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Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “Saved and Overcoming” Part 2
Let us pray ….

Last Sabbath we looked at a number of Scriptures which made it crystal clear that salvation is offered to whosoever will.
Then we were in the process of answering the age old question, “What must I do to be saved?” There are those who say just believe in Jesus and you are saved. But the Bible teaches that there is a step by step process that leads to a saving relationship with Jesus.

The Holy Spirit draws a person to an understanding of their pitiful condition and to that first step, we studied last week, “Repentance.” 

When we understand something of the infinite sacrifice that Christ has made in our behalf, the heart is melted with tenderness and contrition. It will lead the sinner to the second step on the path to salvation we studied last Sabbath: “Confession.”
Having been drawn by the Holy Spirit to Christ and sensing the need for Christ to be in control of one’s life, leading to repentance and confession, the next step is:

CONSECRATION

Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." 

     The whole heart must be both seeking God while being yielded to God, or the change can never be wrought in us by which we are to be restored to His likeness. 
By nature we are alienated from God. The Holy Spirit describes our condition in such words as found in: Eph. 2:1, "Dead in trespasses and sins;"; Isaiah 1:5, "… the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint;" Isaiah 1:6, "… no soundness in it." We are held fast in the snare of Satan, 2 Tim. 2:26 "… taken captive by him at his will."
God desires to heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to Him.  

  The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was and is ever to be fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness.   

Whatever shall draw away the heart from God, must be given up. Materialism or mammon is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. 
Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the worlds. We are not God's children unless we are such entirely.  

There are those who profess to serve God, while they rely upon their own efforts to obey His law, to form a right character, and secure salvation. 
Their hearts are not moved by any deep sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the duties of the Christian life as that which God requires of them in order to gain heaven. Such religion is worth nothing. 
When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with His love, with the joy of communion with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and in the contemplation of Jesus, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be the spring of action. Those who feel the constraining love of God, do not ask how little may be given to meet the requirements of God; they do not ask for the lowest standard, but aim at perfect conformity to the will of their Redeemer. With earnest desire they yield all and manifest an interest proportionate to the value of the object which they seek. 
A profession of Christ without this deep love is mere talk, dry formality, and heavy drudgery.  

But what do we give up, when we give all? A sin-polluted heart, for Jesus to purify, to cleanse by His own blood, and to save by His matchless love. And yet men think it hard to give up all. God does not require us to give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain.

Man is doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God. No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by Him who knows what is best and who plans for the good of His creatures. The path of transgression is the path of misery and destruction.  

The divine requirements call upon us to shun those indulgences that would bring suffering and disappointment, that would close to us the door of happiness and heaven.

Many are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" You desire to give yourself to Him, but you are weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and resolutions are like ropes of sand. 
You cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, or your affections. The knowledge of your broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that God cannot accept you; but you need not despair. 
What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will; He will then work in you as it says in Eph. 1:9  “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:” 

Thus your whole nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.

By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith. Listen to this S.O.P. quote from COL 311.4:
“When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life.” 

Yours will be the statement of David found in Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”

From consecration, the next step on the path to salvation is: 
FAITH AND ACCEPTANCE

{FLB 103.3} says this: “As your conscience has been quickened by the Holy Spirit, you have seen something of the evil of sin, of its power, its guilt, its woe; and you look upon it with abhorrence. . . . You long to be forgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free. Harmony with God, likeness to Him-- what can you do to obtain it?”  
“It is peace that you need--Heaven's forgiveness and peace and love in the soul. Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it, wisdom cannot attain to it; you can never hope, by your own efforts, to secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift, "without money and without price." Isa. 55:1. . . .  {FLB 103.4} 
It is yours if you will but reach out your hand and grasp it. The Lord says in Isaiah 1:18, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." And in Ezekiel 36:26, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." 

Let’s review where you are on the road to salvation. You came to that place where you felt the need of a Savior. You had a deep heartfelt repentance and confessed your sins. By choice you choose to follow Jesus all the way. Now we come to the point where many fail. We must believe that He has done what He has promised He would do; that being that He has washed away my sins and that He has given me a new heart; and that my name has been written into the “Book of Life.”
This is the lesson which Jesus taught while He was on earth, that the gift which God promises us, we must believe we do receive, and it is ours. Jesus healed the people of their diseases when they had faith in His power; He helped them in the things which they could see, thus inspiring them with confidence in Him concerning things which they could not see--leading them to believe in His power to forgive sins. 
This He plainly stated in the healing of the man sick with palsy found in Matthew 9:6. "That ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, then saith He to the sick of the palsy, Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house." Matthew 9:6. 
So also John the evangelist says, in John 20:31, speaking of the miracles of Christ, "These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name." 

Let us learn this valuable lesson in that story of the paralytic at Bethesda found in John 5:2-8. The poor sufferer was helpless; he had not used his limbs for thirty-eight years. Yet Jesus bade him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." The sick man might have said, "Lord, if Thou wilt make me whole, I will obey Thy word." But, no, he believed Christ's word, believed that he was made whole, and he made the effort at once; he willed to walk, and he did walk. He acted on the word of Christ, and God gave the power. He was made whole.

In like manner, before you came to Jesus, you were a paralytic sin-a-holic. You could not atone for your past sins; you couldn’t change your heart and make yourself holy. But God promises to do all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. 
You confess your sins and give yourself to God. You will to serve Him. Just as surely as you do this, God will fulfill His word to you. If you believe the promise,--believe that you are forgiven and cleansed,--God supplies the fact; you are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man believed that he was healed. It is so if you believe it.

If we read about the promises from God that all of our sins would be washed away and believe they are, they are gone and under the blood. But if we go through the steps and doubt that our sins are forgiven, the sins remain and there has been no conversion, for you see faith requires an action of the will. 

Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."  

Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." There is a condition to this promise - that we pray according to the will of God. But it is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we have received them. 
It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to stand before the law without shame or remorse. Paul wrote in Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

Nothing disturbs Satan more than to see a person who he once had securely under his power, turn to the One he hates, Jesus, and surrenders his life and his will to Him who died to save him. He does not let go without a struggle and the new convert must be so thoroughly connected to Jesus that all efforts of Satan to discourage and disconnect the new believer are in vain.

Paul said in the scripture we just read, “… who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” The carnal must die for the new Christian is no longer carnally minded but rather he is now spiritually minded. 

We are not our own. Our bodies, our minds and our hearts belong to God. We are tenants, rather priests, who now must protect our bodies, which are the temples of God, and we must protect our minds and our hearts. 
What we touch, what we see, what we hear, what we put on and what we put into our bodies, for what we feed our minds will feed our souls and what we feed our bodies will affect our physical health for good or for woe. 
Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:18, 19, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,”…. “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” Through this simple act of believing God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child born into the family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.

Daily we must ask Him for the Holy Spirit to keep us by His grace and we must proclaim “I am Christ’s; I have given myself to Him;” and we must not draw back. Those who teach once saved always saved need to read what Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:38, “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Who draws back but the one who has followed all the steps required in the plan of salvation; but continues in sin. Paul clearly states in Colossians 2:6 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:”  

What did Jesus tell the woman taken in adultery? In John 8:11 “…go, and sin no more.” Was He talking to just that woman or was He talking to us also? Then how do we expect to be saved if we think we can go on sinning until Jesus comes and then we will be made right? That is a titanic delusion that causes many to fail. 
On the other hand, many fail because they do not believe that Jesus pardons them personally, individually, and completely. They do not take God at His word. 
It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to know for themselves, that pardon is freely extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you. They are for every repentant transgressor.

God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love, and tenderest compassion. He says in Isaiah 55:7, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon." 
And in Isaiah 44:22, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." 
Micah 7:19 says, “…and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”

Never give place to doubt, rather believe the promises. As you draw near to Him with confession and repentance, He will draw near to you with mercy and forgiveness.

On our road to salvation we first reached that point in our life where we felt the need of Jesus as we were drawn by the Holy Spirit. We realized that the God of heaven loved us so much that He made the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, so that we might be saved. It caused a deep, heartfelt repentance and we confessed our sins and asked to be forgiven. 
We chose to consecrate our lives to Jesus and by faith we have accepted God’s infinite gift which we did not deserve, and the Holy Spirit did what we could not do, He made a transformation of our heart. Now we come to the place where God knows if we have been truly converted; and that is:
THE TEST OF DISCIPLESHIP

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
Of the truly converted, a change will be seen in their character, their habits and their pursuits. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact. 
The contrast will be clear and decided between what they have been and what they have become. The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the words and acts that become habit.  


At this point the questions are: 1. Who has the heart? 2. With whom are our thoughts? 3. Of whom do we love to converse? 4. Who has our warmest affections and our best energies?

If we are Christ's, our thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. All we have and are is consecrated to Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will, and please Him in all things.  

     Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, found in Galatians 5:22, 23. “…love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 
They will no longer yield to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect His character, and purify themselves even as He is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and the things they once loved they hate; event their taste in music changes. Places they once frequented is no longer a desire.
The proud and self-assertive become meek and lowly in heart. The arrogant and the proud become serious and unobtrusive. The drunkard becomes sober, and the corrupt becomes pure. The vain customs and fashions of the world are laid aside. 
Christians will seek not the "outward adorning," but "the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit." 1 Peter 3:3, 4.  


There is no evidence of genuine repentance unless it works reformation. Ezekiel 33:15, “If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.”     
When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to Christ and become partakers of His pardoning grace, love springs up in the heart. Every burden is light, for the yoke that Christ imposes is easy. Duty becomes a delight, and sacrifice a pleasure. The path that before seemed shrouded in darkness, becomes bright with beams from the Sun of Righteousness.  

     The loveliness of the character of Christ will be seen in His followers. It was His delight to do the will of God, so it will be ours. Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling power in our Saviour's life. Love beautified and ennobled all His actions. Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. It is found only in the heart where Jesus reigns. 1 John 4:19, "We love him, because he first loved us." 

And this is where we will pick up when we resume part 3 of “Saved and Overcoming.”

Let us pray
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