proficient in being religious and running a church using natural methods. Today our desperate need is to know how to be spiritual men and women. Not only is this the key to the kingdom of heaven, but it is the key to success in God's church on earth.

We are all born natural men and women. We must be reborn spiritual men and women. The only question that should matter to us is, How can we be spiritual men and women? We know what we should be, but our focus needs to be on the simple question, How?

There are three principles we must remember if we want to really become spiritual men and women.

Principle #1 -- God Is On Our Side
Many of us spend so much time worrying about God’s reaction when we break God's law, that we take this line of reasoning, “I'm in trouble with the Lawgiver!” Our picture of God is still so much that we tremble in fear at the anticipated anger we are sure He will unleash on us! We cause ourselves to be hobbled by breaking our spiritual legs, causing us not to be able to stand as God would have us stand.
We even try pretending, make-believing, bluffing that we're not hurting, hoping that our bravado will diminish the wrath to come. But we are so sure that the problem with sin is that it upsets the Lawgiver, that we fail to see the pain it has caused us. We do not see that God is coming, not to get us in trouble, but because we are already in trouble. He comes, not to chastise, but to rescue. "For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved." John 3:17. And when He comes close to us, we fail to see the tears in His eyes.

The first thing we must be sure of, in our quest to be spiritual men and women, is our picture of God. God is not demanding victory over sin to see if we will measure up. He is enabling our victory so that we don't have to break our spiritual legs so often. God is not waiting to condemn us, but He is coming to help us--to ease the pain. If we do not see God on our side in all of this, we will try harder and fail, try harder and fail, until we get discouraged and quit. If we know that God really is on our side, sympathizing with us, enabling us, helping us, then we've got a chance to experience real victory.

Principle #2 -- Dangers of Drifting
Tina and I used to take our pontoon boat out on Lake Gaston and get out in the middle and turn off the engine and just listen to the beautiful quiet. There would be a pleasant sound of the water lightly splashing against the pontoons. But in no time, it is apparent that we had drifted a considerable distance from our original spot, that we needed to start the engine or we would drift right into a rock formation.
Drifting off course is one of those great evil influences which affects the believer as much as the unbeliever....We drift away softly and silently, like the pontoon boat floating down lake. This process is so unconscious because we're floating on such great currents. The currents are both within us and around us. The currents within are the drives of our natural desires--our love of ease and comfort, our fleshly appetites, and our worldliness of spirit. Around us are other tides set in the same direction--great drifts in life itself, the spirit of the age, social customs and habits, materialistic attitudes in business, literature, and entertainment. All these roll around us ceaselessly, touching us, nestling close to us, eating on us, and finding allies in the soul to which they are kin.

It takes no output of energy to float down a stream, or to be carried forward on the crest of a running tide. All that is necessary for a life of drift is to relax, to do nothing, to submit to the worldly influences within us and around us.

It's because the life of drift is so seductively easy to follow that every person who has followed Christ for some time feels the necessity to encourage himself to stand up to and firmly resist life's drifts....Christ is always urging men to develop personal initiative and determination, and to cease being tossed to and fro like leaves on the stream of life. His condemnation of the men who lived in the days of Noah was not that they were men of violence--but that they lived unexamined lives, drifting on the surface of things, yielding weakly to the infection of social influences, eating and drinking in a day of God's visitation.

To be saved demands effort, thoughtfulness, and self-discipline. But to be lost makes no such demands. All that's needed is merely to follow the drift... Even when we are conscious that we're drifting from our charted course and that our spiritual senses are becoming duller, there's always a false hope in our minds that a little energy and effort on our part can at any time turn the whole situation around. Oh how we underestimate the paralyzing influence of drift.

What can we do to end the terrible consequences of drifting, and stop the influence of these currents in life that threaten to destroy us? The author of Hebrews gives this practical exhortation, “We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.” (Heb. 2:1)... “What we have heard” are just the great Gospel facts, truths, values, and warnings, which make and keep us morally and spiritually healthy.

Christ's life and the significance of His Cross shows us His militant protest against a life of drifting. Let the strong resistance of our Lord to all the drifts of His time, lay hold upon our minds and saturate our innermost being, until it steels our wills to a similar endurance... There is only one absolute refuge from drifting, and that is to be safely anchored. A ship securely anchored never drifts. And a life anchored to Christ by the four cables of faith, hope, love, and service, consciously made and continuously tested, will never drift.

So the second principle is to actively fight against the rivers of life by resisting the currents of the world and the currents of our own hearts, which are lazy and selfish by nature. If we hope to become spiritual men and women we must apply some initiative and effort to the process.

Principle #3 – Activating the Will
Our will is like the final switch which ignites the Space Shuttle Challenger's three main engines. In seconds, nearly 1.1 million pounds of thrust is scorching the launch pad. The 18-story craft, 4.5 million pounds, breaks away from the launch tower and heaves itself into the sky. Two solid-fuel rockets ignite moments later with five times the power of the other engines. Within minutes the craft is traveling so fast it would take us from South Hill to L.A. in less than 2 minutes. Deadly, explosive power, all started by a human hand: a weak hand flipping an insignificant switch.

Often we lock ourselves in castles built of old habits and fears. We dig a moat and make a drawbridge. Too often instead of letting go of the rope and lowering the bridge, we hang on for dear life--all the while saying, “Come in, Prince Jesus--take this castle!” But we haven't chosen to let the bridge dawn. We must choose to let go.

Our lives and temptation often seem like a dark room with cruel reminders of the past screaming from closet doors left slightly open. Everything seems lost and hopeless--the dark power is winning--until we remember the Power source. Though hidden from view, we know we can have access to it. Yet its nearness doesn't bring light. We must do a human action to join the bulb on the ceiling with the power in the wall. We must flick the switch.

Now understand this, faith believes in the power: the will flips the switch; and the power in the walls causes light to flash from the bulb in the ceiling. Closets close and ogres squelch their screams. Light and peace result. The battle is over.

It is not overstating the case to say that everything about being a spiritual man or woman, about stopping the drift, about overcoming sin, centers in the will. Please note that we are not talking about willpower here. This is not about grit and determination. The will is the decision-making process. This is about how we make our choices. We want to choose to tap into a different power source than the natural man uses.

So now let us talk about The Deciding Power
In the book, Messages to Young People, pages 151-154, we find some of the most important concepts relating to our personal salvation that have ever been written. “Pure religion has to do with the will. The will is the governing power in the nature of man, bringing all the other faculties under its sway. The will is not the taste or the inclination, but it is the deciding power, which works in the children of men unto obedience to God, or unto disobedience.” Notice that the will is not our emotions or our fallen nature. It is the deciding power, the switch that determines which way our thoughts will go.

The statement continues with a warning. "You will be in constant peril until you understand the true force of the will. You may believe and promise all things, but your promises or your faith are of no value until you put your will on the side of faith and action....But you need not despair. You must be determined to believe. Believe, although nothing seems true or real to you."

This is precisely where the will is different than the emotions and feelings. When Jesus was dying on the cross, were His feelings positive or negative? One of the most amazing inspired statements is found in (DA 753) It says, "Hope did not see through the portals of the tomb." Christ felt like He was never going to live again. What did He have to do? He had to turn a switch on in His mind--the switch of His will--which said, I will believe although nothing seems true or real to me. Even though I feel like I will never see My Father's face again, I choose to trust Him to do the best thing.

Inspiration adds, "You cannot control your impulses, your emotions, as you may desire, but you can control the will." {MYP 152.2} Until we understand this principle, we truly will be in constant danger, because we will keep hoping and promising and we will continue failing. When everything seems impossible and our feelings are out of control, what are we to do? When we wake up feeling discouraged and down, we must remember that emotions and moods are not reliable. Our business at that point is to turn on the switch of the will. Emotions may not be under control, but the will can be controlled. By steadfastly keeping the will on the Lord's side, every emotion will be brought into captivity to Christ.

Everything we do--positive or negative--results from decisions of the will. This is why sin--the sin for which we will be lost--is not just a state of being because of our birth inheritance. Sin is always an act of the will, and I am always responsible for my choices.

God promises, "By steadfastly keeping the will on the Lord's side, every emotion will be brought into captivity to the will of Jesus." {MYP 153.1} There is God's promise to all of us who are hassled constantly by our emotions and impulses. If we surrender the will to Jesus, He will take care of our feelings. "You must remember that your will is the spring of all your actions."

So in effect Jesus says, 'Yield yourself up to Me; give Me that will; take it from the control of Satan, and I will take possession of it.' Could it be that many of us are trying to give our will to Christ without realizing that since the fall of our first parents, the will is under the control of Satan? We want to think that we are in control, that we are the captains of our own ships. But, do we stop to think that if our will is not in Christ's hands, then Satan is controlling us? Since none of us can keep our hearts beating and our lungs breathing, then we must acknowledge that we are subject to higher powers. Our will of necessity will be controlled either by Christ or Satan, and our only choice is who will have it. We must first choose to take the will out of Satan's hands and give it to Christ. We must openly say, I take this will that you have given me out of the hand of Satan. He has no more right to it. I choose to submit my will to the control of Jesus Christ. 
The next step is the most important step, and that is surrendering the will, and that we will cover next week in “Understanding the Will” – Part 2
Shall we pray…
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