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“What On Earth Do We Do Now?” Shall we pray….

On April 3rd I spoke on Unity and I prefaced the sermon with the statement that in just 5 days we will have day one of the Revelation Promises Prophecy seminar. For 23 sessions, Ron Foutz delivered stirring Bible Truths, exposing most of the errors being taught throughout the Christian world today on life and death matter doctrines. 47 non-Seventh Day Adventists were in attendance that first night. And night after night the attendance dwindled as those who heard those truths they did not want to hear, chose not to return.

When God’s Holy Spirit calls, not everyone responds to His leading. But there were some who did hear and they did respond. And today there are seven who have committed their lives to follow Jesus all the way, beginning in baptism. Some have been baptized before and some have never been baptized. But because of unfaithfulness to God they have been moved by the Holy Spirit to commit their whole lives to following in the Master’s steps. Can I hear an Amen church?

There was the truth about the state of the dead. And then hell fire as a future event prepared for Satan and his angels and lost humanity. Satan, sin and sinners will be no more. Sin will never contaminate God’s universe again.

And they learned the truth about the second coming of Jesus and the errors taught in regards to the secret rapture. But paramount in their learning was the precious truth regarding God’s blessed, sanctified and holy Sabbath day. Yes today seven precious souls will unite with God’s only remnant group of believers on the face of the earth, here in 2004, the final days of earth’s history. 

Many who have broken commandments of God, be it stealing, fornication or adultery, covetousness or even murder, have felt the need to be baptized or re-baptized. And justly so: for these are violations of humanity against humanity. But when one has discovered that they have been trampling God’s seventh day Sabbath, whether knowingly or in ignorance, the realization of this sin against the Creator-God, convicts their heart that they indeed must be born again.

How serious is a violation of the fourth commandment? I submit to you that it is a violation of four commandments. It breaks the first commandment that, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Satan, who hating God, hating His law and hating His fourth commandment, said I will be like God and I will have the worship of the universe. And using his influence on man, through the Papacy, he was successful in getting man to change God’s law and in Christ’s stead he, Satan is worshipped. His counterfeit Sabbath man holds sacred in the place of God’s Sabbath. Yes brothers and sisters, Sunday-keeping is giving reverence to the author of that pagan counterfeit, Satan himself, in violation of the first commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”.

It breaks the second commandment that forbids idol worship. Sunday is an idol. It is not only revered by the Christian world, but it will be the object or focus of this nation, and in time the world. As church and state unite, a National Sunday law will pass, and the Sunday idol worshippers will choose the mark of the beast.

It breaks the third commandment, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” Jesus said in Matthew 15:9 “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” They sing their praises to God but Jesus says, “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” They pray their prayers to God, but God says in Proverbs 28:9, “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.” Yes Sunday-keeping is violating the 3rd commandment that states “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain” and the commandment goes on to say, “for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” That means they will not stand innocent before God. 

Yes brothers and sisters God is calling His people out of Babylon into His remnant church. He is calling for true repentance on the sinner’s part, the afflicting of one’s soul as the enormity of the sin is understood by the sinner. Violating the fourth commandment is breaking four commandments against God Himself.

And yes if we read our brother James correctly in James 2:9 “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” Breaking the 4th commandment, according to James under inspiration is a violation of 10 commandments, is it not? 

Who better than Peter, the tried and tempest tossed apostle who was sifted like wheat by Satan, but eventually his faith gained him the victory. Yes, who better than Peter, to sound the alarm to an unsuspecting Christian world in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”

Do you understand the warning? Yes we can decipher Satan’s hand when destruction comes with great force. But what about the small subtle ways that Satan speaks to ones conscience. Why breaking God’s Sabbath in the past, was no big thing. I tell you brothers and sisters that if we can rationalize that breaking God’s Sabbath in the past, knowingly or in ignorance, was no big deal, then Eve’s taking the piece of fruit and eating it was no big deal either. But it was a very big deal, as it explains the mess the world is in today. And if past Sabbath-breaking doesn’t crush your heart with remorse, then take a closer look at Jesus on the cross. It was for that sin He died in your place. Oh yes he died for all your sins, but for Sabbath-breaking especially as that is His sign between Him and His people. It is His seal.

Praise God for the protection He affords His people. The agency by which God protects His people is presented in the words of the psalmist: "The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them." Psalm 34:7. Thus God's people, exposed to the deceptive power and unsleeping malice of the prince of darkness, and in conflict with all the forces of evil, are assured of the unceasing guardianship of heavenly angels. 

If God has granted to His children promise of grace and protection, it is because there are mighty agencies of evil to be met--agencies numerous, determined, and untiring, of whose malignity and power none can safely be ignorant or unheeding.  

Evil spirits, in the beginning created sinless, were equal in nature, power, and glory with the holy beings that are now God's messengers. But fallen through sin, they are leagued together for the dishonor of God and the destruction of men. United with Satan in his rebellion, and with him cast out from heaven, they have, through all succeeding ages, co-operated with him in his warfare against the divine authority. We are told in Scripture of their confederacy and government, of their various orders, of their intelligence and subtlety, and of their malicious designs against the peace and happiness of men. 

The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us were it not that we may find shelter and deliverance in the superior power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure our houses with bolts and locks to protect our property and our lives from evil men; but we seldom think of the evil angels who are constantly seeking access to us, and against whose attacks we have, in our own strength, no method of defense. If permitted, they can distract our minds, disorder and torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their only delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the condition of those who resist the divine claims and yield to Satan's temptations, until God gives them up to the control of evil spirits. 

We read in Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon (that of course is Satan) was wroth with the woman (God’s church through the ages), and went to make war with the remnant (that’s God’s faithful Seventh Day Adventist people today) and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. We are in a war brothers and sisters and the battle is for our eternal life or our eternal destruction.

The enemy of souls is angry with any with anyone who chooses to follow Jesus all the way. It does not sit well with him when a precious soul chooses to keep the commandment that he hates the most and has worked so hard to destroy. I wish I could tell each of the seven who are to be baptized today, that life will get easier the moment you step out of the water. But that would be a lie. It doesn’t get easier, but it does get better. How? Because those who follow Christ are ever safe under His watchcare. Angels that excel in strength are sent from heaven to protect them. The wicked one cannot break through the guard which God has stationed about His people.

Recognizing the battle that we are in, Paul tells us how as soldiers of Christ we are to dress in Ephesians 6:11-20. Turn there please. Ephesians 6:11-20. “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;  And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”

Jesus tells us in Mark 8:34, “Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” He goes on to say in Matthew 10:37, 38, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.”  

“What On Earth Do We Do Now?” There will be trials, but whatever cross may be your lot to bear, remember that we have the promise that it will never be more than we can bear. And as Paul has stated in 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  

Today seven precious souls are consenting to join God’s remnant church and all of heaven is rejoicing. At 2 pm today, the rest of the world will be doing business as usual. Shopping at the malls, attending theaters and ball games, picnics and circuses, and every other Sabbath-trampling business the mind can conceive. But in heaven and in the un-fallen worlds, there will be great joy as seven precious souls have recognized the importance of placing their Redeemer first in their lives as they cast their lot with Jesus. His death was not in vain. The names of Barrie and Lillie and Rebecca and Mary and Adera and Dacia and Zora will be the object of praise in heaven as they are written into the Lamb’s book of life.  

Here are they that keep the Commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus.

When they learned that there was something that was displeasing to God in their lives, they removed it, they discarded it or they changed their lifestyle to conform to God’s will in their lives. 

This group of seven has decided not to procrastinate and wait for some future day to make a decision. 

So the question for the seven, who today will bury the old man or woman of sin is, “What On Earth Do We Do Now?” 

We obey Jesus and the gospel commission in Matthew 28:19,20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Whether at work, at school, at the store, in the neighborhood or wherever people cross your path, let your light shine. Let them see Jesus in you. Preach a sermon by your Christ-filled life, and when necessary, use words.

May God bless each of you in this exciting journey to the honor and glory of our God and savior Jesus. And the church said, “Amen.”

Let us sing our closing hymn, “Take My Life and Let It Be” Page 330
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