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Lesson Handout -  May 26, 2007              

The Mother of Harlots – Revelation 17 

Revelation 17:1, 2 “And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”  

The angel speaking to John was the one carrying the seventh plague. In the seventeenth of Revelation is judgment foretold of the destruction of all the churches who corrupt themselves by idolatrous devotion to the service of the papacy, those who have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication; the wine being false doctrines, miracles and traditions.
Chapter 17 consists of two distinct parts. 1) The symbolic vision verses 3-6; 2) What he was told in verse 7 and the explanation of it in verses 8-18. Part one sets forth the crimes of Babylon, and thus constitutes Heaven’s bill of indictment, a declaration of why the divine sentence is to be pronounced on her. Part two sets forth the sentence itself, and the means by which it is to be executed. 

Chapter 17 is a delineation of the final crisis when Satan puts forth his supreme effort to annihilate God’s people, when all the powers of earth are arrayed against them. It will be at the point that Satan is on the verge of success, when God intervenes to deliver His people.
“… great whore that sitteth upon many waters: …” The Greek word for whore is porne which means “prostitute,” “harlot.” The many waters would indicate the sphere of influence she has over the many nations of the earth.  

“With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication,” That is the political powers of the earth that have placed the authority and resources at the disposal of the (great whore) Papacy. Used figuratively here, the professed Christians have formed an illicit alliance with some master other than Christ, in this instance, a religio-political compact between an apostate church and the nations of the earth.
“… and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk …” As a result of a course followed by their leaders, the inhabitants of the nations are deceived into cooperating with the policy of the “great whore.” The normal powers of reason and judgment have been stupefied and the spiritual powers benumbed.
Revelation 17:3-6 “So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”  
     “Thus is represented the papal power, which with all deceivableness of unrighteousness, by outside attraction and gorgeous display, deceives all nations; promising them, as did Satan our first parents, all good to those who receive its mark, and all harm to those who oppose its fallacies. The power which has the deepest inward corruption will make the greatest display, and will clothe itself with the most elaborate signs of power. The Bible plainly declares that this covers a corrupt and deceiving wickedness. "Upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, The Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth."  {7BC 983.4}

     What is it that gives its kingdom to this power? Protestantism, a power which, while professing to have the temper and spirit of a lamb and to be allied to Heaven, speaks with the voice of a dragon. It is moved by a power from beneath.” (Letter 232, 1899).  
“I saw a woman …” A woman in prophecy represents a church. The woman in Revelation 12 is God’s pure church while the woman here presented in Revelation 17 is the corrupt church under Satan’s control. This woman, the “great whore” verse 1, or mystical “BABYLON THE GREAT” verse 5, is guilty of the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus, verse 6. Revelation 18:24 says she is even guilty of “…the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”
“… sit upon a scarlet coloured beast …” “Sit” denotes that it is in direct control of men as individuals religiously and the policies of civil government. In order to do this it must remove any separation of church and state, so as to be able to have power to effect religious laws through civil governments.

“Scarlet” or red is the color of sin in Isaiah 1:18. Satan is called the great red dragon in Revelation 12:3. The woman riding the beast (the papacy) is the religious power and the beast represents the political powers that she has exerted control over.
“… full of names of blasphemy, …” Full would indicate that the apostasy and opposition to God is complete. In Revelation 13:1 the name of blasphemy was on the heads of the beast as the Papacy was ascending to power. Here in Revelation 17:3 the names of blasphemy are scattered over the entire beast indicating that it is wholly devoted to usurping all the power of the Deity in order to accomplish its objectives and hidden agendas.
“… having seven heads and ten horns.” In Daniel 7, the dreadful beast with ten horns in verse 7 represented Pagan Rome and its period of power from 168 BC to 476 AD when it fell and became the ten nations of western Europe. Verse 8 little horn power, the Papacy came up amongst the ten, subduing 3, the Heruli, the Vandals and the Ostrogoths, ascending to unchallenged power in 538 AD. In Revelation 17:3 the ten horns would be more symbolic, representing the Papacy’s domination over the major nations of the earth. The seven heads may have a dual meaning. Some believe it represents seven major political powers though which Satan has sought to destroy the people of God and the work of God on earth, namely Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome and the Papacy. A second explanation is that it would be one further point of identification of the Papacy geographically as we read in verse 9 “And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.” Surrounding the Vatican in Rome are the seven hills of Rome; Palatine, Capitoline, Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Caelian, and Aventine.
“And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, …” Although purple and scarlet (red) are the colors of royalty, this corrupt apostate woman (church or religious organization), is depicted in all her seductiveness as being gaudily dressed and vulgarly bedecked. What a contrast with the pure woman, (God’s church) the bride of the lamb, whom John saw arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. Revelation 19:7, 8.
“… having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:” The gold cup or chalice, is used in each mass and the priest drinks the contents, fermented wine, which they say represents the blood of Jesus. 
“And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” The name reflects its character. Mystery is a description of its title, not part of it. “BABYLON THE GREAT” Although mystical Babylon may represent apostate religious systems throughout history, Babylon the great here used represents the united apostate religious systems at the close of time and Satan’s final great effort to secure the allegiance of the human race through religion. Babylon the great is the name by which inspiration refers to the great threefold union of the Papacy, apostate Protestantism and spiritism. The term Babylon refers to the organizations themselves and to their leaders, not so much to the deluded members as such. “THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” The harlots are the religious bodies that sprang from her, the apostate protestant churches that continue her false teachings and traditions.

“And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus:” In a general sense Babylon “drunken” with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus may be applied to all the ages of the papacy, but in a more immediate sense it applies to those martyrs in the closing scenes of earth’s history. 

 “… and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.” John did not admire with approval, it would be better interpreted that he was amazed with great amazement at what he had witnessed. 

Revelation 17:7, 8 “And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.” 
“I will tell thee ….” The remainder of the chapter is the angel’s interpretation of the “mystery,” or the symbolism of verses 3-6. The beast is explained in verses 8-17 and the woman in verse 18.

 “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not;” The beast of course is the papacy. John is not seeing it in the “was” state, the 1,260 years, or the “is not” state, during the period of the deadly wound, 1798 to 1929, rather he is seeing it in its “yet is” revived state. 
“… and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition:” 
The bottomless pit, Greek word abussos, literally means abyss which implies a vast measureless space or place of the dead. The papacy descended into it when it received it’s deadly wound and all thought it had been slain. Now John sees it in the revived state ascending from the grave. Going into perdition represents the utter end or destruction of the beast which will be its eventual fate.

“… and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,” That is those who have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication, are amazed and surprised beyond measure to behold the beast taking up its former activities. They first wonder and then worship, (Revelation 13:3, 4, 8, 12, 14), and yield their willing support to the beast in the pursuit of its blasphemous schemes. 
“… whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.” These are those who claim to be Christians, their names are not written in the “book of life” as God does no accept them as candidates for heaven. From the “foundation of the world,” would indicate that since the fall of man following creation, names had been entered into “the book of life.”  “When they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is,” is again speaking of the papacy in its three phases.
Revelation 17:9 was explained in verse 3 “And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.” The seven hills of Rome where the papacy is centrally located.
Revelation 17:10, 11 “And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.”  Here John describes the order of seven world powers, five are fallen starting with Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, pagan Rome, papal Rome. He is writing this portion of the vision after the papacy received the deadly wound. Therefore the “one is” or sixth would be atheistic France and the seventh would be either the United States or the United Nations. The eighth would be the papacy in its revived state. But let us not forget that it is Satan who is the power behind it all.

Revelation 17:12 “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.” This is a key verse in understanding Bible prophecy in that it gives the explanation as to what a horn is. The number ten horns here is a symbolic number in that the Papacy in the end time has power over the nations of the earth, whereas in Daniel the ten horns were literal in that it represented the ten nations of western Europe that Rome divided into when it fell. “…one hour” hour is from the Greek word “hora” which has a number of meanings, “season,” “daytime,” “a day,” “an hour,” “time,” “instant,” “season,” “short time,” “high time.” It was apparently during this hour, how ever long a period of time it is, that John saw the “woman” seated upon the “beast,” at the apex of her career, and “drunken” with the blood of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus.
Revelation 17:13 “These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.”  “Mind” the Greek word is gnome which means “opinion,” “purpose,” “resolve,” “intention,” “will,” “decree.” The nations of the earth purpose to unite with the “beast” in forcing the inhabitants of the earth to drink the wine of Babylon, that is, to unite the world under her control and to obliterate all who refuse to cooperate. 
Revelation 17:14 “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” Now the world is united under the leadership of the Papacy to begin the final stage of the age-long warfare against Christ and His people. This stage of the conflict is termed the “great day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:14) and is described more fully in Revelation 19:11-21. Under the sixth plague preparations are made for the battle (Revelation 16: 12-16), which is fought under the seventh plague. The Lamb, Jesus, is Lord of lords, and King of kings, intervenes for God’s faithful servants who have suffered so long at the hands of their enemies (Revelation 6:9-11; 12:13-17; 13:7, 15), and are delivered as He comes forth to champion their cause. “… they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.” Not all that are called are chosen according to Matthew 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.” These are the called who are faithful and obedient even unto death. Those who enter into the experience of grace through faith in Christ must remain in grace if they are eligible to enter the kingdom of glory. See John 3:18-20; Ephesians 1:4, 5; Ezekiel 18:24)
Revelation 17:15 “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” Once again we have a key verse in understanding Bible prophecy in that it gives the explanation as to what waters mean in prophecy. When a beast, (a kingdom or power) arises from the sea, it would be a nation coming into power in an already existing, populated nation. Here described is the Papacy in power over all nations of the world.
Revelation 17:16 “And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” “… upon the beast …” Textual evidence attests the reading to be “… and the beast …” The horns and the beast participate in executing the divine sentence upon Babylon. “…these shall hate the whore, …” This represents a change in attitude of the “beast’ and the “horns.” Heretofore the horns had given their support to the policies of the “woman” (verses 3, 9, 13). Particularly to the plot to slay the saints (verse 14). But when Christ overcomes them (verse 14), they turn on her realizing that she had deceived them. “…and shall make her desolate …” The Greek word for desolate is eremoo and means to “lay waste.” The form used indicates the “whore” shall remain desolate.  “…and naked …” That is deprived of her gorgeous attire and thus left in embarrassment and shame. “…and shall eat her flesh …” As a beast of prey rends and tears its victim in the process of devouring it, so the “whore” is to be violently and pitilessly destroyed by the very powers that had so recently supported her. “… and burn her with fire.” Literally burn her up completely. Comparing Revelation 18:8, 9 “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.  And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,”
Revelation 17:17, 18 “For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” “For God hath put …” The ten horns and the beast are authorized by God to execute the divine judgment or sentence, passed upon “Babylon” for her crimes. “… in their hearts to fulfil his will …” Actually in their minds to carry out His decree or purpose. “… until the words of God shall be fulfilled.” In other words, until His will expressed in the sentence against mystical Babylon is fully executed. The united apostate leaders of the world, (Revelation 16:13), together with their leaders, are first to fall, as the political side of the universal religio-political coalition (Revelation 16:13; 17:5) becomes an instrument in the hands of God to execute the sentence against the religious side of the union. “…that great city, …” Literal “Babylon” was the great city of ancient times and represented organized opposition to the purposes of God on this earth. How appropriate that in the end time “mystical Babylon” (the papacy in Rome) is the “Babylon the great,” a prophetic symbol for the organized, universal, apostate religious organization.  
Quite a few of the prophecies we have studied in the past have been accurately fulfilled. Now we are studying things that will happen soon and we will be witness to their fulfillment.
In Agape love I am your elder brother in Jesus,

Richard C. Vaughn
P.O. Box 727


Your friends and relatives can study what you are studying by going 

South Hill, VA 23970 

on the internet and going to: http://www.victorysdachurch.org/prison.html
If you should be transferred from Mecklenburg Correctional Center, or if you are paroled, write to me and request the future handouts and I will see that you get them. Hold fast to the truths that God in His mercy has shown you in these last days. “Maranatha” The Lord is Coming.
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