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March 31, 2012

Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Safe But Not Sound”
Let us pray… 


A few weeks ago God gave me a sermon title for the sermon I delivered on March 17th titled, “Who Are You, Really? I had no idea where it was going until a couple days before when it seemed to come all at once. After the sermon, several told me that that sermon really hit home. I wondered if everyone had the same thought, as it hit home with me as well. God does that you know. We miss the point entirely if we think such a sermon applies to someone else. 


Today’s sermon is titled, “Safe But Not Sound,” but I guess it could be sub-titled, “Who Are You Really?” Part 2, as there is a connection. Hopefully some if not all should identify with parts in today’s revelation. If any part of today’s sermon speaks to your heart, then listen to the Holy Spirit’s urging as your soul is important to the Father who gave His Son for your salvation. Next week, the sermon title is “God is on Trial,” and may very well be sub-titled “Who Are You Really?” Part 3.

“Safe But Not Sound.” What does that mean? We often hear people use the expression ‘safe and sound.’ Many of the expressions people use have had their origins in antiquity, but we still use them. For example the expression ‘beat around the bush’.  Someone who doesn’t get to the point is said to ‘beat around the bush’. The origin of this phrase is from hunting, and more specifically from the hunting of boars. The boar is a ferocious animal and it often hides in the undergrowth where beaters are employed and ordered to go straight in to chase it out. But very much aware, and afraid, of the animals’ sharp tusks, they much preferred to merely ‘beat around the bush’ a practice strongly disapproved of by their masters.

Is ‘safe and sound’ also a literary quotation? Not really, rather it is just a customary phrase. "Sound" herein used means "whole, undamaged". Anybody can see that while it's good to come out of a dangerous situation safe, it's even better to come out of it both safe and sound. If we came home from a long vacation, we might report to relatives and friends that we are home, safe and sound.

But Pastor Vaughn, your sermon title is ‘Safe but not Sound.’ What do you mean? Thank you for asking and if you are patient, I will get to that point. In spite of the fact that I have never coveted to be a pastor, this is the tenth year that I am handling the task of a shepherd. Victory has not had a real pastor these ten years, just a caretaker, but by God’s grace that day may yet come. This small struggling church has been under attack throughout its brief history. I have promised the Lord to be vigilant in this struggle, and to resist any predators that may choose to attack it, from without or from within. I have a deep concern for the salvation of souls as I pray everyone here has also. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  Does this not tell us that God yearns for the salvation of all? Yes we know that most in the world and some in the church are making choices to be lost, but God still wants them to be released from Satan’s grip and find salvation. Should we therefore not yearn also for the salvation of all? Including those we may not care deeply for; even those we would label our enemies? 

Didn’t Jesus say in Matthew 5:44 “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” Aren’t we flesh and blood human beings?  Yes we are! Then explain to me  how a flesh and blood human being is able to love one that is easier to hate. An enemy has to be one that has inflicted pain upon us directly or indirectly, physically or emotionally and suffering has been the result. 

A mother learned the tragic news that her straight “A” high school senior daughter, who has received scholarships to a number of colleges, has been killed in a traffic accident, by a drunk driver who ran a red light. This child of promise with her whole life ahead of her, snuffed out by a careless, drunken high school dropout. How would it be possible for this mother to love this enemy who has wounded her heart with unimaginable pain? She can choose to hate this man, maybe even seek somehow to get revenge. She could wish that he would die a thousand excruciating deaths, but hate will destroy her and she could easily be his second victim.

What led this man to turn to one of the most deadly of drugs, alcohol? The legal drug that has destroyed so many families directly with the physical and emotional abuse he afflicts on those he is supposed to love; or indirectly with the emotional pain inflicted on the family of that high school senior I just mentioned.


When a man or woman may consent to using a legal drug such as alcohol, caffeine, colas, and all caffeinated beverages like Mountain Dew or any toxic prescription drug as almost all are toxic or the illegal drugs such as marijuana, heroin, cocaine, methamphetamime, crack cocaine, LSD, ecstasy, opium, PCP or whatever name or street name the mind altering substance has been given, and I just recited a short list, they have in effect removed a spiritual barricade that protects the mind from unwanted intrusion and thereby given consent for demonic possession. Don’t you realize the battle is for your mind and therefore your worship?  

In many cases when a person gets a prescription drug, there is a long list of side effects. One of the popular drugs to quit smoking is Chantix. In the listed side effects death can be the result in more ways than one. Tuesday I went to an ear nose and throat doctor and he determined I needed Nasenex nasal spray and gave me a sample with his prescription. He never looked in my throat, and determined my eustachian tube is blocked. I need to spray each nostril twice, two times a day. When I got home I read the side effects. It said that it may cause glaucoma. I already have glaucoma. If I used that spray it could possibly worsen the condition. The Spirit of Prophecy has told us “Nothing should be put into the human system that will leave a baleful influence behind.” {MM 228.3} Baleful influences are side effects. In another place inspiration wrote, “Drugs never cure disease; they only change its form and location. . . . When drugs are introduced into the system, for a time they seem to have a beneficial effect. A change may take place, but the disease is not cured. It will manifest itself in some other form. . . . The disease which the drug was given to cure may disappear, but only to reappear in a new form, such as skin diseases, ulcers, painful, diseased joints, and sometimes in a more dangerous and deadly form. . . . Nature keeps struggling, and the patient suffers with different ailments, until there is a sudden breaking down in her efforts, and death follows.”-- {HL 243.3}

Under the influence of any drug, legal or illegal, the person chooses their master, but it is not Christ. It is not that they do not want Christ in their life, it is just that by choosing to indulge that which is a forbidden substance, they have given the control of their life over to the powers of darkness. For the majority of substance abusers or those on addictive prescription drugs, they may never be freed from their tormentors and will as surely be lost as any child of the wicked one has ever been. Once on the addiction road that leads to destruction, the multitudes have but few survivors. That road is the one leading to the unpardonable sin, as the Holy Spirit is seriously grieved in the process. Lifesaving counsel has refused.


God’s word is clear in regards to substance abuse, as we know that any such indulgence has extreme deleterious effects on the mind, the body, including the heart and circulatory system, as well as the digestive and nervous systems and the sensitive hard working organs of the body like the kidneys. God has promised in 1 Corinthians 3:17 “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which [temple] ye are.” Yes every substance I previously mentioned are the forbidden fruit of this age including the lesser addictions such as coffee, caffeinated beverages and chocolate. Why do I say it is forbidden? Because it defiles the body temple.  Does any man or woman have the right to abuse their body? If they are given to Christ, the answer is a resounding NO. Scripture says in 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”  You are a tenant of God’s property. By your lifestyle and choices do you “… therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's?”

The great controversy between Christ and Satan began in heaven over 6,000 years ago. It has always been a battle for the mind. Satan and his agents use mind manipulation and force. There is no lack in his arsenal of weapons. Any man who is not completely surrendered to Christ, will obey the will of Satan. The fruit is what clearly shows who is in control. If Christ is in control, the character will exhibit love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, patience, kindness, yes they will reflect the image of God fully. But when they have surrendered their will to the evil one the fruit exhibited will be anger, irritability, impatience, hostility, paranoia, hate, mood swings, irrational behavior, pride, a controlling nature, quick to tell lies, hasty to blame others for their sorrowful predicament and they will almost always demand to have their own way. Proverbs 13:15 says, “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors [is] hard.”

IF in these two lists you find that you have traits of character in both lists, then you have a work to do for Jesus said in Matthew 6:24 “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”  Mammon in this case would be anything that has chosen to be made a god in one’s life. Such a god would receive your worship by getting your time, money and attention.


Pastor Vaughn, are you saying I should not eat chocolate or drink coffee? God’s word is clear, but He allows you to be the sole arbiter as to what you put in the temple He lays claim to. It’s not like we have not been warned.

We are going to have communion today. I pray that all have been making soul preparation this week. No one should ever take communion with unforgiven sin on their record.


Listen, I need to break this down for you and make it simple. The plan of salvation must of necessity include not only forgiveness of sin, but a complete restoration. Salvation from sin is more than forgiveness of sin. 


Forgiveness of sin, or justification, is conditioned upon a clean break with that sin, so that the life of Jesus is imputed to your life’s record. Sanctification is a separation from sin and indicates deliverance from its power and victory over it. The first, justification, is a means to neutralize the effect of sin; while the second, sanctification, is an imparting of power for complete victory.

Sin, like a debilitating disease, leaves a person feeling weak, despondent and disheartened. He or she has little control of their mind, their will fails them, and with the best of intentions, they are unable to do what they know to be right. One in the tight grip of a sinful indulgence has surrendered control to another power and is unable to do what they know to be right. They begin to feel hopeless. They know that they themselves are to blame and remorse fills their soul. To their bodily ailment is added a tortured conscience. They know that they have sinned and that they are to blame. Will no one take pity?

Then comes the gospel. The good news of the gospel is preached to their soul, Isaiah 1:18. “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

What good news; they are forgiven, they are saved. What a wonderful deliverance. Their minds are at rest. No longer do they possess that tormenting conscience. Then they read in Micah 7:19, “He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” 

Their hearts well up with praise to their God for His grace, mercy and goodness towards them.


We have seen recently on the news about a crippled cruise ship where a fire broke out and disabled the boat in pirate infested waters. It was on a Monday aboard the Costa Allegra, where more than 1,000 passengers and crew had no engine power, no air conditioning and no running water. They even began to lower the life boats and panic was setting in. But then the fire was put out and calm was restored. The climate was hot and patience was thin. No electric at night, no showers to clean their sweat soaked bodies. Toilets were overflowing and conditions were miserable to say the least. A nagging fear of pirates concerned many. The average age of the passengers was 55.


Finally, three days later, the ship limped into the port at Victoria, Seychelles. The Seychelles is a chain of white-sand resort islands with a population of just 87,000.
 
We could say that the ship was now safe, but not sound. We can also say that forgiven sinners are “saved” but not sound. Repairs will need to be made on the ship before it can be pronounced seaworthy.

And likewise, forgiven sinners need reconstruction before they are fully restored. This process of restoration is called sanctification, and includes in its finished product, body, soul and spirit. When the work is finished, the man or woman is “holy,” completely sanctified and restored to the image of God. 

In the Bible, both the process and the finished work are spoken of as sanctification. For this reason, the “brethren” are spoken of as holy and sanctified, though they have not attained to perfection. Hebrews 3:1 “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;”

1 Corinthians 1:2 “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called [to be] saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:”

As you go through the Epistles to the Corinthians, it doesn’t take long to realize that these people had many faults. Despite this, they are said to be holy brethren, sanctified and called to be saints. The reason is that complete sanctification is not the work of a day, or of a year. Sanctification is the work of a lifetime. It begins the moment a person is converted and continues throughout their life.

There are many Christians who have gained the mastery over some sin that greatly annoyed them and often overcame them. Many a man and woman who had been a slave to alcohol or tobacco has conquered the habit and rejoices in the victory, as so recently our brother McCoy has testified. Cigarettes have ceased to be a temptation to him and have lost their attraction. On that point he is sanctified. As he has been victorious over one besetment, so he is to be victorious over every sin, and so this is true of each person no matter what the besetment is. When the work is completed, when each individual has gained the victory over any addicting substance such as caffeine, alcohol or drugs, when they have conquered the deadly sin of pride, ambition and love of the world, over everything evil, then they will be ready for translation. They will have been tried in all points. The evil one has come to him and found nothing. Satan has no more temptations for him as he has overcome them all. He stands without fault before the throne of God. Christ places His seal on him. He is safe and sound. God has finished His work in him. The demonstration of what God can do with humanity is complete.

We are to remember that human beings are fallible and erring, and that He who has all power is our strong tower of defense. In every emergency we are to feel that the battle is His. His resources are limitless, and apparent impossibilities will make the victory all the greater. Victory is always possible when self gets out of the way.
Shall we pray…
