March 29, 2008

 “The Second Coming” A Bible Marking Plan  
Here is what you need to do. Turn to the back of your Bible and in a blank space, write “Second Coming.” Next to it write SC1-John 14:1-3. This will be your starting point in the Bible study. Now turn in your Bible to the page in your Bible where you find John 14. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, SC1-John 14:1-3. Next to it write SC2-Hebrews 9:28. Then as if you’re giving the study, read John 14:1-3 and make a statement summarizing the verse or you could ask a question. In this case you might say, (Here Jesus gave the hope of every Christian, the promise that He will return and take us to heaven)
Now tell your student that we are now going to Hebrews 9:28. When you get there, write at the top of that page, SC2-Hebrews 9:28. Next to it, write SC3- Matthew 26:64. Now read to your student Hebrews 9:28 and make a statement, such as (Are you looking for Jesus? The promise is that He will appear the second time.) Now tell your student we will turn next to Matthew 26:64. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, SC3- Matthew 26:64. Next to it, write SC4-Acts 1:9-11. Now read to your student Matthew 26:64 and make a statement like, (How does Jesus say He would come? In the clouds of heaven. He is coming in the clouds; we need to remember that important point.)  
Now tell your student that we are now going to Acts 1:9-11. And this is the sequence you will use. Of course when you are actually giving a study, all the scriptures will be written at the top of each page and the Bible study will have a nice flow. From here on out, I will give many more subsequent texts and you will mark your Bibles accordingly. 
When we finish today, I will give everyone a handout with 38 Bible references to the subject of the Second Coming of Jesus and most have comments or statements, or maybe even questions to provoke thought. Now keep in mind that when you are giving a Bible study using the Bible Marking Plan, that does not mean you have to do all 54 texts under the “Sabbath,” or all 37 texts for the “State of the Dead,” or all 37 texts for the subject of HELL, or all 38 texts on the “Second Coming.” If you have a preset time limit like ½ hour or an hour, continue the study until time is up or the student is weary.
The Second Coming
SC1 - John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (Here Jesus gave the hope of every Christian, the promise that He will return and take us to heaven.)
SC2 - Hebrews 9:28. “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” (Are you looking for Jesus? The promise is that He will appear the second time.)
SC3 - Matthew 26:64 “Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” (How does Jesus say He would come? In the clouds of heaven. He is coming in the clouds, we need to remember that important point.)  
SC4 - Acts 1:9-11 “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. (Jesus said so, Paul told us also, now we have angel verification that Jesus, Who was taken up in clouds would come again in like manner as they saw Him go. Therefore any other second coming would not be Jesus at all; rather it would be a counterfeit.)
SC5 – Matthew 24:30 “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” (Jesus states it clearly that He will be coming in the clouds of heaven and adds that ALL the tribes of the earth will see Him. On the authority of Jesus’ words, that is no rapture of a certain group.) 
SC6 – Revelation 1:7 “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen..” (Almost 70 years after the cross, Jesus confirms through John that #1 He is coming in the clouds; #2 Every eye, in other words every living person shall see Him; and # 3 He adds that those who took part in His shameful persecution and crucifixion will be specially resurrected to see Jesus coming in His glory. Those people will be the only ones to die three times.)    
SC7 –Luke 24:36-43, 50, 51. “And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them.” “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.” (The resurrected Jesus is not a Spirit for scripture confirms that He has a human body with flesh and bones. That’s how He ascended and that’s how He is coming again.)     
SC8 – Matthew 24:27 “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” (The second coming will be a very VISIBLE event, as you can’t miss seeing lightning shining from east to west in the heaven.)          
SC9 – (How visible will it be?)  Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:” (Jesus and all the holy angels will be coming with Him in glory. And Who else will come with Jesus and the angels?)     
SC10 - Luke 9:26 “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.” (Jesus, God the Father and all the holy angels will be coming with a threefold brightness and glory. The second coming is a GLORIOUS event.)
SC11 - Matthew 24:31 “And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (The angels spread out all over the earth to gather in those resurrected ones who will burst forth from their graves. The second coming is a very AUDIBLE event as there is an ear piercing trumpet heard throughout the earth/)       
SC12 – Revelation 22:12 (What is the purpose of Jesus’ coming?) “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” (To give every man his reward for the deeds done in the flesh. Eternal life for the saved and those lost living will die their first death, only to come up again in the second resurrection a thousand years later. We will study that in the future Millennium study.)    
SC13 – John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (He is coming to take the saved to heaven for that same thousand year period.)      
SC14 – Acts 3:20,                               































































































21 “And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” (Luke confirms what we have studied in the preceding verses.)       
SC15 – (What will happen to the righteous people when Jesus comes the second time?)                        1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (The righteous dead will be resurrected from their sleep of death and they will rise to meet Jesus in the air, followed by the translated ones.)    
SC16 – 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” (It is at this resurrection during His second coming that the righteous are given their perfect immortal bodies. They are mortal until the second coming. The doctrine of the immortal soul which teaches people that a disembodied soul goes to heaven or hell at death is a false doctrine from Satan.)    
SC17 – Philippians 3:20,21 “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself..” (Paul is consistent in the fact that our change comes at the second coming and not before.) 
SC18 - Matthew 24:23-27 (What does Jesus warn us about?) “Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” (He warns us about rumors of a false second coming, a secret coming, a secret rapture. We are not to believe the rumors or go to see such, for we know Jesus will come in the clouds and never touch foot on the earth.)  
SC19 – (What will happen to the living unsaved when Jesus comes?) Isaiah 11:4 “But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.” (The wicked shall be slain.)     
-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

SC20 – Jeremiah 25:33 “And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.” (Around the world the slain of the Lord shall lie upon the surface of the earth with no one to weep or bury them.)            
SC21 - Revelation 16:18, 20 “And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.” “And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.” (The earth will quake with so mighty a shaking that mountains will be leveled and islands will disappear under the tsunamis.)   
SC22 – Jeremiah 4:26 “I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger.” (The picture of the earth is that of total destruction.)
SC23 - Isaiah 24:1, 3 “Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.” “The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word.” (Isaiah confirms what Jeremiah has written; devastation worldwide.)
SC24 - Matthew 24:33 “So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.” (Jesus tells us to watch for the signs so that we will know the end is near. What signs does the Bible give?) 
SC25 – (It would be a good idea to find a blank page in your Bible and list some of the most common signs of His coming. Identify that page as your SC25.)  
1. The destruction of Jerusalem 70 AD (40 years after Jesus) – Matthew 24:2, 16

2. A great persecution – Matthew 24:21 (The dark ages when 50+ million were martyred between AD 538 – 1798.

3. The sun turned into darkness – Matthew 24:29 – Happened May 19, 1780 (It was not an eclipse. It was supernatural and lasted all day.
4. The moon turned to the color of blood – Joel 2:31 – Happened the night of May 19, 1780.

5. Stars fall from heaven – Matthew 24:29 – Happened November 13, 1833.

6. Capital, labor troubles – James 5:48.

7. Wars and commotions – Luke 21:9.

8. Unrest, fear and upheaval – Luke 21:25, 26.

9. Increase of knowledge and travel – Daniel 12:4.

10. Scoffers and religious skeptics who turn from Bible truth – 2 Peter 3:3;  2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

11. Moral degeneracy and a decline of spirituality – 2 Timothy 3:1-5.

12. Craze for pleasure seeking – 2 Timothy 3:1-4.
13. Increasing lawlessness, bloody crimes and violence – Matthew 24:12; 2 Timothy 3:13; Ezekiel 7:23.

14. Destructive earthquakes, storms and famines – Luke 21:11 – 1/3 of the world’s population goes to bed hungry every night.

15. A turn to spiritism – 1 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 16:14.

16. Jesus comes in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory – Matthew 24:30.

SC26 - (Just how near is the Lord’s second coming) Matthew 24:32-34 “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” (We are living in that last generation now.)
SC27 - Matthew 24:36 “But of that day and hour knoweth no [man], no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” (We may know when it is near, but no one knows exactly when. We should always be in a state of constant readiness.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

SC28 - Romans 9:28 “For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.” (The Lord’s promise is to cut it short, it being the great tribulation period the world will endure when the judgments of God are poured out on this earth and all chaos has broken out in a world void of God’s grace and mercy.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

SC29 – (Satan is responsible for the lying wonders, miracles and false teachings about the second coming. How can we keep from being deceived?) Revelation 16:14 “For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” (Jesus said in Matthew 24:4, “Take heed that no man deceive you,” and we need not be deceived as long as we study God’s word.)
SC30 - Matthew 24:24 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” (Satan’s deceptions are so powerful that if God’s people are not sober and vigilant, they will be overcome.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

SC31 – Matthew 24:4, 25, 26 “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.” “Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not.” (Satan’s plan is to deceive, especially regarding the second coming. He knows that if Christians are not studying their Bibles that they will be easy prey. Jesus says, “Take heed that NO man deceive you.” He forewarns us and reminds us that He has told us before it happens. Jesus specifically warns us that He will not appear in the desert or come to the séance chambers.)   
SC32 – John 6:37 “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” (This is a wonderful promise by God, but it is not speaking about anyone who wants a casual relationship. It is speaking about those who unreservedly turn their lives over to Him so that He may erase all their past sins. Romans 3:25.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

SC33 – John 1:12 “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” (God can give anyone who asks and believes, the power to live a godly life.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

SC34 – Hebrews 8:10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.” (Our part is to give our life to Christ and let Him live within us. His part is to work the mighty miracle within us that changes our life and prepares us for His second coming.)     
SC35 - 1 Corinthians 15:57 “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (It is a gift that we need only accept.)
SC36 – Matthew 24:44 “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” (The Bible says that there will be no more tears, sorrow, crying or pain. That means there will be no place of eternal torment as the former things are forever passed away.) 

SC37 – Luke 21:34 “And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.” (Here the warning is against self deception that would cause one to be careless. Surfeiting is overeating and that applies to food and worldliness. Drunkenness applies to alcohol, drugs and the wine of Babylon.) 
SC38 – Matthew 24:37-39 “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”

Conclusion - There is great danger in becoming so busy with the cares of this life, or so entranced by the pleasures of sin, that the coming of the Lord may slip upon us as the flood did in Noah’s day, and we will be surprised, unprepared and lost. This will be the experience of billions. How is it with you? Are you ready? Nothing else matters!
[End of study] 
If you follow this Bible marking plan and teach with it, you will find that you will have an amazed student who wonders how you became so knowledgeable, all glory to God.
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