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**(Slide 1)**
**(Slide 2)** “The Cross is Too Heavy” 
Sabbath May 1, 2010
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

Between March 29th – 31st of this year, God’s invitation to hear the everlasting gospel message, was sent out through the many area Post Offices to **(Slide 3)**17,281 addresses in South Hill and the surrounding areas. The handbill described a free feast on God’s Word with important information leading to eternal benefits. Unfortunately, only one person out of every 254 addresses registered to come. That was a total of 68 people or 4/10 of 1 %. But sadly only 35 people actually came the first night meaning just 2/10 of 1%. At the halfway point in the seminar, the attendance dropped to 19 which means that just 1/10 of 1% who received a handbill, were hearing the precious truths of God’s Word. Would you say that Satan’s rebel angels were working overtime?

I wonder what the response would have been if 17,281 free invitations to the super bowl were sent out. How many do you think might have responded?
 Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
Who is the Jesus of the Bible? Does the Christian world even know the Jesus of the Bible? Do they know Him? I think not… and John tells us why:

 1 John 2:3 “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.” Let’s stop right there.
The Christian world in general… does not know Him. As Ray DeCarlo has brought out in the seminar, many know about Jesus, they know about Jesus, but they don’t know Jesus. I submit to you that the Christian world in general worships a counterfeit Jesus and not the 2nd Person of the Godhead. They may pull scriptures from the Bible and say that is the Jesus they worship, but again I have to state their Jesus is not the Bible Jesus.

Does the Christian world keep the commandments? Outside of a few Sabbath-keeping denominations, none of the 38,000 plus other denominations the world over do not keep the commandments of God.

They have no idea of how swallowed up in Satan’s deceptions they are. But sadly, they are no longer making the effort to learn. They are so caught up in their emotional worship, that they cannot logically understand plain scriptures. It’s almost as if, what was written in Scripture was written for people of another time and has no bearing on us today.
Their counterfeit Jesus says it doesn’t matter which day you worship, as long as you keep one day holy. They say God is not particular and anyway, all roads lead to heaven. That is both a prevailing attitude and an accepted teaching today; … it’s ecumenical.

The Jesus of the Bible states clearly that He is Lord of the Sabbath Day and it was He who rested the seventh day, blessed it, sanctified it and made it holy. He rested from His work of creation and 4,000 years later He rested in a tomb on the Sabbath day from His work of redemption.

How can a person believe in Sunday as the Lord’s Day when God Himself said in Psalm 89:34 “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” From His lips thundered the commandments on Mt. Sinai and with His finger He wrote them in stone. The Sabbath is all through the Old and the New Testaments, with positively NO support for Sunday as a God appointed worship day or any change in the Sabbath to any other day of the week. What does God call Sunday in scripture? Ezekiel 46:1 “Thus saith the Lord GOD; The gate of the inner court that looketh toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath it shall be opened, and in the day of the new moon it shall be opened.” Which agrees with the Sabbath commandment that says, “Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work.” Ex. 20:9 God calls Sunday one of the six working days, it is a working day, a day to do labor and there is nothing holy about it.
God says in unmistakable, clear terms in **(Slide 4)** Isaiah 58:13, 14 “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking [thine own] words:  
  58:14   Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD;”
Keep God’s Sabbath? I might lose my job. I’m sorry Pastor Vaughn, but The Cross is Too Heavy. The choice is ours. We can embrace the heaven sent light and stand before Satan and the universe and say I will keep God’s Sabbath, whatever it costs me, or we can choose the thirty pieces of silver and reject the possibility that God can work it out, even if it cost us our job. Either we have living, genuine faith in God’s Word, or our faith proves to be nothing more than base metal. But you don’t understand, I have bills to pay… Are you telling me that God doesn’t know that? Psalm 37:25 says, “I have been young, and [now] am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” How can one ever be righteous if they never completely surrender their will and they have no faith in the promises? Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Where is the evidence of your faith? Who will say that God’s Word declares it, I will believe it and that will settle the matter?
Can man show God where God was wrong? No, but God can show man where man is wrong and He does. However since God uses neither of Satan’s tools of coercion or force, He leaves man to decide for himself. 

**(Slide 5)** But since man feeds his perverted appetite with much less than wholesome food and drink, in quantities beyond the normal capability of the digestive machinery; his ability to reason wisely is blunted. In fact man’s reasoning powers are further blunted with most of his free time spent turning his brain into a robotic marshmallow as he sits like a zombie in front of his entertainment center.
Their counterfeit Jesus says it doesn’t matter what you eat or drink, so long as you pray over it.
Why does the Christian world think that God is wishy-washy and changes His mind often? My brothers and sisters, did God not say through the prophet Malachi 3:6 “For I [am] the LORD, I change not.”? And in Psalm 89:34 “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” Why do they think that the Architect of the human body would make it very clear as to what is acceptable for food on the one hand, and then what is detestable and unacceptable on the other.
The Christian world cannot embrace or even know the Jesus of the Bible, because they have a comfort zone where he is not admitted. Much of what Jesus said we should not eat in the land or sea animals is on the plates of most Christians today, and perverted appetite shall not be denied, which makes it easier to deny the Jesus of the Bible and embrace the liberal, counterfeit Jesus who condones sin. 

In Isaiah 66:15-17 the Word of God is clear, “For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many. (All referencing His second coming, verse17) “They that sanctify themselves, (How do they sanctify themselves? Simply by saying that God has said it is now okay for New Testament Christians to eat the garbage eating scavengers, and so they pray over what God has condemned.) “They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one [tree] in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination (that is shellfish), and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.” In another part of the world mice are eaten when they are born, pink, hairless and wiggling, they are dipped in honey and into the mouth they are consumed. But the same people who eat the mice believe it to be detestable to eat a pig. The same God who said don’t eat the pig also said don’t touch it. Leviticus 11:7, 8 “And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he [is] unclean to you. Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they [are] unclean to you.”  
God calls the eaters of swines flesh and the broth of abominable things (That being clam chowder or lobster bisque) a rebellious people in Isaiah 65:2, 3, 4 “I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way [that was] not good, after their own thoughts; A people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face; … which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable [things is in] their vessels; …” No matter how saved they think they are Isaiah 66:17 said they  “…shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.” The choice is ours. Believe God and deny perverted appetite or be consumed.
The first commandment in Ex. 20:3 says, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” It’s very sad when a person has accepted so much truth, and when they learn what God has said clearly in His Word that we shall not eat, they leave the message of clear heavenly light, for their stomach god will not be denied, and the counterfeit Christ will not deny their lusts.

(Point to screen) But God said, in 1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”
Esau traded his birthright for a bowl of soup, but how many Christians will trade the heavenly home for a Virginia ham, bacon, pork chops, shrimp, lobster or even catfish? Oh indeed, the Cross is too heavy.
**(slide 6)** Does today’s Christian really know what surrender of the will is?  I read this from The Signs of the Times, June 16, 1890. “When it is in the heart to obey God, when efforts are put forth to this end, Jesus accepts this disposition and effort as man's best service, and He makes up for the deficiency with His own divine merit. But He will not accept those who claim to have faith in Him, and yet are disloyal to His Father's commandment. We hear a great deal about faith, but we need to hear a great deal more about works. Many are deceiving their own souls by living an easygoing, accommodating, cross-less religion. But Jesus says, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."-- {1SM 382.2}

**(slide 7)** My brothers and sisters, we must give up all pre-conceived ideas as to what we may think and believe the Bible says… God did not give us the Bible for reading enjoyment. He gave it to us as a preparation manual for eternity. Listen, before the seminar there are people who were in gross darkness as to what was in the Word, and knew not the scope of that darkness. **(slide 8)** 1 Peter 2:9 says, “But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” God did not call his people to imitate the world. When we imitate the world by dressing like the world, wearing what the world wears, talking like the world, thinking and acting like the world, watching what the world watches, eating and drinking what the world eats and drinks, listening to what the world listens to; we are not peculiar to the world, but we are peculiar to God.

When we learn the will of God in respect to how we are to eat and drink, what we are to wear, what we are to watch and hear, how we are to treat our bodies as God’s temple, yes, when we choose to be obedient to all of God’s marvelous light as revealed in the Word, we will then be peculiar to the world but not to God.
**(slide 9)** Gone will be the desire for Satan’s music; **(slide 10)** Gone will be the desire for violent TV and theater; **(slide 11)** Gone will be the desire for soap operas **(slide 12)** and trash publications; **(slide 13)** Gone will be pride and self-exaltation; **(slide 14)** Gone will be the desire to pierce the body **(and slide 15)** How much more can they desecrate the temple of God? **(slide 16)** Is it because everybody’s doing it? Not God’s remnant. **(slide 17)** And following the counsel of Leviticus 19:28 “Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I [am] the LORD.” Gone will be the desire to tattoo God’s temple; **(slide 18)** and gone will be the desire to change the natural beauty into the unnatural. 
**(slide 19)** 1 Timothy 2:9 reads, “In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; **(slide 20)** not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;  
Now if God’s Word says that the body should not be adorned with gold, then according to God’s Word in which the Holy Spirit is the author, how much gold is acceptable for God’s remnant people to wear? NONE! Even the wearing of the wedding band is as pagan as Sunday and dates back to the temple prostitutes who first wore them. And if the temple prostitutes wore them, are we to believe that God wants his people to continue in this vain tradition? Brother Vaughn you are making The Cross Too Heavy. No, No, God gives us the choice. No force implied. When will we ever learn that to sacrifice pagan and worldly customs for Jesus is no sacrifice at all?
**(slide 21)** Ornamenting the body and painting the face is a worldly obsession that is forbidden… in those who call themselves God’s people. 
**(slide 22)** God’s people would never put a single article of jewelry on any part of the body, be it gold or otherwise.

**(slide 23)** Does Peter agree with Paul?  1 Peter 3:3, 4 “Whose adorning let it not be that outward [adorning] of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel;”
**(slide 24)** But [let it be] the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, [even the ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. What can you add to this woman’s face that will make her more attractive? 
**(slide 25)** You see, the devil has this all twisted up in today's world.  He will take a rock or some gold or something like that and make us pay hundreds, or thousands of dollars for it and we put it on the outside.  

It's like we are trying to "add value" to ourself, by putting value on.  God says, "No, all the value you'll ever have is what your character is."  
It all comes down to whom are we going to worship?

**(slide 26)** 1 John 5:4, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the (what?) world:  and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." If we want to be truly born of God, we must overcome this world.  What does it mean to overcome the world?  
**(slide 27)** John gets more specific in 1 John 2:15. "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:  but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." 

For many of us, this seminar has brought many new revelations on Bible truths. We can choose to be obedient to the will of God, or we can choose to join the rebellion against heaven. God does not want us partially, but in whole, willingly. If we rebel against heaven in any particular, we cannot be God’s remnant, our worship goes to Satan by default.

May I ask you in what way Satan has made a sacrifice… for your worship? But there is a God in heaven that made the ultimate sacrifice of His dear Son on your behalf?
**(slide 28)** Listen brothers and sisters, hear the words with your understanding:

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
The emblem of suffering and shame;
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain.

**(slide 29)**
O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
Has a wondrous attraction for me;
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above
To bear it to dark Calvary.

**(slide 30)**

In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,
A wondrous beauty I see,
For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
To pardon and sanctify me.

**(slide 31)**

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true;
Its shame and reproach gladly bear;
Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away,
Where His glory forever I’ll share. 

**(slide 32)**

Now everyone sing the refrain with me:

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
Till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it some day for a crown. 
**(slide 33)**

God wants us to:

Trust no man with our salvation, but to trust in the Word of God alone…

**(slide 34)**

God wants us to:

Put no faith in our senses or feelings as they can betray us, trust only in the Word.

**(slide 35)**

God wants us to:

Meet all temptation and appearance of evil with an, “It is Written.”

**(slide 36)**

God wants us to hear His Son: 

 “Take up thy cross and follow Me.”

**(slide 37)**
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