“Divide and Conquer”

Sabbath March 21, 2009

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

Today our subject is “Divide and Conquer.” We know that as far back as we can trace in the history of this world since the fall of man, there have been two opposing forces that have been fighting for the souls of mankind. Neither side has spared all that they could bring to the battle, so as to claim their rights to those that have been won to their respective sides. One side, Holy and righteous, has been victorious in Their fight and right to claim the souls that They have won. The other side, evil and unscrupulous, suffered an enormous defeat 1978 years ago, but continues their fight to capture as many as they can get by default. Sadly the victorious side has won few compared to the defeated foe whose booty claims an overwhelming majority. We will look closely at tactics of this divider and conqueror after we seek the Lord’s guidance and presence.  
Shall we pray…

Some have a mistaken notion that sin originated some time back in the Garden of Eden; but that is not so, for we know that it began in the heart of the most beautiful, most talented and most intelligent of all of God’s created beings. We do not know how many years Lucifer respectfully and humbly served God in the highest position given to a created one; sitting on the left hand of the Almighty. When He sang he could harmonize with himself and the sounds of his pipes were most enjoyable. As leader of the angelic choirs, beautiful and melodious music often filled the corridors of heaven. He may have been faithful to duty for millions of years, for we just do not know how long he had been loyal; that has not been revealed. But what we do know and scripture tells us, is that his outward love for God began to evolve inwardly and focus was directed from His Creator to himself. He relished the love and adoration of the myriads of heavenly angels. Long had there been peace and harmony in heaven and the entire universe. But Isaiah 14:12-14 give us an account of this majestic being’s fall from grace, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! [how] art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” 
The servant of the Lord said, "Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry." 1 Samuel 15:23. Rebellion originated with Satan, and all rebellion against God is directly due to satanic influence. Those who set themselves against the government of God have entered into an alliance with the archapostate, and he will exercise his power and cunning to captivate the senses and mislead the understanding. He will cause everything to appear in a false light…No stronger evidence can be given of Satan's delusive power than that many who are thus led by him deceive themselves with the belief that they are in the service of God.” PP 635
“For six thousand years that mastermind that once was highest among the angels of God has been wholly bent to the work of deception and ruin. And all the depths of satanic skill and subtlety acquired, all the cruelty developed, during these struggles of the ages, will be brought to bear against God's people in the final conflict. And in this time of peril the followers of Christ are to bear to the world the warning of the Lord's second advent; and a people are to be prepared to stand before Him at His coming, "without spot, and blameless." 2 Peter 3:14. At this time the special endowment of divine grace and power is not less needful to the church than in apostolic days.”  {GC ix.4}

We are all familiar with Revelation 12:17 which [slide 1 – first click] reads “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed,” This scripture has been given by God especially to His spiritual Israel of these last days. It’s a sober warning that Satan has extreme anger with God’s remnant people. And as we just read that [same slide 1 – second click] “…all the depths of satanic skill and subtlety acquired …” That means, that which he has learned about humanity in the last 6,000 years he is going to use in a destructive  manner that is barely perceived. We also just read [same slide 1 – third click] “…all the cruelty developed, during these struggles of the ages, will be brought to bear against God's people in the final conflict.” 
She lived in the period of the “Alpha of Apostasy” and was allowed to see the church in the “Omega of Apostasy” and she said, “I tremble for our people. The Testimony of Jesus is, “The great controversy between Christ and Satan, that has been carried forward for nearly six thousand years, is soon to close; and the wicked one redoubles his efforts to defeat the work of Christ in man's behalf, and to fasten souls in his snares. To hold the people in darkness and impenitence till the Saviour's mediation is ended, and there is no longer a sacrifice for sin, is the object which he seeks to accomplish.”  {GC88 518.1}
While our hospitals are steeped in Satan’s counterfeit methods of treating the diseased; while our accredited schools and colleges are teaching the worldly curriculum, while our ABC stores are catering to the world’s demands with books by Babylonian Evangelicals, while our churches are celebrating with raucus music, while the congregations are singing their ecumenical 7-11 songs and swaying and dancing and turning the Sanctuary into a carnival, while the pluralistic doctrines teach errors to the majority of our people and pastors are saying it’s all right to eat in restaurants on Sabbath, while the churches are letting down the standards where modesty cannot be found and dress has become no better than one would wear to a rock concert, while sisters in the fallen churches of Adventism try to out Jezebel each other with jewelry and cosmetics, yes while he who never sleeps is working to secure the destruction of as many souls as possible in God’s church of the last generation, his anger is becoming rage for but one reason. 

The Spirit of Prophecy wrote, [slide 2 – click] “The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when the danger and depression of the church are greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will be sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after the manner of the world.--5T 209, 210 (1882).  {LDE 83.1}  
This little company who are standing in the light holding high the historic Bible doctrines and the standards of the church, yes these are the ones that he is furious with for if it weren’t for this little remnant group spread out over the world, he would already have the whole world in his camp.

GC 516 states, [slide 3 – click] “There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.” 
God has also given us a great warning in Great Controversy 234 about [slide 4 – click] The most cruel, unscrupulous, and powerful of all the champions of popery, The Order of the Jesuits. 

This is what it says,   [slide 5 – click]    Throughout Christendom, Protestantism was menaced by formidable foes. The first triumphs of the Reformation past, Rome summoned new forces, hoping to accomplish its destruction. At this time the order of the Jesuits was created, the most cruel, unscrupulous, and powerful of all the champions of popery. Cut off from earthly ties and human interests, dead to the claims of natural affection, reason and conscience wholly silenced, they knew no rule, no tie, but that of their order, and no duty but to extend its power.  The gospel of Christ had enabled its adherents to meet danger and endure suffering, undismayed by cold, hunger, toil, and poverty, to uphold    [slide 6 – click]    the banner of truth in face of the rack, the dungeon, and the stake. To combat these forces, Jesuitism inspired its followers with a fanaticism that enabled them to endure like dangers, and to oppose to the power of truth all the weapons of deception. There was no crime too great for them to commit, no deception too base for them to practice, no disguise too difficult for them to assume. Vowed to perpetual poverty and humility, it was their studied aim to secure wealth and power, to be devoted to the overthrow of Protestantism, and the re-establishment of the papal supremacy.  
We know that this is true for they have carried out assassinations all over the world, closer to home, they killed both Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy. They have infiltrated most governments and religious denominations of any size and have gained control of most. The Bible even prophesied the infiltration of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Daniel 11:41    [slide 7 – first click]     Daniel 11:41   “He (the king of the north verse 40 which is the Papacy) shall enter (by infiltration) also into the glorious land, (Spiritual Israel – God’s Seventh-day Adventist Church) and many [countries] (the word countries was a supplied word and was thought to be  a continuation of verse 40    [slide 7 – 2nd click]       when in fact there should be no supplied word) shall be overthrown: 

[slide 8 – first click]    Verse 41 should read: “He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many shall be overthrown:”  
And that’s exactly what is been happening since the Vatican II Council in the mid 60’s. The church has been plunging deeper and deeper into apostasy and millions of SDA’s are being overthrown.  
It was Satan’s aim to divide and conquer all of the Seventh-day Adventist Church but there are those who have heeded the counsel of the Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 5:8    [slide 8 – second click]     “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” As dark as it may seem to be God’s people are not to fear, the devil’s roar is as or like a lion,     [slide 9 – click]     but Rev. 5:5 says to God’s people, “Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David…”  
But have God’s remnant people gotten the idols out of their hearts? [slide 10 –  1st click]     The question is asked in Ezekiel 14:3 “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face:      [slide 10 –  2nd click]     should I be inquired of at all by them?”
[slide 11 – click]     “Satan can skillfully play the game of life with many souls, and he acts in a most underhanded, deceptive manner to spoil the faith of the people of God and to discourage them. . . . He works today as he worked in heaven, to divide the people of God in the very last stage of this earth's history. He seeks to create dissension, and to arouse contention and discussion, and to remove if possible the old landmarks of truth committed to God's people. He tries to make it appear as if the Lord contradicts Himself.”  {Ev 359.4}

We know that he is working through the Papacy and other Protestant confederacies to bring in the National Sunday Law. The Spirit of Prophecy says, “During the Christian dispensation, the great enemy of man's happiness has made the Sabbath of the fourth commandment an object of special attack.   [slide 12 – click]     Satan says, "I will work at cross purposes with God. I will empower my followers to set aside God's memorial, the seventh-day Sabbath. Thus I will show the world that the day sanctified and blessed by God has been changed. That day shall not live in the minds of the people. I will obliterate the memory of it. I will place in its stead a day that does not bear the credentials of God, a day that cannot be a sign between God and His people. I will lead those who accept this day to place upon it the sanctity that God placed upon the seventh day.  {PK 183.3}

     "Through my vicegerent, (The Papacy), I will exalt myself. The first day will be extolled, and the Protestant world will receive this spurious sabbath as genuine. Through the nonobservance of the Sabbath that God instituted, I will bring His law into contempt. The words, 'A sign between Me and you throughout your generations,' I will make to serve on the side of my sabbath.”  {PK 184.1}

     "Thus the world will become mine. I will be the ruler of the earth, the prince of the world. I will so control the minds under my power that God's Sabbath shall be a special object of contempt. A sign? I will make the observance of the seventh day a sign of disloyalty to the authorities of earth. Human laws will be made so stringent that men and women will not dare to observe the seventh-day Sabbath. For fear of wanting food and clothing, they will join with the world in transgressing God's law. The earth will be wholly under my dominion."  {PK 184.2}

There is no doubt that we will have a National Sunday Law soon as God’s prophecies cannot and will not fail. It is true that many shall defect from the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
But what about this little company standing in the light? How is Satan going to render them ineffective? What diabolical scheme has he been working on to cause this group to be powerless? As Rome has been securing itself firmly at the nerve center of the world church, he has moved upon those in responsible positions to begin trade-marking certain names and terms. 

I have researched the “United States Patent and Trademark Office” and found some interesting things.   [slide 13 – click]      Here you see that the name “Seventh-day Adventist” was trademarked in 1981 with a filing date in 1980. By the way, the filing attorney, Vincent L. Ramik is a Roman Catholic attorney.  Why should a Roman Catholic attorney be carrying on the business of the Seventh-day Adventist Church? In the book, the “Secret Terrorists,” it states that all the major Protestant denominations were under Rome’s control by 1980.   [slide 14 – click]       “Every major religious denomination has been infiltrated and taken over by the Jesuits. …According to Ex-Jesuit Priest, Alberto Rivero, all the mainstream churches were taken over by 1980.” The Secret Terrorists – Page 108. 

That’s 29 years ago.    [slide 15 – click]     And look at the filing date, May 7, 1980. 
 By the way, some independent SDA churches that have Seventh-day Adventist in their titles, that are not following Conference rules, have received notices to “cease and desist” using the trademarks in their titles and sub-titles, or face going to court.  There have been several cases of churches that have been taken to court by the General Conference, and the churches, at huge expense, lost their case, one such was in Hawaii. Another case however, in Florida, the G.C. against Raphael Perez, had the case thrown out of court, thanks to the testimony of Dr. Colin Standish. 

Now listen carefully, the only exceptions to the trademark infringement would be those independent SDA churches who were incorporated before the trademark filing dates.    
[slide 16 – click]    They trademarked the word “Adventist” and that filing date was also May 7, 1980. Right here in Virginia, I believe in Farmville, a non-SDA church that had the word “Adventist” in their name, was ordered to cease and desist using the word “Adventist,” or face going to court for trademark infringement. That church changed its name. I had spoken to that pastor and he even posted the GC letters on his church web site. So you see they have been testing the waters with modest successes.  
[slide 17– click]     The word Adventist was filed again May 22, 1981. I am not sure as to why the second filing.

[slide 18 – click]     In this slide you see that they have even trademarked the name Ellen G. White, with a filing date of December 6, 2000. Look at what is covered in this filing. (Books, etc.) 

Do you know what this is leading up to? Here is Satan’s ingenious plan that he will put in to action very soon. If you are not a conference church, and if you do not abide by all their rules and requirements, you will not be able to use any of her books, publications, and everything listed in the filing, you won’t even be able to speak her name. I repeat, the only exceptions to the trademark infringement would be those independent SDA churches who were incorporated before the trademark filing dates.    

 [slide 19 – click]     This slide is just the bottom of the Ellen G. White filing on the previous slide.

 [slide 20 – click]     This last slide is the filing of Sister White’s name using her initials, “E.G. White.” They are not fooling around brethren, they mean business. But we have nothing to fear as we serve a God who is in control.
I have learned after 49 years in Adventism, that whenever a door shuts, God opens another door.
Psalm 91:3 “Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.” The work of the Jesuits in their infiltration of the SDA church is just that, a noisome pestilence which is better described as a disgusting disease which has infected every area of the denominational work, dividing and conquering and causing rampant compromises.

[slide 21 – click]     Just as God had the cure for the bites of the fiery serpent in the desert, so God has a cure for those who want to use His healing ointment. He has made provision that I have been made aware of only this week. God foresaw all the destructive work that the Jesuits were going to do in infiltrating our denomination and He began the cure, way back in 1916; one year after Ellen White died. 
I am in the early process of investigation right now, and I am not at liberty to disclose anything yet, but I do believe that we will be able to use the name Seventh-day Adventist and that we will be able to use all of Ellen White’s books and publications and will never have to fear using her name and quotations in this church, because….. because there is a balm in Gilead.  Let’s turn in our hymnals to page 475 and sing about the heavenly ointment.
1

