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“2 Timothy 3:12”
The servant of the Lord wrote, “The apostle Paul declares that "all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 2 Timothy 3:12. Then she asks this question, Why is it, then, that persecution seems in a great degree to slumber?” She gives the answer, “The only reason is that the church has conformed to the world's standard and therefore awakens no opposition. The religion which is current in our day is not of the pure and holy character that marked the Christian faith in the days of Christ and His apostles. It is only because of the spirit of compromise with sin, because the great truths of the word of God are so indifferently regarded, because there is so little vital godliness in the church, that Christianity is apparently so popular with the world. Let there be a revival of the faith and power of the early church, and the spirit of persecution will be revived, and the fires of persecution will be rekindled.” {GC 48.3}

So, back to the question she asked, “Why is it, then, that persecution seems in a great degree to slumber?” She gave us 5 reasons:

1. The church has conformed to the world’s standards;
2. The religion which is current in our day is not of the pure and holy character that marked the Christian faith in the days of Christ and His apostles;
3. The spirit of compromise with sin;

4. Great truths of God are so indifferently regarded;

5. So little vital godliness in the church, that Christianity is apparently so popular with the world.

Now, did you read the last part of the whole statement?, “Let there be a revival of the faith and power of the early church, and the spirit of persecution will be revived, and the fires of persecution will be rekindled.”

Nobody wants to be rejected and everybody wants to be liked by friends and loved by those we love. But it all comes down to this, who are we going to worship?

People today want EASY, FEEL GOOD Religion without a call to obedience. But is that what God wants us to have; religion by feelings?

What does God require? “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.”  Deuteronomy 6:4, 5. 
The real question is, Is the heart in love with Jesus?  Because if we go through our whole Christian life saying, "Well, why can't I eat what I want" and "Why can't I watch what I want?" Well that's just not true Christianity.  True Christianity is made up of a relationship.  You do things because you have lovingly surrendered your will to the will of God.

We should never forget that in this life we have a common enemy who hates us because of that relationship and is soon to wage his final assault on God’s people.

The servant of the Lord stated, The same enmity is manifested toward Christ's followers as was manifested toward their Master. Whoever sees the repulsive character of sin, and in strength from above resists temptation, will assuredly arouse the wrath of Satan and his subjects. Hatred of the pure principles of truth, and reproach and persecution of its advocates, will exist as long as sin and sinners remain. The followers of Christ and the servants of Satan cannot harmonize. The offense of the cross has not ceased. "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 2 Timothy 3:12.  {GC 507.1}

 Continuing she wrote, Satan summons all his forces and throws his whole power into the combat. Why is it that he meets with no greater resistance? Why are the soldiers of Christ so sleepy and indifferent? Because they have so little real connection with Christ; because they are so destitute of His Spirit. Sin is not to them repulsive and abhorrent, as it was to their Master. They do not meet it, as did Christ, with decisive and determined resistance. They do not realize the exceeding evil and malignity of sin, and they are blinded both to the character and the power of the prince of darkness. There is little enmity against Satan and his works, because there is so great ignorance concerning his power and malice, and the vast extent of his warfare against Christ and His church. Multitudes are deluded here. They do not know that their enemy is a mighty general who controls the minds of evil angels, and that with well-matured plans and skillful movements he is warring against Christ to prevent the salvation of souls. Among professed Christians, and even among ministers of the gospel, there is heard scarcely a reference to Satan, except perhaps an incidental mention in the pulpit. They overlook the evidences of his continual activity and success; they neglect the many warnings of his subtlety; they seem to ignore his very existence.  
{GC 507.3} 

She continues, While men are ignorant of his devices, this vigilant foe is upon their track every moment. He is intruding his presence in every department of the household, in every street of our cities, in the churches, in the national councils, in the courts of justice, perplexing, deceiving, seducing, every-where ruining the souls and bodies of men, women, and children, breaking up families, sowing hatred, emulation, strife, sedition, murder. And the Christian world seem to regard these things as though God had appointed them and they must exist.  
{GC 508.1} 

We are ambassadors for Christ while we are on this earth and Jesus has called us to represent Him in His physical absence. An ambassador will go out of his way for his government, above and beyond the call of duty.  Will the Christian go the extra measure for His Lord?

The Testimony of Jesus is this: “The same trials have been experienced by men of God in ages past. Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Tyndale, Baxter, Wesley, urged that all doctrines be brought to the test of the Bible and declared that they would renounce everything which it condemned. Against these men persecution raged with relentless fury; yet they ceased not to declare the Truth. Different periods in the history of the church have each been marked by the development of some special truth, adapted to the necessities of God's people at that time. Every new truth has made its way against hatred and opposition; those who were blessed with its light were tempted and tried. The Lord gives a special truth for the people in an emergency. Who dare refuse to publish it? He commands His servants to present the last invitation of mercy to the world. They cannot remain silent, except at the peril of their souls. Christ's ambassadors have nothing to do with consequences. They must perform their duty and leave results with God.  {GC 609.1} 

Back to our scripture 2 Timothy 3:12, “Yea, all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

The Spirit of Prophecy gave us 5 reasons why the church worldwide, with the exception of a few isolated areas, does not suffer persecution today. I believe we can take these 5 reasons and summarize in one word. WORLDLINESS. 

In what way has the church become worldly? In the area of music the world rocks and rolls; the devil knows that he can destroy our Christian faith through the music of the world. Then there is Ecumenism – born out of the Vatican II council of the 1960’s, the goal being to unite the religions of the world under the umbrella of the Papacy and to destroy all that Protestantism has done. 

From volume 3, 1899, Signs of the Times this Spirit of Prophecy quote: "It is a backsliding church that lessens the distance between itself and the Papacy." What kind of church would cozy up to the Papacy? A backsliding church!

General conference representative Bert B. Beach, was sent as a representative of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, the "world church," to meet with the pope in 2001. But it was in 1977, on behalf of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Beach awarded this same Pope the gold medal you see in the picture. 

The testimony of Jesus is, "When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government and shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is near."  --5T 451 (1885) 

I want you to notice some interesting things about this medal from the SDA church to the Pope. Around the edge on the left it says the Seventh-day Adventist Church. On the right it says Christ Our Righteousness; Creator and Redeemer. That is true, but notice these other things designed to please the Pope: 1. Christ is in a Catholic stance, like the Vatican painting of Francis de Assisi; 2.  He is standing on earth like Satan will when personating Christ; 3. There is a cloud with lightning bolts extending from it, just as mystery religions and the medieval papacy used.  It was a symbol of Satan in the mysteries. 4.  There are eight angels.  Eight is the symbol of the sun day. 5.  The 8 pointed Maltese cross, shown under the Bible, is a emblem of the Knights of Malta. See insignia at right. 6.  The wording of the fourth commandment is the same way the papacy attempted to change it!  

The many abominations in the church today are just too numerous to mention, for that we should be sighing and crying, but that’s not what this sermon is about. It’s about God’s people as individuals using this time of preparation to get our lives in harmony with the will of God.

Let us first consider the PROBLEMS. Then we can zero in on solutions. The PROBLEMS: The following are quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy. Pay close attention as we are drawing ever so near to the fulfillment. The "time of trouble, such as never was," is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal.   {GC 622.4}

Most Seventh-day Adventists are just not prepared. They are willing to leave their eternal destiny to a roll of the dice. 

My brethren, do you realize that your own salvation, as well as the destiny of other souls, depends upon the preparation you now make for the trial before us? Have you that intensity of zeal, that piety and devotion, which will enable you to stand when opposition shall be brought against you? If God has ever spoken by me, the time will come when you will be brought before councils, and every position of truth which you hold will be severely criticized. The time that so many are now allowing to go to waste should be devoted to the charge that God has given us of preparing for the approaching crisis.  {5T 716.4}

I saw that God's people are on the enchanted ground, and that some have lost nearly all sense of the shortness of time and the worth of the soul. {EW 120.1}

The people need to be aroused in regard to the dangers of the present time. The watchmen are asleep. We are years behind. {5T 715.1}

Satan is marshaling his hosts; and are we individually prepared for the fearful conflict that is just before us? Are we preparing our children for the great crisis? {AH 186.2}

The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure weariness, delay, and hunger--a faith that will not faint though severely tried. The period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that time. {GC 621.2}

The Lord will have a people as true as steel, and with faith as firm as the granite rock. They are to be His witnesses in the world, His instrumentalities to do a special, a glorious work in the day of His preparation.  {4T 594.3}

I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.  {EW 71.1}

Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful preparation; 
{EW 71.2}

Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. God's people should be preparing for what is to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.  {CG 555.2} 
We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.  {EW 71.2}

Those who make no decided effort, but simply wait for the Holy Spirit to compel them to action, will perish in darkness. You are not to sit still and do nothing in the work of God.-- {ChS 228.3}

All right, NOW LET’S HEAR THE COUNSEL OF THE Lord in regards to Solutions. There are 5 factors in the preparation process:

1. Study of the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy;

2. Communion with God and fervent prayer;

3. Cleansing from sin and victory over weaknesses;

4. A complete surrender to God;

5. A diligent work for Christ.

We will first look at Number 1 - Study of the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy:


 We need to humble ourselves before the Lord, with fasting and prayer, and to meditate much upon His word, especially upon the scenes of the judgment. {GC 601.1}

I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth know not what they believe. They do not understand the evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of the work for the present time. When the time of trial shall come, there are men now preaching to others  who will find, upon examining the positions they hold, that there are many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested they knew not their great ignorance. And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what they believe; but, until controversy  arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as truth. {5T 707.2}

Those who would stand in this time of peril must understand for themselves the testimony of the Scriptures.  {GC 559.2}

Those who are earnestly seeking a knowledge of the truth and are striving to purify their souls through obedience, thus doing what they can to prepare for the conflict, will find, in the God of truth, a sure defense. {GC 560.2}

Listen to this: Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received the love of the truth will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver in his disguise. To all, the testing time will come. By the sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will be revealed. Are the people of God now so firmly established upon His word that they would not yield to the evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle them with earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts may be overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon them as a thief.  {GC 625.3}
When the testing time shall come, those who have made God's word their rule of life will be revealed. In summer there is no noticeable difference between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come, the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their foliage. So the falsehearted professor may not now be distinguished from the real Christian, but the time is just upon us when the difference will be apparent. Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear sway, let persecution be kindled, and the halfhearted and hypocritical will waver and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his faith stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of prosperity.  {GC 602.1}
None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. . . .The decisive hour is even now at hand. {GC 593.2}

"Search the Scriptures." Study your Bible as you have never studied it before. Unless you arise to a higher, holier state in your religious life, you will not be ready for the appearing of our Lord.  {5T 717.1}

As we near the close of this world's history, the prophecies relating to the last days especially demand our study. The last book of the New Testament scriptures is full of truth that we need to understand.  {COL 133.2}

The second factor in the preparation process is Communion with God through Fervent Prayer 

As the praying ones continued their earnest cries, at times a ray of light from Jesus came to them, to encourage their hearts and light up their countenances. Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and pleading. They seemed indifferent  and careless. They were not resisting the darkness around them, and it shut them in like a thick cloud. The angels of God left these and went to the aid of the earnest, praying ones. I saw angels of God hasten to the assistance of all who were struggling with all their power to resist the evil angels and trying to help themselves by calling upon God with perseverance. But His angels left those who made no effort to help themselves, and I lost sight of them.  {EW 270.1}

They should make mighty intercession with God for help now. The love of Christ must be diffused in their own hearts. The Spirit of Christ must be poured out upon them, and they must be making ready to stand in the judgment. - {5T 454.1}

The third factor in the preparation process is Cleansing from sin and victory over weaknesses:
 Satan leads many to believe that God will overlook their unfaithfulness in the minor affairs of life; but the Lord shows in His dealings with Jacob that He will in no wise sanction or tolerate evil. All who endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to remain upon the books of heaven, unconfessed and unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan. . . Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent time. The case of all such is hopeless.  {GC 620.2}

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9  This scripture is a beautiful promise that is conditional.

In view of that great day the word of God, in the most solemn and impressive language, calls upon His people to arouse from their spiritual lethargy and to seek His face with repentance and humiliation: {GC 311.1}
Said the angel: "God will bring His work closer and closer to test and prove every one of His people." Some are willing to receive one point; but when God brings them to another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back, because they find that it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they have opportunity to see what is in their hearts that shuts out Jesus. They prize something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will sacrifice their idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness. If any will not be purified through obeying the truth, and overcome their selfishness, their pride, and evil passions, the angels of God have the charge: "They are joined to their idols, let them alone," and they pass on to their work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of evil angels. Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation. {1T 187.1}
All our idols, our love of the world, must be expelled from the heart.     {CS 220.3} 

The fourth factor in the preparation process is: A complete surrender to God: 

When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan. {DA 324.1}

Consecrate yourself to God in the morning; make this your very first work. Let your prayer be, "Take me, O Lord, as wholly Thine. I lay all my plans at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide with me, and let all my work be wrought in Thee." This is a daily matter. Each morning consecrate yourself to God for that day. Surrender all your plans to Him, to be carried out or given up as His providence shall indicate. Thus day by day you may be giving your life into the hands of God, and thus your life will be molded more and more after the life of Christ.  {SC 70.1}

Satan does not want anyone to see the necessity of an entire surrender to God. When the soul fails to make this surrender, sin is not forsaken; the appetites and passions are striving for the mastery; temptations confuse the conscience, so that true conversion  does not take place. If all had a sense of the conflict which each soul must wage with satanic agencies that are seeking to ensnare, entice, and deceive, there would be much more diligent labor for those who are young in the faith.  {6T 92.2}

God wishes us to have the mastery over ourselves. But He cannot help us without our consent and co-operation. The divine Spirit works through the powers and faculties given to man. Of ourselves, we are not able to bring the purposes and desires and inclinations into harmony with the will of God; but if we are "willing to be made willing," the Saviour will accomplish this for us, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." 2 Corinthians 10:5.  {AA 482.3}

The fifth factor in the preparation process is: A diligent work for Christ. 

We are to be as men waiting for their Lord, not in idle expectancy, but in earnest work, with unwavering faith. It is no time now to allow our minds to be engrossed with things of minor importance. 
{5T 452.1}

The work which the church has failed to do in a time of peace and prosperity she will have to do in a terrible crisis under most discouraging, forbidding circumstances. The warnings that worldly conformity has silenced or withheld must be given under the fiercest opposition from enemies of the faith. {5T 463.2}

We have no time to lose. The end is near. The passage from place to place to spread the truth will soon be hedged with dangers on the right hand and on the left. Everything will be placed to obstruct the way of the Lord's messengers, so that they will not be able to do that which it is possible for them to do now. We must look our work fairly in the face and advance as fast as possible in aggressive warfare.   {6T 22.3}

Christ has committed to your trust talents of means and of influence, and He has said to you: Improve these till I come. When the Master cometh and reckoneth with His servants, and all are called to the strictest account as to how they have used the talents entrusted to them, how will you, my dear brother, bear the investigation? {4T 51.2}

Like the Psalmist we too should say and mean, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” Psalm 40:8

What was John’s message to the church in 1 John 2:15? “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. ”

1 John 5:4, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the (what?) world:  and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." If we want to be truly born of God, the next step is, we must overcome this world.  What does it mean to overcome the world? 

1 Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a (what?) holy nation, a peculiar people that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” 

 Jesus says, “My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.” Proverbs 23:26

We may strengthen our faith and quicken our love by going often to the foot of the cross, and there contemplating our Saviour's humiliation. Behold the Majesty of heaven suffering as a transgressor! Spotless purity, untarnished righteousness, did not shield Him from falsehood and reproach. He meekly bore the contradiction of sinners against Himself, and yielded up His life, that we might be forgiven and live forevermore. Are we willing to follow in His steps? The only reason why we do not now suffer greater persecution is, we do not in our lives more faithfully exemplify the life of Christ. I assure you, brethren and sisters, if you walk as He walked, you will know what it is to be persecuted and reproached for His sake.  
 {OHC 361.2} 

Romans 12:2  “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 

Notice how Paul says we are to be transformed—not conformed. 

 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things."  Philippians 4:8

If you follow that as a guideline, you'll always be blessed in what you listen to and the places you go. 

Study God's Word and say, "Jesus, what would please you?" and make your decision. Put your desires aside and pray, "Lord, not my will, but Thy will be done."

Luke 9:23   “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.”
1 John 5:3 “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.”  

In the early days of Christianity, God invited His people to take a stand. 

In the dark ages, God invited His people to take a stand.

In the last days of this final generation, God invites His people to take a stand.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.” 

Jesus said in John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 

And Love always leads to obedience. 

Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.”
To follow Jesus always involves a cross. “Yea, all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
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