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Would Satan have you carry a cross? Well has he not counterfeited every work of God? Does he not have a counterfeit Sabbath that is recognized by the whole world? Doesn’t he have a counterfeit mediator between God and over a billion of earth’s inhabitants? Has he not produced a counterfeit Holy Spirit that causes many of all denominations to enter into a rapturous form of emotional worship? Does he not cause many of God’s people to believe false doctrines that closely parallel Biblical truths? Has he not performed miracles and illusions that appear to be genuine? Aren’t the apparitions of Mary causing many of non-Catholic faith to wonder? If he can do these things and cause so many counterfeits to God’s works, God’s way and God’s will, why can’t he produce a counterfeit cross?
Shall we invite God’s presence as we ponder this subject today?

In an age that looks for convenience and results that require minimum time and effort expended, the first questions in regards to the cross Satan would have you carry, is, “Is it heavy?” To the untrained eye, and the unsuspecting soul, and the uneducated in the things of God, the answer would be a resounding no. It can be carried without any apparent effort.
The second question would be, “Does it require any sacrifice on my part?” Once again to the untrained eye, and the unsuspecting soul, and the uneducated in the things of God, the answer would be that it appears to require no sacrifice whatsoever on the part of one who takes up this cross.

Question #3 would be, “Are there any commandments or rules of any kind?” Here Satan revels with great delight, as he bids all his followers to enjoy his kingdom free of any restrictions.

The fourth question would be, “Must one recognize him as the lord of their life?” And to that he says, “There are no requirements, his cross allows all followers to recognize anyone as the object of their worship, just so long as they don’t give heed to any Deity’s commands.”

Question #5 would be, “Does his cross include a study manual or Bible?” To that he answers, “No. That would fall into the category of requirements. However if you choose to follow a book called the Holy Bible, allow his so-called ministers of righteousness to interpret what the author is trying to say. That way you won’t get caught up in a bunch of rules that would include a cross, which to the untrained eye, and the unsuspecting soul, and the uneducated in the things of God, appears to be very, very heavy. 
The final question is, “Does this cross require me to attend a meeting place dedicated to the worship of Satan, and is there any rigid format in the style of worship?” Once again he patiently explains that his kingdom has no rules. You can choose any house of worship you like, but he would of course prefer that you choose one that does not discourage any form of music, especially the kind that makes you feel good all over. As you see in Satan’s kingdom, only that which appeals to the senses, and causes waves of emotional highs and deep sensual pleasure, should be the experience of his followers. Nothing should be sacrificed that would hinder the appetite of passion, and for that matter, nothing should be restricted from any appetite…period. He doesn’t care if the meeting place has God or Jesus Christ in its outdoor sign, just so long as the sermons offend no one’s lifestyle, and that the Holy Bible is referred to as little as possible. Rather the object of the sermons preached should be some form of human relativism, or they should be political in nature, they should also be short, so as to allow more praise worship from the talented musicians and entertainers. One never knows if there are visitors from other churches, and with ecumenism in full swing, the sermon should always center in love and coming together, so that the ultimate goal of worship without restrictive barriers will be realized, and all will come under one umbrella, with the man in Rome in charge.
What is the alternative to the cross that Satan would have you carry? As I see it there are three choices.

1. Be an agnostic or an atheist. An agnostic is one who is not sure whether or not God exists, while an atheist is one who believes there is no God.

2. Belong to the church you have come to understand to be God’s true church on the earth today. And don’t get caught up in the fanatical requirements that would cause you any separation from those things you really enjoy. Make sure that the sermons preached are pleasing to the ear, and that they are entirely free of any references to the so-called Spirit of Prophecy.
3. The final choice is a church that meets the Bible definition of the remnant church. This is where I will focus on the balance of today’s sermon. God’s remnant people. For if we study this group, we will better understand the cross that Satan would have you carry.

Are there rules in the remnant? Well since God’s word, the Holy Bible is the heart and soul of this group; we will seek its counsel.

Revelation 12:17   “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  
This group is not specifically described in scripture with a denominational name. They are called the “remnant of her seed” and are identified as Ten Commandment keepers who have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Here they are further described as having the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Since the Bible must interpret itself, we turn to Revelation 19:10, and it reads, “And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  
So the Bible says that this remnant group, are not only Ten Commandment keepers, but they also have the testimony of Jesus which is the spirit of prophecy. We can conclude from the Bible, that God’s last day people will be both Sabbath-keepers and will have a God ordained prophet which meets every Biblical test of a true prophet, and was given the responsibility of directing His church through the last days, with counsel from Jesus Himself.

Further, we can conclude that all Sunday-keeping churches are in violation of the fourth commandment and therefore are in apostasy and along with the antichrist power constitute spiritual Babylon. We apply the Biblical principle in Isaiah 8:20 “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”  So on the basis of the fact that the Sunday keeping churches are in apostasy and have no true prophet that meets the Biblical test, are part of spiritual or mystical Babylon, we can determine that it would be in our eternal interest, not to allow ourselves to have any part whatsoever in their diluted delusions. We are counseled in James 1:27 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 
There are among us some who spend time on Sabbath with God’s people, and then on Sunday spend time with those who uphold the counterfeit Sabbath. On the surface it may seem harmless, but when you look deeper, the doctrines of the Sunday keeping churches are in conflict with the pure doctrines of scripture. They not only uphold and defend the Sabbath of the beast, but they uphold the erroneous belief that the lost will suffer in agony for eternity and when you die your disembodied conscious soul wings its way to heaven or hell. That’s spiritualism. If you can’t see the apparent danger in such affiliation then realize this, their doctrines will contaminate you with confusion and that God’s word says keep yourself unspotted. The robe of Christ’s righteousness is pure white and spotless.

The great controversy is between Christ and Satan and it began in heaven. We by design are creatures of worship and we will worship one or the other. Either we are servants of Christ with a totally surrendered life, or we serve Satan, which covers everyone else. Whether following Christ or Satan, there is a cross to carry, and every one who has ever lived, carries one or the other.

We have already discussed the cross of Satan. So what is involved with that of carrying a cross for Jesus? What does it involve to follow and serve Jesus? God’s word answers in Matthew 16:24 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  

So the cross involves denial of self. What then are we to deny ourselves of? I submit to you that God wants nothing but the best for His people, and that anything He would have us to keep ourselves separated from, whether it is appetite or anything offered by the world, it is for our physical and spiritual and eternal welfare. Psalm 84:11 confirms that as it reads, “For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”  
1 John 3:22, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, (Why?)  because we keep his commandments . . .  when we ask God for things, we can and will receive, because we keep His commandments. But it goes further than that —and do those things that are  (what?) pleasing in his sight."

The Christian does those things that are what?  "Pleasing in His sight." The commandments are really just the minimum for the Christian. Have you ever known professed Christians that want to know how much they can get away with down here, and still escape the fires of hell and go to heaven?

As Christians, if we love God our one desire will be to stay close to the heart of Jesus, so that we'll find ourselves far from the world.  Why?  Because Christ was not of the world.  

Jesus said, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me."  John 14:30.  The devil had nothing on Christ.  Jesus was holy, undefiled, and separate from sin.

The true follower of Jesus is willing for the Spirit of Christ to do the necessary heart surgery on us to take the love of the things of this world that are not for the best purposes of the Christian life. The “world” represents those things that appeal to the carnal nature of man.

And love of course, is to be the primary motive for serving Jesus.  If you don’t have a love relationship with Jesus, this whole subject will not mean much to you.
1 John 5:4, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the (what?) world:  and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." 

If we want to be truly born of God, the next step is that we must overcome this world.  What does it mean to overcome the world?  John gets more specific in chapter 2:15.

"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:  but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." 

There ought to be a difference between Christians and the world!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  

Today you can find a church that will condone any kind of worldly lifestyle you want to live. And they will accommodate it, and many churches will not say anything about it.  But as we read the Bible, the remnant people of the Bible, is a church of standards and morals. It represents something, and the greatest standard is that it is made up of a body of believers that are truly born again.  And being truly born of God, born of water and the Spirit, they have overcome the world, and they "love not the things" in it.  

Why is the Christian life such a high calling?

1 Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a (what?) holy nation, a peculiar people. . . ." 

That means that you should be different from the rest of the world.  "... that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:" 

God says, "You're special people, you're peculiar.  You ought to be different."  Christ is on the throne of your heart.  
In closing, following Jesus involves a cross. Following inclination and the carnal desires, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, in other words, following the broad road that Satan will have you follow, also involves carrying a cross.
But I ask you this. Since the cross of Jesus will lead you down a narrow path that calls for some sacrifices, but the end result will be to spend eternity with Him, and since the cross of Satan requires no rules and no denial, but ultimately leads to eternal loss, which cross is really . . . the heavier one?

Shall we pray… 
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