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The world at large for the most part, with contempt for God, has been failing on the issue of this generation’s final test of loyalty, and doing so in miserable proportions.  Sadly the majority of the Christian world at large is failing, at this point in the time of the end, and we know from God’s word that most will come up on God’s scale as “found wanting.” But how is it in God’s remnant church today? How is it with you? Are you failing God’s test of loyalty?

Shall we pray…

Our first parents were given a test of loyalty to their Creator. It wasn’t really a difficult task. There were many trees in the garden, lovely to look at and each a treat for the palate. But what made this test of loyalty, this tree so different? Was it taller in stature? I think not. Was the fruit different from other similar trees? No, I think to the eye it was very similar. Would the taste of the fruit be different? I think the taste would have been equal in comparison to other similar fruit trees. Then what made the difference? Let’s review what God said, in Genesis 2:16 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:”  (There you have the permission of God to eat of every tree, the only exception found in the next verse 17)
  2:17   “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  

Adam was clearly instructed that the immortality he was endowed with was conditional. God told him that the day that you eat of this tree, you will surely be subject to mortality. Even though Eve was created after God gave Adam this instruction, she was well aware of the condition…so what was there about the word “surely” that she failed to understand?
Turn in your Bibles to 1 John 2:16, the Bible says, “For all (How Much? ALL) For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. Every known sin of man can be traced to one, or a combination of two, or all three of these ingredients. If we in our hearts, yield to one of the three, compromise knocks and sin lies at the door, waiting your permission to allow entrance.
Now turn to Genesis 3:1-6 We read, “Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  

  3:2   And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:  

  3:3   But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  Was Eve clear on what God said? Yes she was. Going on,
  3:4   And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  
God said “in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” “the serpent said, Ye shall not surely die. With that cunning deception, the Great Controversy between Christ and Satan was underway, and the doctrine of Spiritualism was born. Continuing with the deception in verse 5:
  3:5   For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  
Next in verse 6, Eve is toppled by all three of the ingredients that lead to sin we had read in 1 John 2:16. Listen now: 
  3:6   And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, (food being the lust of the flesh) and that it was pleasant to the eyes, (the lust of the eyes) and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, (the pride of life) she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  
Make no mistake, that to be living here in 2005, without a fully surrendered life to Jesus, is certainly a double suicide, as those in the secular world will truly realize. But those in the Christian world who take a few selected scriptures, and base their shallow beliefs on the promises that were made to the obedient faithful, and with reckless abandon, continue to wallow in sin, deceived into thinking they will sin until Jesus comes, will hear those painful words of Jesus in Matthew 7:23 “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
And there is no question that as we enter these final days, if those who 
claim to be in Christ, but treat God’s word in a cafeteria style, choosing only those scriptures that harmonize with their lifestyle, but glossing over those that call for change, they will surely receive the mark of the beast and be lost.

We all have loved ones and friends in the secular world and in the Sunday-keeping Christian world, and we are truly confounded about their attitude towards the pointed teachings in God’s word, that God has made crystal clear to us. We wonder why can’t they see it? Why would they reject what God has made so plain? Why do they choose eternal separation from God? 

Our hearts are indeed aching for the salvation of our loved ones, but my dear brothers and sisters, this is a pain that was also endured by the Creator. As Lucifer, who was the highpoint in the Creation of God, for there never was another created being endowed with such beauty and such an intellect, nor was one entrusted with such a high position of authority. Yes God suffered great pain as he saw Lucifer, with the same free choice all created beings possess, as he reasoned within himself, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. We read in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14, the sad account of this noble angel’s fall.
Turn to Ezekiel 28:15 “Thou [wast] perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created.” God never created a devil. Lucifer was perfect in every respect, and endowed with free choice.
Look at verse 14.

Ezekiel 28:14 “Thou [art] the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee [so]: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.”  Brothers and sisters, Lucifer had the highest position of all the angels. His place was at the left hand side of the very throne of God the Father. A created being to the left of God, and the Creator God, God the Son, on the right of God the Father’s throne. Again now, verse 15.
  28:15 “Thou [wast] perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”  Till when? Till iniquity was found in thee. And what is iniquity? It is transgression of God’s law. All created beings are subject to loving obedience of God’s commandments. And all who truly love God, find that God’s law is a law of liberty. It only becomes a yoke of bondage to those who choose to violate it. Now verse 17.
28:17 “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness:” When ever God’s word speaks of the mind, it speaks of the intellect, but when it refers to the heart, it means the emotions. Not the literal heart for no thoughts are processed in a muscle, which the physical heart is, no the heart is in the mind, but it is that part of our thinking that is tied to our emotions. “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty” He was eyewitness to the adoration of the angels, he saw the reflection of his beauty and with corrupted reasoning, he, Lucifer, gave birth to the pride of life. His wisdom became corrupted by reason of his brightness. He saw how the angels would pay him special homage, which was respect for his leadership position.
In doing so they were showing respect to their Creator. But yet in his twisted thinking, he saw it as a form of worship. He imagined how great it would be if the true worship that they did give to God alone, could be directed to him alone. 
Brothers and sisters God knows the innermost thoughts of all His created beings. There are no secrets as we read in 1 Chronicles 28:9 “…for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts…” Surely God appealed to Lucifer to refocus, and I am sure that Lucifer was able to snap out of it, as he had many duties to fulfill. He was in charge of the heavenly choirs, and he himself was a master in voice and musical instrument. But when sin enters the mind, when discharged, it has a way of selecting moments to come back and occupy the thought process. Surely the heart of God ached as he knew Lucifer was allowing corruption to rule.
Isaiah 14:12 says, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!” His fall was not sudden. It took much time. But left alone to his own thoughts, the seeds of rebellion he watered and nourished. He not only wanted the worship of the angels, but he wanted the place that God alone could occupy. He wanted his throne as we read in verses 13 & 14.
  14:13 “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  

  14:14   I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.” 
It was Lucifer, not God, who by his personal experience, developed the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, which the scripture concludes is not of the Father.
Surely Lucifer was warned that such a course would lead to destruction, as we read in verse 15.
  14:15 “Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.”

Like Judas who had passed the point of return, Lucifer reached that point where there was no turning back.  

Brothers and sisters as we yearn for the salvation of our loved ones, we will never know the pain endured by God, as His crowning point in the creation of heavenly beings was on a course, from which he would not choose to return.

And what about Noah? He had many brothers and sisters and aunts and uncles, cousins and nieces and nephews. Do you not think he yearned for their salvation? For 120 years he preached his heart out. Treated by family and friends as one suffering delusion, an outcast of the community and the object of ridicule, yet he longed for the safety of his persecutors. I can imagine that the last call sermon was preached with a flood of tears, but it fell on deaf ears. Even boarding the ark himself, surely they heard the heartfelt sobs that came from the deepest part of his being. Surely many were moved with compassion as they were convicted to follow Noah into the ark. But family and friends of the convicted stood by to pull them back.

No husband can make the choice for a wife, no parent can make the choice for a child that has reached the age of responsibility, no church member can decide for another. Our records stand individually before God. The question is, what will we do with Jesus? What is our attitude towards God’s standard in the judgment, his law, contained in the Ten Commandments?
We are faced daily with the temptations that work heavily on the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, which we know is not of the Father, but is of the world. Everything you think, everything you say, and everything you do, is either the result of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, or the pride of life, or else, it is thoughts and actions to the honor and glory of God. In your mind you can not dwell on an evil thought and a thought about God, at the same time. It is impossible to have a negative thought and a positive thought simultaneously. And brothers and sisters, your countenance gives you away.
How can we keep our minds from drifting into the channels Satan would have us travel? How can we avoid the seven deadly sins found in the Proverbs? In fact let us turn to Proverbs 6:16-19 

  6:16 These six [things] doth the LORD hate: yea, seven [are] an abomination unto him:  

  6:17 (1) A proud look, (2) a lying tongue, and (3) hands that shed innocent blood,  

  6:18 (4) An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, (5) feet that be swift in running to mischief,  

  6:19 (6) A false witness [that] speaketh lies, and (7) he that soweth discord among brethren.  

God has given us seven Luciferian characteristics and He makes it clear, that these are the things He hates. These are the seven things that toppled Lucifer. Why do these seven things find there way into God’s church? Let’s review them. #1. A proud look. Lucifer gave birth to pride. The word pride and the word sin have the letter “I” in the center and it is self-centeredness and self-exaltation that is the result of pride. But to follow Christ is to be emptied of self, and so long as there is tiniest vestige of self, struggling for supremacy in our lives, there is no room for Jesus. Self must die and be crucified daily.

Next, #2. A lying tongue. Because of the lies Lucifer spread throughout heaven regarding God’s tyrannical rule and His rigid commandments, he promised that there would be no rules in his kingdom. The end result was the eternal loss of billions of angels and multiplied billions of humanity. Is there any question as to why God looks at any form of misstatement of truth with such disdain?
Next, #3 Hands that shed innocent blood. God loves all of His created beings, especially the innocent ones. In the 32 years since abortion became the law of the land, there have been more than 45 million reported abortions that have taken place in these United States of America.
The history books are strewn with the wars and strife that has led to the multiplied millions of helpless beings, whose lives were snuffed out by the hands that shed innocent blood.

Next, #4 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, this speaks for itself, as surely it too is one of the Luciferian characteristics. Evil surmising is found here.
Next, #5 Feet that be swift in running to mischief. When one pushes the Holy Spirit aside, no sin is too great for one so challenged.

Then we have #6 A false witness [that] speaketh lies. Here is where we find gossip, backbiting, the rumor mill and character assassination. Gossip is murder. When Satan spread the lies through heaven regarding the character of God, not only did he convince 1/3 of all the heavenly intelligences, but his lies penetrated the unfallen worlds as well, regarding the character of God. And the other 2/3 of the angels who remained wondered if Lucifer was not entirely wrong. That is why Revelation 21:27 says speaking of heaven,  “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither [whatsoever] worketh abomination, or [maketh] a lie:” Heaven will not be contaminated by those who gossip, spread rumors or alter the truth in the slightest degree. Make sure every word out of your mouth is truth. Break the habit of cute little falsehoods that are followed with the words, I was only kidding. There will be no kidding in heaven. God hates the lies in any form they are spoken. It is estimated that the average American tells 100 lies a day. Any misstatement of truth unconfessed will bar entry to heaven. No liar can represent God and vindicate God’s character before the universe. 
The seventh deadly sin that sprang from Lucifer is he that soweth discord among brethren. If you have nothing good to say about a brother or sister, then say nothing. For those who engage in such unholy behavior, are truly showing that they choose to follow the enemy of souls, for he is the father of lies and discord. Those who speak negatively about another brother or sister do so to lift themselves up. It is vanity for if you engage in such behavior, you are condemning yourself by choosing to judge another that Jesus died for. Judgment belongs to God alone. By pointing out one negative flaw of another individual, you will cause your hearer to see that person in a negative light. Why would any of us ever engage in behavior that will cost us an eternity with Jesus? How could we allow our focus to drift from the perfect Jesus to flawed humanity?
How is it with you? Is there anything in God’s list of the 7 hated sins that you can identify with? The glaring question therefore is how do we keep from having these sins to hold sway in our experience? 

The answer: We look to Jesus and He by example showed us clearly. Morning by morning He would seek the power from God to resist in His humanity, the temptations of the day. Never was He to use the Divinity He possessed to aid Him in His human need. Otherwise, He could not be our example. He came to this world in the likeness of sinful flesh, and subjected to temptations greater than we could ever experience, He got the victory we can all have. The same power to overcome is available to all who ask with yielded hearts. And Jesus told us in John 5:39 to “Search the Scriptures”. 

God tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:18   “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  
It is by beholding that we become changed. But what are we beholding? Is it Christ, or is it all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life?
The command from God to His last day people is found in 1 John 2:15   “Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any [man] will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  John 16:24
Eternal life is a gift of God. But a gift is never a gift, unless it is received. How is it with you? How is it with you? God’s test of loyalty to His remnant people is a full and complete surrender. Have you surrendered all to Jesus?
Our closing hymn is, “I Surrender All,” page 309
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