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Today we will be conclude our series on Spiritism in the Church with part 4. It has always been the purpose of Satan to lead men and women from following the pathway of God’s truth, into the pathway of unrighteousness through Spiritism. Before we start, Shall we pray….

Not only in the churches that constitute spiritual Babylon, but in many of our larger nominal churches and also smaller churches throughout the world, there has been gospel rock, gospel rap and praise dancing in worship services, also gospel puppets, gospel clowns, gospel cafes & discos and gospel theatrics and dramas, all as an outreach to the youth, young adults and the unchurched. Coffee is now served in many of those churches.


A recent article in Our Firm Foundation magazine reveals the plight of a Seventh-day Adventist gentleman who was concerned over a troubling issue that had arisen in the church he attends. That issue relates to the plan of the church to invite a “gospel magician” to be a guest speaker for a week of prayer.

He expressed his concern by stating the following: “I fear that engaging in practices of magical tricks, we are blurring the line between what is good and what is not. Even though I do not necessarily believe that those engaged in sleight of hand are using any supernatural powers, I fear that the use of illusion to pass across some gospel truth is missing the point and only putting temptation before our children.”


He goes on to say, “These brethren do not believe this is a matter of black and white. They believe that those of us who are opposing this practice in the church and in the church school are ultra conservatives and that we are looking for evil where there is none.” Do you see how the pressure of the groupthink can cause confusion even in one whose theology is correct?


He continues to write, “I do not know if there is a very clear distinction between black and white in this case. For now, I see it as black because of the potential for evil and because it blurs the line between the good and the bad. I feel that if the line we are dealing with is gray then we, as a church, need to keep away from it.”
Brothers and sisters, every reference in the Bible to a magician or magicians are those who served the Pharaoh in Egypt or the king in Babylon. And those are our red flags. Why must we go to Egypt or Babylon for methods to teach God’s word?

The Testimony of Jesus in Acts of the Apostles states the following, “It is fondly supposed that heathen superstitions have disappeared before the civilization of the twentieth century. But the word of God and the stern testimony of facts declare that sorcery is practiced in this age as verily as in the days of the old-time magicians. The ancient system of magic is, in reality, the same as what is now known as modern spiritualism. . . The magicians of heathen times have their counterpart in the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants, and the fortune-tellers of today. . . When men yield to his influence, ere they are aware the mind is bewildered and the soul polluted. The apostle's admonition to the Ephesian church should be heeded by the people of God today: "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." Ephesians 5:11.  {AA 290.2}

Do you see how cunning the devil is? This young man who is trying to get the pastor and the congregation to see the danger in a gospel magician, is quieted by the groupthink. They see no harm in taking a bite of the forbidden fruit.


What is it that Paul says we should do in 1 Thessalonians 5:22? “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” It is a curse of this counterfeit Ecumenical movement today, where we now see the ministers of the Protestant churches and the priests of the Episcopal and Catholic churches, trading pulpits to address the respective congregations during their worship hours. It is happening in many SDA churches today. 

One of our members told me of a large SDA church, less than one and a half hours from here, who had a pastor from another denomination preach the worship hour, by audio tape, while the pastor sat in a pew and listened. Whether it is audio tape, video tape, DVD or the actual physical presence, what are teachers from the churches of Babylon doing in our pulpits? Shame on these pastors, these sleeping watchmen who are not guarding the flock, rather are opening the door to the servants of Satan. Jesus said through the servant of the Lord, {LDE 179.3} “Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. . . .”  There will be no speakers in the pulpit of Victory during worship hour if they are not of our faith.
One of the most troubling things today especially as it concerns our youth, is the issue of competitive sports. Even tracing the history of competitive sports, one finds it is always associated with the pagans, and it reached a zenith in the time of the Greeks. The pagan origin of sports, their competitiveness, their war-like nature, and the vicious rivalry often engendered by them ought to be sufficient evidence for any perceptive Christian to steer clear of them. But so many SDA’s today not only enjoy participation, but think nothing of the role of a spectator. To sit in front of a TV, absorbed in watching competitive sports, we please only Satan, not heaven, for it is assuredly a mind altering drug as anything we could swallow or inject.
The whole reason for the intoxication of sports today is to lead men and women away from God and the sober reality of preparing their lives for the coming of the Lord and for witnessing the wonderful gospel of Jesus Christ to men and women.

The tragic trend in our churches and schools and colleges towards this widespread idolatry is now rampant among Seventh-day Adventists. We started with pick-up games, we moved intramurals, we moved to playing games between Adventist institutions, and now we have gone the full circle and have joined the leagues of the world. We now offer scholarships to some of the better performing sporting performers. Paul in tragic language describes this generation of professed believers in 2 Timothy 3:4,5 “…lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:” God must pronounce it abomination.

When Moses was absent from the people they became restless and they exerted their influence upon the weak Aaron to mold a calf. Let’s turn to Exodus 32 and pick it up in verses 5 & 6, “…Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.”      

Now verses 17-19 “And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp. And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear. And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: …” Allow me to stop right there. There are many things associated with pagan practices that can be seen in these passages. One, the feasting; two, the playing no doubt of certain sports; three, the employment of pagan music; and four the practice of dancing.

Just as surely today, God’s people are indulging in these four abominations, the feasting, the competitive sports, the pagan music and the dancing. Aaron had the audacity to call it a feast to the Lord. Today many leaders in God’s church call these pagan assemblies as assemblies unto God, when in fact they are an abomination to Him. How ridiculous it is to see the members of one team praying to God for victory, while their counterparts on the other side pray to God that victory will be theirs. The prayers of the saints are to be sweet incense to God, but this too could be categorized the same as we read last week from Isaiah 1:13-15, “Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; … the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, … And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear:” Our people and especially our youth need to understand the danger for what it really is.   
Spiritism is in every phase of our denominational work, but none has had more of a devastating affect then that of the doctrinal deviations. Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:2, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”                 

Titus 1:9 “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.”
Titus 2:1 “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:”
1 Timothy 4:13, “Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.”

1 Timothy 4:16, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.”

This is the Testimony of Jesus regarding the importance of sound doctrine as expressed through the writings of the prophet Paul. There are many Seventh-day Adventists today that say, “We need to preach Christ and not doctrine.” Excuse me! Listen to this from Spirit of Prophecy, volume 4. Page 405 paragraph 2 “Spiritualism is now changing its form, veiling some of its more objectionable and immoral features, and assuming a Christian guise. Formerly it denounced Christ and the Bible; now it professes to accept both. The Bible is interpreted in a manner that is attractive to the unrenewed heart, while its solemn and vital truths are made of no effect. A God of love is presented; but his justice, his denunciations of sin, the requirements of his holy law, are all kept out of sight.”
Today many are giving the love theology, but they are ignoring the doctrines which are not only the greatest revelation of Christ and the Father, but in every doctrine, Christ is both the center and the focus. The everlasting gospel has been tabled in favor of pantheistic spiritualistic teachings which ignore God’s justice, His denunciation of sin and the requirements of His holy law. In most nominal SDA churches, it has become rare to hear the Sanctuary message, the three angel’s messages, the 2300 year prophecy and the investigative judgment. Even the state of the dead and the Sabbath are undergoing an extreme makeover. 

The SDA Church hit an all time low when in January 1982 our theological representative signed what today is known as the BEM document, also called the Lima Text. BEM stands for Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry. This document of the World Council of Churches is the centerpiece of their determination to bring in a one world religion around the planet. Here is a condensed version of what it entails.

B - Baptism- to encourage all churches to make no issue of the mode or of the age at baptism. In other words if some chose to sprinkle infants or adults, no one should reprove. Excuse me! Baptism is for the remission of sins, what does a child so small know of sin? Ah, the Augustinian heresy of original sin. And our representative signed this document?
E - Eucharist- the term Eucharist is not a Protestant term, however the communion service is appearing in more and more SDA bulletins as the Eucharist. Many are now using the blasphemous wafer instead of the unleavened bread. In the Roman Catholic Church the priest is stated to be the creator of the Creator, that in the wafer he creates Christ in reality. This is abomination.
M - Ministry- the purpose of this portion of the document is to encourage all churches to work for the unchurched, but never to proselytize from other churches. We are not to bring the truths of the everlasting gospel, the truths of the Sabbath, the Sanctuary message, the three angel’s messages, the 2300 year prophecy the investigative judgment and the state of the dead to those who are still in Babylon.
The representative of the SDA denomination signed this document. But in so doing it is a total capitulation of the final message we have been commissioned by our God to give to the world in Revelation 18:4, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

Well he may have signed this Satanic document, but I can boldly say it has no hold on the remnant who will call God’s people to come out of Babylon.

Spiritism has entered our denomination as a flood. Every area of denominational work has been affected. Indeed the war that Satan has brought upon the remnant people is of a massive scale and there are numerous casualties. We are not on a parade ground, we are on a battlefield.

There is no cause for celebration now. The God that many of all denominations worship today is no longer the God of the Bible. They worship a god of their own creation and imagination. Such a god is the contemporary golden calf and like the Israelites of old, they celebrate with raucous music and dancing. 

As Joshua said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” Yes there is, “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant…”   
And sadly we look at how successful Satan has been regarding the health message. It has been described as the entering wedge, the right arm of the gospel message. It was to form the basis for leading many men and women to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, to His salvation and to the three angels’ messages. It was the basis of establishing many institutions of healing around the world. However, as the years have passed, more and more our emphasis has been upon acute care medicine rather than upon lifestyle change and simple health education. Although there is a need for acute care, it was never meant to be our major focus in medical missionary work.  
Even more alarming has been the introduction of permissive abortion into some of our hospitals, and the intrusion of Eastern mystical medicine in many of them, such as acupuncture. More and more SDA’s today are seeking the solutions of alternative medicine built upon paganistic principles, primarily I speak of four areas of New Age medicine. 1. Lifestyle; 2. Botanical; 3. Homeopathy; Manipulative/Hands On and; 5. Mind over Matter. Some of these treatments do have redeeming value, however when truth is mingled with error we should stand on that which is true.

Under the heading of Lifestyle they use such treatments as Macrobiotics which in the dietary discipline there is an attempt to balance the yin (passive energy) with the yang (active energy). 
Then there is a 4,000 year old Indian treatment called Ayurvedic Medicine which uses herbs and massage, but incorporates paganistic ideas. Popular today is Holistic medicine which works on body and mind and is also intermingled with pagan philosophy.

Under the heading of Botanical is Aromatherapy, which uses essential oils from plants and flowers for skin applications and inhalation. Then there is Medicinal Herbalism, which is treating illness with plant-derived potions. In some Asiatic cultures animal products are used, such as ground up tusks and horns.

The third area is Homeopathy, which involves treating disease with small quantities of substances, which in large quantities would produce the same symptoms as the illness. 
Under the fourth category is Manipulative/ Hands On, which includes: Reflexology, Rolfing, Iridology, Shiatsu, the Alexander technique, Chiropractic, Acupuncture and Acupressure.

The fifth area is Mind over Matter, which includes Color Healing, Crystal Healing, Bioenergetics, Guided Imagery, Hypnotherapy and Bio-feedback. 


Although this is not a complete list, it does entail many of the New Age medicines in use today. Are all bad? Not necessarily as some do use helpful techniques. But unfortunately, many SDA’s have been drawn to a greater or lesser extent, into this New Age medicine, often reacting against the Allopathic forms of medicine which have been built primarily on potent drugs, surgery, radiation and other more radical and dangerous forms of treatment.  


God’s natural remedies are first and foremost are built on lifestyle change using the eight God-given remedies: A vegetarian diet; Regular moderate exercise; The free use of pure water; The moderate exposure to sunshine; Temperance; Fresh clean air; Good regular rest habits and; Genuine contentment through faith and trust in God.


The last item I wish to address is the Celebration movement in the SDA church which had its beginnings in the early 1980’s. Church leaders in the General Conference took a wait and see attitude. However, those who had spiritual discernment, recognized it as the Pentecostal and spiritualistic style of worship that we as a church fought against for many decades previously. Sadly today, there are hundreds if not thousands of SDA churches that have started on the pathway of the charismatic movement.

The whole presentation began under subtle circumstances. But today there are Christian rock bands at General Conference meetings and Conference camp meetings.


I quote this from the Spirit of Prophecy, 2SM page 36, “The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit.”  {2SM 36.2}
Continuing, “The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. Better never have the worship of God blended with music than to use musical instruments to do the work which last January was represented to me would be brought into our camp meetings.” {2SM 36.3}
It is clear that this Pentecostal Charismatic movement is not the working of the Holy Spirit, rather it is the unholy spirit of Satan and his angels. It is sad to report that the Celebration style of worship is presented at least once every Sabbath at the Loma Linda University Church, Pioneer Memorial Church at Andrews University and Sligo Church at Columbia Union College. 

Not only is the Celebration movement seen in the use of rock and hypnotic music, but it is seen in the entertainment that is flooding into our churches with comedians holding worship service on Sabbath. We saw this in Raleigh. And clown ministries and Miming are quite common today. Brothers and sisters the spiritual has become profane, the holy has been corrupted and the sanctified has become secular. Now is surely a day to call our people back to the true worship of the God of heaven, not the false worship of the god of Satan.
Listen to this from GC page 561, “Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the world. . . Little by little he has prepared the way for his masterpiece of deception in the development of spiritualism. He has not yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs; but it will be reached in the last remnant of time.”


We are in that last remnant of time. Neuro-Linguistic Programming, Dialectical Praxis and Spiritual Formation are here and are being fully implemented. Seeing how effective it is in getting its victims to surrender their long held beliefs for the counterfeit, we can only ask, “What can we do so as not to be overcome?” God would have us to cut loose from every deception of Satan. We must not move a step away from the great truths that God has been pleased to give us. These are the mighty closing moments of earth’s history. This is the time when Satan is moving “as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.” This is the time that he is going to the length and breadth of the earth with nearly irresistible deceptions, yet we need not be deceived if we place our life fully in the hands of Christ.

       Every morning without exception we need to plead with Him to preserve us from yielding to temptation and from being deceived, asking for the power to overcome each and every day and He will not let us down. All the power given to Jesus to be an overcomer, is available to each every consecrated believer who asks. 

Jesus said to the Laodiceans, that’s us, in Revelation 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”

Only those who trust His promise and daily fortify the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict that is immediately ahead of us.

Shall we pray…
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