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Every one of us has had that one person at some time in our life that could easily be identified as an enemy. We have all experienced it either as a child, or as a grown person.  There has been that someone who has been ready, willing and able to cause us, either physical harm, or possibly a social hurt through slander or a stinging hurt through a financial avenue. It may have been a former friend or even a family member. We may today, in retrospect, have no problem identifying that person as our single greatest enemy. 


If that person has hurt us physically, financially, or tarnished our reputation or social standing, does that really qualify them to be our single greatest enemy? I submit to you that the answer to that question would be a resounding no. But you say to me, Brother Vaughn, you don’t know what they did to me. Well my brother or sister, if it was that bad, then maybe they are the third in line of your enemies. While you have that person in mind, let me ask you this. Do you love them as Jesus does? Have you forgiven them as Jesus would? Do you pray for them as Jesus commanded?          No they are not your single greatest enemy.


Now you say, Brother Vaughn, I know where you’re going with this, you mean Satan. You’re inferring that Satan is our single greatest enemy, because the scripture says that we wrestle not against flesh and blood. Therefore Satan and his angels must be our greatest enemy. Well that’s a pretty good guess, but my brothers and sisters as I see it, Satan and his evil angels could at best only qualify as our second greatest enemy.


Now I here a collective, silent gasp from the congregation as the question is what is wrong with Brother Vaughn. Why would he not identify Satan as mankind’s greatest enemy? I submit to you that Satan is in the business of tempting you and causing you great distress, and he wants every living human being to be lost, but that doesn’t make him your single greatest enemy. No my brothers and sisters, your single greatest enemy would be the person, who can cause you to be lost. You see, that decision is not Satan’s to make, nor is it God’s decision. Your single greatest enemy is the one who was in the mirror when you combed your hair or brushed your teeth this morning. You are the one who decides your eternal destiny. God renders the judgment based on your choices. 
Let us seek God’s presence as we prepare for this most important subject.
Heavenly Father…
Oftentimes the obvious is overlooked. An expensive luxury automobile was stolen from the suburbs of Los Angeles and because of its value and its owner; the entire police force was searching for it. It was finally found by a detective, where it had been sitting for three weeks, in front of the Los Angeles Police department. 

When we talk about righteousness by faith, what is it that Jesus really requires? 

I believe there are two things:

#1. A totally surrendered life; and 

#2. A living faith that depends on the word of God only. 

But most Seventh-day Adventists want it to be tougher. They are about the business of trying to earn salvation by being good enough. I know of people with no church affiliation who are wonderful people. In fact one of the most moral persons I have ever met is my good friend who I have known since age 15. He is my age and has never tasted alcohol, never smoked, never uttered a curse word, I never saw him upset, and he is always ready to help someone in need. Did I mention that he is an Atheist?

If you do not know what it means to be in Christ, then you must stop trying to earn your salvation and let Him work for you and through you.

As previously stated, your single greatest enemy is not a family member, not some one who did you dirty, not someone who slandered you, took your money or physically beat you. Your enemy is self. The only one who can disturb your peace and cause heaven to be forfeited is you. You are the problem. YOU!!

Self is the problem. Self wants to be in the world, doing what the world does. Self wants to be in control. For some sitting here today, self would rather be doing a hundred other things than sitting here at this hour. But for some reason, self is trying to get to heaven by righteous deeds. Self believes that God will count their presence in church as a good work.

And self always wants to have an opinion. Self feels he has rights, and when he believes someone has violated his rights, self rises to the defense. The older self gets the more rights self believes he has. Self will most certainly be destroyed, either at the end of the thousand years, or self will be destroyed when one comes to the realization that righteousness comes by faith in the one who has destroyed the enemy of faith. Yes, Satan is the enemy of faith, but so is self.

Listen brothers and sisters, this is serious. The carnal nature must be put to death, destroyed and must be totally gone, so that the nature of Christ is in you and is a constant in you without you having to suppress self on your way to the kingdom.

If we are in Christ, we do not commit sin. God’s word says so. 1 John 3:9   “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”  So if a man is committing sin, he can’t be in Christ. If anyone tells you that you cannot live a victorious life, they are saying you cannot live in Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:17   “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  

1 John 3:5   “And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.”  
Therefore since there is no sin in Him, if He is living in you, there is no sin in you. You have righteousness by faith.


It is only self that causes sin. When you are in Christ and Christ is in you, you have no rights. You gave them up. A surrendered life does not want to have rights. Rights only appeal to self. Picture this scenario if you will. If someone walks up to you and clears their throat and spits in your face, if you are in Christ, you will say “I love you.” But if self is in control, self will react and want revenge.


When they kicked Christ, and spit in His face, and grabbed at His beard and yanked a section of hair from His face, when they drove those rusty nails through His flesh and impaled Him on the cross, He indeed suffered great physical pain, but what overrode that pain in every case, was the love Jesus had for the one doing it. There was no desire in Jesus to retaliate. Why? Because He had given up His rights to His Father. Christ said He did not come to do His will that was surrendered; rather He came to do the will of the Father.

If you are truly in Christ, you do not find yourself saying, Lord, is this Your will? You just say, “Thy will be done.” When you are in Christ, His will is manifested in your life, because you keep giving Him permission to manifest His will in you.

The more you practice the presence of God, the more you pray and study your Bible, the more you cooperate with God, then it gets to the point where it all becomes impulse.


In the early stages of the Christian walk, there is a steady battle with self, because self doesn’t want to be at odds with the world. Self doesn’t want to give up certain so called foods that the perverted appetite loves; self doesn’t want to give up watching the worldly programming, amusements, sports and movies. Self doesn’t want to change what one wears or what one hears.
Romans 4:1-3 “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath [whereof] to glory; but not before God.  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”  

Listen now, in the judgment none of your good deeds count. The only thing that will count for anyone is what Jesus does in the surrendered life. Do you understand? It has to be all Christ. You cannot discipline self to be like Christ. Trying to give this or that up, refusing to do certain things, or go to certain places. It’s not a matter of constantly conquering sin, it’s a matter of constantly surrendering and letting Jesus be in control. Such a person gets to the point where Satan can find no fault in them. Why? Because they die to self every time self tries to rise up.


But when there is that momentary slip and fall, they are quick to get on their knees to confess it and plead for Jesus, and Jesus is quick to forgive and reoccupy, and His righteousness is accounted to that individual.


Next verse 4. “Now to him that worketh (that is righteousness by works) is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.”   
What is the debt? The debt for sin. The wages or payment for sin. Death. Your works can only bring you death. Death is a bill that has to be paid. Self says the works of Christ are not good enough to pay the bill. So self says I am going to keep working to pay the bill.
But the bill has been paid and Jesus stands at the door and asks you to please accept my voucher. Look at verse 5.


Romans 4:5   “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”  
The one who is not trying to be like Christ, but rather is surrendered so that Jesus can live His life in Him, He’s the one who has righteousness by faith. Is that clear? God has made righteousness by faith a simple doctrine to understand. It is self imagining that self has to earn salvation by works that makes it complicated.

The problem is letting go of self. The biggest problem people have is that they think they are something when they are really nothing. You’re not listening. I’ll repeat that statement, “The problem people have is that they think they are something when they are nothing.” When someone cuts you off in traffic, do you react because you think you are something?


Unless you come to the point that you realize that you are nothing, then self will continually work to paralyze your Christian experience and eventually destroy you. In the matter of the plan of salvation, we need to be reeducated. The problem is that we are trying to fix what has already been fixed. Christ did not get to a point where He gained the victory, He had it all along. He wants us to live His victorious life and heaven supplies the need to live it. It is not His Divinity coupled with our humanity, rather it is His Divinity coupled with His humanity living in us. Do you see?


The commandment says, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” And we as SDA’s believe it and therefore keep the Sabbath. But how can we keep the day holy, if we’re not holy?

Jeremiah 13:23 asks, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” 
Over and over the Bible tells us we can’t do it. With man it is impossible to obtain righteousness. In Mark 9:23 “Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things [are] possible to him that believeth.”  


We are living in the antitypical Day of Atonement, Judgment is in process and no matter what you believe, our record will come before God. You do not want Him to look at your record and see you, otherwise you are most certainly lost, you want Him to look at you and see Christ.


Did God hold Adam responsible for what He ate? Yes He did. And just as surely as God held Adam responsible, He will hold SDA’s responsible for what He has said in His Word and in His testimonies, don’t eat. It is God who made the rules; it is self that makes the exceptions. God knows what will make you happy, fill you with joy and give you peace, but self chooses those things that keep one discouraged.  Somehow self believes that if they don’t follow inclination, they will miss out on something.


Romans 1:28 is a key to understanding this battle with self. It reads, “And even as they did not like to retain God in [their] knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;”    God gave them over to a reprobate mind. That’s a mind that is void of judgment.  This chapter is dealing with sexual impurity and all unrighteousness. But it also pertains to the half-converted Christian where self wants control. Self is a mind that is void of judgment.  Self does not want to retain God in the thoughts, when one is watching murder mysteries, police shows, violent movies, daytime soap operas and almost all the other garbage programming. No, self does not want to retain God in the mind when self is watching that slop. But your mind is exactly where Satan wants it, because you have opened it to receive and retain evil spirits. After watching such junk, the victorious Christian life seems like an elusive, impossible dream. But if Christ were in control, there would be no issue, because the mind would be dwelling on those things that build the character. And there would be a hunger and a thirst for righteousness.

In fact, self doesn’t particularly like to hear sermons about self. Self wants cheap grace and easy religion. Self wants the feel good, smooth sermons that call for no decided change.

Romans 1 is a chapter written to and about Christians. How do I know? First of all, those in the world could care less about scripture. Secondly, look at verse 17, “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”  This is righteousness by faith and where God would have us.

Now verse 18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;” That’s the self-righteous Christian that God identifies through Paul. When the half-converted, half-consecrated Christian finds no fault or problem with his rebellious works-oriented behavior, he it is that holds the truth in unrighteousness, and generally feels no need for a total surrender. The conscience may have reached a condition unfavorable for repair. 

God’s mercy and grace will be upon His people in whom He sees Jesus. But His wrath will soon be poured out on all the lost around us and among us. 

Self can waste 20 years trying to get right with God, but righteousness by works is not in the plan of salvation. What prepares you is getting hid in Christ, moment by moment, focusing on His life, praying incessantly and searching the scriptures. It is by beholding that we become changed. Behold Christ and have the mind of Christ. Behold the world, and have the world’s mindset.

Acts 24:25. Paul gave a convincing sermon to Felix and Drusilla, after Felix had summoned Paul to talk to him concerning this faith in Christ. His response in verse 25, “And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.”   
But you see Felix is an example of self. Self like Felix, reasons and trembles, then self wants to put off that sacrifice that calls for change, for a more convenient season. We think that at some future date, we will stop that addictive habit, or we’ll give up that food God said don’t eat, or we’ll remove the ornaments, or we’ll study and pray more. Yes we’ll be ready to crucify self and make a complete surrender, when it’s convenient, but not just now.
When trouble comes, we cry to God, when sickness comes, we cry to God, when we need money, we cry to God. But the Bible says that the time will soon come when we cry to God and He will not answer. When the prophesied time we have for so long heard about is upon us and probation for the church is over, and we then cry to God that we are ready to surrender self, there will be no heavenly ear to hear. All the convenient times will have been used up. Already…already it’s almost too late.

Zechariah 7:10-13 “And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Yea, they made their hearts [as] an adamant stone, (that means totally unyielding), lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts.  Therefore it is come to pass, [that] as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts:”  
The time will come when it’s too late for self to change. Why? Because self won’t change. It’s been self trying to work out their own salvation. God looks and sees self; the cries have not been the result of the Holy Spirit leading you to repentance. The cries have been of a humanly devised origin that calls for temporary relief or temporary satisfaction and not eternal life.

Some Christians that love their darling sins have been heard to say such foolishness as, “I’m a work in progress, and God’s not finished with me yet.” Brothers and sisters, that’s a confession of a defeated person, and the time will come when God is finished with every half-converted, lukewarm, world loving, self-righteous, hypocritical, poor excuse, posing as a Christian who only brings dishonor to the cause of God and makes a mockery of righteousness by faith.
There are other procrastinating Christians who know they need to make changes, but they use another copout phrase like, “The Lord knows my heart.” The fact of the matter is that God does know your heart and to that He says in Jeremiah 17:9, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  Who can know the human heart? You can’t. Only God can according to 1 Kings 8:39 “Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, [even] thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;)”  

In God’s eyes we’re no better than the worst murderer. Deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked! That’s why we better get out from under the control of our lives. Self must die. We need to put aside every activity and get on our knees and seek the Lord until we know for certain in our hearts that He is in control, and our salvation is secure in Jesus, and that our desire is to do the things of Christ, because our desires and our rights have been nullified and His mind is operating in us.

Oh brothers and sisters this is so serious. Here we are living in the last sliver of time and we are so caught up in self, that we can’t even see how emaciated our Christian experience is. Here we are trying to hold on to things God said let go. Here we are trying to work out our own salvation with self in control. When Paul said in Philippians 2:12 “…work out your own salvation” he added, “with fear and trembling.” 
Then in verses 13-15 he said,

“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of [his] good pleasure.  

Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  

 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  
Paul’s calling for us to give up self and this erroneous concept of salvation by works. It’s a call to know and practice the only safe course, righteousness by faith. Righteousness by faith is living the victorious life with Jesus making your decisions. When Satan comes a calling and says here’s an exciting movie you need to watch. You don’t decide, you let Jesus decide and you thank Him for the victory. The righteousness by works person knows they shouldn’t watch it, but because they are in control, they make the decision and then they go to Jesus wanting forgiveness, after they are defeated. That’s why they can’t feel saved. Self is in control making the decisions that lead to defeat. It’s a yo-yo experience. Do you understand? 

Paul calls righteousness by faith a mystery, in Colossians 1:27 “To whom God would make known what [is] the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:”
It’s a mystery to the righteousness by works person that will not relinquish control. 
We have to accept everything in Christ. We have to accept His victory, His faith, His prayer life, His appetite, His love for mankind, His forgiveness. As long as there is a shred of self, there is no room for Jesus. But when we are totally surrendered and relinquish control to Jesus, then we may have what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:16   “For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  
There is no safety for the righteousness by works Christian who is living outside the will of God. This is how a righteousness by works person can become a victorious righteousness by faith person. Write this down and make it personal:

#1. Confess that I’ve been trying to do it on my own;

#2. Clear the soul by confessing every sin, especially the sin of self control;

#3. Make a total surrender of self, giving total control to Jesus.

#4. Ask for the mind of Jesus and the faith of Jesus.

#5. Thank God for the victory of righteousness by faith. The faith that believes every promise in scripture. The faith that says I can do all things through Christ that strengthens me.

Shall we pray…
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