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Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 5:48. This is a command of Jesus, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Why did Jesus command this? Listen! Can less than perfect stand before God’s throne? How can we become perfect? Only by being emptied of self and clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness. The sanctified life is a moment by moment walk in a constant attitude of prayer.

Now let’s go to 1 Peter 1:15, 16. It states, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Peter is quoting Moses in Leviticus 19:2 which says, “Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.
Back now to Leviticus 11:45 as we are going to read a scripture that is written for us in 2009. “For I [am] the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt (What is Egypt to us? worldliness), up out of the land of Egypt to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I [am] holy. If God brought us up out of the world, what does that require of us? He brought us up and out. When we are baptized we come up and out a new creature.
Now let’s look at several more commands that Moses wrote under inspiration, first in Leviticus 20:7 “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I [am] the LORD your God.” Command or suggestion?
Second in Leviticus 20:26 “And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD [am] holy, and have severed you from [other] people, that ye should be mine.” Command or suggestion?
Third in Numbers 15:40 “That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.” This is amazing for this scripture states that God’s people will do all Ten Commandments, not nine, and it begins with the same word as in the 4th that the Christian world forgets.
Psalm 29:2; 96:9 “Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” “O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.”
Let’s now look at what Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 7:1, "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." Would it say that if it were not possible? God is holiness and we are commanded to perfect holiness. However, perfecting holiness is impossible in a life not fully surrendered.
Listen to the servant of the Lord Early Writings page 71, “Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.” {EW 71.2} Here is the reason that we are commanded to perfect holiness for without it we cannot be saved.
Hebrews 12:14 makes it crystal clear, “Follow peace with all [men], and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:”
Paul states in 1 Thessalonians 4:7 “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” That said how is it that any Christian can continue in uncleaness or sin?

Peter reminds us in 2 Peter 3:14 "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless."

We have been commanded by God to be perfect and we have been commanded to be holy. How does this happen? Spirit of Prophecy answers in the first volume of Testimonies Page 340, “Jesus sits as a refiner and purifier of His people; and when His image is perfectly reflected in them, they are perfect and holy, and prepared for translation. A great work is required of the Christian. We are exhorted to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Here we see where the great labor rests. There is a constant work for the Christian.” {1T 340.4}

Now listen to this from Sons and Daughters of God page 155, “Be ye holy; for I am holy. 1 Peter 1:16.  {SD 155.1}

     With our limited powers we are to be as holy in our sphere as God is holy in His sphere.”  {SD 155.2}

    Jesus said in Matthew 7:24, 25, “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:” What is the house that is to be built upon a rock? The house is the character. And what is the rock? Jesus.

  Then Jesus says in verse 25, “And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.”  

 Still Sons and Daughters of God page 155 “God expects us to build characters in accordance with the Pattern set before us. We are to lay brick upon brick, adding grace to grace, finding our weak points and correcting them in accordance with the directions given. When a crack is seen in the walls of a mansion, we know that something about the building is wrong. In our character building, cracks are often seen. Unless these defects are remedied, the house will fall when the tempest of trial beats upon it.”  

She continues “In our character building we must build on Christ. He is the sure foundation--a foundation which can never be moved. The tempest of temptation and trial cannot move the building which is riveted to the Eternal Rock. He who would grow into a beautiful building for the Lord must cultivate every power of the being. It is only by the right use of the talents that the character can develop harmoniously. Thus we bring to the foundation that which is represented in the Word as gold, silver, precious stones--material that will stand the test of God's purifying fires.”  {SD 155.5}

So, we have been commanded to be Holy, now listen to how the SOP defines holiness, “Holiness is . . . an entire surrender of the will to God; it is living by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God; it is doing the will of our heavenly Father; it is trusting God in trial, in darkness as well as in light; it is walking by faith and not by sight; it is relying on God with unquestioning confidence, and resting in His love.” {SD 155.6}
That just said that “Holiness is . . . an entire surrender of the will to God…” Who heard partial surrender? Surrender of the will to God? Who is in control of your will? Are you doing God’s will in every area of your life? Or maybe you might say, nobody is going to tell me what to wear, ridiculous dresses down to my ankles, I will wear short dresses and pants suits and I will wear what I want to wear as long as it’s neat and clean. Cosmetics and jewelry? I will wear cosmetics but I will just wear it faintly and as far as jewelry I will wear my wedding ring and nobody is going to tell me what to wear not even God or the Bible.
1 Timothy 2:9 is clear, “In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; …” Well then I will just wear my wedding band. Is that an entire surrender of the will?
Television? No one is going to tell me what I can or can’t watch on TV, after all, it doesn’t affect me, I’m still the same person; therefore I will watch what I want to watch.
Did anyone catch the words, “I Will?” Where in the Bible have you heard that before? Who spoke those words? Does the profession of the person I just described sound like one whose will is surrendered and whose house is built upon a rock? Can a righteous person use those two words, I will, in a holy way? Yes as Psalm 101:2, 3 does in this matter of television. “I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes:” Is this scenario of I will, surrendered or not? Surrendered; he’s not saying I will watch what I want, he’s saying I will set no evil before my eyes.
Although Moses was given a message for Ancient Israel, it is a very timely message for our generation of modern Israel that seeks to be holy and it is found in Deuteronomy 10:12, 13. Let us read it together, “And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?”  Here we have 6 things that the Lord requires of those who are called His people. Let’s dissect if you will;
#1. “… to fear the LORD thy God …” What is this fear? This fear is one of honor and respect, a reverential awe if you will;
#2. “… to walk in all his ways …” Deuteronomy 28:9 “The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways.”  Psalm 119:3 “They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.”
#3. “… and to love him …” Why should we love Him? Because He is our Creator. Acts 17:28 says “For in him we live, and move, and have our being;…” David says in Psalm 139:14, “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made:…” Why should we love Him? John says in 1 John 4:19, “We love him, because he first loved us.”
#4. “… to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, …” The highest form of service to God is found in the command in Deuteronomy 6:5 “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” Jesus Himself quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 in Matthew 22:37, 38 and said that this is the first and great commandment.
    #5. “To keep the commandments of the LORD, …” Numbers 15:40 says “That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.”

The wise man Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this [is] the whole [duty] of man.” On top of Mt. Sinai Jesus wrote with His finger in stone in the second commandment Exodus 20:6 “… And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” Then as a man He spoke in John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments,” He quoted in voice what He wrote in stone.
#6. “… and his statutes, …” God requires that modern Israel keep His statutes. So what are these statutes God requires of His people today constituting holiness? 
A. Baptism – In John 3:5 “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
B. Footwashing – Jesus commanded in John 13:14 “If I then, [your] Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.”
C. Communion – When Paul was giving the account of that first holy communion, and what Jesus had instructed in 1 Corinthians 11:26 “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.” 
D. Health Reform – Which we find in the first angel’s message in Revelation 14:7, “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him …” And how do we give God glory? 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; 10:31 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which [temple] ye are.” “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” We study and continue to study the 8 laws of health and if we are living in violation of any of those 8 laws, we rob God of the glory due Him and we sabotage our own efforts to be a holy people.
In summary we have these 6 things that God requires of His people seeking holiness, again Deuteronomy 10:12, 13. Let us read it together, “And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but #1. to fear the LORD thy God, #2. to walk in all his ways, #3. and to love him, #4. and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, #5. To keep the commandments of the LORD, #6. and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?”  
Listen with your understanding to this from the servant of the Lord, “I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.”  {EW 71.1} What did I just read? Listen again, “Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.” Did you hear the word partially? No, it said fully. The half-converted will never see God until they have a total surrender of the will. Going on she wrote, 
     “I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of "refreshing" and the "latter rain" to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! That time of trouble is almost upon us. Going on, They had neglected the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. … I saw that none could share the "refreshing" unless they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.” {EW 71.2}
Let’s get back to the character or the house we are building. In every action, every thought or every word we speak, we are either demonstrating the characteristics of Christ or Satan; which leads me to another obstacle to holiness. Can I please have your ears and your eyes? We are taking communion today and I fear there are those among us that have spiritual heart disease. Now as I explain this, I want you to think inwardly and ask yourself this question, “Is there any person, man or woman, brother or sister in the faith, in this church, who I have a problem with?” This is serious brothers and sisters. Now that problem can range from a mild dislike to a strong dislike and resentment. It could be that you do not want to talk to that person and refuse to even answer their questions. It may even be the case that you would talk about that person to another brother or sister in a negative way without that person being present. If that is true of even one individual, then Satan has control of your heart and to deny that is to be self-deceived. The most seemingly holy person can become an agent for Satan in the church, by such behavior. Jesus does not reign in the heart of the whisperers and the backbiters. He never gave such an example to follow. Any such action is an action of hate. And in 1 John 4:20, 21 we read “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.” Before you take communion today, during the ordnance of humility, make things right with the person you have wronged.
Let me also ask you this, Is there a person that you know that can honestly say, “I have never heard Brother A or Sister B ever say an unkind word about anyone.” Let me ask that question in a different way, can God say, “I have never heard Brother A or Sister B ever say an unkind word about anyone.”
Jesus said in Matthew 12:36, 37 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” We must watch our words … for the idle words are recorded and carry the weight of sin, for the scripture just said that idle words can cause condemnation. Of those we need forgiveness!
1 Peter 1:15, 16 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”  
In closing I want us to look at and understand 1 Peter 1:22 “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:” Unfeigned means not pretended, but genuine and sincere.  

And finally, let us look at the declaration that Jesus will make when probation for this world comes to an end and He ceases His role as High Priest and mediator in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary. The period of probation is the time granted to all to prepare for the day of God. If any neglect the preparation, and heed not the faithful warnings given, they will be without excuse.  Revelation 22:11 “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still (An unjust person according to Strongs is one who actively does wrong morally, socially or physically; hurts, injures, or offends): and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still (filthy is anyone who is dirty morally or they have unrepented and therefore  unforgiven sin; and unfortunately this will be the condition of many sleeping Seventh-day Adventists) and he that is righteous (the righteous are the justified), let him be righteous still: and he that is holy (the holy are sanctified), let him be holy still.” With this declaration, it is eternally too late to obey the command, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
 “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts,…” Hebrews 3:7, 8
Let us pray….
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