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Lesson Handout April 7, 2007              

Revelations Seven Churches – Part 2

Last week we studied the first two churches in the history of the Christian church.
    !                                                   !                                                                                                              ! 
31AD         Ephesus Church       100 AD                                       Smyrna Church                                      323 AD

Today we continue our study of Revelation’s seven churches with the third church found in Revelation chapter 2, and verse 12, the church in Pergamos. “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 
Pergamos or Pergamum was the period in church history from AD 323 to 538. AD 323 was when the Emperor Constantine was supposedly converted. It is called the church of compromise during an age of popularity. Pagans began flooding into the church as the church fathers made many concessions to attract the first day idol worshippers. Paganism and Christianity became interwoven. The two-edged sharp sword is the Word of the glorified Christ.

Verse 13 “I know thy works and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.” 

It was Pagan Rome that got its seat and authority from Satan and under Herod, tried to have Jesus killed as a child. (Revelation 12:1-4). When Pagan Rome became Papal Rome, it was still the place where Satan’s seat was. “…and thou holdest fast my name” This is of course Jesus speaking and His followers were called Christians. Antipas is two Greek words meaning (Anti) in place of (pas) pater or father. It is believed to mean a representative of the untold thousands who were martyred for their faith, because they would not bow their knee to the church at Rome.

Verse 14 “But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.”  

The analogy with Balaam suggests that there were some at Pergumum whose purpose was to divide and ruin the church by encouraging the church to practice things forbidden to Christians. A stumblingblock is something that trips up another person unaware. Balaam influenced Israel to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab, and to eat meat sacrificed to the Moabite gods. Numbers 25:1, 2 and 31:16. 

The blending of Paganism with Christianity produced a church that rapidly became a political-ecclesiastical institution and lost much of its spirituality.

 Verse 15 “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.” We mentioned this last week, the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes is even today, rampant in Christianity, teaching that the gospel of Christ has made the law of God of no effect; that by "believing" we are released from the necessity of being doers of the Word. But this is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which Christ so hated. Nicholas was one of the seven deacons who defected and taught the specious error, embraced by the church today. Some say that God’s Ten Commandment law was nailed to the cross, when it was the law of Moses that pertained to religious ceremony and animal sacrifice that was the law nailed to the cross.

Verse 16 & 17 “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”  

Repent is the sharp warning reflecting the grave spiritual condition of the church in that period the sword of my mouth Jesus typifies the type of punishment that will come if they do not repent.

He that hath an ear let him hear; is the call once again to heed the counsel given. Hearing the counsel is useless unless it brings about a change in the life according to the counsel given.

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, …” In view of John 6:31-34, it seems that John here intends manna to be symbolic of the victorious spiritual life one can live now in Christ who is the Bread of Life.

 “…and will give him a white stone…” One of the more common ancient customs was for a white stone or a black stone to be used by jurors to determine acquittal or conviction.
“… and in the stone a new name written…” In the Bible, a person’s name often stands for his character, and a new name would indicate a new character.

“… which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” The experience of spiritual rebirth, of the transformation of the character, can only be understood by personal experience and can not be understood by the unconverted.

Moving on we now will study the fourth church, starting in Revelation chapter 2, verse 18. Verse 18 reads, “And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;” 

The period of history covered by this church was from 538 AD to 1798 AD and was known as the church of darkness in an age of adversity. The message to Thyatira is particularly appropriate to the experience of the true church in the dark ages and the later middle ages. Since the scriptures were not available to the ordinary Christian, tradition was exalted in their place. Works was considered to be the means to salvation. An earthly human priesthood obscured the true and divine priesthood of Jesus.

“These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;” This title and description of the glorified Christ is drawn from Revelation 1:13-15. “And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.”

“… his eyes like unto a flame of fire, …” emphasizes the brightness of His countenance and the intensity of His gaze. “… and his feet are like fine brass;” Brass would have been fired in a furnace so the feet would look like they had been subject to intense heat. We can conclude the furnace of trials and afflictions.

Verse 19 reads, “I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.” Charity, or Agape love, and faith were the inner basis for the outward expression of service and patience. “…and the last to be more than the first.” Jesus indicates here that in spite of the difficulties of the church of Thyatira, it is the only one of the seven that shows improvement.

Verse 20 “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” 
Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest (or permitted). The church was at fault not only because many openly submitted to apostasy, but also because no earnest effort was being made to check the course of evil.  

“…sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess…” As applied to the Thyatira period of church history from AD 538 to 1798, the figure of Jezebel represents the power that produced the great apostasy of the medieval centuries, namely the Papacy at Rome.

 “…to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.” This would represent an admixture of Paganism with Christianity and the process was greatly accelerated under Constantine and his successors. Medieval Christianity absorbed to a great extent, pagan forms, traditions and practices of worship.

 Verse 21 “And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.”  God extended the offer of forgiveness to the unrepentant prophetess for a considerable time, but was not willing to repent, rather she became bolder in apostasy.

  Verse 22 “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.” The sins of Jezebel and her lovers are essentially her sins for it is she who leads the church. The door of mercy had been extended by God, but it is her and her lovers who have cut themselves off from Him. There is a price to pay.  

Verse 23 “And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

Her children are the offspring of the mother who were contaminated by her evil character. Her offspring started in the 16th century reformation and would be called apostate Protestantism today, still following many of the false doctrines and traditions. Many of the true church however were sorely persecuted for their faith. 

  “…and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts…” The reins are the kidneys and was once thought to be the seat of one’s affections and emotions. The heart is the mind, meaning the intellect. Christ penetrates both the thoughts and emotions. His judgment is just because He sees and takes into consideration the inner most secrets of the heart.

Verse 24 “But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 

“But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira…” The rest would be the loyal believers and historically refers to the loyal groups throughout the middle ages who sought to remain loyal to the historic apostolic beliefs. Such groups were found within and without the formal framework of the Roman Catholic Church. Such groups as the Waldenses on the continent of Europe and the followers of Wyclif in England. “…as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan…” This doctrine is speaking of the false doctrine and teachings of Jezebel. The Gnostics were the only ones that claimed to know the deep things.

Verse 25 “But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.” The “blessed hope” of the soon coming of Christ, has ever been the stay of Christians enduring affliction and persecution. The counsel is to hold fast.

Verse 26 “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:”  

“…and keepeth my works unto the end, …” That is the works that reflect the character of Christ. These are in striking contrast with the “deeds” of those who ally themselves with Jezebel.

“…to him will I give power over the nations:” This connects with 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3 which reads, “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels?   

  During the millennium, God’s people will be able to do a careful investigation of the records of evil men and angels, so that every man will be convinced of the justice of God in the destruction of the wicked. They will not render decisions; they will however verify the validity of God’s decisions.

Verse 27 “And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.”  

The passage was taken from Psalms 2:9, “Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”

‘Rule’ is from the Greek word ‘poimaino’ and means to shepherd and to smite. To understand the phrase to rule them with a rod of iron, we look at the ancient shepherd’s rod, which had a double function. The crook on one end served to help and guide the sheep, while the heavy ferrule on the other end, a metal cap or ring to strengthen the rod, made it also a weapon of assault. It could repel and kill wild animals that would try to scatter and destroy the flock. In verse 26 we are talking about the time for the Good Shepherd to use the ‘rod of iron’ against the nations for the deliverance of His beleaguered flock on earth. His ruling or smiting the nations, with a rod of iron results in their extermination, not their government during the millennium as some believe.   

Verses 28 “And I will give him the morning star.” The morning star would be Jesus Christ Himself, as He clarifies that in Revelation 22:16. “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.”  

Revelation 2:29 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Once again, this is a serious call to all, to hear and to understand as it applies to eternal issues.

It is important to note that the Thyatira period, AD 538 to 1798, is characterized as the era of Papal supremacy, and it fulfilled the 1,260 year prophesied period that the Papacy would ascend to power in 538, and receive its deadly wound, Revelation 13:3, in 1798.
We will now look at the fifth church, starting in Revelation chapter 3. Verse 1 reads, “And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” 

The period of history covered by the church of Sardis was from 1798 AD to 1833 AD. The meaning of the name Sardis is uncertain, however there are three meanings that have been suggested: “that which remains;” “song of joy;” and “something new.” 

“These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars…” Seven is God’s number for perfection and the seven Spirits of God would be the Holy Spirit. The seven stars are the messengers, leaders or elders of the churches. “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” Here the name is the reputation. Hypocrisy characterized this church, which was not what it pretended to be. They had a name to live, but their works were destitute of the love of Jesus.

However he who deservedly bears the name of Christian, which signifies Christ-like, will be filled with piety and purity, with love and reverence for God and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent; and his spirit, his words, his actions, will all bear the impress of Heaven. Others will see that he has been with Jesus and learned of Him, His prayers will be simple and fervent, and will ascend to God on the wings of faith. Learning in the school of Christ, he will have a humble opinion of himself; and though he may be poor in this world's goods, he may be rich in the graces of God's Spirit, and may bless and enrich others by his spirit and influence, because Christ is in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. He will shed about him an atmosphere of hope and courage and strength, and will put to shame those who are worldly, selfish, formal professors, who have a name to live and are dead.

Professedly, the reformation churches had discovered what it means to live by faith in Jesus Christ, but for the most part they eventually lapsed into a state resembling, in certain ways, that of the organization from which they had withdrawn. Their name – Protestant – implied opposition to the abuses, errors and formalism of the Roman Catholic Church, and the name Reformation implied that none of these faults were to be found within the Protestant fold.

“…that thou livest, and art dead.” The sin of hypocrisy here calls forth from the Glorified Christ, His most unqualified rebuke. Rather than being ‘quickened’ or made alive in Jesus, as this church claimed to be, in reality, it was dead. Thinking men who found the avenues of independent theological thought closed to them by the rigid formulas of Protestant orthodoxy turned, in some instances, to the new philosophical rationalism. Rationalism’s presuppositions when applied to religion went far to encourage the spiritual coldness that characterized much of Protestantism in the many decades following the reformation.

Verse 2 “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.”   

Watchfulness is a Christian duty, but even in degenerate Protestantism there were certain things worth laboring to preserve. The spiritual life of Protestantism was dying, but the system was not yet dead.

Verse 3 “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”

This verse implies that not only had Sardis received the truth, but that she still had it – not all had been lost. That there was still hope is further indicated by the injunction to “hold fast.” So some Christians in the Sardis period had not backslidden. "Hold fast." This does not mean, Hold fast to your sins; but, Hold fast to the comfort, the faith, the hope, that God has given you in His Word. Never be discouraged. A discouraged man can do nothing. Satan is seeking to discourage you, telling you it is of no use to serve God, that it does not pay, and that it is just as well to have pleasure and enjoyment in this world. But "what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" You may have worldly pleasure at the expense of the future world; but can you afford to pay such a price?  

     We are to "hold fast" and live up to all the light we receive from heaven. Why? Because God wants us to grasp the eternal truth, and act as His helping hand by communicating the light to those who are not acquainted with His love for them. When you gave yourself to Christ, you made a pledge in the presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit--the three great personal Dignitaries of heaven. "Hold fast" to this pledge.

“If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.” Jesus used this warning in Matthew 24:43. At every phase of the history of the Christian church, it is imperative to be watching and ready for the second advent of Jesus.

Verse 4 “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.”  

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis” means there are some faithful persons, (names), in this period of Christian history. Therefore it is   represented as having in it a few faithful ones among the many who had become, as it were, careless and insensible of their obligations to God. "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy." Who is so favored as to be numbered among these few in Sardis? Are you? Am I? Who are among this number? Is it not best for us to inquire into this matter, in order that we may learn to whom the Lord refers when He says that a few have not stained their white robes of character?

Verse 5 “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.”  

I must repeat verse 5 for it is very important. Listen carefully, "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels." 
     If we would be overcomers, we must search our hearts to be sure that we are not cherishing anything that is offensive to God. If we are, we cannot wear the white raiment that is here promised. If we would stand before God in the white linen, which is the righteousness of the saints, we must now do the work of overcoming.  

     Christ says of the overcomer, "I will not blot out his name out of the book of life." The names of all those who have once given themselves to God are written in the book of life, and their characters are now passing in review before him. Angels of God are weighing moral worth. They are watching the development of character in those now living, to see if their names can be retained in the book of life. A probation is granted us in which to wash our robes of character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. Who is doing this work? Who is separating from himself sin and selfishness? "Ye are dead," says the apostle Paul of the true followers of Christ, "and your life is hid with Christ in God." When we are alive to God, we are dead to self. May God help us to die to self. Whose names will not be blotted out of the book of life? Only the names of those who have loved God with all the powers of their being, and their neighbors as themselves. 

“…but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” Jesus, the advocate, intercessor and great High Priest, wants to confess the name of His loyal followers before the Father and the holy angels. The broader and deeper purpose of the plan of redemption is to vindicate the character of God before the universe. Satan maligned the character of God and made a lot of false charges. He has been allotted the six thousand years to prove his case and has fully exposed the evil of his intentions.  

When Jesus presents His ransomed people before the throne of God, He thereby provides the angelic hosts with a convincing testimony, that the ways of God are just and true. They see the righteousness of God vindicated, alike in His “strange act” (Isaiah 29:21) of committing the unrepentant to destruction and in His pardon of sinners who accept His saving grace by faith.

Verse 6 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

Next week we will conclude our study of Revelation’s seven churches with the sixth church, starting in Revelation chapter 3, verse 7.
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