May 10, 2008
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“The Laodicean Disease”  
It is important for each of us to be constantly aware that Satan is an equal opportunity destroyer, and that he doesn’t care how he deceives you into believing that you are in a right relationship to God, just so long as he can deceive you so that you will be lost and share his ultimate fate.

He does not love you, nor does he love the angels that were with him in his rebellion against heaven nor does he love even one of his human  worshippers, which are many. In fact the only love he is capable of is the love he has for himself. He originated the virus called sin and in this final generation he has developed a particular strain of that virus called “The Laodicean Disease.” What we need to know is: #1. What are the symptoms; #2. Are we infected with this eternally, fatal disease; #3. If infected, what is the cure?
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
How many here get the monthly CD from Keep the Faith Ministry? The reason I ask is that most of you met Hal Mayer who is the current director of KTF, but the man who started that ministry is one of our denomination’s dear faithful pastors, Elder Lawrence Nelson. Years ago he related an event which took place early in his ministry.  He was sent to Cameroon, which is a Central African nation on the Gulf of Guinea, bordered by Nigeria, Chad, the Central African Republic, the Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, and Gabon. It is nearly twice the size of Oregon. The young Nelson was to be there only 30 days as a world youth leader, and he was to visit our schools and outposts.

The country was sorely lacking in the area of sanitation and proper sewage control. Running alongside the sidewalks were open sewers with human waste. While walking in the business district, this young man was suddenly confronted with a tall naked man who was about to bump into him. He quickly jumped to the side, over the open sewer to avoid a collision. 
Indeed this man was a sight to behold, as he was covered with the filth of the open sewer, which he had fallen into and climbed out of. His body odor made the young man sick to his stomach. He noticed the man’s chest and stomach were covered with sores and pus was oozing from them. 

Several of his fingers and toes were missing, having been destroyed by leprosy. This miserable wretch of humanity had no nose, for that was eaten away too.  And through his matted hair it was obvious that the man was blind, as both eyes were missing and only the eye sockets remained. He was a walking skeleton. This young man described him as a living corpse. And long into his senior years, he was still troubled thinking of what he saw that day, a human being that was wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.

In the word of God there is a description of a group of people, who are living in a certain period of the history of the Christian church and the scripture describes these people as being filled with the leprosy of sin. Turn to Revelation 3:14-17 for you see they too like the man in Cameroon, are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. Let us read: “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.
We have previously studied these periods of Christian history in the messages to the seven churches found in Revelation chapters 2 and 3. I will give a quick review of those periods, however we will spend our time today only in the seventh period, a period we live in today. The first period found in Revelation 2: 1-7 was the age of apostolic purity from AD 31 to AD 100 and was called the church at Ephesus. The second period found in the same chapter verses 8-11 was the church of persecution from AD 100 – 323 AD and was called the church at Smyrna. The third church period described in verses 12-17 was the church of compromise from 323 AD to 538 AD and was called the church at Pergamos.  The fourth church period is described in verses 18-29 was the church of darkness and covered the period known as the dark ages from 538 AD to 1798 AD and was called the church at Thyatira. We also know that this was the 1260 year period of Papal supremacy and has been called the age of adversity. It was during this period, staring in 1517 that there was a renewed interest in the Holy Scriptures and the Protestant reformation began. The fifth church period of Christian history is found in the first six verses of Revelation chapter 3, running from 1798 to 1833. Persecution had stopped and the reformation had born much fruit, but the churches stopped studying and stopped growing. It was called the church at Sardis and it had become destitute of the spirit. In verses 7-13 there was a revival during the Millerite period and a renewal of spirit amongst the religionists in this period known as the church at Philadelphia, covering an eleven year period from 1833-1844. Philadelphia means “brotherly love” and was the church that was certain that Jesus would come on October 22, 1844. But that church suffered the great disappointment prophesied in Revelation 10:8-11.

This brings us to where we are right now, living in the final period of church history, the church at Laodicea, a period starting in 1844 and will culminate in the climatic event of the second coming of Jesus. Laodicea means “the people judged” or “judging the people” and is the age of judgment. We know what really happened on October 22, 1844, that Jesus moved from the Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary where He had been since His ascension in AD 31, into the Most Holy Place, commencing the investigative judgment. 
Laodicea is a self-deceived church because it sees itself completely opposite to how heaven sees its true spiritual condition. Jesus sees the church as neither cold nor hot, rather in a sickening lukewarm condition. In verse 16 He says that our condition is so despicable that He would vomit us from His mouth. In verse 17 He points out the fact that we live in denial for the church sees itself as “…rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;” But Jesus says in the same verse that we need to examine ourselves because our true spiritual condition is “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”   
And therein we find the first item of what we need to know and that is the symptoms of this Laodicean disease. I count six symptoms and we need to consider each one, for they are not speaking only about the world of Christianity in general, and the corporate structure of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in particular, but also each of us as individuals in God’s remnant church. We want to be sure that we do not have any one or a combination of any of these symptoms. The first symptom is a Lukewarm condition; 2nd A Wretched condition; 3rd A Miserable condition; 4th Being Poor or Poverty; 5th Blindness and 6th Nakedness.
I do not believe that God’s true remnant people within the Seventh-day Adventist Church will have a single one of those six symptoms. Now let’s look at these symptoms and their meanings, so as to understand what the infection is, and finally we will study the cure.
Lukewarm – The dictionary definition of lukewarm is moderately warm; tepid; but in relating it to the human condition, it is having or showing little zeal, or enthusiasm; it is being indifferent and lacking conviction. 
Wretched -
 The dictionary definition is to be deeply afflicted, dejected, or distressed in body or mind.

Miserable - The dictionary definition is being in a pitiable state of distress or unhappiness.

Poor - The dictionary definition is lacking possessions; relating to, or characterized by poverty; less than adequate: small in worth.
Blind – The dictionary definition is sightless; unable or unwilling to discern or judge.
Naked - The dictionary definition is not covered by clothing; devoid of customary or natural covering; scantily supplied or furnished.
How did the SDA church get to this pitiful condition described by Jesus as wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked? I won’t go into our past history for there have been many ambitious, self-seeking men in leadership positions from Ellen White’s time until now that have acted as agents of Satan and contributed to this omega of apostasy. I would rather deal with some present conditions that have made the slide towards perdition ever so much more apparent. Here from the S.O.P. is a description of what is taking place in our church today, and it also answers the questions: Will there be a change for the better? Will this incredible apostasy stop? I read from 1 SM 204-205:
  “The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh‑day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the structure.  1 SM 204-205
Did you hear the answer? Listen, “Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement.” In other words, nothing will stop this movement until the vast majority of SDA’s are involved in this apostasy that they finally depart God’s remnant church and they return to Babylon.

Satan has been trying to destroy the purity of this church since God raised it up to carry the three angel’s messages to a dying world, by introducing false doctrines, knowing that if they were accepted, they would lead to apostasy.  

That statement I just read said that “…this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith …” The assault began in 1956 with the compromises regarding our Sanctuary message and the atonement. Today the three angel’s messages and the sanctuary message are no longer taught in much of Adventism. We resemble Evangelicalism more than we do Adventism. The “New Theology” is taught and believed by the majority. It is believed in many of our churches that we cannot get the victory over sin and that we will go on sinning until Jesus comes. The nature of Christ has been declared as that of Adam before the fall.
In that same statement it says, “A new organization would be established. In almost every area of the work, apostasy has control. The liberals in the church have created a new organization. They have drunk from the fountains of evangelicals in an attempt to change us from the blueprint that God gave us to follow. In many ways, the apostasy of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the structure far exceeds the depths of the apostasies of ancient Israel.
The statement goes on to say, “Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced.” It is being taught in our academies and colleges that God’s Word is not a sufficient rule of faith or guide to standards and doctrines; therefore Scripture is not a sole authority. Liberals are teaching that man’s suppositions must be added to God’s Word, God help us. They say it is not wrong to drink liquor as long as it’s done in moderation. Steve Case wrote a book titled “Shall We Dance: Rediscovering Christ Centered Standards,” in which he was downplaying historic Adventist beliefs. He wrote that abstaining from alcohol is not necessary, but we should not drink in high risk settings, better to imbibe at home or in restaurants. He encourages students to drink in dormitories, youth gatherings and at home, but never in taverns.

The liberals in Adventism say that homosexuality and lesbianism are moral healthy lifestyles and those living in sodomy are in a godly way of life. One lesbian wrote a book titled, “In Our Own Words,” which contained the struggles of women to gain rights within our church. Formerly she was a Bible instructor, later an academy teacher, and today she is a salaried woman pastor who is married to another woman.  “Wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”   
Wife swapping is happening in Adventist centers and polygamy is encouraged in Central and South Africa using the widespread polygamy of the Old Testament as the precedent for the practice. They site Abraham, Jacob, Isaac, David and Solomon as the authority. Why do men veer so far from God’s Word? It is because they trust in the words, theories, assumptions, vain philosophies and suppositions of other men.  

In regards to the worldly clothing, cosmetics and jewelry that are becoming so prevalent in the Adventist churches today, Gary Land in his book, “Adventists in Plain Dress,” wrote that Adventists got their plain dress standards from the Puritans and the Quakers. Another Adventist woman wrote that adornment is good and that it is a restriction of women’s rights not to let them dress and adorn their bodies any way they like. Another liberal feminist wrote a book titled, “The Welcome Table: Setting a Place for Ordained Women,” stated that the standards for women and the household that we find in Paul’s writings are not from God, but from the Greco-Roman household codes. In other words, throw out the Bible, we no longer need it, we can set our own standards. “Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced.”

SDA Richard Rice had his theories published by an Adventist publishing house where he believes that God knows the past, but is ignorant regarding the future. Such a stand would have to throw out the prophecies of Daniel, Revelation and Matthew chapter 24. Another SDA author repudiates the Bible and states that God will not destroy the wicked. He states that God never has and never will execute capital punishment on the wicked; this in spite of the clear, multitudinous statements in the Bible, Spirit of Prophecy and in particular “The Great Controversy.”  

SDA Dick Winn in his book “His Healing Love,” wrote that hellfire is just a metaphor and nothing more. Lost people will just be dead eternally.

SDA Chaplain and pastor at La Sierra University, Steve Daily, wrote in his book “Adventism for a New Generation,” that there is no hellfire. He has been guiding students at that university for 15 years now and teaches them that we need to escape from our Victorian heritage and is critical against books written by Ellen White such as “Messages to Young People,” where physical contact with a person of the opposite sex before marriage is discouraged. Steve Daily not only encourages pre-marital sex, but wants the students to be innovative in their sexual behavior. He holds up pleasure as the objective to be reached. He also encourages his students to discover the healthful benefits of masturbation. He further encourages his students to involve themselves in interdenominational Bible study and attendance, especially drawing close to celebration and tongues churches. He wants all doctrinal differences to be put aside.  You might wonder if such a book, “Adventism for a New Generation,” could be approved for publication. It had a high endorsement from the president of one of our largest conferences, F. Lynn Mallery of the Southeastern California Conference of SDAs. William Loveless, Sr. Pastor of one of our largest churches, Loma Linda University Church, stated that he was unequivocally supportive of the document. Loveless taught many SDA pastors how to hypnotize their congregations on Sabbath worship hour.   
“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.
The church no longer preaches a hot message. They have thrown out the Sanctuary message. They no longer preach the three angel’s messages. They are not peculiar to the world in manner of dress. The Sabbath is lightly regarded as pastors of many churches now are encouraging their members to eat at restaurants on Sabbath. The Seventh-day Adventist denomination is not only lukewarm but it is in a wretched and miserable condition. What else? It is blind. The dictionary definition is sightless; unable or unwilling to discern or judge. Why?
1 Samuel 9:9 states “(Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, thus he spake, Come, and let us go to the seer: for [he that is] now [called] a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.)”  

SDA Pastors have stood in their pulpits and thrown the Spirit of Prophecy books into garbage cans, stating we won’t need these anymore. The churches have brought the condition of blindness upon themselves.

The church is naked before God in character. 

What about us as individuals? Is there any hope for Laodicea? I am afraid that the structure church has past the limits of forbearance. But not the case for many Laodiceans because God Himself has given the remedy in Revelation 3:18. “I counsel thee to buy [that is to obtain without money Isaiah 55:1] of me gold [The gold God is speaking of is the spiritual riches of faith and love and truth] tried in the fire, [This is the fire of affliction. Turn to Job 23:10. Fire burns wood but it removes the dross from the gold. Don’t complain in your trials, God is cleaning you up, not to be a better complainer, but a better jewel for His kingdom.] that thou mayest be rich; [Rich in faith and love and truth] and white raiment, [White raiment is the righteousness of Christ; it is having His mind, reaching for and obtaining a sinless character] that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, [The eyesalve is the antidote for spiritual blindness and is the work of the Holy Spirit to enable the Christian to discern between right and wrong, truth and error.] that thou mayest see.  God gave us the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, if we don’t see; it is because we desire to eat from the devil’s offering.

In verse 19 Jesus says, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.” Can’t you hear the Savior pleading with you? He makes the invitation in verse 20 to us, the Laodiceans, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”
He then announces the reward in verse 21, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”
The promises of eternal life are made to the overcomers of all seven periods of church history, but understand this, that the promise is only made to overcomers. 

Has your fire gone out and at best you are in a lukewarm condition? Do you have any of those symptoms? Are you ready to leave it all at the altar and be by God’s grace an overcomer? I need to be an overcomer. If you need to get some reformation and revival going again in your life, join me for prayer at the altar.
Shall we pray…
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