Victory Seventh-day Adventist Church
Sabbath March 11, 2006
Spiritism in the Church – Part 2

Today we will begin the second of three parts. 

Last Sabbath, In part 1 we thoroughly covered the subject of Spiritism as it relates to the state of the dead.  The Bible made it crystal clear that when a person  dies, they have no conscious existence again until either the resurrection of the righteous or the resurrection of the unsaved.

We also discussed the words Spiritism and Spiritualism as being synonymous and meaning the same thing, that the living are able to communicate with the dead, usually through a medium, and those who accept this premise, believe that a person has an immortal soul and the deceased continues to exist in another sphere. 

We learned from scripture that Satan and his angels have the ability to personate the dead, therefore such illusions are the spirits of demons and not the actual deceased. The only safe stand in regards to Spiritism is by searching God’s Word.
This Sabbath we will look at the secondary meaning to the word spiritism, and that is to destroy confidence in the word of God. That has always been the purpose of Satan through Spiritism: to lead men from following the pathway of God’s truth, into the pathway of unrighteousness. What you see and hear today would not be allowed in most Seventh-day Adventist churches, but should be seen and heard in all the churches. So many innocent people will be overcome. Before we start, shall we pray,

As stated last week, Neuro Linguistic Programming, in combination, with Dialectical Praxis and Spiritual Formation will cause its victims to surrender their long held beliefs and accept the deceptions of the New Theologies. And they won’t even realize they have surrendered their will. These are the weapons of choice that Satan is using in the war against mankind, the Christian Church, and in particular the remnant, so as to destroy confidence in God’s word.
Last week we looked at the fact that Jesus warned us 4 times in Matthew 24. about end time situations involving deception. My brothers and sisters He was talking about today. Jesus In verse 4 He said, “…Take heed that no man deceive you.” And Verse 5, “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.” Then Verse 11 “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” Finally Verse 24, “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” With 4 warnings about deception, don’t you think that we as finite beings need to pay attention?

Revelation 12:9 reads, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which (what?) deceiveth (who?) the whole world:” Let me ask you something, if Satan was able to deceive billions of angels of much superior intellect than humans possess, that after 6,000 years of perfecting his weapons for his war against the remnant, do you believe that it is going to be blatantly obvious or do you think it might be barely recognizable.

If Jesus warned the final generation about deception 4 times in Matthew 24, don’t you believe that we better pay attention and heed the words of Peter in 1 Peter 5:8  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”  Brothers and sisters, you’re on his list.
Once again I read this from Great Controversy – pg. 516.3 says, “There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.”  Now we will expose three of his most effective devices.
The first is Neuro-Linguistic Programming. NLP came into many of the Protestant churches in the early 1980’s. Did you know that the devil is an equal opportunity destroyer. To work for him, all you need to do is lead people away from God’s truth and to do your best to mess up their minds.
The co-founders of Neuro-Linguistic Programming, were John Grinder and Richard Bandler. Another man, Gregory Bateson, later had a profound affect on NLP and he introduced them to medical hypnotist Milton Erickson.  Let’s look closer at these four men and their association with NLP.

John Grinder, Ph.D. is an American author, and the co-creator, with Richard Bandler, of  Neuro-linguistic programming. Grinder and Bandler modeled the various cognitive behavioral patterns of well known therapists, which they published in ‘The Structure of Magic’, ‘Patterns of the Hypnotic Techniques of Milton H. Erickson’, and ‘Changing With Families’. This work formed the basis of the methodology that became the foundation of Neuro-Linguistic Programming.  Bandler and Grinder began hosting seminars and practice groups. These served as a place for Bandler and Grinder to practice and test their newly discovered patterns while allowing them to transfer the skills to the participants. Several books were published based on transcripts of their seminars including 'Frogs into Princes' (1979). Bandler's heavy use of cocaine and alcohol continued through to 1986 when he was charged with the murder of prostitute. Does this man sound qualified to develop a program for use in churches?

Richard Bandler, an American author and co-inventor, with John Grinder, of Neuro-linguistic programming (NLP). Bandler met John Grinder when he was a student at UCSC. Later Bandler and John Grinder met Gregory Bateson in the Santa Cruz mountains. Bateson was to have a profound influence on the development of NLP by supplying the intellectual foundations and by introducing the pair to Milton Erickson. Bandler was reported to have been anti-social and to be using large quantities of Cocaine while living at that community. Impressive resume these two men had. Richard Bandler developed much of the NLP theory and practice. 

Gregory Bateson, a British linguist and cyberneticist has been a very important inspiration in the field of Neuro Linguistic Programming, having served as a mentor to both Richard Bandler and John Grinder and introducing them to medical hypnotist Milton Erickson.

Milton H. Erickson, psychiatrist/ hypnotherapist was affected by polio at the age of 19. Curing his disabled body himself by modeling how babies in his family began to learn to move their hands and legs, his sensory perception on the level of non-verbal communication was made extremely acute and helped him later in inventing non-conventional Ericksonian Hypnosis.  Author J. Haley of the Palo Alto Group was the first person who introduced the techniques of Ericksonian Hypnosis to the world. Erickson heavily influenced John Grinder and Richard Bandler the co-founders of NLP. It was indeed Gregory Bateson, the teacher of Grinder and Bandler, who advised them to visit Erickson, and after modeling Erickson, they published their first NLP book "The Structure of Magic I" in 1975. 

What is NLP? Neuro-Linguistic Programming is a collection of pseudoscientific rituals proposed for programming the mind. NLP was proposed in 1973 by Richard Bandler and John Grinder as a set of models and principles to describe the relationship between mind (neuro) and language (linguistic, both verbal and non-verbal) and how their interaction might be organized (programming) to affect an individual's mind, body and behavior. 
NLP is based on New Age principles such as the belief in unlimited potential through access to subconscious engrams, and body language cues derived from the observation of “therapeutic wizards”. Some techniques include behavior change, transforming beliefs, and treatment of traumas through techniques such as reframing and the "meta-modeling" proposed for exploring the personal limits of belief as expressed in language.

The practice initially attracted mostly therapists, although it eventually attracted business and sales people, and New Age believers. NLP has been applied to a number of fields such as sales, psychotherapy, communication, education, coaching, sport, business management, interpersonal relationships, seduction, occult and spirituality.

Why should Christians be concerned? As previously mentioned, the basis of neuro-linguistic programming techniques is riveted in the hypnosis techniques of  Dr. Milton Erickson. With great danger Ericksonian hypnosis teaches practitioners how to imbed therapeutic interventions in a seemingly casual conversation. They are trained to be hypno-therapists and are skilled in self-hypnosis.

The Spirit of prophecy has given warnings against hypnosis. “Neither one of you should study the science in which you have been interested. To study this science is to pluck the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God forbids you or any other mortal to learn or to teach such a science.”  Mind, Character and Personality – Volume 2 - Page 716

“Men and women are not to study the science of how to take captive the minds of those who associate with them. This is the science that Satan teaches. We are to resist everything of the kind. We are not to tamper with mesmerism and hypnotism --the science of the one who lost his first estate and was cast out of the heavenly courts.”- MS 86, 1905.

“The theory of mind controlling mind was originated by Satan to introduce himself as the chief worker, to put human philosophy where divine philosophy should be. Of all the errors that are finding acceptance among professedly Christian people, none is a more dangerous deception, none more certain to separate man from God, than is this. Innocent though it may appear, if exercised upon patients, it will tend to their destruction, not to their restoration. It opens a door through which Satan will enter to take possession both of the mind that is given up to be controlled by another and of the mind that controls.” - MH 243 (1905).
Retired Pastor William Loveless  served as Senior Pastor of the 5,000-member Sligo Church on the East Coast and the 7,000-member Loma Linda University Church, the largest Seventh-day Adventist church in the world. He has also served as president of both the Columbia Union College and the Pennsylvania Conference. Since retiring three years ago, Loveless continues to work as a professor at Loma Linda and La Sierra universities as well as University of California at Riverside.

He has a seemingly impressive resume. But there was a young lady who was brought into the church and was on fire for the Lord. She thought it would be good to go to Columbia Union College for further study. She took religion class under Professor William Loveless. She left the college, the church and joined the occult. Jan Marcussen can document that as well as the fact that many hundreds of SDA pastors were taught hypnotism by Mr. Loveless at Loma Linda University. He has videos of a session in progress.

Neuro-Linguistic Programming is a dangerous form of hypnosis that Satan is using to bring about his goal of leading God’s people into deception by subtle devices.

Why should Christians be concerned?

In Richard Bandler and John Grinder’s book, “Frogs into Princes” deception, overt manipulation, and a total lack of Christian principles is taught.  New Age principles underscoring NLP are now to be found in almost every form of counseling programming, such as training and development, stress control, marriage enrichment, educational enhancement, mind expansion, leadership development, salesmanship and ministerial training.

For over two decades now the New Age NLP has been thrust at the church in many of its ministries and for the purpose of reclaiming backslidden brethren. In training Seventh-day Adventists, Dr. John Savage, president of LEAD Consultants, noting the adverse teachings of Ellen White, decided against the use of the word “hypnosis” even though there is irrefutable documentation that hypnosis is indeed taught in Lab I and Lab II courses. 

The denial that Lab I and Lab II courses feature Neuro Linguistic Programming is contrary to documentation. Now called, “Lab I - Skills for Calling and Caring Ministries.” Indeed a very subtle change in nomenclature.

Today, many Seventh-day Adventists are, and rightfully so, concerned that they too will be hypnotized by these highly trained pastor counselors. Their fears may be justified as the enemy of souls has brought into the Christian churches his most powerful weapons of Dialectical Praxis and Spiritual Formation, now being taught to these same Pastor practitioners of the art of NLP.

Dialectical Praxis also called Diaprax, is one of the most deadly, but favorite and all-pervasive tools ever developed by the Jesuits. It is used to crumple conviction, destroy conscience and exterminate the fundamental elements of the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ at the deepest spiritual level, in the name of church and national unity. The final test of humanity is a test of character over the worship of God versus the worship of earthly powers – the beast and its image.

Dialectical Praxis is educating the conscience to submit to man. It is the science of destruction of conviction. It is mind-melt.

Dialectical Praxis successfully has been successfully used in used in: Revolutionary Cells (Russian and Chinese Communist Revolutions; POW Camps (The phenomenon of brainwashing); Liberation Theology to take over church and nations; Infiltration of Churches (Re-educate conscience for unity with Rome); Church Board Meetings to crush opposition (some of you who have come from larger churches may have experienced this); Education; Ministerial Training; Sales; Government 

OBE (Outcome Based Education); HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills); TQM-ISQ’s (Total Quality Management - Improving Service Quality – Workplace); STW (School To Work – Politics – considered to be a Marxist Plot); TQL (Top Quality Leadership - Military); D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education - Police); Minister’s Alliances (Religion); Medical (H.M.O.’s – Nursing); Conflict Resolution and many other areas too numerous to mention. One example of a very large us of diaprax is in Conflict Resolution, where it is used to blunt and diminish conviction.

For hundreds of years dialectics have been the special province of the Jesuit order. When the Jesuits developed communism, 1600 to 1750 in Paraguay, the use of the dialectic found new horizons and development.    In 1789, under their front organization, the Illuminati, the Jesuits launched a new manifestation of satanic power in Europe, the French Revolution. The world would never be the same again. 

Look at this very prophetic warning in the Spirit of Prophecy, Education page 228, ““…the world-wide dissemination of the same teachings that led to the French Revolution--all are tending to involve the whole world in a struggle similar to that which convulsed France.” 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831), a German Philosopher, developed the dialectic into a new format, to utterly confuse the way the brain functions. He developed the dialectic into thesis, antithesis and synthesis, to bring about massive, fundamental and virtually irreversible change. This new form of dialectic is called the Hegelian Dialectic.

The Jesuits seized upon this new development of the dialectic and applied it to their ideology of communism. The result was a codification of communism in a refined and defined manifesto by the Jew, Karl Marx, called Marxism, but also called dialectical materialism in 1848. The immediate result was 50 revolutions in Europe, as chaos swept the European continent. By the end of the 1870’s, virtually every student in Russia’s universities was a Marxist.

Vladimir Lenin was a Communist revolutionary of Russia, the leader of the Bolshevik party, the first Premier of the Soviet Union, and the main theorist of Leninism. He once wrote that Hegelian dialectics was the most comprehensive and profound document of development, and the richest in content. He considered it the greatest achievement of classical German philosophy. 

Joseph Stalin, who was the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, Premier of the Soviet Union from 1922-1953. Stalin's policies were based on Marxism-

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marxism-Leninism" \o "Marxism-Leninism" \t "_blank" Leninism. Dialectical Praxis was fundamental to the Russian takeover. After years of the application of dialectical praxis in the farms and factories of Russia, in ten days that shook the world, Marxist dialectical praxis seized control of the largest national land mass on earth, which would become the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or the Soviet Union for short. 

By 1950, dialectical materialism, or Marxism, was seizing China under the Yale educated  Mao Tse Tung. Mao was chairman of the Politburo of the Communist Party of China from 1943 and the chairman of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China from 1945 until his death in 1976. 

Teilhard de Chardin was a French Jesuit priest, a paleontologist, a biologist, and a philosopher. He was the creator of the pantheistic concept of Noogenesis, which is the bringing together of all human minds in pantheistic oneness.

Dr. Dean Gotcher, in his book, “The Dialectic and Praxis: Diaprax and the End of the Ages”, Page 5 said this, “When Praxis became a part of the intellectuals’ dialectical toy, major social changes began to appear in our nation”….he went on to say “No one can partiicipate in Diaprax and keep their faith in God.”  This is dangerous stuff, but its in all the major denominations. Well how does Dialectical Praxis work? What makes it so dangerous?

The one who is an agent of Satan, called the interrogator, will quiz the unsuspecting one to state the Thesis. The thesis is the pure word of truth, a correct Bible doctrine. The unsuspecting one is in the presence one who is able to use learned hypnosis, NLP, and they are totally unaware that their mind is coming under another’s control.

This interrogator, then attempts to unfreeze the person from their position and states the antithesis, which is truth blended with error, as though this is a higher level of the former truth.

This new understanding, produces the synthesis which replaces the thesis, and now the unsuspecting one not only has embraced the new theology, but becomes a co-worker with the agent of Satan to enlarge the group understanding of the new synthesis.

The Apostle Paul warned Timothy about the antithesis in 1 Timothy 6:20,21 “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:  Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.” In place of “avoiding profane and vain babblings” in the KJV, another Bible version actually states “going out of the way from profane empty talking and antithesis of falsely name knowledge.”

This is the formula that the Jesuit program has successfully employed in the church for decades. Those who are weak in Bible study and prayer life are quickly overcome, especially in the liberal churches where self has never been fully surrendered. Thesis + Antithesis = Synthesis
It was in the garden that Satan first used Dialecical Praxis. Revelation 12:9 reads, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:”  He deceived one third of the angels in heaven by using diaprax.  We will now see just how Satan used dialectical praxis in the Garden of Eden.

Genesis 3:1-3  "Now the serpent was more (what?) subtle (Dialectical Praxis is ever so subtle) the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman, (The serpent now becomes the interrogator of the thesis position that Eve held.) Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? Now in Dialectical Praxis, this is called the thesis interrogation. Satan in the form of the serpent is interrogating the thesis position that Eve had. And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die."  Now that's the truth of God’s word, for God said it.  Eve knew the word of God, and she correctly stated the Thesis. It was her conviction.

And now the devil responds with the Antithesis  Verse 4  "And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:” Once again the antithesis is designed to unfreeze conviction. A negation of the thesis.

In Dialectical Praxis, the first move is to undercut a person’s convictions with questions such as: Why do you believe that way? What do you think about this? How do you feel about that?

SUN TZU (A 6th Century General) ON THE ART OF WAR: THE OLDEST MILITARY TREATISE IN THE WORLD, has stated you should: Know Yourself; Know Your Enemy; Know Your Terrain. You must know yourself and how incapable you are in your own strength in doing battle with Satan and his devices. You must understand how capable your enemy Satan is without your close connection to Jesus. And we must know the terrain. Eve was told not to leave her husband’s side. We are to choose the battlefield and we are not to go on Satan’s ground as Eve did. There is only one way that we can be adequately prepared to meet the test, when the devil throws his fiery darts we should have on the whole armor of God as stated in Ephesians 6:11-17 “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (Wiles are a strategy with the intent to deceive) For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, (We may be doing battle with people who have been overcome, but the real battle is) but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness of this world, (In today’s world the rulers of darkness are in Rome and Satan is their master) against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Indeed the visible Pope is a man with an agenda, but more fearful is the black Pope, the Jesuit General who issues the orders that all Jesuits must render with cadaver obedience, throughout the world. Paul tells us how to meet the enemy.) Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, (and the whole armor means not to be lacking in any area) that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, (Brothers and sisters, the evil day is upon us) and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, (We are to be solidly grounded in absolute truth, we must be on a firm foundation) and having on the breastplate of righteousness; (We are in the time where unrighteousness in our lives will cause us to be easily overcome, we must have every appearance of evil  out of our lives, and guile out of our mouths); And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the  wicked. (Oh that if Eve had held up the shield of faith, surely she should have quenched the fiery darts of Satan).
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: (Wearing the armor of God, nothing lacking will prepare you for the battle which is about to rage around us. This is serious brothers and sisters, when the Spirit of God is soon withdrawn from this earth, there will be nothing to restrain any unconverted man from acting out the evil in his heart.)

Going back, Eve correctly stated the Thesis which had been her conviction. God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die." Satan responded with the Antithesis, “Ye shall not surely die:“ This is intended to unfreeze her from her conviction. Brothers and sisters, never do we surrender one iota of our convictions. Our preferences maybe, but our convictions, NEVER! 

And now Satan moves into the Synthesis, which replaces the thesis. Eve and most unsuspecting persons that are victims of diaprax will experience confusion, a trigger goes off in the brain and they accept the synthesis. When the trigger goes off, the condition is about to become irreversible. The Hegelian dialectical praxis is deadly. Here is what Satan said. Genesis 3:5   For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. (The supposed Higher Order Thinking Skills)

Negation of the negation. Putting aside pre-set standards, “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, (chaos) she took of the fruit (moving) thereof, and did eat …(refreezing)”  She has embraced a new thesis. She has changed sides. She has become a change agent. 

When one has done so, they then become active agents seeking to evangelize or convert everyone else so as to justify their compromise.  “…and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” (Necessity) “…and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God…” (Causation)

Satan first used Dialectical Praxis in heaven, to unfreeze the angels from their convictions. He sounded so innocent and convincing. Knowing how Dialectical Praxis works, he might have used statements like this: “We’re trying to make the government of God better” “We are holy beings, we cannot do wrong.” “God will agree with our vast group and make the changes we all need.” “You must join the group and God will reward your stand.” With Diaprax it becomes a GROUP think. Most people fear rejection by the group and slowly surrender conviction. They accept the Synthesis which is somewhat like the old truth, but mixed with error, error that they no longer detect.

The Hegelian Dialectical Praxis is: DECEPTION (Jesus emphasized deception in the last days); IT IS DEADLY (It will cause one to be lost, who once embraced the truth); and it is a DESTROYER (It is worse than brainwashing as it is irreversible). Don’t allow yourself to be in this position, but when you are, don’t allow the trigger in your brain to cause you to go into a state of helplessness. Most people do. Hold fast to your convictions and meet error with an, “It is Written.”

In Matthew 4:3 Satan attempted to use dialectical praxis on Jesus. He first tried to unfreeze Him with doubt as to who He was, and then he tried to get Him to come under his power, “And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.” 

But Jesus did, as our example, what we should do, answer with scripture, Matthew 4:4 “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Are you living by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God?

Diaprax is used in larger churches to handle dissidents. Most of the church has been won over to the Synthesis (The New Thesis). But there are those that hold to the correct doctrines and Spirit of Prophecy. These are dissidents, who are labeled troublemakers, critical and  faultfinders. The interrogator has one goal when he is into the antithesis dialogue, and that is what is called The Negation of the Negation. His purpose is to get the dissident to put aside the pre-set standards, the Thou Shalt Nots, and to come into line with the group think. 

Questions and statements such as: Where do you get these preset ideas? You are unloving. You do not fit in with the group. Are you holier than thou? You’re maladjusted. What’s wrong with you? You don’t care about people, It’s all about you, you don’t fit in! A person has to redefine their beliefs in changing times for the sake of the group. Most people believe this. Look at it this way. You no longer have to hold the old positions. This is 2006, a new century. (As if that has anything to do with moral convictions that are eternal.) And Everyone is getting on board. And other similar statements which are designed to unfreeze you from your convictions and set you up for the synthesis. 

The Negation of the Negation. It produces a moral paralysis, a moral numbness. Dialectical Praxis ignores the alienation from God and is working to remove alienation from people. It is a mind melt down of GROUP THINK in opposition to God. This is real and I experienced it when I had no idea what it was. One being interrogated really begins to doubt one’s self, but God shielded me as I knew I was right based on Scripture.

The Hegelian Dialectical Praxis is REAL. Just as real as Satan’s third weapon of choice, Spiritual Formation. What is it? Simply put, it is the modern format of the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius de Loyola, founder of the order of the Jesuits. The Jesuit Spiritual Formation incorporates the Bible itself as a primary tool to teach Jesuitical Spiritual Formation.

Inigo de Loyola was born in 1491 in northern Spain. At the age of 31 he was converted. Along with a few other companions, he founded a new order that was approved by Pope Paul III on September 27, 1540. This new order was known as the Society of Jesus, today we call it the order of the Jesuits. Loyola was elected to be its first Superior General, April 22, 1541. 

Visibly and on the surface, the majority of the Jesuit order is seen doing good deeds for the benefit of mankind. But behind the scenes the Jesuits have as a goal and by subversion, to bring all countries governments and all religions under the authority of a one world government headed by the Pope of Rome. Pictured on the right is Peter Hans Kolvenbach, the current Jesuit General, also called the black Pope.

This came off of the Jesuit world wide web site, http://www.jesuit.org/  “We are one of the largest religious orders in the Catholic Church. The Society of Jesus was founded in 1540 by St. Ignatius Loyola, a Basque nobleman and soldier, who found God in all things. Today there are over 20,000 Jesuits serving the Church in 112 nations on six continents.

I read this from the Spirit of Prophecy, “Throughout Christendom, Protestantism was menaced by formidable foes. The first triumphs of the Reformation past, Rome summoned new forces, hoping to accomplish its destruction. At this time the order of the Jesuits was created, the most cruel, unscrupulous, and powerful of all the champions of popery. Cut off from earthly ties and human interests, dead to the claims of natural affection, reason and conscience wholly silenced, they knew no rule, no tie, but that of their order, and no duty but to extend its power.” Great Controversy – Pg. 234.4 

Dr. Alberto Rivera, who escaped from the Jesuit Order in 1967, confirms that the induction ceremony and the text of the Jesuit Oath which he took were identical to the current ceremony and oath all Jesuits take. It is a long oath, so I will just site a few selected sections taken from it.

I will not read the Jesuit Extreme oath of induction as it is very long, I will however read some selected sentences. “I_______________ , now in the presence of Almighty God, the blessed Virgin Mary, the blessed St. John the Baptist, the Holy Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul, and all the saints, sacred host of Heaven, and to you, my Ghostly Father, the superior general of the Society of Jesus, founded by St. Ignatius Loyola, in the pontification of Paul the III, and continued to the present, do by the womb of the Virgin, the matrix of God, and the rod of Jesus Christ, declare and swear that His Holiness, the Pope, is Christ's vice regent and is the true and only head of the Catholic or Universal Church throughout the earth; and that by the virtue of the keys of binding and loosing given His Holiness by my Saviour, Jesus Christ, he hath power to depose heretical kings, princes, States, Commonwealths, and Governments and they may be safely destroyed. 

I do further promise and declare that I will have no opinion or will of my own or any mental reservation whatever, even as a corpse or cadaver, but will unhesitatingly obey each and every command that I may receive from my superiors in the militia of the Pope and of Jesus Christ. 

That I will go to any part of the world whithersoever I may be sent, . . . and will be submissive in all things whatsoever is  communicated to me. (That is cadaver obedience. A Jesuit may live his whole life without being called to duty, but when the Jesuit is instructed, as was Edward Smith, captain of the Titanic, the world’s most experienced master of the North Atlantic Route, to sink the Titanic, that is what Edward Smith did. By the command of God (the Jesuit General) it is lawful to murder the innocent, to rob, to commit all lewdness, because he (the Pope) is the Lord of life, and death, and of all things; and thus to fulfill his mandate is our duty. - W.C. Brownlee, Secret Instructions of the Jesuits, American and Foreign Christian Union, p. 143

I do further promise and declare that I will, when opportunity presents, make and wage relentless war, secretly and openly, against all heretics, Protestants and Masons, as I am directed to do, to extirpate them from the face of the whole earth; and that I will spare neither age, sex or condition, and that will hang, burn, waste, boil, flay, strangle, and bury alive these infamous heretics; rip up the stomachs and wombs of their women, and crush their infant's heads against the walls in order to annihilate their execrable race. 

The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius Loyola in a concentrated form, will break a man in 30 days. He will have no further connection with family, friends or his own emotions. He will render cadaver obedience to his superiors. The Spiritual Exercises form the basis of Spiritual Formation. Every level of Jesuitism has gone through it and they must update their training annually. In Jesuitism, obedience to one’s superior is fundamental. Spiritual Formation ultimately separates one from their direct connection to God, and makes man their mediator. Spiritual Formation is being embraced by most major denominations, and today it is all through the Seventh-day Adventist structure as well. While we slept!

In September of 2001, when the world was riveted on the terrorist attack on the twin towers, a directive was issued by the General Conference that all 13 regions of the world church will teach spiritual formation. We will now look at some recent history in these regards.

25 Years ago, a book written by a Quaker, Richard J. Foster, titled, “Celebration of Discipline”, was published. Foster introduces the reader to Ignatius of Loyola on page 29. On Page 41 he describes a scenario, based on the Spiritual Exercises (Disciplines), the same kind of scenario that Pastor William Loveless used in the early 1990’s, when he led the pastors of a structure conference in the Jesuit Spiritual Exercises.

Page 50 has an endorsement of psychiatrist Carl Jung, very popular with the New Age believers, who he claims, was taught his deepest insights by an evil spirit named Philemon. On page 64 Foster recommends the use of prayer wheels and rosaries. Page 102 exalts St. Dominic, who was in charge of the Inquisition. On page 148 Foster speaks highly of the confessional, or Sacrament of penance. Spiritual Formation is the answer to Protestantism…that is, to stop it cold! By discipline, Foster is talking about implementing Catholicism, across the board, into Protestantism. Today “Celebration of Discipline” has sold more than a million copies, and was named by Christianity Today as one of the top ten books of the twentieth century. It is required reading for pastors in many denominations.

Richard J. Foster, director of spiritual formation, speaks of the disciplines necessary to spiritual formation in his article, 'Spiritual Formation: A Pastoral Letter': What are these Spiritual Disciplines I am speaking of? Oh, they are many and varied: fasting and prayer, study and service, submission and solitude, confession and worship, meditation and silence, simplicity, frugality, secrecy, sacrifice, celebration, and the like. . .the less commonly practiced activities like solitude and silence and meditation and fasting and submission to the will of others as appropriate are in fact more foundational for Spiritual Formation. All Disciplines should be thoughtfully and resolutely approached for the purpose of forming the life into Christlikeness, or they will have little or no effect in promoting this life.   (Emphasis mine – RV)

Richard Foster on Ignatius de Loyola said, “Ignatius Loyola is one of the most influential religious founders in Christian history. The religious order that he founded continues to have worldwide influence and is especially known for its work in education and spiritual formation.” 

Richard J. Foster promotes contemplative spirituality which includes centering and mantra prayer, the silence and breathe prayer (All of these are Eastern religious techniques). These are not neutral religious practices that help one to grow spiritually but are an attempt to blend occultism with Christianity which is clearly not biblical and is not true spiritual formation but spiritual adultery. Steven Muse, Eastern Regional Watch

The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 11:2-4 “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” 

Then in verses 13-15, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

Christianity Today, featured an article in the December 9, 2002 issue, titled “Three Temptations of Spiritual Formation” by Evan Howard

He wrote, “Spiritual formation is in. One generation ago, evangelical Protestants had hardly heard of the phrase. Now many evangelical seminaries offer programs in spiritual formation. Renovaré, which Richard Foster and others founded in 1989 to cultivate spiritual formation (especially among evangelicals), today offers retreats and resources worldwide. The popular evangelical psychologist Larry Crabb now holds seminars in becoming a spiritual director.

Evan Howard goes on to give us a picture of the many practices that mainline Christianity introduced: Exploring spiritual formation in mainline churches often means experimenting with a wide range of spiritual and psychological practices. Mainline retreats often draw on themes from medieval mystics, and have workshops on the Labyrinth (a maze people walk through for enlightenment) or the Enneagram (a temperament schema with spiritual dimensions and Sufi roots). Some directors encourage various Buddhist practices to help us get in touch with our spiritual dimension. These practices are intended to expand our understanding of what it means to relate to God. (Emphasis mine – RV)

I repeat, in September of 2001, a directive was issued by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists that all 13 regions of the world church will teach spiritual formation. My question is why are we seeking answers from the OCCULT? What may seem harmless on the surface is laced with poison. This has been happening, while we were sleeping! Those watchmen who should have cried aloud and spared not, that should have been sounding the alarm, to show God’s people these transgressions and abominations that were flooding the church, were cowering in fear.

I did a Web site search on Spiritual Formation and it showed that there was 5,720,000 Sites. In the first 40 sites, the Presbyterian Church; The United Methodist Church; Episcopal/Anglican; Lutheran; Baptist and the United Methodist came up. All are praising Spiritual Formation.
The Bible says in 1 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;”  Do you now see the relevance of this scriptural warning.  

We don't even recognize the subtleties of the error which we are being fed to be able to discern the truth and we do not even know we have been seduced into a relationship with another spirit or another Christ, deadened to the voice of the Holy Spirit, leading us into spiritual adultery. Steven Muse, Eastern Regional Watch

We are surely living in a time where many of the brethren are departing from the truth of God's word for the lies of a false spirituality. How can we knowingly enter into a relationship with another that is not Christ? And if you do desire to know the real truth, why do you settle for the counterfeit? Over the centuries there have been many attempts to draw the brethren away from a walk by faith into a walk by sensory experiences and emotions (sensuality) and we still fall for the trap laid for us by the ultimate deceiver himself, Satan, who will give us the very thing we desire. True spiritual formation happens as a result of walking by faith in God, and not by sight (or our senses).

Steven Muse, Eastern Regional Watch  

So many people’s religion today is based on their emotions and their senses.

I quote from Ray Yungen's book, 'A Time of Departing,' from page 136: "Jesus Christ has called His church to be sanctified (set apart for holy purposes), Spirit-filled (consumed with His presence), surrendered (to Him alone), and willing to suffer (for the sake of righteousness). The world is going to offer many spiritual experiences while we quickly move toward a time where the masses will conform to a universal spirituality that proclaims the oneness of all things. This global spirituality could be the platform that ushers in the False Messiah. Knowing this, let us take the warnings about false teaching seriously and call upon God's grace and mercy for discerning hearts and minds."

I went to the Adventist Chaplaincy web site and found something very interesting. This was on page 1 of 8. It was on page 4, the next slide that I was taken back. A category 5 chaplain must qualify as a practicing spiritual director, now notice, which requires training from a recognized spiritual formation training program.

From the Andrews University web site. A search under the words Spiritual Formation renders 215 listings. Most are different Spiritual Formation classes as seen in the close up on the next slide. Many classes are offered in Spiritual Formation that were not even curriculum 5 years ago. It’s in our colleges and universities here and abroad. I found classes on Spiritual Formation in our church college Avondale, in Cooranbong, Australia

Rome’s Plan - To run the “Separated Brethren” as Subsidiary Organizations. Rome once called all Protestants Heretics. Now they are separated Brethren. Congregations are in submission to the hierarchy, and the hierarchy are in submission to Rome. Spiritual Formation is educating all for deeper submission by teaching and applying. Renovare and Spiritual Directors International with their Spiritual Formation movement, throughout all denominations and religions, are integrating and infusing Roman Catholic disciplines and Jesuitical Spiritual Formation throughout Christianity and the non-Christian religions, forming them all in the image of the Roman hierarchy.

Former President Jimmy Carter has revealed the shocking picture of the Southern Baptist Convention’s substitution of Church Leaders for Christ with a ferocity that exceeds Roman Catholicism. He was so upset, that he stated, “After much prayer and soul-searching, Rosalyn and I decided to sever our personal relationships with the Southern Baptist Convention, while retaining our time honored beliefs within our own local church.” That was in 2000. In 2005, the Southern Baptist Convention made the NIV their official Bible.

I quote Billy Graham from statements he made in 1979, “In the short time he has been pope, John Paul II has become the moral leader of the world." Graham said that the Pope was "pointing people to Christ," and he called John Paul II "the greatest religious leader of the modern world." There was a time when Billy Graham had said the three greatest enemies to the Christian Church are Communism, Catholicism and Ecumenism. What Happened?

Neuro Linguistic Programming + Dialectical Praxis + Spiritual Formation

These are the weapons of choice that Satan is using in the war against mankind, the Christian Church, and in particular the remnant, so as to destroy confidence in God’s word. We can be overcome, or we can be overcomers. 

“But Romanism as a system is no more in harmony with the gospel of Christ now than at any former period in her history. The Protestant churches are in great darkness, or they would discern the signs of the times. The Roman Church is far-reaching in her plans and modes of operation. She is employing every device to extend her influence and increase her power in preparation for a fierce and determined conflict to regain control of the world, to re-establish persecution, and to undo all that Protestantism has done. Catholicism is gaining ground upon every side. . . Look at the popularity of her colleges and seminaries in America, so widely patronized by Protestants. . . These things should awaken the anxiety of all who prize the pure principles of the gospel.” Great Controversy 565.4

Look at these prophetic words of Jesus in Luke 18:8   “I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” What Jesus will the people be worshipping. Are you certain of the moral machinery of your heart?

Are you so anchored to the rock that no device of Satan will cost you eternity with Him?    Shall we pray…
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