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Revelation 18
Revelation 18:1 “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.” 
“And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven…” In chapter 17 John had audience with the angel that would pour out the seventh plague. Now he witnesses another angel who is to unite with the third angel of Revelation 14:9-11 in the proclamation of God’s final message to the world, and his message is a repetition of that of the second angel in Revelation 14:8. 

The Review and Herald is a magazine periodical that was published weekly for Seventh-day Adventists and Ellen G. White had written many articles that were featured in it. Having had approximately 2,000 visions from her age 17, in 1844, until her death, in 1915, at the age of 88; she wrote this regarding the first verse of Revelation 18. “The prophecies in the eighteenth of Revelation will soon be fulfilled. During the proclamation of the third angel's message, "another angel" is to "come down from heaven, having great power," and the earth is to be "lighted with his glory." The Spirit of the Lord will so graciously bless consecrated human instrumentalities that men, women, and children will open their lips in praise and thanksgiving, filling the earth with the knowledge of God, and with his unsurpassed glory, as the waters cover the sea.  {RH, Oct. 13, 1904 par. 3}

     Those who have held the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end will be wide-awake during the time that the third angel's message is proclaimed with great power. During the loud cry, the church, aided by the providential interpositions of her exalted Lord, will diffuse the knowledge of salvation so abundantly that light will be communicated to every city and town. The earth will be filled with the knowledge of salvation. So abundantly will the renewing Spirit of God have crowned with success the intensely active agencies, that the light of present truth will be seen flashing everywhere.  {RH, October 13, 1904 par. 4}”  

Revelation 18:2 “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.”
“This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second angel of Revelation 14 (verse 8), is to be repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the various organizations that constitute Babylon, since that message was first given, in the summer of 1844. A terrible condition of the religious world is here described. With every rejection of truth the minds of the people will become darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are entrenched in an infidel hardihood. In defiance of the warnings which God has given, they will continue to trample upon one of the precepts of the Decalogue, until they are led to persecute those who hold it sacred. Christ is set at nought in the contempt placed upon His word and His people. As the teachings of spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches.” {Great Controversy – Page 603 par. 2}
Isaiah writing about the end time spoke of this dense spiritual darkness and the messengers bringing the final message in Isaiah 60:1,2 “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.”
So even with this dense spiritual darkness, Rev. 18 verse 1 says, “… and the earth was lightened with his glory.” Despite Satanic efforts to shroud the earth in darkness, God now sets it ablaze with the glorious light of saving truth. See John 1:4, 5, 9. “In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”
“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, …” It is interesting to note that in the three angels messages of Revelation 14, the first and third angel’s messages were declared with a loud voice, but not the second angel. Now here in the 18th chapter, this fourth angel who is repeating the second angel’s message is crying mightily with a strong voice in order that all may hear. This merits our most careful study. 

Her spiritual fall (is fallen, is fallen) is now to be demonstrated and confirmed, and she is now to be punished. This prophecy of the fall of Babylon finds its last day fulfillment in the departure of Protestantism at large from the purity and simplicity of the gospel. Although this message was first preached by the Advent movement known as Millerism, in the summer of 1844, and was applied to the churches that rejected the first angel’s message concerning the judgment. The message will have increasing relevance as the end draws near, and will meet its complete fulfillment with the union of various religious elements under the control of Satan.
“… and is become the habitation of devils, …” Literally demons, Babylon the great is at this time, wholly demon possessed. “… and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” Foul spirit literally is “unclean spirit.” Unclean and hateful bird is a metaphor that is graphically added to intensify the description of Babylon’s perversion and detestable apostasy. 
Revelation 18:3 “For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” 

“For all nations …” Once again scripture reveals that the inhabitants of the nations are deceived into cooperating with the policy of the “great whore as a result of a course followed by their leaders.” 

“… have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication,”

The normal powers of reason and judgment have been stupefied and the spiritual powers benumbed by drinking the “wine” which is Satan’s deceptive policy of uniting the entire world under his control, together with all the false teachings, doctrines, traditions and miracles by which he advances his policy. Her “fornication,” which is her prostitution, is the alliance between apostate Christianity and the political powers of the earth which is the means by which Satan proposes to unite the world under his leadership. “… and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, …” Repeated from chapter 17:2, the kings of the earth are the political powers of the earth that have placed the authority and resources at the disposal of the (great whore) Papacy. “… and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” The Greek word for merchants is “emporoi” which in the literal sense means “ones on a journey,” “travelers,” or “merchants.” In a literal sense the merchandise produced in the name of religion is in great abundance and highly profitable for producers, merchants and the church. Since the language of chapter 18 is highly figurative, then in the figurative sense, the merchants would be those who advocate the teachings and policies of “Babylon the great” which is the goods she has for display and sale to the people of the world to deceive them.
Revelation 18:4 “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” “… another voice from heaven …” would be another angel other than the angel of Revelation 17. This is the angel that unites with the third angel of Revelation 14:9-11 in the proclamation of God’s final message to the world, this message is a repetition of the second angel’s message of ch. 14:8. “Come out of her, my people,” Almost till the end of probation, many of God’s people have not heard the call to come out of mystical Babylon. In ancient times God called his people to flee ancient Babylon (see Isaiah 48:20; Jeremiah 50:8; 51:6, 45). As God’s people came out of literal Babylon so that they could return to Jerusalem, so His people today are to come out of  mystical Babylon that they may be accounted worthy to enter the New Jerusalem. “… that ye be not partakers of her sins,” The “partakers” would be those who remain and therefore have a share of the responsibility for her “sins” which are delineated in Revelation 17:2-6. In chapter 18 Babylon is arraigned before the bar of divine justice on five counts: (1) pride and arrogance; (2) materialism and luxury; (3) adultery; (4) deception and (5) persecution. “… and that ye receive not of her plagues.” That is the punishment about to be meted out to her in compliance with the judgment or sentence of Revelation 17:1. The nature of these plagues is set forth briefly in Rev. 16:19; 17:16; 18:8, 21. Whereas the first 5 of the seven last plagues are poured out primarily on those who collaborate with Babylon, the rulers and the inhabitants of the earth, Rev. 17:1, 2, 8, 12, the punishment of Babylon, the united apostate religious organizations of earth, takes place under the seventh plague. The sixth plague prepares the way for that punishment. 
Revelation 18:5 “For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Her sins are listed above under verse 4. “… have reached unto heaven,” The sins of Babylon are depicted as a mountainous mass reaching upward, and as this figurative mountain pierces the sky, so the criminal career of “Babylon the great” arises before God, calling for retribution. Perhaps there is an allusion to the tower of Babel. “…and God hath remembered her iniquities.” God’s long-suffering is about to end and the word “remembered” commonly denotes that He is on the point of rewarding all for their course of action whether good or evil. Her “iniquities” are her wicked acts and the consequent results of those acts; the most specific crimes charged against her are in Rev. 17 & 18.

Revelation 18:6 “Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.” The harlot, the apostate organization “Babylon the great” is to be repaid in full according to her evil deeds, in absolute Divine justice, heaven does not withhold any part of the payment due. Literally mete to her a double portion in the same cup she had mixed an evil potion for others to drink, God will now mix a terrible mixture and compel her to drink it.
Revelation 18:7 “How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.” Arrogant self-confidence has made her confident of the ultimate success of her plot to obliterate God’s remnant people and to reign supreme over the earth. She is proud of her wealth, popularity and power. “…for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.” This is her attitude before the close of probation and later during the sixth plague. Inordinate conceit has spawned utter confidence in her evil scheme to rule the world. The attempt to deceive others has resulted in absolute self deception. Not only has she made others “drunk,” she herself is in a state of intoxication. The true church is represented as a “chaste virgin” (2 Corinthians 11:2) Christ’s bride. The great harlot impersonates Christ’s bride before the inhabitants of the earth, over which she claims dominion in His name. But she is a counterfeit “queen” (Isaiah 47:6-10) who never had a legal husband, yet is able to boast of her conquests. The kings, rulers and great men of the earth wait upon her. The “sorrow” she claims not to see is certain to come upon her.

Revelation 18:8 “Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.”   Because of her haughty boasting, proud self-exaltation, abandoned wantonness, unscrupulous lust for power and supremacy, and daring opposition to the revealed will of God, her plagues will surely come. “One day” in prophecy is a literal year, but it is believed that it is an indefinite time, in view of the fact that the same event is said to take place in “one hour” (verses 10, 17, 19). “Death” is the final result of “her plagues,” “mourning” or sorrow as a result of her torture to come, and “famine” is doubtless figurative as a literal famine occurs under the fourth plague, and she loses all means of support. The punishment to befall her is not an accident, but a deliberate act of God.

Revelation 18:9 “And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,” Kings of the earth are the political powers of the nations “… have committed fornication,” That is the political powers of the earth that have placed the authority and resources at the disposal of the (great whore) Papacy. Lived deliciously is a repeat of verse 7, where she is proud of her wealth, popularity and power. “… shall bewail her, and lament for her, …” Anticipating their own impending fate, the hapless “kings” and “merchants” (verse 11) of earth join in a dirge of death for haughty Babylon, now in torment upon her blazing funeral pyre.
Revelation 18:10 “Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.” Doubtless in the realization that, but recently, they had collaborated with “Babylon” (verse 3), were involved in her “sins” and were accordingly destined to share in her “plagues” (verse 4). They realize that their own fate is bound up with hers. They did not heed God’s call to “come out of her” (verse 4) and must soon share her fate. Compare Ezekiel 27:33-36. “… Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city!” They had expected to “receive power” permanently with their paramour, mystical Babylon. She had assured them that she was enthroned a “queen” forever and that, should they cast their lot with her, they too would enjoy endless dominion. Realizing too late, the futility of such a scheme, they now give way to utter remorse.
Revelation 18:11 “And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:” There are two explanations for “merchants” in verse 11. The first says that the “merchants” are the literal commercial and business leaders of earth, whose financial and material support have contributed to much of the luxury, splendor and success of Babylon the great. The second says that these are figurative “merchants” representative of the peddlers of the spiritual merchandise of Babylon, those who have sold her doctrines and policies to the kings (political leadership of nations) and peoples of the earth. “…for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:” According to the first interpretation above, this “merchandise” would be literal articles of manufacture and trade, and according to the second, or figurative explanation, this “merchandise” would be the doctrines and policies of mystical Babylon, elsewhere spoken of as her “wine.”
Revelation 18:12, 13 “The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.” In the literal sense these 28 items were items of trade. “… beasts …” would be domesticated animals such as cattle. “… chariots …” would be four-wheeled travel coaches. “… slaves …” would be “bodies” for slave labor. “… souls of men …” would be human beings or persons and does not apply to a spiritual nature of the human beings under consideration. See Ezekiel 27:13. For a similar list of merchandise see Ezekiel 27:3-25, 33. 
Revelation 18:14 “And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.” The great harlot was looking forward to the time that she could enjoy the full fruits of her “lust” or “desire”. The dainty and goodly were the “fat things and the splendid things,” that is everything that contributed to her life of luxury and wantonness (verse 7). Wantoness is a complete lack of feeling for others marked by extreme thoughtlessness or ill will. “…thou shalt find them no more at all.” The finality of the fate that has overtaken Babylon is repeated in similar words six times in verses 21-23. Babylon now descends into the “perdition” described in chapter 17:8, 11, never to rise again. Compare Jeremiah 51:26; Ezekiel 26:21; 27:36; 28:19.

Revelation 18:15, 16 “The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!” “Merchants” (see verse 11); these things would be the merchandise in verses 12 & 13; “…which were made rich by her, …” Partnership with Babylon was mutually beneficial. “stand afar off” (see verse 10); “weeping and wailing” (see verse 9); Alas, alas, that great city, (see verse 10); “… that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!” See Revelation 17:4
Revelation 18:17 “For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,” For in “one hour” (see Rev. 17:12; 18:8. “… so great riches …” or “all this wealth” (see verse 7, 11-14). “… is come to nought.” Literally “has been made desolate” (see Rev. 17:16)
Revelation 18:18 “And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!”

Revelation 18:19 “And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.”

Revelation 18:20 “Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.” The summary desolation of Babylon brings victory and joy to all righteous beings throughout the universe. The anthem of victory over Babylon is recorded in Revelation 19:1-6 and the feast celebrating the deliverance of God’s people is alluded to in Rev. 19 verses 7-9. “… thou heaven, …” The inhabitants of heaven are the first to rejoice in the triumph of Christ and His church. “…  and ye holy apostles and prophets;” Textual evidence favors the reading “saints and apostles.” The “apostles” would be the leaders of NT times, whereas “saints” would refer to the general church membership. The “prophets” would be more likely referring to OT times. “… for God hath avenged you on her.” She had decreed the death of God’s people (see Rev. 13:15; 17:6) but now suffers the very fate to which she had assigned them. This event takes place under the seventh plague. 
Revelation 18:21 “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.”

“And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, …” This is one strong angel; the millstone of such a size as was anciently turned by an animal. “… and cast it into the sea, …” Compare Jeremiah’s illustration of the fate of ancient Babylon. Jeremiah 51:63, 64; see Isaiah 13:19.
Revelation 18:22 “And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee;” All music, merrymaking and manufacturing has ceased.

Revelation 18:23 “And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.” The utter blackness of night vividly portrays the absence of all life.
Revelation 18:24 “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.” Mystical Babylon represents apostate religion from the beginning of time. In a general sense “all that were slain” may properly include the martyrs of all time, but emphasis here is doubtless on those who lay down their lives in the closing struggle of the great controversy between good and evil, between Christ and Satan.
In Agape love I am your elder brother in Jesus,

Richard C. Vaughn
P.O. Box 727


Your friends and relatives can study what you are studying by going 

South Hill, VA 23970 

on the internet and going to: http://www.victorysdachurch.org/prison.html
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