“THE JUDGMENTS”      

May 19, 2007

Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church
”THE JUDGMENTS”

Opening Hymn: p. 213 “Jesus is Coming Again”

Rev: 14:7  Saying with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

Introduction: On March 16, 2007 I attended the funeral of a 29 years old cousin, murdered in his own house by a neighbor 23 years of age. This cousin was the son of a preacher, the same age as myself; his son was two years older than my son. Earlier this year I had attended another funeral of the eldest son of another preacher whose son was 33, died suddenly but had not been sick. On April 16th, in Blacksburg, Virginia; 32 individuals ranging from young adults to a 76 years old professor were gunned down in cold blood at Virginia Tech….the story goes on and on without stopping….Brothers & sisters…The end of probation is coming soon enough… Judgment must first begin at the house of God and if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the sinner and the ungodly appear.

Opening prayer:

I. Our World Today

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the Day of Judgment. 

When is the judgment? What will the judgment be like? I remember when the thoughts of judgment where first introduced to me. In Goldsboro, NC at the intersection of bypass 117 and 70 bus south, there was a sign that said, “Judgment is Coming Soon, Are you Ready?” Every time we passed that sign I would think about the Judgment. At that time, I thought that the Judgment would take place when I died and then I would be doomed to hell or would go straight to heaven if I had been good.

In seminary back in the fall of 1990 at the United Theological Seminary, I learned about the Great White Throne Judgment where every soul would come before God and be Judged for all that they had done. At that time I was not aware that this Judgment was only of the wicked for their punishment in the Lake of Fire nor did I understand that the righteous had already spent 1000 years with Christ. The Judgments have always been a source of confusion to a lot of people. 

Today I want to talk about “The Judgments”. I want to focus your attention on where we are, where we have been and perhaps what we might all soon experience. I begin today’s lesson with an excerpt that I got from Jan Marcussen’s bi-monthly newsletter dated Mid-March 2007.

II. In the Last Days and the Days of Noah

“Christ would lay before us the danger of making our eating and drinking paramount. He presents the results of unrestrained indulgence of appetite.  The moral powers are enfeebled, so that sin does not appear sinful. This is the very condition of things which Christ declares will exist at His second coming.” CD 145, 146. Pray that our kind Father will give you victory in these areas – for soon, we will see His face. Put your whole will on the side of victory, and you will have it – for the “angels of God” are on your side to give you “the victory”. DA 92

“The wickedness of men was open and daring, justice was trampled in the dust, and the cries of the oppressed reached unto heaven. (That’s happening right now!) Neither the marriage relation nor the rights of property were respected. Whoever coveted the wives or the possessions of his neighbor, took them by force, and men exulted in their deeds of violence. They delighted in destroying the life of animals; and the use of flesh for food rendered them still more cruel and bloodthirsty, until they came to regard human life with astonishing indifference.”

“Amid the prevailing corruption, Methuselah, Noah, and many others labored to keep alive the knowledge of the true God and to stay the tide of moral evil.”

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.’ Hebrews 11:7.  He gave the world an example of believing just what God says. All that he possessed, he invested in the ark.  As he began to construct that immense boat on dry ground, multitudes came from every direction to see the strange sight and to hear the earnest, fervent words of the singular preacher.”

“It was not multitudes or majorities that were on the side of right. The world was arrayed against God’s justice and His laws, and Noah was regarded as a fanatic.

“But Noah stood like a rock amid the tempest. A power attended his words, for it was the voice of God to man through His servant. Connection with God made him strong in the strength of infinite power, while for one hundred and twenty years his solemn voice fell upon the ears of that generation in regard to events, which, so far as human wisdom could judge, were impossible…

“As the doomed race beheld the sun shining in its glory, and the earth clad in almost Eden beauty, they banished their rising fears by boisterous merriment, and by their deeds of violence they seemed to invite upon themselves the visitation of the already awakened wrath of God.

”As the time of their probation was closing, the antediluvians gave themselves up to exciting amusements and festivities [even today at church picnics and campmeetings]. Those who possessed influence and power were bent on keeping the minds of the people engrossed with mirth and pleasure, lest any should be impressed by the last solemn warning. Do we not see the same repeated in our day? While God’s servants are giving the message that the end of all things is at hand, the world is absorbed in amusements and pleasure seeking. There is a constant round of excitement that causes indifference to God and prevents the people from being impressed by the truths which alone can save them from the coming destruction.

“God commanded Noah, ‘Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation.’ Noah’s warnings had been rejected by the world, but his influence and example resulted in blessings to his family…

“Mercy had ceased its pleadings for the guilty race. The beasts of the field and the birds of the air had entered the place of refuge. Noah and his household were within the ark, ‘and the Lord shut him in’. A flash of dazzling light was seen, and a cloud of glory more vivid than the lightning descended from heaven and hovered before the entrance of the ark.  The massive door, which it was impossible for those within to close, was slowly swung to its place by unseen hands. Noah was shut in, and the rejecters of God’s mercy were shut out. The seal of Heaven was on that door; God had shut it, and God alone could open it. So when Christ shall cease His intercession for guilty men, before His coming in the clouds of heaven, the door of mercy will be shut. Then divine grace will no longer restrain the wicked, and Satan will have full control of those who have rejected mercy.  They will endeavor to destroy God’s people; but as Noah was shut into the ark, so the righteous will be shielded by divine power…

“But upon the eight day dark clouds overspread the heavens. There followed the muttering of thunder and the flash of lightning.  Soon large drops of rain began to fall.  The world had never witnessed anything like this, and the hearts of men were struck with fear.  All were secretly inquiring, ‘Can it be that Noah was in the right, and that the world is doomed to destruction?’ Darker and darker grew the heavens, and faster came the falling rain.  The beasts were roaming about in the wildest terror, and their discordant cries seemed to moan out their destiny and the fate of man.  [In the wake of any natural disaster, the animals know what is about the happen.] The ‘the fountains of the great deep’ were ‘broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.’ Water appeared to come from the clouds in mighty cataracts. Rivers broke away from their boundaries, and overflowed the valleys. Jets of water burst from the earth with indescribable force, throwing massive rocks hundreds of feet into the air, and these, in falling, buried themselves deep in the ground.

“The people first beheld the destruction of the works of their own hands. Their splendid buildings, and the beautiful gardens and groves where they had placed their idols were destroyed by lightning from heaven, and the ruins were scattered far and wide.  The altars on which human sacrifices had been offered were torn down, and the worshippers were made to tremble at the power of the living God…

“As the violence of the storm increased, trees, buildings, rocks, and earth were hurled in every direction. The terror of man and beast was beyond description.  Above the roar of the tempest was heard the wailing of a people that had despised the authority of God.  Satan himself, who was compelled to remain in the midst of the warring elements, feared for his own existence…

“From the highest peaks men looked aboard upon a shoreless ocean. The solemn warnings of God’s servants no longer seemed a subject for ridicule and scorning.  How those doomed sinners longed for the opportunities which they had slighted! How they pleaded for one hour’s probation, one more privilege of mercy, one call from the lips of Noah! But the sweet voice of mercy was no more to be heard by them. Love, no less than justice, demanded that God’s judgments should put a check on sin. The avenging waters swept over the last retreat, and the despisers of God perished in the blackest depths…

“Another storm is coming. The earth will again be swept by the desolating wrath of God, and sin and sinners will be destroyed. The sins that called for vengeance upon the antediluvian world exist today.  The fear of God is banished from the hearts of men, and His law is treated with indifference and contempt. The intense worldliness of that generation is equaled by that of the generation now living. [Our high schools are overrun by lesbians and homosexuals!]

“When great and wise men had proved to their satisfaction that it was impossible for the world to be destroyed by water, when the fears of the people were quieted, when all regarded Noah’s prophecy as a delusion, and looked upon him as a fanatic – then it was that God’s time had come. ‘The fountains of the great deep’ were ‘broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.’ With all their boasted philosophy, men found too late that their wisdom was foolishness, that Omnipotence is at no loss for means to accomplish His purposes. ‘As it was in the days of Noah,’ ‘even thus shall it be in the days when the Son of man is revealed.’ Luke 17:26, 30. When religious teachers are pointing forward to long ages of peace and prosperity, and the world are absorbed in their rounds of business and pleasure, planting and destruction cometh upon them, and they shall not escape.” Patriarchs and Prophets pp 92-104

III. The Days to Come; Testimonies, vol. 4, 384-387 “The Judgment”

IV. “The Day of the Lord at Hand”; Testimonies vol. 5, 99-105

V. Judgment Day for Jerome pp 110-114 from “The Triumph of God’s Love.”  See the Chapter “Two Heroes Face Death”.

When the roll is called up yonder, what will your record show? As we conclude today’s lesson, listen now to the record of Jerome’s trials.

The death of Huss had not resulted as the papist had hoped. The violation of his safe-conduct had aroused a storm of indignation, and as the safer course, the council determined, instead of burning Jerome, to force him, if possible, to retract. He was brought before the assembly, and offered the alternative to recant, or to die at the stake. Death at the beginning of his imprisonment would have been a mercy in comparison with the terrible sufferings which he had undergone; but now, weakened by illness, by the rigors of his prison house, and the torture of anxiety and suspense, separated from his friends, and disheartened by the death of Huss, Jerome’s fortitude gave way, and he consented to submit to the council. He pledged himself to adhere to the Catholic faith, and accepted the action of the council in condemning the doctrines of Wycliffe and Huss, excepting, however, the “holy truths” which they taught.

By this expedient Jerome endeavored to silence the voice of conscience and escape his doom. But in the solitude of his dungeon he saw more clearly what he had done. He thought of the courage and fidelity of Huss, and in contrast pondered upon his own denial of the truth. He thought of the divine Master whom he had pledged himself to serve, and who for his sake endured the death of the cross.  Before his retraction he had found comfort, amid all his sufferings, in the assurance of God’s favor; but now remorse and doubts tortured his soul. He knew that still other retractions must be made before he could be at peace with Rome. The path upon which he was entering could end only in complete apostasy. His resolution was taken: To escape a brief period of suffering he would not deny his Lord.

Soon he was again brought before the council. His submission had not satisfied his judges.  Their thirst for blood, whetted by the death of Huss, clamored for fresh victims. Only by an unreserved surrender of the truth could Jerome preserve his life. But he had determined to avow his faith and follow his brother martyr to the flames.

He renounced his former recantation and, as a dying man, solemnly required an opportunity to make his defense. Fearing the effect of his words, the prelates insisted that he should merely affirm or deny the truth of the charges brought against him. Jerome protested against such cruelty and injustice. “You have held me shut up three hundred and forty days in a frightful prison,” he said, “in the midst of filth, noisomeness, stench, and the utmost want of everything; you then bring me out before you, and lending an ear to my mortal enemies, you refuse to hear me…If you be really wise men, and the lights of the world, take care not to sin against justice. As to me, I am only feeble mortal; my life is but of little importance; and when I exhort you not to deliver an unjust sentence, I speak less for myself than for you.”

His request was finally granted. In the presence of his judges, Jerome kneeled down and prayed that the divine Spirit might control his thoughts and words, that he might speak nothing contrary to the truth or unworthy of his Master. To him that day fulfilled the promise of God to the first disciples: “Ye shall be brought before governors and kings for My sake…But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.” Matthew 10:18-20.

The words of Jerome excited astonishment and admiration, even in his enemies. For a whole year he had been immured in a dungeon, unable to read or even to see, in great physical suffering and mental anxiety. Yet his arguments were presented with as much clearness and power as if he had had undisturbed opportunity for study. He pointed his hearers to the long line of holy men who had been condemned by unjust judges. In almost every generation have been those who, while seeking to elevate the people of their time, have been reproached and cast out, but who in later times have been shown to be deserving of honor. Christ himself was condemned as a malefactor at an unrighteous tribunal.

At his retraction, Jerome had assented to the justice of the sentence condemning Huss; he now declared his repentance and bore witness to the innocence and holiness of the martyr. “I knew him from his childhood,” he said. “He was a most excellent man, just and holy; he was condemned, notwithstanding his innocence…I also—I am ready to die: I will not recoil before the torments that are prepared for me by my enemies and false witnesses, who will one day have to render an account of their impostures before the great God, whom nothing can deceive.

In self-reproach for his own denial of the truth, Jerome continued: “Of all the sins that I have committed since my youth, none weigh so heavily on my mind, and cause me such poignant remorse, as that which I committed in this fatal place, when I approved of the iniquitous sentence rendered against Wycliffe, and against the holy martyr, John Huss, my master and my friend. Yes! I confess it from my heart, and declare with horror that I disgracefully quailed when, through a dread of death, I condemned their doctrines. I therefore supplicate…Almighty God to deign to pardon me my sins, and this one in particular, the most heinous of all.” Pointing to his judges, he said firmly: “You condemned Wycliffe and John Huss, not for having shaken the doctrine of the church, but simply because they branded with reprobation the scandals proceeding from the clergy—their pomp, their pride, and all the vices of the prelates and priests. The things which they have affirmed, and which are irrefutable, I also think and declare, like them.”

His words were interrupted. The prelates, trembling with rage, cried out: “What need is there of further proof? We behold with our own eyes the most obstinate of heretics!”

Unmoved by the tempest, Jerome exclaimed: “What! Do you suppose that I fear to die? You have held me for a whole year in a frightful dungeon, more horrible than death itself. You have treated me more cruelly than a Turk, Jew, or pagan, and my flesh has literally rotted off my bones alive; and yet I make no compliant, for lamentation ill becomes a man of heart and spirit; but I cannot but express my astonishment at such great barbarity toward a Christian.”

Again the storm of rage burst out, and Jerome was hurried away to prison. Yet there were some in the assembly upon whom his words had made a deep impression and who desired to save his life. He was visited by dignitaries of the church and urged to submit himself to the council. The most brilliant prospects were presented before him as the reward of renouncing his opposition to Rome. But like his Master when offered the glory of the world, Jerome remained steadfast.

“Prove to me from the Holy Writings that I am in error,” he said, “and I will abjure it.”

“The Holy Writings!” exclaimed one of his tempters, “is everything then to be judged by them? Who can understand them till the church has interpreted them?”

“Are the traditions of men more worthy of faith than the gospel of our Saviour?” replied Jerome. “Paul did not exhort those to whom he wrote to listen to the traditions of men, but said, ‘Search the Scriptures’,”

“Heretic!” was the response, “I repent having pleaded so long with you. I see that you are urged on by the devil.”

Erelong sentence of condemnation was passed upon him. He was led out to the same spot upon which Huss had yielded up his life. He went singing on his way, his countenance lighted up with joy and peace. His gaze was fixed upon Christ, and to him death had lost its terrors. When the executioner, about to kindle the pile, stepped behind him, the martyr exclaimed: “Come forward boldly; apply the fire before my face. Had I been afraid, I should not be here.”

His last words, uttered, as the flames rose about him, were a prayer. “Lord, Almighty Father,” he cried, “have pity on me, and pardon me my sins; for Thou knowest that I have always loved Thy truth.” His voice ceased, but his lips continued to move in prayer. When the fire had done its work, the ashes of the martyr, with the earth upon which they rested, were gathered up, and like those of Huss, were thrown into the Rhine.

CLOSING PRAYER:

Closing Hymn: p 216 When the Roll is Called Up Yonder
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