May 17, 2008
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“The 2 Brides of Jesus”  
Jesus has 2 brides according to Scripture. Now polygamy has been in the news lately, but I can assure you that Jesus was not a polygamist and that heaven never approved of that practice.
The subject of today’s study is “The 2 Brides of Jesus.”    
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
Turn in your Bibles to Revelation 21:2, 9 , 10 “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife, And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,” 

Scripture is clear, the New Jerusalem is the bride of Jesus. The question is, “When did Jesus receive this bride and how did it happen?”
The Spirit of Prophecy, which is the Testimony of Jesus, makes clear that part of our study. I read this from Great Controversy pp426-431.

“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14;” “And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Continuing, “the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13;” “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.” Continuing, “and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi,” Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.” So what we have, Daniel 8:14; Daniel 7:13 and Malachi 3:1 “are descriptions of the same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage, described by Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.  {GC 426.1} 
Let’s take a brief look at the first 6 verses of Matthew 25 because many think that this parable of the ten virgins is future when the Spirit of Prophecy tells us this is history. Verse 1 we see ten virgins which represent the Christian world all professing a true faith in the second coming of Jesus. Verse 2 we see that 5 were diligent Bible students and 5 had a superficial faith who lacked the Holy Spirit verse 3, unlike the wise in verse 4. According to verse 5, all the Christian church was slumbering while the coming of Jesus was delayed. Verse 6 says, “And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”
     Now, continuing from the S.O.P. GC page 426, “In the summer and autumn of 1844 the proclamation, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh," was given. The two classes represented by the wise and foolish virgins were then developed--one class who looked with joy to the Lord's appearing, and who had been diligently preparing to meet Him; another class that, influenced by fear and acting from impulse, had been satisfied with a theory of the truth, but were destitute of the grace of God. In the parable, when the bridegroom came, "they that were ready went in with him to the marriage." The coming of the bridegroom, here brought to view, takes place before the marriage. The marriage represents the reception by Christ of His kingdom. The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is the capital and representative of the kingdom, is called "the bride, the Lamb's wife." Said the angel to John: "Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife." "He carried me away in the spirit," says the prophet, "and showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God." Revelation 21:9, 10. Clearly, then, the bride represents the Holy City, and the virgins that go out to meet the bridegroom are a symbol of the church. In the Revelation the people of God are said to be the guests at the marriage supper. Revelation 19:9. If guests, they cannot be represented also as the bride. Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, will receive from the Ancient of Days in heaven, "dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;" Daniel 7:14;  He will receive the New Jerusalem, the capital of His kingdom, "prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." Revelation 21:2. Having received the kingdom, He will come in His glory, as King of kings and Lord of lords, for the redemption of His people, who are to "sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob," Matthew 8:11;  at His table in His kingdom (Luke 22:30), to partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb.  {GC 426.2}

     “The proclamation, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh," in the summer of 1844, led thousands to expect the immediate advent of the Lord. At the appointed time the Bridegroom came, not to the earth, as the people expected, but to the Ancient of Days in heaven, to the marriage, the reception of His kingdom. "They that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut." They were not to be present in person at the marriage; for it takes place in heaven, while they are upon the earth. The followers of Christ are to "wait for their Lord, when He will return from the wedding." Luke 12:36. But they are to understand His work, and to follow Him by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this sense that they are said to go in to the marriage.  {GC 427.1}

When I studied this it blew my mind. God’s people who were studying did not literally go into the wedding in 1844, but nonetheless, they went in and that was by faith!

Continuing GC 427, “In the parable it was those that had oil in their vessels with their lamps that went in to the marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the truth from the Scriptures, had also the Spirit and grace of God, and who, in the night of their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching the Bible for clearer light--these saw the truth concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the Saviour's change in ministration, and by faith they followed Him in His work in the sanctuary above. And all who through the testimony of the Scriptures accept the same truths, following Christ by faith as He enters in before God to perform the last work of mediation, and at its close to receive His kingdom--all these are represented as going in to the marriage.  {GC 427.2} 

So brothers and sisters as we study and understand these prophecies regarding the sanctuary and the ministration of Christ today in the Most Holy Place, we to are represented as those who went into the marriage by faith. Those who reject the sanctuary message can not go in as the door to the Most Holy is shut.

All right, let’s continue GC 427, “In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is introduced, and the investigative judgment is clearly represented as taking place before the marriage. Previous to the wedding the king comes in to see the guests, to see if all are attired in the wedding garment, the spotless robe of character washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. Matthew 22:11; Revelation 7:14. He who is found wanting is cast out, but all who upon examination are seen to have the wedding garment on are accepted of God and accounted worthy of a share in His kingdom and a seat upon His throne. This work of examination of character, of determining who are prepared for the kingdom of God, is that of the investigative judgment, the closing of work in the sanctuary above.”  {GC 428.1}

     “When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of those who in all ages have professed to be followers of Christ have been examined and decided, then, and not till then, probation will close, and the door of mercy will be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, "They that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut," we are carried down through the Saviour's final ministration, to the time when the great work for man's salvation shall be completed.”  {GC 428.2}

Listen, “In the service of the earthly sanctuary, which, as we have seen, is a figure of the service in the heavenly, when the high priest on the Day of Atonement entered the most holy place, the ministration in the first apartment ceased. God commanded: "There shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until he comes out." Leviticus 16:17. So when Christ entered the holy of holies to perform the closing work of the atonement, He ceased His ministration in the first apartment. But when the ministration in the first apartment ended, the ministration in the second apartment began. When in the typical service the high priest left the holy on the Day of Atonement, he went in before God to present the blood of the sin offering in behalf of all Israel who truly repented of their sins. So Christ had only completed one part of His work as our intercessor, to enter upon another portion of the work, and He still pleaded His blood before the Father in behalf of sinners.”  {GC 428.3}

So you see, “This subject was not understood by Adventists in 1844. After the passing of the time when the Saviour was expected, they still believed His coming to be near; they held that they had reached an important crisis and that the work of Christ as man's intercessor before God had ceased.” {GC 429.1}

     “But clearer light came with the investigation of the sanctuary question. They now saw that they were correct in believing that the end of the 2300 days in 1844 marked an important crisis. But while it was true that that door of hope and mercy by which men had for eighteen hundred years found access to God, was closed, another door was opened, and forgiveness of sins was offered to men through the intercession of Christ in the most holy. One part of His ministration had closed, only to give place to another. There was still an "open door" to the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ was ministering in the sinner's behalf.” {GC 429.2}

Let’s look at Revelation 3:7, 8 because, “Now was seen the application of those words of Christ in the Revelation, addressed to the church at this very time: "These things saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the key of David, He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it." {GC 430.1}

     The following from the S.O.P. is important to understand, “It is those who by faith follow Jesus in the great work of the atonement who receive the benefits of His mediation in their behalf, while those who reject the light which brings to view this work of ministration are not benefited thereby. The Jews who rejected the light given at Christ's first advent, and refused to believe on Him as the Saviour of the world, could not receive pardon through Him. When Jesus at His ascension entered by His own blood into the heavenly sanctuary to shed upon His disciples the blessings of His mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness to continue their useless sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and shadows had ceased. That door by which men had formerly found access to God was no longer open. The Jews had refused to seek Him in the only way whereby He could then be found, through the ministration in the sanctuary in heaven. Therefore they found no communion with God. To them the door was shut. They had no knowledge of Christ as the true sacrifice and the only mediator before God; hence they could not receive the benefits of His mediation.”  {GC 430.2}

All that said makes the following crystal clear, “The condition of the unbelieving Jews illustrates the condition of the careless and unbelieving among professed Christians, who are willingly ignorant of the work of our merciful High Priest. In the typical service, when the high priest entered the most holy place, all Israel were required to gather about the sanctuary and in the most solemn manner humble their souls before God, that they might receive the pardon of their sins and not be cut off from the congregation. How much more essential in this antitypical Day of Atonement that we understand the work of our High Priest and know what duties are required of us.”  {GC 430.3}
Therefore the following brings home the point we need to know, “Men cannot with impunity reject the warning which God in mercy sends them. A message was sent from heaven to the world in Noah's day, and their salvation depended upon the manner in which they treated that message. Because they rejected the warning, the Spirit of God was withdrawn from the sinful race, and they perished in the waters of the Flood. In the time of Abraham, mercy ceased to plead with the guilty inhabitants of Sodom, and all but Lot with his wife and two daughters were consumed by the fire sent down from heaven. So in the days of Christ. The Son of God declared to the unbelieving Jews of that generation: "Your house is left unto you desolate." Matthew 23:38. Looking down to the last days, the same Infinite Power declares, concerning those who "received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved": "For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12. As they reject the teachings of His word, God withdraws His Spirit and leaves them to the deceptions which they love.  {GC 431.1}

And so most in the Christian world in general and the SDA church in particular, are in darkness as it relates to the truth for our time and the role of God’s people.  

     S.O.P. goes on to say, “But Christ still intercedes in man's behalf, and light will be given to those who seek it. Though this was not at first understood by Adventists, it was afterward made plain as the Scriptures which define their true position began to open before them.  {GC 431.2}

     The passing of the time in 1844 was followed by a period of great trial to those who still held the advent faith. Their only relief, so far as ascertaining their true position was concerned, was the light which directed their minds to the sanctuary above. Some renounced their faith in their former reckoning of the prophetic periods and ascribed to human or satanic agencies the powerful influence of the Holy Spirit which had attended the advent movement. Another class firmly held that the Lord had led them in their past experience; and as they waited and watched and prayed to know the will of God they saw that their great High Priest had entered upon another work of ministration, and, following Him by faith, they were led to see also the closing work of the church. They had a clearer understanding of the first and second angels' messages, and were prepared to receive and give to the world the solemn warning of the third angel of Revelation 14.”  {GC 431.3}

Now let me break it down to the simplest terms possible so that you can understand what has happened. In October 1844 Jesus left the Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary and moved into the Most Holy Place. God the Father presented Jesus with His bride, the New Jerusalem City. Those on earth who were the wise virgins, God’s church, were not the bride, for they were the guests and they went into the wedding, by faith. The foolish virgins and those today who do not understand the sanctuary, those who say the atonement ended at the cross, are stuck in the Holy Place and the door has been shut. Since 1844, Jesus has been carrying on the work of the investigative judgment in what is called the anti-typical Day of Atonement, when God’s true people will be afflicting their souls and sighing and crying between the porch and the altar for the abominations that are happening in the church. First Conclusion: THE NEW JERUSALEM, the city of God, IS THE first BRIDE OF JESUS WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM THE FATHER BY INHERITANCE.
Now let’s talk about the 2nd bride of Jesus. Again, turning to the Spirit of Prophecy, I read this, “God is the husband of His church. The church is the bride, the Lamb's wife. Every true believer is a part of the body of Christ. Christ regards unfaithfulness shown to Him by His people as the unfaithfulness of a wife to her husband. We are to remember that we are members of Christ's body.” (Letter 39, 1902).  

     Here is further testimony, “The church is the bride, the Lamb's wife. She should keep herself pure, sanctified, holy. Never should she indulge in any foolishness; for she is the bride of a King. Yet she does not realize her exalted position. If she understood this, she would be all-glorious within.” (Letter 177, 1901).  

     And this “The church is the bride of Christ, and her members are to yoke up with their Leader. God warns us not to defile our garments.” (Letter 123 1/2, 1898).  What are the garments that are not to be defiled? The character, the righteousness of Christ.
     And finally, “Very close and sacred is the relation between Christ and His church--He the bridegroom, and the church the bride; He the head, and the church the body. Connection with Christ, then, involves connection with His church.”  {Ed 268.5}

“In the Bible the sacred and enduring character of the relation that exists between Christ and His church is represented by the union of marriage. The Lord has joined His people to Himself by a solemn covenant, He promising to be their God, and they pledging themselves to be His and His alone. He declares: "I will betroth thee unto Me forever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies." Hosea 2:19. And, again: "I am married unto you." Jeremiah 3:14. And Paul employs the same figure in the New Testament when he says: "I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ." 2 Corinthians 11:2.”  {GC 381.2}

Now listen brothers and sisters as this is the Testimony of Jesus, to his bride the church, “The unfaithfulness of the church to Christ in permitting her confidence and affection to be turned from Him, and allowing the love of worldly things to occupy the soul, is likened to the violation of the marriage vow. The sin of Israel in departing from the Lord is presented under this figure; and the wonderful love of God which they thus despised is touchingly portrayed: Ezekiel 16:8 "I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest Mine." Ezekiel 16:13-15 "And thou wast exceeding beautiful and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through My comeliness, which I had put upon thee. . . . But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown." 
"As a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with Me, O house of Israel, saith the Lord;" Jeremiah 3:20."as a wife (the church) that committeth adultery, which taketh strangers instead of her husband! (Jesus)" Ezekiel 16:32;  {GC 381.3}

     In the New Testament, language very similar is addressed to professed Christians who seek the friendship of the world above the favor of God. Says the apostle James: "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." James 4:4  {GC 382.1}

Christ honored the marriage relation by making it also a symbol of the union between Him and His redeemed ones. He Himself is the Bridegroom; the bride is the church, of which, as His chosen one, He says, "Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee." Song of Solomon (Canticles) 4:7.  {MH 356.2}

     Christ "loved the church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it; . . .  that it should be holy and without blemish." "So ought men to love their wives." Ephesians 5:25-28.  {MH 356.3}

Revelation 19:7 “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”
So there we have the 2 brides of Jesus:

1. THE NEW JERUSALEM IS THE BRIDE OF JESUS BY INHERITANCE.

2. THE CHURCH IS THE BRIDE OF JESUS BY REDEMPTION.

Shall we pray…
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