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Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
        “Righteousness by Faith” 
The Sermon title is, “Righteousness by Faith.” This is a subject that God has made very simple in concept to understand and yet it is one that many Seventh-day Adventists have difficulty understanding. 
Shall we invite God’s presence so as to enlighten our understanding…
Two weeks ago I asked how many could stand before the church and give a good explanation of “Righteousness by Faith.” To my surprise and shock, I might add, no one raised their hand.
So the question is what is righteousness by faith? Let us understand this from two perspectives. First as we see our righteousness, and then as God sees it.

Just as the church of Laodicea, that period of church history that we are now in, sees itself as rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing, God sees it as wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind and naked.
So it is that in our own eyes as we begin to examine ourselves, we tend to fall into this old pattern as we do a self inventory. I keep Sabbath holy as I prepare to welcome Sabbath in song and prayer. I am very careful to keep my conversation beyond reproach. I pay my tithe on all my increase and I am generous in my giving to areas of need. In addition to keeping the Sabbath, I meticulously keep the other nine commandments. During the week, I set a very good example even as I have to mingle with those who are the unrighteous of this world. I thank God that I am righteous and not as one of those. 
What is the disease that this poor pilgrim is afflicted with? This person has a severe case of pharisaical “I” trouble. All of us may not be this extreme in our self analysis, but we tend to lean this way at times.
Now let’s see how God sees our righteousness. Isaiah 64:6, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;…”
When I first heard that description I thought of the time I worked in a gas station. By the way, years ago, gas stations were the place to go to get oil changes, lubrications and to have repairs done. Does anyone remember that? Well we had a corner where we would throw the dirty, greasy rags. That’s how I pictured my righteousness as that stack of dirty greasy rags. Is that how God sees our righteousness? NO! God is more graphic. He wants us to really understand what our righteousness is like. Those dirty, greasy rags can be cleaned and used again. To see our righteousness as God sees it let’s understand how theses Hebrew words, filthy rags are defined.   

Rags – is taken from the Hebrew word #899 - beged (begh’-ed) and it means a cloth covering.
Filthy - is taken from the Hebrew word #5708 – ‘ed (ayd) and it means the menstrual flow.  
So, God sees our righteousness as a piece of cloth that has been saturated by the menstrual flow and is meant to be discarded. Our righteousness is not to be cleaned up and somehow improved; no it is to be discarded and replaced by something we have no power or control to do for ourselves. It would be like us trying to straighten a branch of a tree. The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 7:13 “Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?”  
Righteousness by the secular dictionary agrees with the Biblical definition, which is living and doing that which is right and just. The natural man may live and do what is right but only as a forensic act, since it is not natural to unselfishly do what is right. He learns for the sake of expediency to do what is right for his selfish interests. He obeys the laws because to do so he avoids pain and loss. The natural man, who chooses to live right as society defines right, behaves in such a way so as to reward his own goals, ambitions and aspirations. Therefore the righteousness of the natural man is directed inward, and self is the object of his goodness. 

I want to give you two views on righteousness accepted in Adventism today. The first is the position of those who embrace the new theology. In order to keep their cherished sins, they declare that righteousness is merely a legal (forensic) transaction in heaven, with no actual change in character, thoughts or actions here on earth. The new theology teaches that we cannot escape from sin in this life, that God is not powerful enough to do it, and that He does not intend that we do so. He will clean us up at His second coming. Therefore, it is claimed that we can only have a pretended righteousness, not real actual righteousness. 

The converted man dies to self and his righteousness is no longer natural to him. It comes from outside of himself, which means it is imputed to him. So the historic Seventh-day Adventist position on righteousness by faith means to do right things by faith in and through the enabling grace of Christ. 
When we initially come to Christ, repent of our sins, and accept Him as our Savior, we are accounted as righteous. Then we arise, and in His strength, begin to live righteously.
Notice in the following Bible examples, that righteousness is closely associated with ones actions. 
Hebrews 11:7 “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.”
Genesis 15:6 “And he (Abraham) believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” James 2:23 “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”
Romans 8:10 “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”
Psalm 119:172 “…all thy commandments are righteousness.”
Deuteronomy 6:25 “And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.”
James 3:17, 18 “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.”
Ephesians 5:8-11 “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.”
1 Timothy 4:11-16 “But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:”
1 Peter 2:24 “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.”

1 John 3:7, 8 “Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil; …”

1 John 3:10 “In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”
 I want to close with a few key Spirit of Prophecy quotes:
First from {COL 312} “Righteousness is right doing, and it is by their deeds that all will be judged. Our characters are revealed by what we do. The works show whether the faith is genuine.”
6 BC 1073 “Righteousness is obedience to the law. The law demands righteousness, and this the sinner owes to the law; but he is incapable of rendering it. The only way in which he can attain to righteousness is through faith. By faith he can bring to God the merits of Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the sinner's account. Christ's righteousness is accepted in place of man's failure, and God receives, pardons, justifies, the repentant, believing soul, treats him as though he were righteous, and loves him as He loves His Son. This is how faith is accounted righteousness.” (RH Nov. 4, 1890).

The new theology teaches that we cannot escape from sin in this life, but listen to this SOP quote from SC 61 “Righteousness is defined by the standard of God's holy law, as expressed in the ten precepts given on Sinai. That so-called faith in Christ which professes to release men from the obligation of obedience to God, is not faith, but presumption.”
And finally from 1 SM 366-367 “But while God can be just, and yet justify the sinner through the merits of Christ, no man can cover his soul with the garments of Christ's righteousness while practicing known sins, or neglecting known duties. God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the soul.  {1SM 366.1}” “Without the grace of Christ, the sinner is in a hopeless condition; nothing can be done for him; but through divine grace, supernatural power is imparted to the man, and works in mind and heart and character. It is through the impartation of the grace of Christ that sin is discerned in its hateful nature, and finally driven from the soul temple. It is through grace that we are brought into fellowship with Christ, to be associated with Him in the work of salvation. Faith is the condition upon which God has seen fit to promise pardon to sinners; not that there is any virtue in faith whereby salvation is merited, but because faith can lay hold of the merits of Christ, the remedy provided for sin. Faith can present Christ's perfect obedience instead of the sinner's transgression and defection. When the sinner believes that Christ is his personal Saviour, then, according to His unfailing promises, God pardons his sin, and justifies him freely. The repentant soul realizes that his justification comes because Christ, as his substitute and surety, has died for him, is his atonement and righteousness.”
What is faith? Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
What is righteousness? Right living.

Whose righteousness must we have in the judgment? The righteousness of Christ.

How do we obtain the righteousness of Christ? By faith.

All right then, what is righteousness by faith? 
It is believing in the imputed righteousness of Christ through divine grace and the imparted power allowing Christ to live His perfect life in and through us. 

What then is the evidence of one who has the righteousness of Christ? The fruit of the Spirit, which is Galatians 5:22-25 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”  

Ephesians 5:9, 10 “(For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.”
      Shall we pray…
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