April 6, 2013

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “Saved and Overcoming” Part 4
Let us pray ….

In the last 3 parts of this series “Saved and Overcoming,” we had been focusing on the age old answers to the question, “What Must I do to be Saved.” In part 1 we showed conclusively that salvation is open to all as God is not willing that any should perish. We cited 26 scriptures that clearly state the whomsoever will.

We started outlining steps to salvation with the first two steps “Repentance” and “Confession.” In part 2 we covered two more steps “Consecration” and “Faith and “Acceptance.” We also started the step on the “Test of Discipleship” which we concluded in part 3 along with two more steps, “Baptism” and “Growing up into Christ.” Today we will conclude the portion of the series on the steps to salvation with 2 important points, “A Knowledge of God” and “The Necessity and Privilege of Prayer.” Then we will cover the next most important part, “Overcoming.” We know that it is Satan’s studied object to cause any saved person to be lost and he will not let up until he has accomplished his goal. We begin this week with:
A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

The Bible was not written for the scholar alone; on the contrary, it was designed for the common people. The great truths necessary for salvation are made crystal clear and none will mistake and lose their way except those who follow their own judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of God.

     We should not take the testimony of any man as to what the Scriptures teach, but should study the words of God for ourselves. If we allow others to do our thinking, we shall have crippled energies and contracted abilities. The noble powers of the mind may be so dwarfed by lack of exercise on themes worthy of their concentration as to lose their ability to grasp the deep meaning of the word of God. The mind will enlarge if it is employed in tracing out the relation of the subjects of the Bible, comparing scripture with scripture and spiritual things with spiritual.  

     There is nothing more calculated to strengthen the intellect than the study of the Scriptures. No other book is so potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to the faculties, as the broad, ennobling truths of the Bible. If God's word were studied as it should be, men and women would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability of purpose rarely seen in these times.


We cannot obtain wisdom without earnest attention and prayerful study. Some portions of Scripture are too plain to be misunderstood, but there are others whose meaning does not lie on the surface to be seen at a glance. Scripture must be compared with scripture. There must be careful research and prayerful reflection.
Never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Before opening its pages we should ask for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. The Spirit of truth is the only effectual teacher of divine truth. How must God esteem the human race, since He gave His Son to die for them and appoints His Spirit to be man's teacher and continual guide! Here is the next important step:
THE NECESSITY AND PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. When Jesus was upon the earth, He taught His disciples how to pray. He directed them to present their daily needs before God, and to cast all their care upon Him. And the assurance He gave them that their petitions should be heard, is assurance also to us.  
     Jesus Himself, while He dwelt among men, was often in prayer. Our Saviour identified Himself with our needs and weakness, in that He became a suppliant, a petitioner, seeking from His Father fresh supplies of strength, that He might come forth braced for duty and trial. 
He is our example in all things. He is a brother in our infirmities, "in all points tempted like as we are;" but as the sinless one His nature recoiled from evil; He endured struggles and torture of soul in a world of sin. His humanity made prayer a necessity and a privilege. He found comfort and joy in communion with His Father. And if the Saviour of men, the Son of God, felt the need of prayer, how much more important should it be for feeble, sinful mortals such as we to feel the necessity of fervent, constant prayer. The SOP says, “Prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the boundless resources of Omnipotence.” RH 12/08/1904.

Without unceasing prayer and diligent watching we are in danger of growing careless and of deviating from the right path. Satan seeks continually to obstruct the way to the mercy seat, that we may not by earnest supplication and faith obtain grace and power to resist temptation.

     There are certain conditions upon which we may expect that God will hear and answer our prayers. One of the first of these is that we feel our need of help from Him. He has promised in Isaiah 44:3, "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground." Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the Spirit's influence, or God's blessing cannot be received.


If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions. Our own merit will never commend us to the favor of God. It is the worthiness of Jesus that will save us and His blood that will cleanse us; yet we have a work to do in complying with the conditions of acceptance.


Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. Hebrews 11:6 says, "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." Jesus said to His disciples in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." The question is, do we take Him at His word?  

     The assurance is broad and unlimited, and He is faithful who has promised. When we do not receive the very things we asked for, at the time we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears and that He will answer our prayers. We are so erring and short-sighted that we sometimes ask for things that would not be a blessing to us, and our heavenly Father in love answers our prayers by giving us that which will be for our highest good--that which we ourselves would desire if with vision divinely enlightened we could see all things as they really are. 
When our prayers seem not to be answered, we are to cling to the promise; for the time of answering will surely come, and we shall receive the blessing we need most. But to claim that prayer will always be answered in the very way and for the particular thing that we desire, is presumption.


God often supplies our needs, but not always our wants. Psalm 84:11 says, “…no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” 

If we take counsel with our doubts and fears, or try to solve everything that we cannot see clearly, before we have faith, perplexities will only increase and deepen. But if we come to God, feeling helpless and dependent, as we really are, and in humble, trusting faith make known our wants to Him whose knowledge is infinite, who sees everything in creation, and who governs everything by His will and word, He can and will attend to our cry, and will let light shine into our hearts. Through sincere prayer we are brought into connection with the mind of the Infinite.


Perseverance in prayer has been made a condition of receiving. We must pray always if we would grow in faith and experience. We are to be "instant in prayer," Romans 12:12 in order to "continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving." Colossians 4:2. Peter exhorts believers to be "sober, and watch unto prayer." 1 Peter 4:7. Paul directs, "In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." Philippians 4:6. "But ye, beloved," says Jude, "praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God." Jude 20, 21.


By calm, simple faith the soul holds communion with God and gathers to itself rays of divine light to strengthen and sustain it in the conflict with Satan. God is our tower of strength. Satan cannot overcome anyone whose heart is thus stayed upon God. We may close every door to impure imaginings and unholy thoughts by lifting the soul into the presence of God through sincere prayer.


We may keep so near to God that in every unexpected trial our thoughts will turn to Him as naturally as the flower turns to the sun.       Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears before God. You cannot burden Him; and you certainly cannot weary Him.


We need to praise God more as it states in Psalm 107:8, "for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men." Our devotional exercises should not consist wholly in asking and receiving. Let us not be always thinking of our wants and never of the benefits we receive. We do not pray any too much, but we are too sparing of giving thanks. We are the constant recipients of God's mercies, and yet how little gratitude we express, how little we praise Him for what He has done for us.


The Lord would have all His sons and daughters happy, peaceful, and obedient. Jesus says in John 14:27, "My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." Then in John 15:11 He said, "These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

This concludes the first part of the series on Saved and Overcoming. We have answered that age old question on “What Must I do to be Saved?” Now we want to study what the Bible tells us on “Overcoming.” Satan is not willing that any Christian should remain in a saved condition and it is his studied effort to win you back to his lost condition. This is how he indirectly punishes Christ, since he cannot deal with Him directly.

So being able to maintain a saved condition should be our constant goal by overcoming every temptation that Satan will put before us. Let us look at the advantages the overcomers have as listed in the seven churches of Revelation.
Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”
Smyrna – Revelation 2:11 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.”
Pergamos - Revelation 2:17 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.
Thyatira – Revelation 2:26 “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:”
Sardis – Revelation 3:5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”
Philadelphia – Revelation 3:12 “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.”
Laodicea – Revelation 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”

The following Scriptural references are connected with overcoming:

Psalm 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”
Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”
Psalm 78:7 “That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments:”
Psalm 119:10, 11 “With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”
Psalm 119:18 “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.”
Proverbs 28:13 “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”
Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
Isaiah 48:18 “O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:”
Jeremiah 6:16 “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.”
Ezekiel 36:26 “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.”
Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”
Matthew 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
Matthew 7:21 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
Matthew 11:29, 30 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Matthew 16:24 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”
Mark 9:23 “Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”
Luke 18:7, 8 “And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
Romans 3:31 “Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.”
Romans 6:1, 2 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”
Romans 7:12 “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”
Romans 8:2-4 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Romans 8:32 “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”
1 Corinthians 15:57 “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2 Corinthians 6:16 “And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”
2 Corinthians 10:5 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”
2 Corinthians 12:9, 10 “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”
Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
Galatians 6:14 “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”
Philippians 2:12, 13 “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”
Philippians 3:13, 14 “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

Colossians 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:”

1 Thessalonians 4:3 “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:”

1 Thessalonians 4:7 “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.”

1 Thessalonians 5:23 “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Timothy 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

James 2:17 “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”

James 2:22 “Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?”

James 4:7, 8 “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.”
1 Peter 1:3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

Next Sabbath we will conclude with part 5 of this series regarding the scriptures that give us confidence in “Overcoming.” Then we will look at the Spirit of Prophecy quotes on being overcoming, victorious Christians.

Let us pray …  
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