March 30, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “Saved and Overcoming” Part 3
Let us pray ….

In part 1 we looked at a number of Scriptures which made it crystal clear that salvation is offered to whosoever will.

Then we began the process of answering the age old question, “What must I do to be saved?”
We started listing and explaining the step by step process that leads to a saving relationship with Jesus. Repentance and Confession were the first two.

Then in “Saved and Overcoming” Part 2 we continued the steps, listing and explaining “Consecration,” “Faith and Acceptance,” and were about halfway through “The Test Of Discipleship.” That is where we pick up this Sabbath.

In the heart renewed by divine grace, love is the principle of action. It modifies the character, governs the impulses, controls the passions, subdues enmity, and ennobles the affections.


The spiritual mind has power and control over the lower passions that includes anger and the sexual appetite. The converted will cease from the health destroying habit of masturbation, which has a paralyzing effect on the brain and causes a sieve like memory. Such a habit has caused many a person to become imbeciles which pleases Satan. Anything he can get a person to do which will distance them from the influence of God’s Spirit, serves only to enslave the person to the will of Satan. It is with the carnal mind that we serve Satan.


There are two errors against which the children of God--particularly those who have just come to trust in His grace--especially need to guard. The first, already dwelt upon, is that of looking to their own works, trusting to anything they can do, to bring themselves into harmony with God. He, who is trying to become holy by his own works in keeping the law, is attempting impossibility. All that man can do without Christ is polluted with selfishness and sin. It is the grace of Christ alone, through faith, that can make us holy. The second and no less dangerous error is that belief in Christ releases men from keeping the law of God; that since by faith alone we become partakers of the grace of Christ, our works have nothing to do with our redemption.


Obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of love, and is therefore the foundation of His government in heaven and earth.


Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true sign of discipleship. The Scripture says in 1 John 5:3; "This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments." And in 1 John 2:4, "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." Instead of releasing man from obedience, it is faith, and faith only, that makes us partakers of the grace of Christ, which enables us to render obedience.


We do not earn salvation by our obedience; for salvation is the free gift of God, to be received by faith. But obedience is the fruit of faith. 1 John 3:5, 6 says, "Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Him." Here is the true test. If we abide in Christ, if the love of God dwells in us, our feelings, our thoughts, our purposes, our actions, will be in harmony with the will of God as expressed in the precepts of His holy law. John goes on to say in 1 John 3:7 "Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous." Righteousness is defined by the standard of God's holy law, as expressed in the ten precepts given on Sinai.  


That so-called faith in Christ which professes to release men from the obligation of obedience to God is not faith, but presumption. Ephesians 2:8; "By grace are ye saved through faith." But, James 2:17, "…faith, if it hath not works, is dead …” Jesus said of Himself before He came to earth, Psalm 40:8, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." And just before He ascended again to heaven He declared, John 15:10, "I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love." The Scripture says, 1 John 2:3-6, "Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. . . . He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even as He walked." 1 Peter 2:21, "Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps." 

     The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in Paradise before the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect righteousness. If eternal life were granted on any condition short of this, then the happiness of the whole universe would be imperiled. The way would be open for sin, with all its train of woe and misery, to be immortalized.


Without Christ our condition would be both helpless and hopeless. But Christ has made a way of escape for us. He lived on earth amid trials and temptations such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteousness. If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for His sake you are accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in place of your character, and you are accepted before God just as if you had not sinned.


More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by faith. You are to maintain this connection with Christ by faith and the continual surrender of your will to Him; and so long as you do this, He will work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. So you may say, Galatians 2:20, "The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 


We shall often have to bow down and weep at the feet of Jesus because of our shortcomings and mistakes, but we are not to be discouraged. Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are not cast off, not forsaken and rejected of God. No; Christ is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Said the beloved John, in 1 John 2:1. "These things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."


 The closer you come to Jesus, the faultier you will appear in your own eyes; for your vision will be clearer, and your imperfections will be seen in broad and distinct contrast to His perfect nature. This is evidence that Satan's delusions have lost their power; that the vivifying influence of the Spirit of God is arousing you.  

     No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the heart that does not realize its own sinfulness. The soul that is transformed by the grace of Christ will admire His divine character; but if we do not see our own moral deformity, it is unmistakable evidence that we have not had a view of the beauty and excellence of Christ. The less we see to esteem in ourselves, the more we shall see to esteem in the infinite purity and loveliness of our Saviour. A view of our sinfulness drives us to Him who can pardon; and when the soul, realizing its helplessness, reaches out after Christ, He will reveal Himself in power. The more our sense of need drives us to Him and to the word of God, the more exalted views we shall have of His character, and the more fully we shall reflect His image.

BAPTISM  

Is baptism really essential? Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” There is only one acceptable method of baptism according to Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Jesus our example in all things was baptized by immersion in Mark 1:9, 10 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water.”

What must a person do to prepare for baptism? A person should do three simple things prior to baptism. A. Learn God’s requirements. Matthew 28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them…” “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:…” B. Believe the truth of God’s Word. Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, …” C. Repent of and turn away from his sins and experience conversion. Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, …” Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, …”

How soon should a person be baptized? Philip, a deacon and leader in the early church, baptized the treasurer of Ethiopia by immersion, according to Acts 8:38, 39. “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.” According to verses 30-35, Philip first spent time teaching the man prior to baptism. It is true that baptism is an urgent matter for a converted sinner as we read in Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Baptism is a public testimony that the repentant sinner has been forgiven and cleansed by Jesus and that his sinful, traitorous past is buried in the watery grave.

A person should not delay baptism thinking that he must be sure he will never slip and fall; as it is like saying a baby should never try to walk until certain that he will never slip and fall. A new Christian is a new-born babe in Christ. This is why the conversion experience is called the “new birth.” The ugly sinful past no longer exists for a child of God, as that past has been forgiven and forgotten by God. God judges us on our attitude and the trend of our life, rather than on a few slips and falls we may experience as immature Christians. 

Baptism is not the graduation, but it should not be entered into too soon either. Basic instruction is important as too many people have been baptized before conversion and they come up from the water a wet sinner with their carnal nature intact. 
How long does it take to prepare for baptism? That depends on the person. Some grasp things more quickly than others, but in most cases, preparation can be made in short order. Conversion is the key. Here are some Bible examples: A. Ethiopian treasurer – Acts 8:26-39 – Baptized the same day he heard truth. B. Philippian jailer and his family – Acts 16:23-34. Baptized the same night they heard truth. C. Saul of Tarsus – Acts 9:1-18 – Baptized three days after Jesus spoke to him on the road to Damascus. D. Cornelius – Acts 10:1-48 – Baptized same day he heard truth. Conclusion: At conversion, God forgives and forgets our past; God miraculously transforms us into spiritual beings; God adopts us as His own sons and daughters. Certainly no truly converted person would want to delay baptism, which in effect publicly pays tribute to Jesus for working all these miracles in our lives. Some believe baptism isn’t necessary, but Jesus made it a command when He told Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again.” John 3:7.
GROWING UP INTO CHRIST

Those who are just converted to Christ are, "as new-born babes," (1 Peter 2:2) to "grow up" (Ephesians 4:15) to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. It is only through the life which God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can live. So it is only through the life from God that spiritual life is begotten in the hearts of men. Unless a man is "born from above," (John 3:3) he cannot become a partaker of the life which Christ came to give. 


In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of grace as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who choose to breathe this life-giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.


Jesus said, "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. . . . Without Me ye can do nothing." John 15:4, 5. You are just as dependent upon Christ, in order to live a holy life, as is the branch upon the parent stock for growth and fruitfulness. Apart from Him you have no life. You have no power to resist temptation or to grow in grace and holiness. Abiding in Him, you may flourish. Drawing your life from Him, you will not wither nor be fruitless.


Many have an idea that they must do some part of the work alone. They have trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sin, but now they seek by their own efforts to live aright. But every such effort must fail. Jesus says, "Without Me ye can do nothing." Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness,--all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,--by abiding in Him, --that we are to grow in grace. He is not only the Author, but the Finisher of our faith. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us, not only at the beginning and the end of our course, but at every step of the way.


By faith you became Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him--by giving and taking. You are to give all,--your heart, your will, your service,--give yourself to Him to obey all His requirements; and you must take all,--Christ, the fullness of all blessing, to abide in your heart, to be your strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper,--to give you power to obey.


A life in Christ is a life of restfulness. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there should be an abiding, peaceful trust. Your hope is not in yourself; it is in Christ. Your weakness is united to His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but look to Christ. Let the mind dwell upon His love, upon the beauty, the perfection, of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love --this is the subject for the soul's contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into His likeness.


We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears. Say with the apostle Paul, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Galatians 2:20.


The disciples were men "subject to like passions as we are." James 5:17. They had the same battle with sin to fight. They needed the same grace, in order to live a holy life.


When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.


All that Christ was to the disciples, He desires to be to His children today; for in that last prayer, with the little band of disciples gathered about Him, He said, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word." John 17:20.  

     Jesus prayed for us, and He asked that we might be one with Him, even as He is one with the Father. What a union is this! The Saviour has said of Himself, "The Son can do nothing of Himself;" "the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works." John 5:19; 14:10. Then if Christ is dwelling in our hearts, He will work in us "both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Philippians 2:13. We shall work as He worked; we shall manifest the same spirit. And thus, loving Him and abiding in Him, we shall "grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ." Ephesians 4:15.

WORKING FOR CHRIST

Wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blessing.  Love to Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessing and uplifting of humanity. It will lead to love, tenderness, and sympathy toward all the creatures of our heavenly Father's care.

     The Saviour's life on earth was not a life of ease and devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the manger to Calvary He followed the path of self-denial and sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful travels and exhausting care and labor. He said, "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28.


So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice, that others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. They will do all they can to make the world better for their stay in it. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace.


The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, stability, and Christlike loveliness to the character, and brings peace and happiness to its possessor. The aspirations are elevated. There is no room for sloth or selfishness. Those who thus exercise the Christian graces will grow and will become strong to work for God. They will have clear spiritual perceptions, a steady, growing faith, and an increased power in prayer. Those who thus devote themselves to unselfish effort for the good of others are most surely working out their own salvation.  


The church of Christ is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. Its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests upon all Christians. Everyone, to the extent of his talent and opportunity, is to fulfill the Saviour's commission. The love of Christ, revealed to us, makes us debtors to all who know Him not. God has given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon them.

Next Sabbath we will conclude the part of this series regarding the question, “What Must I Do to be Saved?” Then we will deal with the second part of this series on “Overcoming.” Since Satan’s goal is to get you back into a lost condition, we need to know what the scripture tells us on being victorious Christians.

Let us pray …  
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