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Seven times appears frequently in the Bible and we associate seven with what? God’s number for completeness. Shall we pause a moment and seek God’s presence and guidance…
One of the most popular stories for children of all ages pertaining to these two words, seven times; is found in the book of Joshua. According to Joshua 6:4, he was instructed by God to have his men march around the heavily fortified walls of Jericho one complete revolution. The army was to be preceded by seven priests who would blow seven trumpets of ram’s horns with the ark following closely behind them. They were to do this each day for six days; but on the seventh day they were to march around the city seven times as we read in Joshua 6:15 “And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city seven times.” Following God’s clear instructions to the letter, brought the walls of Jericho down. 
The story I want to focus on where the two words “seven times” are used begins in 2 Kings Chapter 4. A Shumanite woman who was barren and whose husband was old; at the word of Elisha conceived and had a child. The child grew and one day developed a severe headache. Carried to his mother, the child died. Elisha was summoned and in 2 Kings 4:34 we find the first use of mouth to mouth resuscitation. Elisha was prostrate on the boy’s body until he was warm. Verse 35 says, “Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.”  
I am going to spend most of the remainder of this sermon in the next chapter of 2nd Kings. Turn if you will to chapter 5 and we will be looking at verse 1. “Now Naaman,” (Na-a-man)(This Hebrew name means pleasant or pleasantness) “Now Naaman, captain of the host” (Now captain of the host was like the most powerful position over the armed forces, he might be likened to the army chief of staff) “captain of the host “of the king of Syria” (Benhadad II), “was a great man with his master,” (Scripture is telling us that Naaman was highly thought of and respected by the king of Syria and was most likely second only to the king. I can imagine that he had much to say in how money was to be allocated and the war planning operations in the Syrian version of the pentagon) it goes on to say, “and honourable” (highly respected by all who were under his command, plus I have to believe he was a good husband and father and dearly loved by his family. I could imagine that when he rode his chariot through the streets of Syria that the common people turned and bowed in respect.), and then the scripture says, “because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria:” (So through Naaman, God had wrought conquest of Syria’s enemies. Then it goes on to say), he was also a mighty man in valour (His courage and bravery were a matter of record.) Now when you look at this verse 1, it describes a man of great accomplishment. God had recorded many wonderful things about this heathen man from a heathen nation and if it only stopped there, it would be describing a man that many men would be desirous to attain such stature in their own lives. But the last 5 words of verse 1 changes everything. It says, [but he was] a leper.” This one fact seemed to overshadow the rest of the details and accomplishments of his life.
He was dying from this terrible disease. 

It is a dreadful disease and a lot is not known about it since there are only 92 documented cases in the United States in 2002. In 2002, 763,917 new cases were detected worldwide, and in that year the World Health Organization listed Brazil, Madagascar, Mozambique, Tanzania and Nepal as having 90% of the world’s cases. It causes loss of sensation and often blindness with skin lesions being the primary external symptom. Left untreated, leprosy can be progressive, causing permanent damage to the skin, nerves, limbs and eyes. Contrary to popular belief, leprosy does not actually cause body parts to simply fall off.
The Bible compares leprosy to sin, because sin separates. Those afflicted are pronounced unclean and must not live with their families and the rest of society. 
Sin, like leprosy, causes the person to lose both their sensitivity and their sensation. It works upon one’s mind insidiously and any abhorrence to sin is most felt initially; but constant indulgence in sin hardens the heart and awareness of the wrong lessens over time, until there is no distinction between right and wrong.
Three facts must be noted here about Naaman: 

a. His affliction robbed him of his joy over his achievements. 

b. He was personally burdened with the disease but was helpless to do anything about it. 

c. There was no cure for leprosy - only a miracle could deliver him.

So it is with a person who is without Christ. 

a. They may be able to find success in their chosen field and others may applaud them for their accomplishments 

b. But sin ravages their life 

c. Only a miracle from God can deliver them from their sins!
I am afraid that the leprosy of sin has infected our beloved denomination. We once stood united on the way the Lord led our pioneers in the matters of Bible doctrine, but over time the new theologies have invaded our church leading to the disease of pluralism. 

We once took valiant stands on moral issues. Early on when the issues surfaced about marriage being between a man and a woman, we supported legislation that opposed same sex marriages. But in recent times the church stood silent and Clifford Goldstein at the General Conference wondered what happened. He asked, “Have I changed or has the church changed?”

Another case in point is the loud, raucous music that is played in many of the commercials on TV. At first it was most irritating and still is, but over time we seem to get conditioned to it and sometimes it is playing and we may not even notice it at first. Automobile commercials are especially the big offenders. Then the commercials where sex is promoted to sell the products causes one to wonder what is going on, and over time it seems to be offensive, but not alarming as it was.

Let’s go on with our story as we read the second and third verses in 2 Kings Chapter 5. “And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord [were] with the prophet that [is] in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.”   Three things strike me about verses 2 & 3. 

#1- The little maid must have had very good upbringing for she was taken captive from her homeland and thrust into a life of servitude. God was looking out for her as she was a servant in the house of a wealthy man. I am sure she must have thought about Joseph in the house of Potiphar and determined that she too would keep at her work and do the best job for her master and mistress. Parents need to realize the words in Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
#2- Naaman must have been a very good and kind man so that the little maid thought that much of him that she wanted him to be healed; and so shared the information that could make that happen. 
#3- The little maid was exercising a child like faith for there is no record that Elisha ever healed anyone of leprosy. She was however aware that anyone who went to Elisha with a problem, generally left with good results.

Of course Naaman could not live at home because of the disease, but word did get to him as we read in verse 4. “And [one] went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that [is] of the land of Israel.” 
In verse 5 we see that word got to the king and the king was not going to spare the expense for Naaman as he was irreplaceable in his military. We read in verse 5, “And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver (that’s about 750 pounds), and six thousand [pieces] of gold (that’s about 150 pounds), and ten changes of raiment.” I’m not sure what that would be in 2009, but my margin says it was equivalent to $19,500 in silver and $58,700 in gold. In today’s market, 150 pounds of gold would be worth $480,000. Plus he took ten changes of raiment. This was not Wal*Mart clothing, this was the high end top notch Neiman Marcus style clothing.

Now isn’t it strange that the little maid said he needs to go to the prophet, and here he went to the king of Israel. Verse 6, “And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have [therewith] sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.”  Actually it is not so strange when you realize that this is proper protocol in going to the king to state the business you are in his country for.
It did take the king of Israel by surprise and he had an immediate reaction as we read in verse 7, “And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, [Am] I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.” Talk about an awkward moment. I guess the king thought he had an international incident in the making and feared that Syria would make immediate war on Israel if Naaman did not get the purpose of his visit served; so he tore his clothes.

Word spread quickly and reached Elisha’s house as we read in verse 8, “And it was [so], when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”
Now the king should have torn his clothes, but not for the political problems, rather he and all of Israel should have been mourning over their spiritual problems as they were steeped in idolatry.
Elisha was a type of Christ for as soon as he was made aware of the problem, he said; let him come now to me. What does Jesus say when we need cleansing and healing? Jesus said in Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all ...” And we come to Jesus covered with the leprosy of sin and He heals us spiritually. Then He gives us a commission in Matthew 28:19, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” And in these two verses in Matthew is the gospel summarized in a nutshell, come and go. We come to Jesus, learn of His love and will for our lives, and then we go and teach. Elisha said, “…let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.”
The Christian world needs what the Seventh-day Adventist church has and that is a prophet in Israel. Is there a prophet in Israel today? Have God’s people forgotten? Naaman came seeking an answer from the prophet. People all over the world are seeking the answers that were given by God to the servant of the Lord, and we have the answers; as our prophet bears the testimony of Jesus. But what is happening in our denomination today? We are caught up in political entanglements and our people are more tuned in to the government and not tuned into God. We have deviated so far from God’s blueprints for the church, all while we are stoning the prophet; ashamed of the testimony of Jesus. Jesus said in Mark 8:38 “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Back to our story; no doubt Naaman was happy for the news and set out for Elisha’s house verse 9, “So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.” Now we’re talking about a rather large procession as there were many soldiers and chariots carrying all of the gold and silver and other gifts. Naaman’s royal chariot was a very special vehicle and would be on the order of a presidential limousine today. So there is Naaman standing at the door of Elisha and would most likely expect that he should be shown the proper respect of a foreign dignitary and come out and bow. He expected a private audience with the prophet, but as we read in verse 10, “And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.”
Forgetting the purpose of his mission for a moment, he gave way to rage, that he, the highest ranking officer to the king of Syria should be snubbed by such a low person. Couldn’t Elisha at least listen to my problem, could he not give me 15 minutes? We read verse 11, “But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.”
Naaman was expecting Elisha to come out and pray to His God and not only was he snubbed, but he gets the message from a third party that he, a royal dignitary needs to go take a bath. Do you see what such treatment can do to a person of high rank with a short fuse? Then in considering the content of the prophet’s message, he was to go and wash in of all rivers, the Jordan River; he was familiar with that river and it was a muddy mess. If you’re not familiar with the Jordan, it carries a lot of silt and is the furthest thing from a clear mountain stream. Adding to the problem is the fact that he was not only told that he needs a bath, but he was to take seven baths. Naaman thought it was an insult to suggest that he should put his clean body in that river and get dirty when there were clear and clean rivers in Syria, as we read in verse 12, “[Are] not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.”
Do you see what Naaman missed in the message from Elisha back in verse 10? He was focused so much on self and what he felt should have been proper treatment and what he interpreted to be a series of insults, that he missed the last 5 words of the message, “…and thou shalt be clean.” But isn’t that just like us? We come to church and listen to some clear instruction on how to be holy disciples, how to “be ye therefore perfect,” but instead of hearing the important points, we may be nursing old hurts and snubs from a bother or a sister and end up going home in a worse condition then when we came. The anger started as soon as a messenger came out instead of the prophet. Then it multiplied when told he needed a bath and finally boiled over when he was to bathe seven times in a muddy, frog infested poor excuse for a river. He knew he was covered with these oozing sores and dirty water was the last thing he needed; and so he missed the last 5 words. Oh what an eternal life killer a wounded pride can be.  
“So he turned and went away in a rage.” What is wrong with this foolish man Elisha? Doesn’t he know who I am? Doesn’t he realize what I can pay him? So he’s heading back home to Damascus, riding along the banks of the Jordan where at some point he would have to cross it and he begins to cool down some. He’s going home to die. He’s got his pride and he still has all the money. He had to ride in his chariot alone and his servants had to follow at a distance because he still had his leprosy. One of his servants risked his displeasure by riding his horse up alongside of Naaman’s chariot and proceeded to reason with him as we read in verse 13, “And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, [if] the prophet had bid thee [do some] great thing, wouldest thou not have done [it]? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?” First a message from God through a little servant girl, now the message comes again through one of his servants who tried to reason with him. If the prophet had asked you to do some great thing, wouldn’t you have done it? If he had to slay a dragon or climb a mountain, he could handle that, but take a bath? Part of Naaman’s problem was leprosy, but he suffered from a serious heart disease called pride. Many people in God’s church today will avoid communion service largely because of the ordinance of feet washing. Just as the disciples in the upper room were more concerned about who is the greatest, pride prevented them from becoming the servant, so Jesus gave them and us a lesson in pride extermination. 
The servant tenderly reminds Naaman that he has nothing to lose by following Elisha’s instruction. The alternative is death. Look he appealed to Naaman, you’re so close. The Jordan is right here and we are so near, why not wash and be clean?
Verse 14, “Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.”

Now Naaman dipped himself once and nothing happened. He dipped again, still nothing. A third time, a fourth time, a fifth and sixth time, still the leprosy was there. He thought nothing was happening but there was something significant going on. He was washing away his pride. What would have happened if he got disgusted after the 6th time and went home? What would have happened if Joshua, the priests and the troops marched around Jericho only six times? God means what He says for He is particular. His blessing is in the 7th. 

People cop and attitude when you talk about the seventh day Sabbath. They defend the first day, a day that God never blessed. Genesis 2:3 says, “And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:” 
When he came up that seventh time he felt something happen and the Bible says, “…his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child,” We’re talking about a battle worn army general with baby skin. But isn’t that what a born again Christian is? A new born soldier in the army of God.
Naaman is thrilled to his soul as he gets back in his chariot and heads back to Elisha’s house, maybe praising God all the way. 
Verse 15, “And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that [there is] no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.”
If Elisha had asked Naaman for all the gold and silver he brought, Naaman would gladly have given it to him and more he would have sent if he desired it. Elisha’s servant was probably bug eyed at all the wealth offered. Would Elisha take a thing?

Verse 16, “But he said, [As] the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take [it]; but he refused.”

Elisha knew that he was a servant of God. He knew that salvation cannot be bought, it wasn’t cheap, but it is free. I have not, cannot and will not take a salary or a stipend and stand in this pulpit declaring the words that seta people free. God’s word, His blessing and His salvation cannot be purchased at any price.
Naaman however has a strange request of Elisha. We read in verses 17 and 18 where he wants two mule loads of dirt from the ground they stood on. He wanted to use it in Syria to worship the God of Israel. Elisha complied and in verse 19 he bids Naaman, “… Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.”
This would have been a beautiful end to a lovely Bible story except for the greed factor which surfaced in Elisha’s trusted servant Gehazi. Gehazi had never seen such wealth in his whole life, nor had he ever seen such fine clothes either. We read the sad commentary in verses 21 and 22, “So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw [him] running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, [Is] all well? And he said, All [is] well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.”
First struck with covetousness, Ghezai adds to his sin lying by inferring that Elisha changed his mind and wanted a little payment after all. Gehazi could not understand how he was robbing God Himself of the glory in this marvelous healing. Naaman was only too happy to comply as we read in verse 23. “And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid [them] upon two of his servants; and they bare [them] before him.”  
Naaman was beside himself with joy and told him to take twice as much of the silver. Why was he so happy? He was clean and now he could go home and embrace his wife and children, and resume normal family life. Nothing was more important to him. He felt the request was too little and gladly gave him the more.
 But sadly we read the account of Gehazi who may have had an unblemished Christian life, suddenly focuses on the treasures on earth. He takes his treasure back to his house and hides it. Then he stands before Elisha and acts like nothing has happened. In verse 25 Elisha asks Gehazi, “… Whence [comest thou], Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither.” Where did you go Gehazi? Nowhere, was his answer.
Then in verse 26 Elisha said “…Went not mine heart [with thee], when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? [Is it] a time to receive money, and to receive garments …” And he lists several other things of this life which in themselves were not bad. But under the circumstances, there was to be no payment made.
 Look at the sad conclusion in verse 27. “The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper [as white] as snow.”
Gehazi who was a Jew and who grew up in the presence of a Jewish prophet, did not appreciate the prophet he was learning from. What good will these Neiman-Marcus garments do Gehazi in a leper colony? But the gentile military commander appreciated. Here a gentile becomes a spiritual Jew; the gentile is healed from his leprosy and the Jew becomes a leper. The general becomes a servant of Jehovah, and the servant of Jehovah goes out of the prophets house a leper. 
It’s such an interesting story as Gehazi betrayed his master by wanting to sell the message of God for silver and Judas wanted to sell the Savior of the world for silver.
For many in this world are like Gehazi and want the things of this world and Satan will not disappoint. But others like Naaman are cleaned up from their leprosy of sin and begin a life of servitude to God. All who come to Jesus for cleansing can have that joy like Naaman.
God still has a prophet in Israel and if we follow the guidance and the counsel we have been given, which is a great message the world will come to us in search of that cleansing.
If it is your desire to stand for the truth as it is in Jesus and be content with the blessings that God has and continues to give you, and heed the command of Jesus to, “…seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you;” then kneel with me now for a closing prayer.
Let us pray….
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