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As the New Theology teaching continues to spread throughout Christianity in general and our denomination in particular, the doctrine which states that we will go on sinning until Jesus comes, and that perfection of character is not only impossible, but that those who believe such are mere legalists. Well what is the truth? What did Jesus teach both by command and example? Can we be perfect in character?
Before we open our Bibles on this important subject,
Shall we pray….

Jesus said in John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
Were all the commandments Jesus speaks of in the Ten Commandments?

I say yes and no. Yes as far as if we were to sin, all sin can be traced to one or a combination of three elements, the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life, and therefore the violation would be under one or more of the Ten Commandments. 
We know that it was Jesus was on Mt. Sinai and that He wrote the Ten Commandments in stone with His finger. But the Ten Commandments did not contain all of the commandments Jesus spoke of in John 14:15 when He said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” There are many other commandments Jesus alluded to in that verse.
Some think that the direct command to love the Lord our God is within the first four commandments, but it is not there. By keeping the first four commandments we show our love for God, but nothing specific commands us to love Him. Rather we find the commandment to love God in Deuteronomy 6:5 “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” It is on this command that many of us fall woefully short. Let me repeat it, “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” How do we fall short? Conformity to the world.
However Paul tells us in  Romans 12:2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
What is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God? David tells us in Psalm 40:8, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” Is David speaking about the Ten Commandments? Yes he is. Is David speaking only about the Ten Commandments? I submit to you that God’s will for the transformation by the renewing of our minds would include all of God’s commands to literal and Spiritual Israel that were not nailed to the cross.

Jesus commanded in Matthew 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Would Jesus command us to do something that was impossible for us to do? No, He would not. Then why would Jesus command sinful flesh to be perfect? Could it be that since He came in the “…likeness of sinful flesh…” Romans 8:3, and was tempted in all points as Paul states in Hebrews 4:15 “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Could it be that Jesus wants us to understand that we can live without sinning? Some say He had the advantage because He was God. 

My Bible teaches me that we have a greater advantage than Jesus had. Now how can I say that? Simply because of the fact that since Jesus was God and Man, He could not use His divinity for His own benefit. All the power to overcome sin, had to come from above through much prayer, every morning. He had to meet all temptations in His humanity, otherwise He could not be our role model, our Savior. By example, He showed us how. How to live, how to love and how to escape temptation. How do we have a greater advantage than Jesus? Because we in our humanity, can use divinity to overcome all sin and temptation. 
We can use what Jesus could not. Peter alludes to it in 2 Peter 1: 3, 4 “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” We are not just given precious promises, but we are given great precious promises, and to really make us understand how great these promises are, the scripture says they are exceeding great and precious promises. Our faith will grow limitless when we believe them all. 

Our Savior brought this point home in Matthew 17:20, Jesus said, “…If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”  

Did Jesus mean for us to go to the Blue Ridge Mountains and start commanding the mountains to move? No, but in life we all have our problems that sometimes become mountains. Are we to believe that we can move or eliminate those problems? In our humanness and by worrying, we can prevent them from disappearing, many times making those problems to magnify. Why? I suggest that in trying times, we need a faith lift.

I will use an example as some here have financial problems. Do you wonder why it seems that your financial problems seem to have increased since you became an SDA? The answer could be in your lack of faithfulness in tithes and offerings. You may have convinced yourself that when you get straight financially, then you will begin tithing. God states His case plainly and we hear it week after week, Malachi 3:8 “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.” Listen to me brother and sister, if you keep one penny of tithe, you have stolen from your Creator and bring a curse upon yourself, as stated in verse 9, “Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me…” Tithing is a matter of faith. Here’s the promise if you’re faithful in verse 10, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now (God is saying test Me and see if I will honor My promise) and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” Some say I tried it a couple times and it did not work. God knows the motivation of your heart. If you tried tithing to get an immediate financial gain, there would be no blessing. But if you loved God supremely and learned that it was God’s will for you to tithe and give offerings, and you gave such with no blessings expected, that is mustard seed faith that will be blessed. If you however keep God’s tithe, you rob not only God but yourself and your family as well. Car repairs, medical costs, household bills, etc. all multiply, because the devourer of your finances is not restrained. Listen to God’s additional promise to the faithful in verse 11, “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.” God calls us to return His tithe and give our offerings.
In every area of our Christian life we can overcome by believing. John so stated in 1 John 5:4, “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” That is the secret to fulfill the command of Jesus to be perfect. When we came to Jesus we were justified and He imputed His righteousness to our account and we stood perfect before the throne of God, wearing the robe of Christ’s righteousness, and in our sanctified walk with Jesus, heaven imparts the power to live a victorious life daily.

Listen, temptation is not sin. It is an act of Satan to lead you into sinning. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
It has been said that an idle mind is the devil’s workshop, therefore a good reason to stay busy. When you have an evil thought, it is not sin. It was put there by the enemy of souls. But when you give life to the evil thought and you nourish it and you dwell on it, then it becomes your thoughts of evil, it becomes sin. The promises however can make us “…more than conquerors…” Romans 8:37, because of what Jesus, in love for us, did for us by example, and through the power from on high available to us all, we can overcome, we can live without sinning, we can be perfect. That’s not my opinion, nor is it conjecture, but rather it is God’s promise. Jesus wants to live His righteous life in you and through you. 
In your deeds and in your thoughts, Paul states in Philippians 2:5 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” And especially in our words, we can be holy beings. Peter gives heaven’s command in 1 Peter 1:15,16, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Holy beings do not sin. In 1 John 3:6,9 the Revelator makes it clear, “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”   
Some experience in their Christian walk what can best be described as a Yo-Yo experience, up and down, up and down. Some prayers are heard in heaven and other times, they do not even reach the ceiling. Why does this happen? It only happens when we choose to separate ourselves from God, by choosing to sin. In order to violate a commandment, whether it be by lying, stealing or through some sexual sin, we must quell the voice of the Holy Spirit as He brings the commandment to our hearing. But God’s word states in Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” Wilfully break God’s commandments and try to justify such action and our prayers are not heard.
Then again it could be by the silent, seemingly more acceptable sins like speaking of a brother or a sister in a way that does not uplift them. We don’t like to think of our evil surmising as evil, or gossip as sin, but brothers and sisters if you can’t speak well of your brethren, say nothing at all. If you are harboring bad feelings towards a sister or a brother and you do not make it right, that is sin or iniquity and the bible says, in Psalms 66:18 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:” Especially today as we are about to join together in the holy communion service, make things right with your sister, deal honestly with your brother, when we separate for the ordnance of humility. Peter said in 1 Peter 2:22, “…see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:”  
In closing brothers and sisters, the Remnant people of God are a holy people. Paul described them in Ephesians 5:27 as, “…a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”
Yes Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments,” and He said, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

1 John 2:6 “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” Listen to me, if our lives do not mirror the life of Jesus, we are as deceived as the self-righteous Pharisees. How could heaven be safe for Him to bring us, if we are not filled with the joy that is present in a Christ filled life? Anger, pride, resentment, evil surmising, lying, and a lack of love for any one of God’s people have no place in a surrendered Christian heart. Nor will there be a place in the New Jerusalem for those who have failed to overcome.
We need not be filled with the Luciferian characteristics that will make salvation impossible. How it breaks the heart of God to see His people that call themselves His people, behaving as those in the secular world. It just need not be. 

God’s message to Abraham in Genesis 17:1, when he was 90 years old is for us today, “…I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.”
Exceeding great and precious promises are for God’s people today. So often the benediction of Jude 24 says it all, “Now unto him that is able (God is able, it is a promise) Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, (Do you hear? He is able to keep you from falling. If you fall it’s your choice. It’s not God’s will, for He can keep you from falling) and (listen) and to present you faultless (what did it say? Faultless! That’s without sin, that’s perfect) and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy…” 
Shall we pray…
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