April 12, 2008

 “The Millennium” A Bible Marking Plan  
The title of today’s handout is: “The Millennium,” And like previous handouts on the Sabbath; “The State of the Dead”, “Hell”, and “The Second Coming of Jesus,” this will be more of a teaching sermon, showing how to use a Bible marking plan in order to conduct a Bible study with a new student.
Now the idea is to so set up your Bible in such a way, that you can give a Bible study on the “Millennium” with no other reference material but the Bible itself.

Today we will so mark our Bibles so as to give a study on this subject and clear up some of the deceptions associated with it, especially the dangerous doctrine of the future anti-Christ and the seven year tribulation period after the so-called rapture. You would be surprised as to how many people actually believe that they will be snatched away by Jesus before the tribulation period and that anti-Christ will appear during the tribulation. Any serious Bible student knows that the Papacy is anti-Christ and has been so for the 17+ centuries.
 Here is what you need to do. Turn to the back of your Bible and in a blank space write the word “Millennium.” You may write next to it in parenthesis the two Latin words “Mille” (1,000) and “annum” (years). Next to it write ML1-John 14:3. This will be your starting point in the Bible study. Now turn in your Bible to the page where you find John 14:3. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, ML1-John 14:3. Next to it write ML2-1st Thessalonians 4:16, 17. Now, just as if you are giving a Bible study read John 14:3. Make a statement such as (Here Jesus gave the hope of every Christian, the promise that He will return and take us to heaven to be with Him.)
Turn to our ML2 scripture 1st Thessalonians 4:16, 17. When you have the page that this scripture is on, at the top of the page write ML2-1st Thessalonians 4:16, 17. Next to it write ML3-Revelation 20:4 (last part). Either you or your student read 1st Thessalonians 4:16, 17 and make a statement such as (Paul illustrates to us the second coming of Jesus where all the righteous dead are resurrected and the living righteous are translated and both rise to meet the Lord in the air.) 
Now turn in your Bible to the page where you find Revelation 20:4. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, ML3-Revelation 20:4 (last part). Next to it write ML4-Revelation 20:5, 6. It is important for you to know that in the study of the millennium, we will cover certain verses, and connecting verses, many times, each time making important points of understanding. We will often precede the reading of a verse, with a question pertinent to that verse. The next time we read that verse we will ask a different question, relative to that same verse. With that understood, we will now ask this question: (What event marks the beginning of the 1,000 year period?) Read Revelation 20:4 (the very last part). Now make a statement summarizing the verse, such as, (The event is the second coming and this verse not only tells us that we will be with Him, but that we will live and reign with Christ 1,000 years. Also explain to your student that the word “millennium” is not in the Bible, how ever the word millennium comes from the two Latin words “mille” (meaning 1,000) and “annum” ( meaning years).
At the top of the page write ML4-Revelation 20:5 last part & 6. Next to it write ML5-Revelation 20:5. Now ask your student, (What is the resurrection called and who will be raised in it?) Tell your student that we will now read the last part of verse 5 and verse 6 to find our answers. (We find that it is called the first resurrection and the righteous people are called “blessed and holy.”)
At the top of the page write ML5-Revelation 20:5. Next to it write ML6-John 5:28, 29. Now ask this question. (When is the second resurrection and who will be raised in it?) Now have your student read all of the first part of verse 5 that we haven’t read. (We see that the wicked are raised at the close of the 1,000 year period. So the resurrection of the righteous begins the millennium and the resurrection of the unsaved ends the thousand years.)

Now turn to John 5:28, 29. When you get there, write at the top of that page, ML6-John 5:28, 29. Next to it, write ML7-Revelation 1:7. Now read to your student John 5:28, 29 and make a statement, such as (Jesus confirms the fact that there will be two resurrections.) Now tell your student we will turn next to Revelation 1:7. When you have found it, write at the top of the page, ML7-Revelation 1:7. Next to it, write ML8-Revelation 16:18, 20, 21. (Tell your student we are now going to look at some of the momentous events that take place when the 1,000 years begin.) Have your student read Revelation 1:7. And make a statement like, (When Jesus comes, every living person on the planet will see Him.)  Now tell your student that we will turn to Revelation 16:18, 20, 21. And this is the sequence you will use. Of course when you are actually giving a study, all the scriptures will be written at the top of each page and the Bible study will have a nice flow. From here on out, I will give many more subsequent texts and you will mark your Bibles accordingly. 
The following are the 34 Bible references on the subject of the Millennium and most have comments or statements, or maybe even questions to provoke thought. Now keep in mind that when you are giving a Bible study using the Bible Marking Plan, that does not mean you have to do all 54 texts under the “Sabbath,” or all 37 texts for the “State of the Dead,” or all 37 texts for the subject of HELL, or all 38 texts on the “Second Coming,” or all 34 texts on the “Millennium.” If you have a preset time limit like ½ hour or an hour, continue the study until time is up or the student is weary.
The Millennium
ML1 - John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (Here Jesus gave the hope of every Christian, the promise that He will return and take us to heaven to be with Him.)
ML2 – 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (Paul illustrates to us the second coming of Jesus where all the righteous dead are resurrected and the living righteous are translated and both rise to meet the Lord in the air.)

ML3 - Revelation 20:4 (last part). “… and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” (The event is the second coming and this verse not only tells us that we will be with Him, but that we will live and reign with Christ 1,000 years. Also explain to your student that the word “millennium” is not in the Bible, how ever the word millennium comes from the two Latin words “mille” (meaning 1,000) and “annum” ( meaning years).  
ML4 - Revelation 20:5 last part & 6. (What is the resurrection called and who will be raised in it?) “This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” (We find that it is called the first resurrection and the righteous people are called “blessed and holy.”)
ML5 – Revelation 20:5 (First Part) (When is the second resurrection and who will be raised in it?) “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.” (We see that the wicked are raised at the close of the 1,000 year period. So the resurrection of the righteous begins the millennium and the resurrection of the unsaved ends the thousand years.)
ML6 - John 5:28, 29 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” (Jesus confirms the fact that there will be two resurrections.)
ML7 – Revelation 1:7 (We are now going to look at some of the momentous events that take place when the 1,000 years begin.) “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen..” (When Jesus comes, every living person on the planet will see Him.)  
ML8 – Revelation 16:18, 20, 21. “And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, [every stone] about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.” (As the 1,000 years begin there will be upheavals in nature, lightning and thunders as we have never seen before, and earthquake that shakes the whole world, tsunamis that bury islands and mountains leveled and hail weighing 57 to 100+ pounds.)
ML9 – Jeremiah 4:23-26 “I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the LORD, and by his fierce anger.” (Jeremiah was permitted to see the condition of the earth after Jesus returned to heaven with His redeemed ones.)
ML10 – Isaiah 24:1, 3, 19, 20 “Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.” “The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word.” “The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again.” (Not only Jeremiah, but Isaiah describes the desolation of the earth as well. Next we will look at what Isaiah describes as what will happen to the wicked when Jesus comes)
ML11 – Isaiah 11:4 “But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.” (Only those who do not study their Bibles will be deceived by the false doctrine of the 1,000 years of peace where Jesus shall rule. There will be no humans alive on earth during the millennium.)
ML12 – 2nd Thessalonians 1:7, 8 “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:” (The living wicked in their mortal flesh shall perish in God’s presence.)

ML13 – Psalm 68:2 “As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.” (All the Bible writers are in harmony with the facts pertaining to the destruction of the wicked.)
ML14 - (Many believe they will have a second chance during the 1,000 years.) Jeremiah 25:33 “And the slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.” (No one to cry for or bury the lost; just heaped like dung upon the ground. No living person on earth during the millennium.)

ML15 - Jeremiah 4:25 “I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.” (The righteous are all in heaven and the wicked are dead.)

ML16 - (Many say the devil will be bound in a bottomless pit during the thousand years. What is this pit?) Revelation 20:1-3 “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled:” (Bottomless pit – The Greek word is “Abussos” meaning abyss. It is the earth in darkness as it was described in Genesis 1:2 and in our next scriptures.)

ML17 - Jeremiah 4:23, 25, 28 “I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light.” “I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it.” (The battered dark earth with no people alive on it will be called the bottomless pit. Only Satan and his angels will be the only living occupants for a thousand years and they will not be permitted to leave the earth. 
ML18 – Isaiah 24:22 “And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited.”
ML19 – (What is the chain that binds Satan?) Revelation 20:1, 2 “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, …” (The chain is symbolic. Satan is bound by a chain of circumstances. He is stuck on this dark, desolate planet for 1,000 years with no one to tempt and only those angels for company, who went with him in the rebellion against heaven. He has 1,000 years to contemplate what his rebellion cost him, once the covering cherub who sat on the left hand of God.)
ML20 –Revelation 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” (There is a judgment going on in heaven and the saints are participants. They will not actually determine guilt or innocence, but they will be allowed to examine the books to see that God’s decisions regarding the lost were fair.)
ML21 – 1st Corinthians 6:2, 3 “Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?” (The saints will even judge the fallen angels according to Paul.)
ML22 – (According to the next verse, the holy city New Jerusalem descends to the earth. Who will come with it?) Revelation 21:2, 3 “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.” 
ML23 – (Where will it settle?) Zechariah 14:1, 4, 5, 10 “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee.” “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” “All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses.” (Jesus will set His feet on the Mount of Olives and a vast plain will open up for the New Jerusalem to settle in place. All the righteous of all the ages [verse5] with God the Father and Jesus, will return to the earth in the New Jerusalem in this, the third coming of Jesus. He came the first time as a babe, the second time at the beginning of the millennium, and now the third time to close the 1,000 years.)
ML24 – (What will happen to the dead at this time and how will it affect Satan?) Revelation 20:5, 7, 8. “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.” “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” (Satan will return to his business of deception now that the lost of all the ages are living again. Everyone who has ever lived on planet earth will all be alive at the same time; the righteous inside the New Jerusalem and the lost outside. What will Satan do?)
ML25 – Revelation 20:7-9 “And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city:” (Satan will attempt to gather all the forces of the wicked in an effort to capture the holy city.) 
ML26 – (What will happen to interrupt his plans?) Revelation 20:9, 10 “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (Satan, his angels and all the wicked will be devoured in the lake of fire.)
ML27 – Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (The wicked suffer the second death for their unforgiven sins, whereas Jesus died the second death on the cross for the sins of all of the righteous.)
ML28 - (Proof that the wicked will be destroyed.) Malachi 4:1, 3 “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, …” “And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.”  
ML29 - (Proof that Satan will be ultimately destroyed.) Ezekiel 28:18, 19 “28:18   Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.” (Satan will be totally destroyed and he will be as though he never was.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ML30 - (When the wicked are burned up and the fire goes out, what glorious event takes place next?) Isaiah 65:17 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.”
ML31 – 2 Peter 3:13 “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 
ML32 – Revelation 21:5 “And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.”
ML33 – Revelation 21:3 “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.
ML34 – Revelation 21:3 “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”
Conclusion – Most of the Christian world is in such a state of confusion today, all because they have refused to acknowledge God’s fourth commandment. Their allegiance is to the child of the Papacy, Sunday. God allows them to believe delusions. He said so in 2nd Thessalonians 2:10, 11 “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:” They do not understand the millennium doctrine just as they do not understand the doctrine on Hell or the Second Coming. Jesus died for all and we must pray that those in darkness will come to the light before it is eternally too late. God has not commissioned us to sit on these great truths, rather we are to share what God has been pleased to open our understanding to.
[End of study] 
If you follow this Bible marking plan and teach with it, you will find that you will have an amazed student who wonders how you became so knowledgeable, all glory to God.
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