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Chap. 48 - Living Within the Income

 Many, very many, have not so educated themselves that they can keep their expenditures within the limit of their income. They do not learn to adapt themselves to circumstances, and they borrow and borrow again and again, and become overwhelmed in debt, and consequently they become discouraged and disheartened.  {CS 249.1}

 Many do not remember the cause of God, and carelessly expend money in holiday amusements, in dress and folly, and when there is a call made for the advancement of the work in home and foreign missions, they have nothing to give, or even have overdrawn their account. Thus they rob God in tithes and offerings, and through their selfish indulgence they lay the soul open to fierce temptations, and fall into the wiles of Satan.  {CS 249.2}

LET US PRAY
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  

6:10Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven.  

6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.  

6:12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

6:13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

PAULS SAYS IN FIRST CORINTHIANS CHAPTER THREE VERSE ONE AND TWO, And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, [even] as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able [to bear it], neither yet now are ye able. 
 We should be on our guard, and not allow ourselves to spend money upon that which is unnecessary, and simply for display. We should not permit ourselves to indulge tastes that lead us to pattern after the customs of the world, and rob the treasury of the Lord. -- R. & H., Dec. 19, 1893.  {CS 249.3}

      Industry and Economy in the Family 

I was shown that you, my brother and sister, have much to learn. You have not lived within your means. You have not learned to economize. If you earn high wages, you do not know how to make it go as far as possible. You consult taste or appetite instead of prudence. At times you expend money for a quality of food in which your brethren cannot afford to indulge. 
Dollars slip from your pocket very easily. . . .  {CS 249.4} It is as wrong for you to fail to use your strength to the best advantage, as it is for a rich man to covetously retain his riches because it is agreeable to do so.
 You do not make the exertion that you should to support your family. You can and do work if work is conveniently prepared to hand; but you do not exert yourself to set yourself to work, feeling that it is a duty to use your time and strength to the very best advantage, and in the fear of God.  {CS 250.1}

You have been in a business which would at times yield you large profits at once. After you have earned means, you have not studied to economize in reference to a time when means could not be earned so easily, but have expended much for imaginary wants.
 Had you and your wife understood it to be a duty that God enjoined upon you, to deny your taste and your desires, and make provision for the future, instead of living merely for the present, you could now have had a competency, and your family have had the comforts of life. You have a lesson to learn which you should not be backward in learning. It is to make a little go the longest way. . . .  {CS 250.2}

Jesus wrought a miracle, and fed five thousand, and then He taught an important lesson of economy: "Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. THE PROBLEM HERE IS WE HAVE BECOME A THROW AWAY SOCIETY.
"Duties, important duties, rest upon you.”Owe no man anything." Were you infirm, were you unable to labor, then your brethren would be in duty bound to help you. As it is, all you needed from your brethren when you changed your location was a start.
 If you felt as ambitious as you should, and you and your wife would agree to live within your means, you could be free from embarrassment. You will have to labor for small wages as well as for large. Industry and economy would have placed your family, ere this, in a much more favorable condition.--2T 431-436.  {CS 250.3}
Economy From Principle  

 Those whose hands are open to respond to the calls for means to sustain the cause of God and to relieve the suffering and the needy, are not the ones who are found loose and lax and dilatory in their business management. They are always careful to keep their outgoes within their income. They are economical from principle; they feel it their duty to save, that they may have something to give.--4T 573.  {CS 251.1}

           The First Lesson--Self-Denial 

YOU have seen poor families struggling with debt, and yet the children were not trained to deny themselves in order to aid their parents. In one family the daughters expressed a desire for an expensive piano. Gladly would the parents have gratified this wish, but they were embarrassed with debt. 
The daughters knew this, and had they been taught to practice self-denial, they would not have given their parents the pain of denying their wishes; but although they were told that it would be impossible to gratify their desires, the matter did not end there. 
The wish was expressed again and again, thus continually adding to the heavy burden of the parents.  {CS 251.2}NOW HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU SEEN PARENTS TODAY CONTINUE THIS AWFUL PRACTICE AND GO INTO DEBT FOR IT.?
 On another visit Ellen G. White saw a coveted musical instrument in the house, and knew that some hundreds of dollars had been added to the burden of debt. SHE hardly knew whom to blame most, the indulgent parents or the selfish children. Both are guilty before God. This one case will illustrate many. 
These young persons, although they profess to be Christians, have never taken the cross of Christ; for the very first lesson to be learned of Christ is the lesson of self-denial. Said our Saviour, "If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me." In no way can we become Disciples of Christ, except by complying with this condition.--Signs, March 31, 1887.  {CS 251.3}

Chap. 49 - Bringing Reproach Upon God's Cause

The religion you profess makes it as much your duty to employ your time during the six working days, as to attend church on the Sabbath. You are not diligent in business. You let hours, days, and even weeks pass without accomplishing anything. The very best sermon you could preach to the world would be to show a decided reformation in your life, and provide for your own family. 
Says the apostle, "If any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel."  {CS 253.1} You bring a reproach upon the cause by locating in a place where you indulge indolence for a time, and then are obliged to run in debt for provision for your family. These, your honest debts, you are not always particular to pay, but, instead, move to another place. 
This is defrauding your neighbor. The world has a right to expect strict integrity in those who profess to be Bible Christians. By one man's indifference in regard to paying his just dues, all our people are in danger of being regarded as unreliable.  {CS 253.2}

"Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." This refers to those who labor with their hands as well as to those who have gifts to bestow. God has given you strength and skill, but you have not used them. 
   Do Not Emulate Fashionable Neighbors.--It is not best to pretend to be rich or anything above what we are --humble followers of the meek and lowly Saviour. We are not to feel disturbed if our neighbors build and furnish their houses in a manner that we are not authorized to follow. How must Jesus look upon our selfish provision for the indulgence of appetite, to please our guests, or to gratify our own inclination! It is a snare to us to aim at making a display or to allow our children, under our control, to do so.  {AH 384.2}

Your strength is sufficient to abundantly support your family. Rise in the morning, even while the stars are shining, if need be. Lay your plans to do something, and then accomplish it. Redeem every pledge, unless sickness lays you prostrate. Better deny yourself food and sleep than be guilty of keeping from others their just dues.--5T 179, 180.  {CS 253.3}

 What the Eighth Commandment Requires 

The eighth commandment condemns man stealing and slave dealing, and forbids wars of conquest. It condemns theft and robbery. It demands strict integrity in the minutest details of the affairs of life. It forbids overreaching in trade, and requires the payment of just debts or wages. It declares that every attempt to advantage oneself by the ignorance, weakness, or misfortune of another, is registered as fraud in the books of heaven.--PP 309.  {CS 254.1}
  One of Satan's Nets for Souls 

All must practice economy. No worker should manage his affairs in a way to incur debt. . . . When one voluntarily becomes involved in debt, he is entangling himself in one of Satan's nets which he sets for souls. -- CE 67.  {CS 254.2}

       Weakens Faith, Tends to Discouragement 

Dear Brother: 

     I am sorry that you are situated as you are, under the pressure of debt. I know of quite a number, who, like yourself, are troubled and distressed over their financial condition. . . .  {CS 254.3}

The Lord does not take pleasure in your distress. He wants to bestow upon you the consolations of His Holy Spirit, that you may be a free man, abiding in His light and in His love. He has lessons for you to learn, and He would have you move quick in learning them. You ought not to allow yourself to become financially embarrassed; for the fact that you are in debt weakens your faith and tends to discourage you; and even the thought of it makes you nearly wild. 
You need to cut down your expenses, and strive to supply this deficiency in your character. You can and should make determined efforts to bring under control your disposition to spend means beyond your income.--Letter 48, 1888.  
{CS254.4} if you are working and have any kind of debt, you are a slave of this world. Plus this weakens your faith. The more time you spend working yourself out of the debt of the world, the less time you spend on your faith for God and with God. James said faith without works is dead.
A Demoralizing Practice 

The practice of borrowing money to relieve some pressing necessity, and making no calculation for canceling the indebtedness, however common, is demoralizing. The Lord would have all who believe the truth converted from these self-deceiving practices. They should choose rather to suffer want than to commit a dishonest act. No soul can resort to prevarication or dishonesty in handling the Lord's goods, and stand guiltless before God. 
All who do this deny Christ in action, while they profess to keep and teach the commandments of God. They do not maintain the principles of God's law. If those who see the truth do not change in character corresponding to the sanctifying influence of the truth, they will be a savor of death unto death. They will misrepresent the truth, bring a reproach upon it, and dishonor Christ, who is truth. -- MS 168, 1898.  {CS 255.1}
           Freedom Through Self-Denial 
Be determined never to incur another debt. Deny yourself a thousand things rather than run in debt. This has been the curse of your life, getting into debt. Avoid it as you would the smallpox.  {CS 257.1}

 Make a solemn covenant with God that by His blessing you will pay your debts and then owe no man anything if you live on porridge and bread. It is so easy in preparing your table to throw out of your pocket twenty-five cents for extras. Take care of the pennies, and the dollars will take care of themselves. It is the mites here and the mites there that are spent for this, that, and the other, that soon run up into dollars. Deny self at least while you are walled in with debts. . . . 
Do not falter, be discouraged, or turn back. Deny your taste, deny the indulgence of appetite, save your pence and pay your debts. Work them off as fast as possible. When you can stand forth a free man again, owing no man anything, you will have achieved a great victory.--Letter 4, 1877.
    Personal Debt Not to Hinder Liberality 

 Some have not come up and united in the plan of systematic benevolence, excusing themselves because they were not free from debt. They plead that they must first "owe no man anything." But the fact that they are in debt does not excuse them. I saw that they should render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.
 Some feel conscientious to "owe no man anything," and think that God can require nothing of them until their debts are all paid. Here they deceive themselves. They fail to render to God the things that are His. Everyone must bring to the Lord a suitable offering. 
Those who are in debt should take the amount of their debts from what they possess, and give a proportion of the remainder.--IT 220.  {CS 258.1} So here again you are being told to pay your tithes. It is not God fault you are in debt with the world. Remember, everything in the world belongs to God.
       Church Debts Dishonoring to God 

It is dishonoring to God for our churches to be burdened with debt. This state of things need not exist. It shows wrong management from beginning to end, and it is a dishonor to the God of heaven. Read and study prayerfully the fourth chapter of Zechariah. Then read the first chapter of Haggai, and see if this representation does not apply to you. 
While you have thought much of your own selves, of your own selfish interests, you have either neglected to arise and build, or have built on hired money, and have not made donations to free the church buildings from debt. Will you consider what it is your duty to do? Year after year passes by, and very little sacrifice is made to lessen the debt. The interest swallows up the means that should be used to pay off the principal.  {CS 261.1}
We can not take debts into heaven, it is a sin. All sin you name it will be destroyed by fire.
You have, as a family and as individuals, excused yourselves from earnest, active service in your Master's cause. You have been too indolent and have left others to carry many of the heavier burdens which you could and should have borne.
 Your spiritual strength and blessing will be proportionate to the labor of love and the good works which you perform. The injunction of the apostle Paul is: "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." 
Keeping the commandments of God requires of us good works, self-denial, self-sacrifice, and devotion for the good of others, not that our good works alone can save us, but that we surely cannot be saved without good works.
 After we have done all that we are capable of doing, we are then to say: We have done no more than our duty, and at best are unprofitable servants, unworthy of the smallest favor from God. Christ must be our righteousness and the crown of our rejoicing.  {3T 526.2}
We need to encourage patient, painstaking efforts. Courage is now wanted, not lazy despondency and fretful murmuring. We are in this world to do work for the Master and not to study our inclination and pleasure, to serve and glorify ourselves. Why, then, should we be inactive and discouraged because we do not see the immediate results we desire?  {3T 525.2}

Spiritual Dwarfs.—

Paul longed to speak to the church in Corinth of spiritual things. But to his sorrow he found it in great weakness. The church members could not even bear to hear the truth concerning themselves. [1 Cor. 3:1, 2 quoted.] 

And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, [even] as unto babes in Christ.  

  3:2   I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able [to bear it], neither yet now are ye able
The Spiritual growth of this people was so dwarfed that a plain "Thus saith the Lord" was an offense to them. Paul knew that by giving them the truth he would be ranked as an accuser and faultfinder (MS 74, 1899).  {6BC 1086.1}

Living on a Low Level.--[1 Cor. 3:1-3 quoted.] 
Those addressed in these words had not been feeding on Christ, and therefore they were not advanced in spiritual knowledge. Paul said, "I have fed you with milk"-- the plainest, most simple truths, suitable for converts young in the faith; "not with meat"--the solid, nourishing, spiritual food suited to those who have made progress in a knowledge of divine things. They were living on a low level, dwelling on the surface truths which call for no thought, no deep research (MS 70, 1901).  {6BC 1086.2}
 Our work is to toil in the vineyard of the Lord, not merely for ourselves, but for the good of others. Our influence is a blessing or a curse to others. We are here to form perfect characters for heaven. We have something to do besides repining and murmuring at God's providences, and writing bitter things against ourselves.

 Our adversary will not allow us to rest. If we are indeed God's children we shall be harassed and sorely beset, and we need not expect that Satan or those under his influence will treat us well. But there are angels who excel in strength who will be with us in all our conflicts if we will only be faithful. Christ conquered Satan in our behalf in the wilderness of temptation. He is mightier than Satan, and He will shortly bruise him under our feet.  {3T 526.1}

 The Lord Our Efficiency.—The Lord desires us to distinguish between the means and the instrument. [1 Cor. 3:5, 6 quoted.] The human agent is only the instrument; it is to the Lord he owes his efficiency. He must cooperate with divine power (Letter 150, 1900).  {6BC 1086.5}

   Let Christ Direct.--In your work of character building be sure that Christ is your director. It makes a great difference whether you are laborers together with God or whether you are laborers together against God; whether it is your highest ambition to magnify God or to magnify yourself and your plans.
D - IS DECEIVING; E - IS EMBARASSMENT; B - IS BITTERNESS AND T – IS TROUBLE. PUT TOGETHER IT SPELLS DEBT.
DECEIVING IS MISLEADING, ENSNARING, BEGUILING, AND CHEATING.
 SO NOW YOU HAVE EMBARASSMENT ARISING FROM INSOLVENCY, OR FROM A TEMPORARY INABILITY TO DISCHARGE DEBTS. 

THIS LEADS YOU TO BITTERNESS WITH DEEP DISTRESS OF THE MIND OR IMPLACABLENESS OF PASSIONS AND EMOTIONS, AS THE BITTERNESS OF ANGER.

 NOW YOU HAVE TROUBLE WHICH IS DISTURBANCE OF THE MIND, AGITATION, AND COMMOTION OF SPIRITS, PERPLEXITY THAT WHICH GIVES DISTURBANCE, ANNOYANCE OR VEXATION THAT WHICH AFFLICTS.

NOW YOU HAVE A MISLEADING PERSON WHO’S INABILITY TO DISCHARGE DEBT FINDS HIS MIND IS NOW IN DEEP DISTRESS WHICH CAUSES DISTURBANCE OF TRANQUILITY IN THE MIND. D.E.B.T. 
Christ declares, "Without me ye can do nothing"--nothing that will be approved by God. Study your motives carefully, and make sure that you are not working in your own wisdom, apart from Christ (MS 102, 1903).  {6BC 1087.2}

SHALL WE PRAY
PAGE  
1

