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Spiritism in the Church – Part 3 of 4. Today we will be continuing with the secondary meaning to the word spiritism, and that is to destroy confidence in the word of God, which has always been the purpose of Satan through Spiritism: to lead men away from following the pathway of God’s truth, into the pathway of unrighteousness.
In January of each year the president of the United States stands before the members of both houses of congress, the justices of the Supreme Court, the joint chiefs of the armed forces, and the nation. He’s there to tell everyone about how good it is with the nation. It’s amazing how far from the truth they can stray. If it were so great, why do so many people experience so much loss and so much hardship?

Now if the President of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, stood before the 14 million Seventh-day Adventists around the world and told them how good it is, he just might say, “We are rich, our tithe is setting new records, we are increased with goods, we are building many new churches and we have all the latest technologies and we have need of nothing.” Well he might not put in those exact words, but that is how we view ourselves, the Laodicean church, according to Jesus in Revelation 3:17, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;…” but Jesus finishes in that verse, “…and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” That is our true condition as heaven views us.
Before we begin today, shall we pray,

We will be using our Bibles considerably today, Please open to Isaiah chapter 1. In Isaiah’s first vision he describes the tragic condition of Israel.

Isaiah 1:2,3, Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. 
 This revelation of the Israel of his day parallels the Spiritual Israel of our day, in a rebellion against the God of heaven. Because of a turning away from truth and righteousness, Seventh-day Adventists today may speak the right words and go through the forms of worship, but there is no power in them. Why is the cry of the people unheard by God? Look at verse 4.

1:4 “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.”  

Isaiah vividly describes the state of the Seventh-day Adventist church today. We see in high places and all around, adultery, fornication, divorce (the rate of divorce in the church is as high as in the secular world) we see dishonesty, lying, ruthless treatment of fellow church members, the world-wide embracing of false doctrines and the inroads of Satanic elements of NLP, Dialectical Praxis and Spiritual Formation. Look what else Isaiah the prophet says, verses 5-7; “Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.”
It has been my experience over the years to hear pastors, evangelists, even leaders at the highest levels, to point out the apostasy of God’s people in the past. They will even say there will be apostasy in the future. Many of these same people lack the courage to admit that such frightful conditions exist in the contemporary church today. They may admit to some apostasy, however not to the depth and extent that it is. 

Going on verse 9, “Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah.”  

And I suggest that if it were not for this very small remnant, Satan would have had complete control of the Seventh-day Adventist church today. And I do believe that it is this small remnant that stands between Satan and his takeover of this world.
I also believe that Satan thinks that with the elements of NLP, Dialectical Praxis and Spiritual Formation, that he will be able to finally destroy the faithful remnant as well.
The church has been made the depository of precious truth, which Satan passionately hates, that is why he is concentrating his greatest efforts to deceive every member of the church. Those who have daily surrendered to the indwelling power of Jesus Christ in their lives, will be the only ones that will be able to stand faithful amid the deceptions of these last days.  
What God said through the prophet to Israel of old is applicable even today, verses 13-15, “Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.  Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.  And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.”  
The introduction of Pentecostal, New Age, and spiritualistic forms of worship into the Seventh-day Adventist church indeed is an abomination to God. To see a people that have been given so much light, reject that light and fall prey to the abomination of the churches of Babylon and the practices of the pagans all around them, I can only imagine would be most nauseating to a Holy God. In spite of it all, Jesus makes a final appeal to God’s people in verses 16,17. “Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.”
And with great love He further calls us in verses 18,19, “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:”  
In spite of the great apostasy, this is the final call of Christ to His people today who will turn from their evil path. But to those who reject this merciful call, He issues the warning in verse 20, “But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”
Does this say that the rebellious ones of the last day Seventh-day Adventist are to be devoured by the sword? Yes, and that slaughter is described in Ezekiel chapter 9, when probation ends for the SDA church. Verse 6 says, “Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men (that is the compromised leadership) which were before the house.” The Spirit of Prophecy says, “We are amid the perils of the last days, the time will soon come when the prophecy of Ezekiel 9 will be fulfilled; that prophecy should be carefully studied, for it will be fulfilled to the very letter.” The Ellen G. White 1888 materials, chapter 158 page 1303.1. 
Let’s stay right now in Isaiah chapter 1 verse 21, “How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers.”  
Who are the murderers? They are the false teachers and preachers that are indeed murderers of the worst order, for they are misleading people and robbing them of an inheritance of an eternal home. God places the condition of the church squarely upon the shoulders of those who have been given high leadership responsibility.

Verse 23, “Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.” 
The princes were the leaders of Israel, and therefore responsible for the apostasy back then. Now not all in leadership positions have fallen into the pathway of apostasy, but it would be fair to say that most have. Those who neglect to raise a voice in opposition must however share in the guilt. There are many leaders who have become agents in the hands of Satan to intimidate and coerce those whose only goal is to be faithful to Jesus and truth.

What should our leaders be doing? 

Joel 2:17 “Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?”
Hear the words of Paul as he puts Isaiah’s, words in an end-time setting, 
Romans 9:27, “Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:”
Though the Seventh-day Adventist church continues to grow in record numbers, it is evident from the prophecies that only a small number will be saved.

As Barry read this morning, the Old Testament prophet Zephaniah clearly describes the remnant in chapter 3 verse 13, “The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.” 
As these faithful ones daily surrender their lives in earnest soul-searching prayer to Christ to keep them from deception and from yielding to temptation, they are able to live a life wholly in accord with the will of God.
Where we find so many standing in our pulpits today preaching a sin and live theology, teaching Gods people will sin until Jesus comes and then they will be made perfect, teaching this heresy in our schools as well, we have developed a whole generation of people who now believe that it is legalism to believe that victory over sin is possible.

For many Seventh-day Adventists and for many of the pastors and leaders who taught the great lie of Satan that it is impossible to keep the commandments of God, when Jesus comes instead of translation, they will experience being destroyed by the brightness of His coming. Matthew 7:22-23 will apply, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  
Many will be those who did seemingly good things, but they did not fulfill the Biblical response to the tempter: Revelation 12:11, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”
In the New as well as the Old, the remnant are described as commandment keepers, Revelation 12:17, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
Notice how this scripture says the remnant have the testimony of Jesus, which of course Revelation 19:10 tells us that it is the Spirit of Prophecy. Since the remnant is a small number in Spiritual Israel, then we can conclude that the majority of Seventh-day Adventists do not keep all of the commandments, and they don’t in the fullest sense, have the Spirit of Prophecy. In fact there has been a movement amongst many in leadership positions to downplay the Spirit of Prophecy. Take heart as that is fulfillment of prophecy. Listen to this in {1SM 48.3} “Satan is . . . constantly pressing in the spurious--to lead away from the truth. The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. "Where there is no vision, the people perish" (Prov. 29:18). Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's remnant people in the true testimony.-- Letter 12, 1890.  {1SM 48.3}
There have been pastors who have stood on their pulpits and dropped Ellen G. White books, which are the testimonies of Jesus, into a large garbage can, and then smugly saying, we won’t need these anymore.
“There will be a hatred kindled against the testimonies which is satanic. The workings of Satan will be to unsettle the faith of the churches in them, for this reason: Satan cannot have so clear a track to bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in his delusions if the warnings and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of God are heeded.”- Letter 40, 1890.  {1SM 48.4}

The frightening revelation is that Satan is not making war on the Seventh-day Adventist Church, he is making war on the remnant. The majority of Seventh-day Adventists unwittingly are giving their lives and ministries over to Satan and are becoming the best soldiers in his evil army. Instead of leading men and women into the light of God’s precious truth, they are leading them into spiritual darkness and destruction.
I read this from {5T 187.3}, “The truth in all its pointed severity must be spoken. Men of action are needed --men who will labor with earnest, ceaseless energy for the purifying of the church and the warning of the world.”
Brothers and sisters this is the call to every earnest, dedicated Seventh-day Adventist today. This remnant will not be destroyed by Satan. This is the remnant that Peter speaks of in 1 Peter 1:22,23. “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”  
{GC 588.3} “The line of distinction between professed Christians and the ungodly is now hardly distinguishable. Church members love what the world loves and are ready to join with them, and Satan determines to unite them in one body and thus strengthen his cause by sweeping all into the ranks of spiritualism.” (With what we talked about last week regarding NLP, Diaparax and Spiritual Formation, it is easier to understand now what the Testimony of Jesus was saying) Going on, “Papists, who boast of miracles as a certain sign of the true church, will be readily deceived by this wonder-working power; and Protestants, having cast away the shield of truth, will also be deluded. Papists, Protestants, and worldlings will alike accept the form of godliness without the power, and they will see in this union a grand movement for the conversion of the world and the ushering in of the long-expected millennium.”  {GC 588.3}
Satan’s assault is especially centered upon our schools. He realizes that our colleges and universities are the training grounds for the pastors, teachers, health workers, business leaders, and other workers in the church. He knows that if he can remove the light from the teachers, the students are going to be overwhelmingly deceived. In turn as those students graduate and go out into the work of God, they will spread their false doctrines and attitudes among the flock of Christ. Listen to me now, what is taught and practiced in our colleges today, is preached and taught in our churches tomorrow, and is believed and practiced by our people the day after tomorrow. This has been the case for at least two generations now. Is it any wonder that these delusions of Satan have flooded with such unrestrained ease into the ranks of God’s remnant church?
Few people stop to realize the important role of entertainment in the development of spiritualistic principles. The spirit of prophecy strongly associated worldly amusements with spiritualistic and satanic practices. 
“Thus Satan and his angels are laying their snares for souls. They are working upon the minds of teachers and students to induce them to engage in exercises and amusements which become intensely absorbing, and which are of a character to strengthen the lower passions and to create appetites and passions that will counteract the operations of the Spirit of God upon human hearts.”  {Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students 281.1}

“Amusements are doing more to counteract the working of the Holy Spirit than anything else, and the Lord is grieved.”  {CT 281.2}

“The desire for excitement and pleasing entertainment is a temptation and a snare to God's people, and especially to the young. Satan is constantly preparing inducements to attract minds from the solemn work of preparation for scenes just in the future. Through the agency of world lings he keeps up a continual excitement to induce the unwary to join in worldly pleasures.
Satan is a persevering workman, an artful, deadly foe. Whenever an incautious word is spoken, whether in flattery or to cause the youth to look upon some sin with less abhorrence, he takes advantage of it and nourishes the evil seed, that it may take root and yield a bountiful harvest. He is in every sense of the word a deceiver, a skillful charmer. He has many finely woven nets, which appear innocent, but which are skillfully prepared to entangle the young and unwary. The natural mind leans toward pleasure and self-gratification. It is Satan's policy to fill the mind with a desire for worldly amusement, that there may be no time for the question, How is it with my soul?”  {CT 325.2}
“Among the most dangerous resorts for pleasure is the theater. Instead of being a school for morality and virtue, as is so often claimed, it is the very hotbed of immorality. Vicious habits and sinful propensities are strengthened and confirmed by these entertainments. Low songs, lewd gestures, expressions, and attitudes, deprave the imagination and debase the morals. Every youth who habitually attends such exhibitions will be corrupted in principle. There is no influence in our land more powerful to poison the imagination, to destroy religious impressions, and to blunt the relish for the tranquil pleasures and sober realities of life than theatrical amusements. The love for these scenes increases with every indulgence, as the desire for intoxicating drink strengthens with its use. The only safe course is to shun the theater, the circus, and every other questionable place of amusement.”  {CT 334.3}
“The low, common pleasure parties, gatherings for eating and drinking, singing and playing on instruments of music, are inspired by a spirit that is from beneath. They are an oblation unto Satan.” {CT 367}
Satan has so many devices to lure the young from any true spiritual purpose. Their amusements, their sports, their unholy music, their endless activities and their peer groups have such a hypnotic spell on their minds that the lowly Jesus cannot compete. We’ll talk about this more next week.
Paul in tragic language describes this generation of professed believers in 2 Timothy 3:4,5 “…lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:” Why a form and not the true? Because they don’t look to the Word, they don’t look to Jesus, they look at each other. They are comforted by what they see, Christians that aren’t quite as good as they are. But Jesus says in Revelation 3:17 that we are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked!
Does that leave us with no hope? It does for those who wish to continue in rebellion. But in verse 21 he says these hopeful words, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” Jesus wants us to sit with Him in His throne. We must be over comers. What on earth would prevent us from being overcomes? You see the last day over comers will be a special people. It’s all in our choice of whom we will serve. 
Will it be the god of man’s creation and imagination, the one who is supposed burn bad people in fire forever, the grandfatherly gent who will  save man in his sins, the one who enjoys the celebrations and wild forms of emotional worship, the one who does not care if you dress and look like a harlot or a bum, the one who doesn’t care which day you remember to honor him, just as long as it is not the seventh day, is it this god of Babylon who will get your worship? Or will the true God of the Bible, the God of Spiritual Israel, the God of the remnant, be the One who has earned your trust and your worship?
Next Sabbath we will conclude our study of Spiritism in the Church – Part 4 of 4.

Shall we pray….
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