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Can I Be Saved?

Can I Be Saved? At a recent Bible study, I was asked this question point blank. Can I Be Saved? I can give that answer in detail today from God’s Word as this is a question we have all asked at one time or another, and it is a question asked by multiplied millions for many years on either side of the cross; but first, let us seek the Lord’s guidance and presence.

Can I Be Saved?
Before I answer this question, it is important that we thoroughly understand from God’s Word, the basis of salvation. We find that in Ephesians 2:8, 9. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

We are saved by what? By grace. What is grace? Simply put, it is the favor of God, towards a guilty party, that deserves to suffer the penalty of their wrongdoing. This favor is the complete removal from all record of the transgression. It is both unearned and undeserved. Clearly understood, there is nothing a transgressor can do in the form of personal effort to obtain salvation other than to accept by faith the gift of God.

I give this simple example of grace, in human terms, for a clearer understanding of grace. I am in a hurry to keep an appointment and I am already late. I ignore the speed limit on interstate 85 and choose to speed at 100 mph, so as to make up some time. I do not feel guilty of this transgression of a civil law as I justify the act as necessary to be on time. However I quickly come under conviction when I see in my rear view mirror the blinking blue lights. I am given a citation with a court date.

I then appear before the judge and am told that I am guilty of wreck-less driving for exceeding the speed limit by 30 miles. The penalty in this case is a $5,000 fine and loss of my driver’s license for a year plus court costs. The penalty must be satisfied. The judge than considers my situation and informs me that on my behalf, he will pay both the fine and the court costs from his own pocket, and excuses the requirement of license revocation for reckless driving. I have never seen this judge before and yet because I was guilty of breaking man’s law and fully deserved to suffer the penalties associated with the violation, the judge bore all of the consequences on my behalf. You can say that I found what in the judge? GRACE, GRACE. 

You and I have been guilty before the God of heaven and his bar of justice, we are guilty of having often transgressing His law, and we fully deserve the second death penalty for all the accumulated transgression. GUILTY, GUILTY! 

But in the everlasting covenant that was set up before the entrance of sin, yes, long before even the foundation of the world, Jesus our Creator said I will. I will take the sins of My created people and pay the penalty in full, so that they may enjoy the blessings of eternity for which I created them. We who so choose to accept the gift of God have found what in His infinite mercy? GRACE, GRACE. 

A certain rich young ruler asked Jesus in Luke 18:18 “Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” The keeper of the prison in Acts 16:30 said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And this has been the inquiry of many an anxious heart down through the corridors of time. Can I Be Saved? What must I do to be saved?
We know the basis of salvation, Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved…” That is the basis. That is God’s part. The question is what can I do, or what shall I do or what must I do? Brothers and sisters let us clearly understand that there is nothing you or I can do to earn salvation. All the work has been done. That was God’s part. So what is man’s part? What can man do? Rather, what must man do? Does man even have a part? 
The answer is YES. Of course man has a part. In Philippians 2:12 Paul said “…work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” What did Paul mean by this when in Ephesians 2:8 & 9 he said, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” He said to work out your own salvation and yet said salvation is not of works? Did he contradict himself? What did he mean? He is telling us that we have no part in God’s part which is the basis of salvation. So what is our part? We are to meet the conditions of salvation. Some have mistakenly taken a single scripture and made it the only condition of salvation. Romans 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” And from this text they boastfully tell others, “I was saved on such and such a date.”

But is the declaration of belief in Jesus the only condition of salvation? No, no. It is one of many. In fact I will now give you 5 such conditions with supporting scriptures.
1. BELIEVE – This we have already discussed in Romans 10:9. John 3:16 reinforces the need to believe. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” To the Philippian jailer they said in Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved…” So is it important to believe? Yes it is. Can I be saved if I don’t believe? No I can’t. Believing is a condition of salvation. Now it is important that the sinner must feel the need of Christ. They are not naturally drawn to Christ. The heart must be in a condition so that it can be responsive to the drawing power of the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately it is usually when a person hits rock bottom before one sees themselves in the wretched, miserable, helpless and hopeless condition that man is truly in. In a state of self loathing, the Holy Spirit can gain entrance causing a person to evaluate their miserable sinful condition. This leads the sinner to the second condition of salvation: 
2. REPENTANCE - How shall a man be justified before God and how shall he be made righteous? Many asked that question of Peter on the Day of Pentecost and his reply was in Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out…”  Repentance includes a genuine godly sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we clearly see its sinfulness and what it cost the God of heaven. Brothers and sisters, until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in the life. Multitudes sorrow that they have sinned and even make an outward reformation because they fear that their wrongdoing will bring suffering upon themselves. But this is not repentance in the Bible sense. They lament the suffering rather than the sin. But when the heart yields to the influence of the Spirit of God, the conscience will be quickened, and the sinner will discern something of the depth and sacredness of God's holy law.

The prayer of David after his fall illustrates the nature of true sorrow for sin. His repentance was sincere and deep as found in Psalm 51:1-14, which I encourage you to read later. We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than we can be pardoned without Christ. Christ is the source of every right impulse. He is the only one that can implant in the heart enmity against sin. Every desire for truth and purity, every conviction of our own sinfulness, is evidence that His Spirit is moving upon our hearts.

If you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself better. There are many who think they are not good enough yet to come to Christ. Do you expect to become better through your own efforts? There is help for us only in God. We must not wait for stronger persuasions, for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We can do nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just as we are.

Sin, however small it may be esteemed, can be indulged in only at the peril of infinite loss. What we do not overcome, will overcome us and work out our destruction.

Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel. Delay for repentance is oftentimes fatal. The Scriptures say in 2 Corinthians 6:2, "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." And in Hebrews 3:7, 8, "Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts."

Just as there is no such thing as square circles, there is no such thing as a carnal Christian; so I ask you can I be saved if there is no genuine repentance? No I can’t. Repentance is a condition of salvation.
When we understand something of the infinite sacrifice that Christ has made in our behalf, when we see Jesus on the cross, wounded and bleeding because of our sins, the heart is melted with tenderness and contrition. It will lead the sinner to the next step on the path to salvation:

3. CONFESSION - Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” The conditions of obtaining the mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the forgiveness of sin. We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances, to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.  

The confession that is the outpouring of the inmost soul finds its way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist says, "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Psalm 34:18

Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and reformation. There must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin.

The humble and broken heart, subdued by genuine repentance, will appreciate something of the love of God and the cost of Calvary; and as a son confesses to a loving father, so will the truly penitent bring all his sins before God. And it is written, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. Can I be saved without confessing my sins to God? No I can’t. Confession is a condition of salvation.
Having been drawn by the Holy Spirit to Christ and sensing the need for Christ to be in control of one’s life, leading to repentance and confession, the next step is:

4. OBEDIENCE – Jesus said in John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” Which commandments? Specifically, the Ten Commandments which He spoke on Mt. Sinai and wrote in stone with His fingers. John wrote under inspiration in 1 John 2:3, 4 “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” Under inspiration James says in James 2:10 “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all.” How many commandments must I keep? 10. Why? Because if I break just one again and again while keeping the other nine, I am guilty of breaking all ten. Does God say what He means? Yes. Does God mean what He says? Yes. Is there any justifiable excuse for breaking one commandment? No. 

Jesus leaves no room for doubt in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, (this is talking about Christians since Christians acknowledge Jesus as Lord) Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” And iniquity is lawlessness or transgression of even one of God’s commandments. So it does not matter if you have had a hundred crusades for Jesus around the world, if you are breaking a commandment it will keep you out of heaven. The Revelator tells us in Revelation 22:14, “Blessed [are] they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” Can I be saved without keeping the commandments? No I can’t. Obedience is a condition of salvation.

There is a fifth condition of salvation and that is BAPTISM. The question is asked, “Is baptism really essential?” Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” There is only one acceptable method of baptism according to Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” Jesus our example in all things was baptized by immersion in Mark 1:9, 10 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water.”
What must a person do to prepare for baptism? A person should do three simple things prior to baptism. A. Learn God’s requirements. Matthew 28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them…” “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:…” B. Believe the truth of God’s Word. Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, …” C. Repent of and turn away from his sins and experience conversion. Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, …” Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, …”

How soon should a person be baptized? Philip, a deacon and leader in the early church, baptized the treasurer of Ethiopia by immersion, according to Acts 8:38, 39. “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.” According to verses 30-35, Philip first spent time teaching the man prior to baptism. It is true that baptism is an urgent matter for a converted sinner as we read in Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Baptism is a public testimony that the repentant sinner has been forgiven and cleansed by Jesus and that his sinful, traitorous past is buried in the watery grave.

A person should not delay baptism thinking that he must be sure he will never slip and fall; as it is like saying a baby should never try to walk until certain that he will never slip and fall. A new Christian is a new-born babe in Christ. This is why the conversion experience is called the “new birth.” The ugly sinful past no longer exists for a child of God, as that past has been forgiven and forgotten by God. God judges us on our attitude and the trend of our life, rather than on a few slips and falls we may experience as immature Christians. 

Baptism is not the graduation, but it should not be entered into too soon either. Basic instruction is important, as too many people have been baptized before conversion and they come up from the water a wet sinner with their carnal nature intact. 
How long does it take to prepare for baptism? That depends on the person. Some grasp things more quickly than others, but in most cases, preparation can be made in short order. Conversion is the key. 
The question is, “Can I be saved if I am not baptized? In John 3:5   Jesus told Nicodemus this, “Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, (that’s baptism) he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” So by the words of Jesus Himself, the answer is NO; I cannot be saved if I am not baptized. It is a condition of salvation. Jesus did not need to be baptized, but He was baptized for two reasons. #1. To be an example that we are to follow and #2. To allow His baptism to apply to any individual who desires baptism and is physically incapable to be baptized. And brothers and sisters if we have been breaking God’s Sabbath since we have first been baptized, that is spiritual adultery and a re-baptism would be in order.
Now let us summarize what we have studied today:

The BASIS of Salvation - Salvation is only possible through the GRACE of God in what Jesus did for us on the cross and we become candidates for salvation by accepting this gift by faith. There is nothing else that we can do to earn it.

The CONDITIONS of Salvation – We have discussed 5 conditions of salvation:

1. We must BELIEVE;

2. We must REPENT;

3. We must CONFESS;

4. We must be OBEDIENT;
5. We must be BAPTIZED.

Only God can change the heart of a willing person. The Lord says in Isaiah 1:18, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." And in Ezekiel 36:26, "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." 
There is another important aspect of the Christian experience and that is FAITH and ACCEPTANCE. If we read about the promises from God that all of our sins would be washed away and believe they are, they are gone and under the blood. But if we go through the steps and doubt that they are forgiven, the sins remain and there has been no conversion, for you see faith requires an action of the will. 

Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."  

Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." There is a condition to this promise--that we pray according to the will of God. But it is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we have received them. It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to stand before the law without shame or remorse. Paul wrote in Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

I would be amiss if I did not mention the NECESSITY and PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER. Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. When Jesus was upon the earth, He taught His disciples how to pray. He directed them to present their daily needs before God, and to cast all their care upon Him. And the assurance He gave them that their petitions should be heard, is assurance also to us.
Without unceasing prayer and diligent watching we are in danger of growing careless and of deviating from the right path. The adversary seeks continually to obstruct the way to the mercy seat, that we may not by earnest supplication and faith obtain grace and power to resist temptation.

God often supplies our needs, but not always our wants. The scripture says, “…no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Psalm 84:11

And finally brethren we must endure in these the last days of the final generation on earth. We must hold fast to the truth as has been revealed in scripture and we must follow closely the road maps Jesus has provided us with, so as to navigate through the rough roads ahead. Paramount in our experience is to overcome. In the messages to the seven churches found in Revelation chapters 2 and 3, the reward is to “…he that overcometh.”  In a few moments I will have the deacons pass out a paper with 56 Bible quotations pertaining to overcoming, and a number of Spirit of Prophecy quotes to help you in your growth and patient endurance. But first let us pray….
